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2 the ladies having taken their plates, ſhe once 
or twice offered to ſpend, when paſſion ſtopt her ut- 
terance; and after a minute's. ſilenee, ſhe burſt into a, 
flood of tears. Upon which, Amelia exprefling the 
utmoſt tenderneſs. for her, as well by ber look as by 
her accent; cried, —* What can be the reaſon, dear 
Madam, of all this emotion? O Mrs Bosch, _— 
ſweredſhe,— I'find I have 'uhdtrtaken what Famnot - 
able to perform---You would. not wonder at y mo- 
* tion, if you knew you had an adultereſs and Amur 1 
derer now ſtanding before you.“! . 
Amelia turned as — as death at 3 Set ©} which | 
Mrs Bennet obſerving,” collected all the force ſhe wass 
able, and a little compoſing: ber countenance, cried, 
I ſee, Madam, I have terrified you with ſuch dread- | 
ful words; but IJ hope you will not think me — 9 5 
of theſe crimes in the blackeſt Aegree.“ moot Guilty !* 1 
cries Amelia. O Heavens! I believe indeed your 1 
85 candour, continued Mrs Bennet, will be readier 
* to acquit me than I am to acquit myſelf---Indifcre- 
tion, at leaſt; the higheſt, moſt unpardonable indiſ- I 
* cretion, 1 ſhall * e lay to my oun charge; and 
* when I reflect on the fatal conſequences, i can 
never, never forgive myſelf,” Here ſhe again began 
to lament in ſo bitter a manner, that Amelia endea- 
pe og as much as 5 ſhe. could. _ ſhe: Wan. herſelf 8 
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her, chat ” Lon was her Fug e the un - 
_ . happy conſequence 2 her rather an ,vofortunate 
Ge a guilty perſon; and concluded by ſaying, — The 
«* deed, Madam, you have raiſed my curioſity to the 
. bigheſt pitch, and I beg you will ea with your 
% , 6 nne 
Mrs Bennet then ſeerned A ſecond. time going to 
_ begin her relation, when ſhe cried out, I would, if 
pe flible, tire you with no mbre of my unfortunate bite: 
4 than jult with that part which leads to a cataſtrophe, 
in which | think you may yourſelf be intereſted; but 5 
© I proteſt I am at a loſs where to begin.“ | 
Begin wherever. you: pleaſe, dear Madam,“ cries . 
. ; but I beg you will conſider my impa- 
tience.“ I do conſider it, anſwered Mrs Bennet; 
aiich therefore would begin with chat part of m 7 ſtoty 
+, which leads directly to What concerns yourſelf: for 
„bow, indeed, nid. my life produce ang wing 
0 worthy your notice? , Do not ſay ſo, Madam 
vries Amelia. cuſure-yes J have long oY 
there were Tore very remarkable ineidents in yeuỹů 
ne, and have only wanted an opportunity to impart 
t vou m my defire' of hearing them: 1 beg therefore: 
yon would: make no more apologies. “ L W 
£-not; Madam,” cries Mrs Bennet, and yet I wont 
_ avoid any thing trivial; chaugh, indeed, in ftories. © | 
of diſtreſs, ef ecially where: love is concerned; man 
4 littte ihvidents may appear trivial to thoſe he have 
* never felt Abs path, which'to delicate minds are 
wthe moſt intereſting part of the Whole. Nay, 
6; ny? dear Madam, eries Amelia, a this is s all prey oe 
12 Ce — FT y , 
Well, Madam, ne Mes De; v6] wilt . 
wy erer your impatience.“ She then rallied all her 
ſpirits in the beſt. manner 11 Sec, and began. as is, 
Vritten in the next chapter. et e 


- 


And here poffibly the ad will blame Mrs Ben 
her for taking her ſtory ſo far back, and relating ſo 
much of her life in which Amelia had no concern; hut 
in truth, ſhe was deſirous of inculcating a good opinion . 3: 
of herſelf, from recounting thoſe tranſactions whers 
"wu conduct was r before ſhe eume t 


N 
8 
7 3 
"vs . 
2 
4 & 3 
7 
bs) 3 
* 
x: 
- 
TI! 
. : 
22 
0 
1 
* 
8 
m.%, 
2 
1 
— 
ES 
85 
ED 
1 5 
wh 
2 
SH p 
* 
Fo : 
2 ; 
— 
; - 
D 
5 
5 
ps : 
: 
* 
1 
3 
** 
5 
"Ie 
= 
: 
5 
wo ; 
* 2 
2 5 
5 ; 
* 
12 : 
7 
ps 
3 
es 
* 
uf 


4 L * * — * 8 9 4 
: e 95” on. c 8 
7 WF A . N * * WY * 


Dt AWSELETS 
ter. This I really ſuppoſe to have been her intenn 
tion: for to ſacrifice the time and patience of Amelia at 1 


& 


ſuch, a ſeaſon; to the mere love gf talking of+herielf, q 
| would. have been as unpardonable in her, as the hear. 
ing it was in Amelia a proof of the moſt perfect goods: 
I % M BS Ea i Wa 13 . 5 4 I'S 5 Fl * THT 5 . 
ginning of Mrs Bennet's hiſtory. 1 


* 
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During the firſt part of my life, even till Treached 


back upon which, as when we caſt our eyes n 4 
calm fea, no object ariſes to my view; all appears 
one ſcene of happineſs and tranquillit yr. 3 
old, muſt I begin my hiſtory; for on that da 
firſt taſted the bitterneſs of ſorro „ 3 
My father, beſides thoſe preſcribed by our reli? 
< gion, kept five feſtivalsevery year. Theſe wert on his 
wedding- day, and on the birth - day of each of his 
little family: on theſe occaſions he uſed to insite 
two or three neighbours to his houſe, and to indulge 
himſelf, as he ſaid, in great exceſs: fot ſo he called 15 
drinking a pint of very ſmall punch; and; indeed, 
it might appear exceſs. to- one who on other days 
rarely taſted any liquor ſtronger than ſmall beer. 
Upon my unfortunate birth-day, then, when e 
Were all in a high degree of mirth, my mother ha 
ving left the room after dinner, and ſtaying Wax, 
pretty long, my father ſent me to ſce for her. 1! ® 
Vent according to his orders; but though I ſearched 1 
the whole houſe, and called after her without doors, 
I could neither ſee: nor hear her. I Was à littlis 
alarmed at this (though far from ſuſpecting any great 
miſchief had befallen her), and ran back to acgujnt 
re EE 


of 
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iS my 3 0 eee coolly, 10 r 
Nof the calmeſt temper) * Wen: well, my dear, I 
_ & ſuppoſe the is not gon ne far, and will be here imme 
„ diately. Half an hour or more paſt after this, 


14 4 11 ©: when, ſhe. not returning, my father himſelf ex- 


preſſed ſome ſurpriſe at her 2 8 declaring, it maſt 
be ſome matter of importance w ich could detain her 
at that time from her company. His ſurpriſe now 


_ © increaſed every minute; and he began to grow un- 


eaſy, and to ſhew ſufficient ſymptoms i in his counte- 
nance of what he felt within. He then diſpatehed 
the ſervant maid to enquire after her miſtreſs | in the 
pariſh; but waited not her return; for ſhe was 
carte gone out of doors, before he begged leave of 
- © his gueſts to go himſelf. on the ſame errand. The 


4 company now broke up, and attended my father, 


.< aft endeavonring + ive him hopes that no ide 
* had happened. erke d the whole pariſh; 
but in vain: the 114 neither ſee my mother, nor 

bear any news of her. My father returned home in 

© $482 ſtate little ſhort of diſtraction. His friends in 
# vain attempted to adminiſter either advice or com- 
fort; he threw himſelf on the floor in the moſt Wirren 


bo of deſpair. 
hilſt he aur in this Seti my ſiſter mt my- 


5 delt lying by him, all equally, I believe, and com. il 


* pletely. Wilerable, our old ſervant maid came into 
the room, and eried out, her tnind mifgave her, that 
ſhe knew where her miſtreſs was. Upon theſe words, 
oY father ſprung from the floor, and aſked her 

rly, where ? —— But oh! Mrs Booth, how can 
7 efcribe the particulars of a ſcene to you, the re- 
membrance of which chills my blood with horror; 


had . =. 85 28 PF; TY 


was this; my mother, who was a moſt. indulgent 


_ © miſtreſs to one fervant, Which was all we kept, was 


£ „ unwilling, I ſuppoſe, to diſturb her at her dinner; 
and therefore went herſelf to fill her tea-kettle-at a 

© well, into which, ſtretching herſelf too far, as we 
imagine, the water then being very low, ſhe fell 
< with: the tea-kettle in her e The miſſing this, 


L -_ * e the. * old ureteh the: firſbint of ber " 


" * 


and which the agonies of my mind, when it paſt, | 
made all a ſcene o confuſion! The fact then in ſhort 


rr M . . 
| © cion, which, upon examination, was found to be 
© too well grounded. „ ; DD 
What we all ſuffered on this occaſion may more 
| © eaſily be felt than deſcribed.'—— It may indeed,” 
| anſwered Amelia, © and I am fo ſenſible of it, that 
W © unleſs you have a mind to ſee me faint before your 
 - face, | beg you will order me ſomething; a glaſs . 
of water, if you pleaſe, Mrs Bennet immediately 
| complied with her friend's requeſt; a glaſs of water 
was brought, and ſome hartſhorn drops infuſed into it: 
which Amelia having drank off, declared ſhe found her- 
ſelf much better; and then Mrs Bennet proceeded thus: 
I I will not dwell on a ſcene which I ſee hath al- 
| © ready ſo much affected your tender heart, and which 
| © is as diſagreeable to me to relate, as it can be to 
W < you to hear. I will therefore only mention to you 
| © the behaviour of my father on this occaſion, which 
was indeed becoming a philoſopher and a Chriſtian 
divine. On the day after my mother's funeral, he 
ſent for my ſiſter and myſelf into his room; where, 


Woes, Py I We TT 


c 
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in after many careſſes, and every demonſtration of fa- 
N- therly tenderneſs, as well in ſilence as in words, he 
er began to exhort us to bear with patience the great 
5 „ 


calamity that had befallen us; ſaying, That as 
every human aceident, how terrible ſoever, muſt 
happen to us by Divine permiſſion at leaſt, a due 
ſenſe of our duty to our great Creator, muſt teach 
us an abſolute ſubmiſſion to his will. Not only re- 
ligion, but common ſenſe muſt teach us this; fer 
oh ! my dear children,” cries he, how vain is all 
reſiſtance, all repining ! could tears wath back 
again my angel from the grave, I ſhould drain all 
the juices of my body through my eyes; but oh, 
« could we fill up that curſed well with our tears, 
* how fruitleſs would be all our ſorrow Y— I think 
I repeat you his very words: for the impreſſion the: 
made on. me is never to be obliterated. —He then 
[© proceeded. to comfort us with the chearful thought 
© that the loſs was entirely our own, and that my mo- 
© ther was greatly a gainer. by the accident which We 
Wo lamented, * I have a wife, cries he, my chil-> 
F* dren, and you have a mother now amongſt the 


** heavenly choir : how ſelfiſh therefore is all our 
oer. Il, „„ 


cc 


cc 


e rie! 


+ He manner de talked to us near half an hour, 


though I muſt frankly own to you, his arguments 


had not the immediate good effect on us which they 


deſerved: for we retired from him very little the 
better for his exhortations; however, they became 
every day more and more forcible upon our recol- | 

© Jection; indeed, they were greatly ſtrengthened. by 


© his example : for in this, as in all other inſtances, 


he practiſed the doctrines which he taught. From 

« this day he never mentioned my mother more, and 
ſoon after recovered his uſual chearfulneſs in public; 
though I have reaſon to think he paid many a bitter 


ſigh in private to that remembrance which neither 
* Philoſophy nor Chriſtianity could expunge. 
My father's advice, enforced by his example, to- 


by - Ste with the kindneſs of ſome of our friends, _ | 
ſt 


ed by that ableſt of all the mental phyſicians, time, 


© ina few months pretty well reſtored my tranquillity, 
< when Fortune made a ſecond attack on my quiet, 


My lifter, whom I dearly loved, and who as warmly 
returned my affection, had fallen into an ill ſtate; of 
health ſome time before the fatal accident which I 


© have related. She was indeed at that time ſo much 


© better, that we had great hopes of her perfect re- 
„ covery; but the diſorders of her mind on that 
* dreadful occaſion ſo affected her body, that the pre- 
_* ſently relapſed to her former declining ſtate, and 
thence grew continually worſe and worſe, till; after 
5 a decay of near ſeven months, the followed my moor 
> mother to the grave. | 


I will not tire you, dear Madam, with repetitions | 


of « of grief; I will only mention twa obſervations which 


© have occurred to me from reflexions on the two | 


'* lofſes I have mentioned. The firſt is, that a mind 
once violently hurt, grows, as it were, callous to any 


future impreſſions of grief, and is never capable of WM 
feeling the ſame pangs a ſecond time. The other 


© obſervation is, that the arrows of fortune}. as well 
as all others, derive their force from the velocity 
with which they are diſcharged : for when they apr 
4 proach you by ſlow and perceptible degrees, 
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The kindneſs of this good man had at length i 
wiped off the remembrance of all loſſes; and I, du- 
ring two years, led a life of great tranquillity, C 
think, I might almoſt ſay of perfect happiness. 


 * generous ſoul, bought the whole furniture of the 


indeed he would have wanted; for though our 
little habitation in Eſſex was moſt completely far- 
© niſhed, yet it bore no proportion. to the largenefs. | 

* of that houſe in which he was now to dwell... | 
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only in my own heart, but in the behaviour of my 


triumph over this latter calamity. 


& . 


Our family was now reduced to two; and my fa- 


ther grew extremely fond of me, as if he had now | 
«© conferred an entire ſtock of affection on me, that 
had before been divided. His words indeed teſti- 


3 fied no leſs: for he daily called me his only darling, 


his whole comfort, his all. He committed the 
charge of his houſe to my care, and gave me the 


can be of his titles. But though I was very in- 
duſtrious in the diſcharge of my occupation, I did 


I was now in the nineteenth year of my age, 


when my father's good fortune removed us from 
| © the county of Eſſex into Hampſtare, where à living 
= © was conferred on him by one of his old ſchookfel- 1 
= © lows, of twice the value of what he was before poſ- 


fend o,, £57 


Flis predeceſſor in this new living had died in very 5 


indifferent circumſtances, and had leſt behind him 


© a widow with two ſmall children. My father, 
therefore, who, with great economy, had a moſt 


* parionage-houſe at a very high price; ſome of it 


Ihe truth of theſe obſervations T-experienced, not 


= | 
father, whoſe philoſophy ſeemed to gain a complete 


s 

6 

* 

C 

o 

o h 
name of his little houſe-keeper; an appellation of, 
= + which I was then as proud as any miniſter of ſtats 7 
=. 

DE 

Y 

8 


not, however, neglect my ſtudies, in which I had 
made ſo great a proficiency, that L was become a 
pretty good miſtreſs of the Latin language, and 
had made ſome progreſs in the Greek. I believe, | 
Madam, 1 have formerly acquainted you, that 

learning was the chief eftate J inherited of my fa- 7 
WW © ther, in which he had inſtructed me from my ear 
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beauty, I muſt allow that ſhe was very fully poſſeſs 
- + ſed of the power of making herſelf agreeable; ànd 
this power ſhe exerted with ſo much ſucceſs, with 
ſuch indefatigable induſtry to oblige, that within 


Fl 


„ „ A. Bock vii, i 


6 a” .* His motive, however/ to. the ha ho was, Tam 


convinced, ſolely generoſity; ; Which appeared ſufs 
 figiently by the price he gave, and may be farther 
inforced by the kindneſs he ſhewed the widow in an- 
other inſtance: for he aſſigned her an apartment 


he told her, the was welcome to enjoy as long as * 
ſuited her conveniency. + | 
As this widow was very young, oo Nene 

thought to be tolerably pretty, though I own ſhe 
had a caſt with her eyes which I never liked my 


* 

for the uſe of herſelf and her little family; - which, 
..C 

6 


father, you may ſuppoſe, acted from a leſs noble 


principle than I have hinted : but I muſt in juſtice 
* acquit him; for. theſe kind offers were made her 
before ever he had ſeen her face; and I have the 


he had ſeen her, he beheld her withs much i 
ference. { 

This act of my ae gave me, when” I fiſt 
heard it, great ſatisfaRion : for I may, at leaſt, with 
the modeſty of the ancient philoſophers, call myſelf 
a lover of generoſity ; but when I became acquainks 
ed with the widow, I was ſtill more delighted with 
what my father had done: for though I could nd, 
© agree with thoſe who thought her a conſummats 


c 
6 
c greateſt reaſon to think, that, forts. long time aa 

% c | 
L 


three months I became in the higheſt manner plea- 


| © ſed with my new acquaintance, and had contra 


© the moſt ſincere friendſhip for hger. 
But if I was fo pleaſed with the widow, my father 


© was by this time enamoured of her, She had in- 


5- deed, by the moſt artful conduct in the world, {6 
© infinuated herſelf into his favour, ſo entirely in- 
« fatuated him, that he never ſhewed the leaf: 
marks of chearfulneſs in her abſence, and could i 
truth, ſcarce bear that ſhe ſhould be out of his fight 

She had managed this matter ſo well, (O the 


8 the moſt artful of women !) my father's heart was 


gone before I ever ſuſpected it was in danger. The: 
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In the firſt hurry and diſorder of my mind on this 


occaſien, I committed a crime of the higheſt kind 
- againſt all the laws of prudence and diſcretion, E 
took the young lady herſelf very roundly to taſk, 


treated her deſigns on my father as little better than 


at my unjuſt ſuſpiciens, as ſhe called them, and pro- 


ceeded to ſuch aſſeverations of her innocence, that 
' ſhe almoſt brought me to diſcredit the evidence ß } 


my own eyes and ears. 


© My father, however, acted much more honeſtiy s 
for he fell the next day into a more violent paſſion 


with me than 1 had ever ſeen him in before, and! 


* 


a defign to commit a theft; and im my paſſion, ! 
believe, ſaid ſhe might be aſhamed to think of mar- 
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pleaſing. The name of a mother-in-law ſounded, | 
dreadful in my ears, nor could I bear the thought "> 20 
of parting again with a ſhare in łhoſe dear affedtions, 
of which I had purchaſed the whole by the loſs of 

a beloved mother and ſiſter. | 


#4 
-72j 


| © rying a man old enough to be her grandfather: for _Þ 
| * ſo in reality he almoſt was. 323 2 6 Co On 

The lady, on this occaſion; acted finely the part 
of a hypocrite. She affected to be highly affronted © 


40 


aſked me, whether | intended to return his parental ' 4 


fondneſs, by aſſuming the right of controlling his 4 
inclinations ? with more of the like kind, Which 
fully convinced me what had paſſed between him 
and the lady, and how little I had injured her in 


my ſuſpicions. | 3 „ 
Hitherto I frankly own my averſion to this maten 
had been principally on my own account: for I had 
no ill opinion of the woman,, though. I thought 


neither her circumſtances, nor my father's age, pro— 
miſed any kind of felicity from ſuch an union; but 


now I learned ſome particulars, which, had not 


our quarrel become public in the pariſh, I ſhould, } 
perhaps, have never known. In fliort,. I was inn. 
formed, that this gentle obliging creature,. as ſhe 


. 
A 
3 
4 


had at firſt appeared to me, had the ſpirit of a tis _ 


heart of her firſt huſband; - - 


The truth of this matter being confirmed to me 1 
upon examination, I reſolved not to ſuppreſs". 
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i 3 7 On this occaſion Fortune ſeemed'to foes me, os 
giving me a ſpeedy opportunity of ſeeing-my father 
alone and in good humour, He now firſt began to 
open his intended marriage, telling me, that he had 
formerly had ſome religions objections to bigamy, 
* 


e 


777 


but he had very fully conſidered the matter, and 

had fatisfied himſelf of its legality, He then faith- 
fully promiſed me, that no ſecond marriage ſhould 

in the leaſt impair his affection for me; and con- 
.* cluded with the higheſt eulogiums on the goodneſs of. | 
the widow, proteſting that it was her virtues and not ; 
* her perſon with which he was enamoured. ; 
© I now fell upon my knees before him, and baths 
ing his hand in my tears, which flowed very plenti-“ 
fully from my eyes, ' acquainted him with all I had 
heard; and was ſo very imprudent, I might almoſt 
ſay ſo cruel, to. WINE the author of. ny Ferm 
R 
My father heard me „ without: any indicariodt of 
: * paſſion; and anſwered coldly, that if there was any 
We 8 r of ſuch facts, he THROW decline. any further 
b ©.thbughts of this match ; But, Child,” faid- he; 
. though I am far from pes ing the truth of what. 
“ you tell me, as far as regards your knowledge; yet 
„ you know the inclination of the world to llander? 
However, before we parted, he promiſed to make a 
proper enquiry into what I had told him. But I aſk 
your pardon, dear Madam, I am running minutely 
into thoſe particulars of my lite, 1 in which you have 
not the leaſt concern.? 

Amelia ſtopped her friend Wort in her apology, and 
though, perhaps, ſhe thought her impertinent enough, 
yet, (ſuch was her good breeding), ſhe gave her many 
aſſurances of a curiofity to know every incident of 
Her-life which ſhe could remember; after which, Mrs 
Bennet 8 as in the next chapter. 7 
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- THINK, Madam,” ſaid Mrs Bennet, 6 It t 


you my father promiſed me to enquire fart 
- into the affair; but 1 had EY: time to keep h 
Z 8 5 2 9 | 


1 | 
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* word : for we ſeparated pretty late in the" wvenings.. 
and early the next morning he was married to the 
But though he gave no credit to my informations I 
I had ſufficient reaſon to think he did not forget it, I 
| © by the reſentment which he ſoon diſcovered to bottt 
| © the perſons whom I had named as my inſormers. 
Nor was it long before I had good cauſe to be- Y 
lieve, that my father's new wife was perfectly well J 
acquainted with the good opinion I had of her, 
not only from her uſage of me, but from certain. 
hints, which ſhe threw forth with an air of triumph. 
One day particularly, I remember ſhe ſaĩd to my fa- 
ther, upon his mentioning his age, O, my dear, 
I hope you have many years yet to live; unleſs, in- 
* deed, I ſhould be ſo cruel as to break your heart. 
She ſpoke theſe words, looking me full in the face, 
and accompanied them with a ſneer, in Which the 
higheſt malice was viſible, under a thin covering o 
affècted pleaſannn g... 1 
I will not entertain you, Madam, with any thing 
ſo common as the cruel uſage of a {ſtepmother ; nor- 
of what affected me much more, the unkind beha- © © 
viour of a father under ſuch an influence. Tt thall w_ 
ſuffice only to tell you, that I had the mortification * 
to perceive the gradual and daily decreaſe of ß 
father's affection. His ſmiles were converted into 
frowns; the tender appellations of child, and dear 
were exchanged for plain Molly, that girl, that 
creature, and ſometimes much. harder names. IT Was 
at firſt turned all at once into a cypher, and at laſt - 
ſeemed to be conſidered as a nuiſance in the family. 
Thus altered was the man of whom I gave you _ 
ſuch a character at the entrance on my ſtory ;, but, ; 
alas! he acted no longer from his own excellent 
diſpoſition; but was, in every thing, governed and 
directed by my mother-in-law... In fact, Whenever 
there is great diſparity of years between huſband - 
and wife, the younger is, I believe, always poſſeſſed 
of abſolute power over the elder : for ſuperſtition © 
itſelf is a leſs firm ſupport of abſolute power than 
dotage. .. ä „„ „ i 
| © © But though: his wife was ſo entirely miſtreſs of my 
„ oe" + +6 hes 
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85 father! vil, tine the could e Wh _ me a, 
© the could not ſo perfectly ſubdue his underſtanding, 
as to prevent him from being conſcious: of ſuch il 
* uſage; and from this conſciouſneſs he began inve- Wl 
© terately to hate me. Of this hatred he gave me Wl 
. numberleſs inſtances, and, I proteſt to you, I know | 
not any other reaſon for it than what I have aflign- 
$ * ed; and the cauſe, as experience hath convinced 
3 me, is adequate to the effect. 
While I was in this wretched ſituation, my fa- 
e ther's unkindneſs having almoſt broken my heart, 
© he came one day into my room with more anger in 
© his countenance than I had ever ſeen ; and after bit. 
terly upbraiding me with my undutifol behaviour 
both to himſelf and his worthy conſort, he bid me 
pack up my alls, and immediately prepare te quit 
his houſe; at the ſame time gave me a letter, and 
tdold me, that would acquaint me here I might find 
3 775 home; adding, that he doubted not. but I ex- 5 
MF ected, and had indeed ſolicited the invitation; and. 
1 t me with a declaration chat be would have no ſpies 
== 2 in his family. 
True letter, I found on opening it, was . my 
= * father's. own ſiſter; but before I mention the con- 
1 1 © tents, I will give you a ſhort ſketch of her character, 
as it was ſomewhat particular, Her perſonal charms 
3 jo were not great; for the was very tall, very thin, and: 
. very homely. Of the defect of her beauty, -ſhe was, 
perhaps, ſenfible; her vanity therefore retreated in- 
to her mind, where there is no looking-glaſs,. and 
8 * conſequently where we can flatter ourſelves with dif- 
___ © covering almoſt whatever beauties we pleaſe. 'This 
is an encouraging circumſtance; and yet I have 
* obſerved, dear Mrs Booth, that few women ever 
= c ſeek theſe comforts from within, till they are driven 
deo it by deſpair of finding any food for their-vanity 
from without, Indeed, I believe, the firſt willy of - 
our whole ſex is to be handſome, _ 
Here both the ladies fixed their eyes on the gals 
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8 and both ſmiled. 


My aunt, however,” contiajnd Mrs Benn. TO! 

1 deſpair of gaining any applauſe this way, asg 
e 5 Berſelf een to 1 Hate” 37 of. ory. 
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WS underſtanding, and had improved this ti ft 
pitch, that at the age of fifty, at which ſhe was 1 
now arrived, ſhe had contracted a hearty contempt 3 
for much the greater part df both ſexes; Sr the i 
vomen, as being idiots, and for the men, as the „ 
aqdmirers of idiots. That word and fool were al | 
maoſt conſtantly in her mouth, and were beſtowed _ 
with great liberality among all her acquaintance.” 

II This lady had ſpent one day only at my father's 7 
WS houſe in near two years, It was about a month bes, +-Þ 
fore his ſecond: marriage. At her departure {ſhaw 7 
took occalion to whiſper me her opinion of the” 
widow, whom ſhe called a pretty idiot, and won. 
* dered how her brother could bear ſuch company > 
under his roof; for neither ſhe nor I bad. at that 

time any ſuſpicion of what afterwards happened. 4 
The letter which my father had juſt received, *®- © 
and which was the firſt ſhe had ſent him ſince his 
marriage, was of ſuch a nature that I ſhould be 
unjuſt if I blamed him for being offended; foo! 
and idiot were both plentifully beſtowed, mat as 
well on himſelf as on his wife. But what, perhaps, * * 8 
had principally offended him, was that part Whick 
related to me; for after much panegyric.on my” EK 
underſtanding, and ſaying he was unworthy of fuck 
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a daughter, ſhe conſidered his match not only as 


nd; Y the higheſt indiſcretion, as it related to himself, 
but as a downright act of injuſtice, to me. One 
« expreſſion in it I ſhall never forget. You have 
placed,” ſaid ſhe, a woman above your daugh» ** 7 
* ter, who, in underſtanding, the only valuable 
gift of nature? is the loweſt in the whole claſs of - 
% pretty idiots.“ After much more of this kind, - 


it concluded with inviting me to her houſ. 4 
|. © I can truly ſay, that when I had read the letter. 
U entirely forgave my father's ſuſpicion, that I had 
made ſame. complaints to my aunt of his behas | 
viour: for though I was indeed innocent, there was 
F ſurely colour enough to ſuſpect the contrary. ia YOON 
| © Though. I had never been greatly attached e 
my aunt, nor indeed had ſhe formerly given W 
any reaſpn for ſuch an attachment; yet I was Wx 
enough pleaſed with her preſent invitation. I Y 
. VV „ö 
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* ho FO witch; l de retina 0 MAE! I this 
Was, that it was impoſſible e not to be a gainer by 
any exchange. 

I T*could not, however, hone the thoughts: of 
leaving my father with an impreſſion on his mind 
againſt me which I did not deferve. I endeavour. 

ed, therefore, to remove all his ſuſpicion of my 

6 


. having complained to my aunt by the moſt earneſt 
aſſeverations of my innocence; but they were all to 
no purpoſe. All my tears, all my vows, and all 


deed appeared to be my advocate; but ſhe acted 
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any deſire of ſucceeding in my ſuit, ſhe could not 
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caſion. 


aunt's, Where, after a long journey of forty miles, 
I arrived without having once broke my faſt ou 


* the ſtomach; and I had too much of the formes 
to admit any of the latter. The fatigue of my 


* 25 


bn | 5 Fe my faſting, ſo overpowered my fpirits, that when 
I as taken from my horſe, I immediately fainted 
"M 3 away, in the arms of the man who helped me 
from my ſaddle. My aunt. expreſſed great afto- 
niſhment at ſeeing me in this condition, with my 


* after | came to myſel?, pretty well, I believe, 
.* cured her ſurpriſe. She often ſmiled: with a mixture 


_ Te and having pronounced her brother to be a-fook 
= © ſhe turned to me, and with ag much affability as 
= « pollible, (for ſhe is no great miſtreſs of 'affability} 


come to the houſe of a friend; ef one who hath 
+. ſenſe enough to diſcern the author of all the miß 
chief: depend upon it, child, I will ere lng 


reception . ve me ſome comfort, mys aunt aſſuring 
"67 | 
mae W 8 we gon ince Him ban ae 


79 


; 4 my entreaties were fruitleſs. My new mother in- 
1 q * 1 her part very poorly, and far from counterfeiting | 
4 .© conceal the exceſlive | Joy which The felt on the o- 
wel I WY the next, day 4 departed for 10 


4 
« the road; for grief is as capable as food of filling | 
I, 


journey, and the agitation of my mind, joined to 


eyes almoſt fwollen out of my head with tearzz 
* © but my father's letter, which I delivered her ſoon 
. of contempt and anger, while ſhe was reading it; 


ſaid, Don't be uneaſy, dear Molly; for you wes 


ſome people albamed of their folly. . 'This\kin# 4 | 


p * 2 1 Fn . > a PLEA EDS. 2 N * 
3 e o OTASES TG UC : e 
JFßß)VVJVVVVGV... EE 


EE In .- 


* 
I. 
42 
1 
— 
IM 
* 
ng * 
2 
IF, 
4 
2 
To 
= ; 
Is 
2 
T5 
3 
* 
8 5 
1 
. 
* 
Wh ; 
oo 
- = 
5 ＋ 
: 1 
yy 2 
87 
7 % 
>, — , 
1 
0 
WE. 
"oh 
Ss 
=o 
* 
3 
. 
5 5 
\ 
IL i 
* 
7 
2 
8. 
2 
TE 
ATE: 
% 
Ys 
Db, 
ws 


- fp 8 
7 
n r r 99 
8 . ö Nn 
: 5 RS 


PIT IE 
WY 5 I of / 


* 
ae; N e r 
* n p $75 8s A 3 


no ſervice with my aunt: for I was conlidered by 


. affection towards him, it had been abating ſeveral ws. 
« years, from an apprehenſion that he did not pay fi 11 


I had lived about half a year with my Want, 

when I heard of my ſtep-mother's being delivered 
of a boy, and the great joy my father expreſſed 
afterwards I had the melancholy news of his death, 


received from him, I was ſincerely afflicted at my 


merly, though his paſſion for that vile woman had 


R 


of MOOG * en me no more __ 100 /. FS. 4 


ty 
* 


FFF 
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had 3 me 10 1 made. any e SIS 5 
her. A paper war was now n between thefe _ 
two, which not only fixed an.irr: conotleaile. hatred 


between them, but confirmed my father's diſplea- 5 | 4 


ſure againſt me, and in the end, I believe, did me 


both as the cauſe of their diſſenſton; though in 
fact, my ſtep-mother, who very well knew the af- 
fection my aunt had for her, had long fince done 
her buſineſs with my father; and as for my aunt's 


ficient deference to her underſtanding. ' TE 


on that occaſion; but, poor man, he lived not 
long to enjoy his happineſs; for within a month 
* Notwithſtanding all the diſobligations I had lately = 
loſs of him. All his kindneſs to me in my infancy, © Þ 
all his kindneſs to me while I was growing up, re- «ig i £ I 
curred to my memory, raiſed a thouſand tender, 
melancholy ideas, and totally obliterated 4e alle err "i oF 
of his latter behaviour, for which I made alſo ern al 
allowance and every excuſe-in my power. 

But what may perhaps appear more extract. 5 
nary, my aunt began ſoon to ſpeak of him with | 1 
concern. She ſaid he had ſome underſtanding for- 4 


in a great meaſure obſcured it; and one day when 
ſhe was in an ill humour with me, ſhe had the 
cruelty to throw out a hint, that ſhe had never 


quarrelled with her brother, if 1 it had not been on 
my account. 


My father during his - life had allowed my aunt. 
very handſomely for my board; for generoſity was 


too deeply riveted in his nature to be plucked out 
by all the power of his wife. 80 far, however, ſhe 
prevailed, that though he died: poſſeſſed of EN 
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as he expreſſed; In his will, was to ſer me up in ſome 
| buſineſs, if I had the grace to take to meap 
© Hitherto' my aunt- had, in general treated me 
with ſome degree of affection; but her behaviour 
began now to be changed. She ſoon took an op- 


tune was inſufficient to keep me: and as I could 
not live on the intereſt of my Own, it was high time 
for me to conſider about going into the world. She 
© added, that her brother having mentioned my ſet- 
Is ting up in ſome buſineſs, in his will, was very fooliſh; 
"= that I had been bred to nothing; and beſides, 
that the ſum was too trifling to ſet me up in any 
way of reputation; ſhe deſired me theretore to think T 
of immediately going into. ſervice. - : 
* This advice was perhaps right enough, and}, 
told her I was very ready to do as ſhe directed me; 
but I was at that time in an ill ate of health; 1 
defired her therefore to let me ſtay with her, till: my 
legaęy, which was not to be paid till a year after my 
* father's death, was due; and 1 then promiſed to 
ſatisfy her for my board; to which | the readily 
contented. ' | 
And now, Madam,” 144 Mrs Bennet, bing 1 
apm going to open to you thoſe matters which lead 
directly to that great cataſtrophe of my life, which 
4 hath occaſioned my giving you this trouble, and of ; 
tyring your patience in this manner. 
Amelia, notwithſtanding her impatience, made a 
very civil anſwer to this; and then Mrs Bennet pro- 
ceeded to relate what is written in the'next cory 


a a W . » * 9 


. „ 


9 urther Contimuation . | 
8 H Ec curate of the path ere x my aunt it dwelt; 
I was a young fellow of about four and twenty. 
He had been left an. orphan in his infancy, and en. 
"© tirely, unprovided for; when an uncle had the 
'© neſs to take care of his education, both at boat : 
* and at the univerſity. As the young gentlemen 
was intended for the church, his uncle, though 
had two Havghters of his own, and no very large] 
*. * 5 e * Jo 
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portunity of giving me to underſtand, that her for- 


e 
N 
15 


* 


| fortune, purchaſed for him the next preſentation of 


- 


a living of near 200l. a year. The incumbent, at 


| E the time of the purchaſe, was under the age of fixty, 


and in apparent good health; notwithſtanding which 


- he died ſoon after the bargain, and long be ore e 
nephew was capable of orders; ſo that the uncle 
E was obliged to give the living to a clergymany to 


hold it till the young man came of proper age. 


the purchaſe of the living, conſidered him no far- 
ther in his will, but divided all the fortune of which 


he died poſſeſſed, between his two daughters; re- 


TY 


- 


| © The young gentleman had not attained his pro- 
per age of taking orders, when he had the misfor- 

tune to loſe his uncle and only friend; who thinks. 

ing he had ſufficiently provided for his nephew by 


commending it to them, however, on his death-bed, 


do alliſt their couſin with money ſufficient to keep 
him at the univerſity, till he ſhould be capable of 
or dination. „ „ 
But as no appointment of this kind was in the 
= will, the young ladies, who received about 2000 J. 


each, thought proper to diſregard the laſt words'of 


12 their father: for befides that both of them were 
extremely tenacious of their money, they were great 
enemies to their couſin, on account of their father's 


kindneſs to him, and thought proper to let him 


know that they thought he had robbed them of too 


much already. 


The poor young fellow was now greatly diſtreſſed: 


for he had yet above a year to ſtay at the univer- 


ſity, without any viſible means of ſuſtaining himſelf 


chert 


In this diſtreſs, however, he met with a friend, 


who had the good - nature to lend him the ſum of 


twenty pounds, for which he only accepted his bond 


for forty, and which was to be paid within a yer 
after his being poſſeſſed of his living; that is, within 
a year after his becoming qualified to hold it. 
With this ſmall ſum thus hardly obtained, the 


poor gentleman made a ſhift to ſtruggle with all 


difficulties, till he became of due age to take upon 


- * gen” 


. himſelf the character of a deacon, He then re- 
paired to that clergyman to whom his uncle had 


ha . 
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given the living upon the condi e above · men- 
© tioned, to procure a title to ordination; but this, 
to his great ſurpriſe and mortifeatlon, was ablo- 
©. lutely refuſed kim. 

+ © The immediate diſappointmient did not b ach him 


< ſo much as the concluſion he drew from it: for 


he could have but little hopes, that the man who 

could have the craetty to refuſe him a title, would 
vouchſafe afterwards to deliver up to him a living 
of ſo conſiderable a value; nor was it long before 


this worthy incumbent told him plainly, hin he | 


© yalued his uncle's favours at too high a rate to part 
with them to any one; nay, he pretended ſcruples 
of conſcience, and ſaid; that if he had made any 
© flight promiſes, which he did not now well remem- 


ber, they were wicked and void; that he looked 
upon himſelf as married to his pariſh, and he could 


< no more give it up, than he could N e his ly 
„without ſin. 
The poor young fellow was now. obliged to ſeek 
-< farther for a title, which at length he obrained ou 
* the rector of the pariſh where my aunt lived. 

© He had not long been ſettled in the curacy, * 
© fore an intimate acquaintance grew between him 
and my aunt: for ſhe was a great admirer of the 
_ * clergy, and uſed frequently to fay they were the 
only converfable creatures in the countr r. 
he firſt time ſhe was in this gentleman's com- 

© pany was at a neighbour's chriſtening, where ſhe 
_ © Rood god-mother. Here ſhe diſplayed her whole 


© little ſtock of knowledge, in order to captivate Mr 


© Bennet (I ſuppoſe, Madam, you already gueſs: that 
© to have been his name), and before they parted, 

gave him a very ſtrong invitation to her houſe. ' 
Not a word paſſed at this chriſtening between 


Mr Bennet and myſelf; but our eyes were not 


© unemployed. Here, Madam, I firſt felt a pleaſing 
kind of confuſion, which I know not how to de- 

ſeribe. I felt a kind of uneaſineſs; yet did not 
©-wiſh to be without it. J longed to be alone; et 
dreaded the hour of parting. I could not keep my 
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eyes off from the object which cauſed my confuſi Wl 
| © and {which 1 was at once 88 of and ane » 


NIE 
8 
od 


2 * «of 2 82 ? 


ere 4 ½ K A n R mm 
W- with. —But why. do 1. attempt to deſeribe my ſtu- 


ation to one who. en am ow —_ Fel ne 
ſame? E 

Amelia ſmiled, nod; Mrs Dink went: on- a | 
O, Mrs Booth, had you ſeen the perſon of whom 
1 am now ſpeaking g. you would not condemn the 
ſuddenneſs of my PAY Nay, indeed, I had ſeen 
him there before, though this was the firſt time 1 
had ever heard the muſic of his voice. it was 
the ſweeteſt that was ever heard} 
Mr Bennet came: to viſit my acne the mary. next. 
day. She imputed this reſpectful haſte to the power- | 


8 ful charms of ber underſtanding, and reſolved: to 


loſe no opportunity in improving the opinion which 


0 ſhe imagined he had conceived of her. She became 


this deſire quite ridiculous, and ran into ae 
- dities and. gallimatias ſcarce credible. : i 
Mr Bennet, as: I afterwards found e hep! in 
the fame light with myſelf; but as he was a very 
ſenſible and well · bred man, he ſo well concealed 
his opinion from us both, that I was almoſt angry, 
and the was pleaſed even to raptures, declaring her- 
+ ſelf charmed with his underſtanding; though indeed 
he had-ſaid very little; but I believe he heard himſelf _ 
into ber y_ eng while buy WE himſelf —_— 5 


love. 


1 The tw; firſt wie kak Mr . 3 


my aunt, though I was in the room all the. time, 
1 FR ſpoke a word; but on the third, on ſome: - 
ment which aroſe between them, Mr Bennet 
elle himſelf to me. I took his ſide of the 
Seas indeed I muſt to have done juſtice, and, 
repeated. two or three words of Latin. My aàunt 
E reddened at this, and expreſſed great diſdain of my 
opinion, "declaring ſhe was aſtoniſhed: that a man of 
Mr Bennet's underſtanding could appeal to the 
judgment of a ſilly girl; is the, ſaid: my aunt brid - 
1 * herſelf, fit to deeide D us? Mr Bennet 
poke, very favourably of what I had-faid;: upon 
which my. aunt burſt almoſt into à rage, treated me 
| with downright ſcurrility, called me conceited fool, 


abuſed my poor father for having taught me Lagite,. 2 5 [ 
ee 208 Toes, 155 made me « downright coxcompb,. Hl 
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and made me-prefer myſelf to-thoſe Age were a bun- 3 
dred times my ſuperiors in knowledge. She then 
fell foul on the learned languages, declared they 9 
were totally uſeleſs, and concluded that ſhe had 
© read all that was worth reading, though the thank- Wl 
ed Heaven the underſtood no language but her own, Wl 
* Before the end of his viſit, Mr Bennet reconciled Wl 
himſelf very well to my aunt, which, indeed, was 
no difficult taſk for him to. accompliſh; but from 
that bour ſhe conceived/a hatred and rancour Tos 
wards me, which I could never appeaſe. 
My aunt: had, from my firſt coming into her 2 
< houſe, expreſſed great diſlike to my learning. In 
plain truth, ſhe envied me that advantage. Tu 
* envy 1 had long ago diſcovered z and had taken 
great pains to {mother it, carefully avoiding ever to 
* 
4 
» 


wo 1. | 2 #* 
Ga 


mention a Latin word in her preſence, and always 
ſubmitting to her authority; for indeed 1 deſpiſed 
_ © her ignorance too much to diſpute with her. 
theſe means I had pretty well ſucceeded, and we 
lived tolerably together. But the affront paid to 
6 deen Ang by Mr Bennet in my favour was 
* an injury never to be forgiven to me. She took ine 
| ©xſeverely to taſk that very evening, and reminded me 
of going to ſervice, in ſuch earneſt terms, as almoſt 
* amounted to literally turning me out of doors; ad 
viſing me, in the moſt inſuking manner; to koep 
my Latin to myſelf; which, ſhe ſaid, was uſeleſs to 
any one; but ridiculous, when bann to by 4 
ſervant. 
The next viſit Mr Bennet made at our 1 
I was not ſuffered to be preſent. This was much 
the ſhorteſt of all his viſits; and when he went 
© away, he left my aunt in a work humour than 
c 
* 
» 


„ 0 


ever I had ſeen her. The whole Was diſcharged 
on me in the uſual manner, by. upbraiding me with 
my learning, conceit and poverty; reminding me 
of obligations, and inſiſting on my going imme 
diately to ſervice. With all this I was greatly 
_ © pleaſed, as it aſſured me, that Mr Bennet had faid 
© ſomething to her in my favour; and I would hayes 
7 « purchaſed a kind expreſſion. of his at almoſt an; 


II ] ſhould ſcarce, however, have been fo fanguine 
=_ - as to draw this concluſion, had I not received 3 i 
WE © hints, that 1 had not unhappily placed my affections 
on a man who made me no return: for though he 
had ſcarce addreſſed a dozeu ſentences to me (for, 
indeed, he had no opportunity) yet his eyes had re- 
vealed certain ſecrets to _ with which : was wok. 
«1 rammen doe in a cs us 2 A near” 
a month; ſometimes pleaſing myſelf, with thinking 
Mr Bennet's heart was in the ſame ſituation wit 
my own; ſometimes: doubting that my withes: had: 
flattered and deceived / me; and not in the leaſt 
queſtioning that my aunt was my rival: for I 
thought no woman could be proof againſt the 
eharms that had ſubdued me. E Mrs Booth, 
he was a charming young fellow; L muſt, I muſt: 


7 OS 


\ . 9 * Da. 


8 | © ven, Why, why did I ever” ſee 5 why: was F: 
15 © doomed to fach miſery Here {ſhe burſt. into 4 
dood of tears, and remained incapable of ſpeech for 


| voured all {he could to ſooth her; and gave ſuffi- 


| cient marks of f. ymaparhizing i in the tender aftlition of 
her friend. 


Mrs Bennet, at length, e ber ſpirit, and 
proceeded as in the next chapter. 1 OY 


FFP ho Wy 
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I think, telling you, that I efteemed my aunt as 
© my rival; and it is not eaſy to conceive a greater 


* degree of deteſtation than I had for her; and what 


* may, perhaps, appear ſtrange, as-ſhe daily ew more 
and more civil to me, my hatred inereaſed witk her 


6 


mes and to her having ſecured, beyond all - 
4 enn the heart 1 for. 3 8 . 


* How was I ſurpriſed, when one day; ab much 
H- 3 humour as ſhe was miſtreſs of, (for her dun- 
5 eee very picating)s” the aſked me, how 

| 8 IIiked- 
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pay this tribute to his memory! ! gracious Hea- 


ſome time; during which, the gentle Amelia endea-: - . 


. 


* „n for I imputed it all te her triumph over 


- >. * 
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. liked Mr Bennet ? The queſtion, you will believe, 


Madam, threw me into great confuſion ; which ſhe 
* plainly perceived, and without waiting for my an 


© {wer, told me, ſhe was very well ſatisfied ; for. that Wl 


it did not require her diſcernment to read my 


* ſard the, © I have ſuſpected this a great while, and 
I believe it will pleaſe. you to know, that I yeſter- 


day made the ſame diſcovery in your lover.“ This, 


* I confeſs to you, was more than I could well bear, 
and I begged her to ſay no more to me at this time 
on that ſubjet.' —< Nay, child, anſwered ſhe, 
« I muſt tell you all, or 1 ſhould not act a friendly 

part. Mr Bennet, I am convinced, hath a paſſion 


for you; but it is a paſſion which I think you thould Ml 


not encourage. For, to be plain with you,, I fear 
he is in love with your perſon only. Now this is a 
love, child, which cannot produce that rational 


40 happineſs which a woman of ſenſe ought to ex- 


% pe&t.'—In ſhort, ſhe ran on with a great deal of 
* ſtaff, about rational happineſs, and women of ſenſe, 


and concluded with aſſuring me, that, after the 


* ſtricteſt ſcrutiny, ſhe could not find that Mr Bennet 


had an adequate opinion of my underſtanding ; 
upon which ſhe vouchſafed to make me many com- 
© pliments, but mixed with ſeveral laren ci 
ing my learning. 4 

I hope, Madam, CES. * ſaid he ro Amelia, 


you have not ſo bad an opinion of my capacity, 


as to imagine me dull enough to be offended with 
Mr Bennet's ſentiments ; bh which. I preſently 
knew ſo well to account. I was, indeed, charmed 
with his ingenuity, who. had diſcovered, per haps, 


the only way of reconciling my aunt to thoſe. in- 
clinations, which I now aſſured myſelf he had fas 
me, 1 
* I was not long left to ſupport my hopes by my 
ſagacity. He ſoon found an opportunity of deela- 
ring his paſſion, He did this in ſo forcible, though 


geutle, a manner, with ſuch a profuſion of ferveney 
and tenderneſs at once, that his love, like a torrent, 
bore every thing before it; and I am almoſt aſha; 


on 


med © to own to you, how "oy ſoon. he prevail up- 


by k 22 
| 


0 N in my countenance.“ Well, child? BY 
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ve, on me to—to—in ſhort, 'to. be an honeſt woman, 
ſhe and to confeſs to him the plain truth. | 

an- When we were upon a good footing together, 
hat | © he gave me a long relation of what had paſſed: at 
my « ſeveral interviews with my aunt, at which I had 
Id? | not been preſent. He ſaid, he bad diſcovered, that 
ind as ſhe valued herſelf chiefly on her underſtanding, 
ters [© ſo the was extremely jealous of mine, and hated 
his, me on account of my learning. That as he had 
2Aar, loved me paſſionately from his firſt ſeeing me, and 
me had thought of nothing, from that time, but of 


thowing himſelf at my feet, he ſaw no way ſo open 
to propitiate my aunt as that which he had taken, 
by commending my beauty; a perfection to which 
ſhe had long reſigned all claim, at the expence of 
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fear my underſtanding, in which he lamented my de- 
is 2 ficiency to a degree almoſt of ridicule. This he 


= inputed chiefly to my learning; on this occaſion 
he advanced a ſentiment, which ſo pleaſed my aunt, 
that ſhe thought proper to make it her own; for 
I heard it afterwards more than once from her own 
mouth. Learning, he ſaid, had the ſame effect on 


= 

met * the mind, that ſtrong liquors have on the conſtitu- 
ng; * tion; both tending to eradicate all our natural fire 
om and energy. His flattery had made ſuch a dupe of 
rn- * my aunt, that ſhe aſſented, without the leaſt ſuſpi- 
1275 * cion of his ſincerity, to all he ſaid; ſo ſure is- 
lia, * vanity to weaken every. fortreſs of the under- 
ity, ſtanding, and to betray us to every attack of the 
vith ene 8 N 

ntly | * You will believe, Madam, that I readily forgave 
ned © him all he had ſaid, not only from that motive 
aps, © which I have mentioned, but as I was aſſured he 


had ſpoke the reverſe of his real ſentiments. I was 
not, however, quite ſo well pleaſed with my aunt, 
who began to treat me as if I was really an idiot. 
Her contempt, I own, a little picqued me ; and I 
could not help often expreſſing my reſentment, 
when we were alone together, to Mr Bennet; who 
never failed to gratify me, by making her conceit 
the ſubject of his wit; a talent which he poſſeſſed 
in the moſt extraordinary degree. 
This proved of very fatal conſequence: * 
. day, 
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© day; while we were enjoying ourſelves: in a very 
© thick arbour in the garden, my aunt ſtole upon u 
unobſer ved, and overheard our whole converſation, 


I wiſh, my dear, you underſtood Latin, that I might Py 
© repeat you a ſentence, in which the 1 rage of a tigreſs, al 


that hath loſt her young, is deſcribed: No Engliſh 

poet, as I remember, hath come up to it; nor am 
© I myſelf equal to the undertaking... She burſt in 
*- upon us, open-mouthed, and after diſcharging every 
< abuſive word almoſt, in the only language un. 
derſtood, on poor Mr Bennet, turned us both out of 
© doors; declaring, ſhe would ſend my rags after me, 
but would never more permit me 70 fer my foot 
© within her threſhold. 

© Conſider, dear Madam, to 3 int; con- 
dition we were now reduced. I had not yet recei- 
ved the ſmall legacy left me by my father; nor was 
Me Bennet maſter of five ne in the- whole 
world. 

i In this ſitrintion; the man-I 48540 on to rag 
tion had but little difficulty to perſuade me to a pro. 

poſal, which, indeed, I thought generous in him to 
make, as it ſeemed to proceed from that tenderneſs 
for my reputation to which he aſcribed it; indeed, 
it could proceed from no motive with which I ſhould WM 
have been diſpleaſed.—In a word, within a : 
* we were man and wife 
Mr Bennet now declared himſelf the happhah of 
© men; and for my part, I fincerely declare, I envied 
© no woman upon earth. How little, alas! did then 
© know, or ſuſpect the price J was to pay. for all my: 

* joys —A match of real love is, indeed, truly para- 
diſe; and ſuchperfe& happineſs ſeems to be the for- 
4 biden fruit to mortals, which:-we are. to lament ha- 
ving taſted during the reſt of our lives 

The firſt uneaſineſs which attacked us after our 
marriage was on my aunt's account. It was very 
difagreeable to live under the noſe of ſo near 2 
relation, who did not acknowledge us; but, on 
the contrary, was ever doing us all the ill turns in 
« her power; and making a party againſt us in a 
« pariſh, which is always eaſy enough to do amongſt 


the mga}: againſt as ons who are their i" 


2 # * 3 * 
5 
4 + 


Chap. s. 4 M E L I A. „ 
nin rank, and, at the ſame time, their inferiors in 
fortune. This made Mr Bennet think of procu- 
ring an exchange, in which intention he was ſoon 
after confirmed by the arrival of the rector. It 
was the rector's cuſtom to ſpend three months every 
year at his living; for which purpoſe he reſerved 
an apartment in his parſonage-houſe, which was 
full large enough for two fuch little families as then 
occupied it: we, at firſt, promiſed ourfelves ſome 
little convenience from his boarding with us; and 
Mr Bennet began to lay aſide his thoughts of lea- 
ving his curacy, at leaſt for ſome time. But theſe 
golden ideas preſently yaniſhed ; for though we both 
uſed our utmoſt endeavours to pleaſe him, we ſoon 
found the impoſſibility of ſucceeding. He was, 
indeed, to give you his character in a word, the 
moſt peeviſh of mortals. This temper, notwith- 
ſtanding that he was both a good and à pious man, 
made his company ſo inſufferable, that nothing 
could compenſate it. If his breakfaſt was not ready 
to a moment, if a diſh of meat was too much or 
too little done; in ſhort, if any thing failed of ex- _ 
actly hitting his taſte, he was ſure to be out of hu- 
mour all that day; ſo that, indeed, he was ſcarce 
ever in a good temper a whole day together: for 
Fortune ſeems to take a delight in thwarting this 
kind of diſpoſition, to which human bfe, with its 
2 eroſſes and accidents, is in truth by no means 
ted on ered art gn 
* Mr Bennet was now, by my deſire, as well as his 
own, determined to quit the pariſh; but when he 
attempted to get an exchange, he found it a matter 
of more difficulty than he had apprehended : for the 
rector's temper was ſo well known among the 
neighbouring clergy, that none of them could be 
brought to think of ſpending three months in a 
year with him. | | l 
After many fruitleſs enquiries, Mr Bennet thought 
beſt to remove to London, the. great mart of all 
affairs eccleſiaſtical and civil. This project greatly 
pleaſed him; and he reſolved, without more delay, 
to take his leave of the rector; which he did in the 
molt friendly manner poſſible, and preached his 
| | ts | farewell 
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farewell ſermon; nor was there a dry eye in the 
© church, except among the fe whom my aunt, ho 
* remained {till inexorable, had ay hs? N to hate 
© us. without any canſe. | 
- © To London we came, and took up eue lodgin ng 
_ © the firſt night at the inn where the ſtage · coach ſet 
© us down; the next morning my huſband vent out 
4. early on his buſineſs, and returned with the good 
* news of having heard of a curacy, and of having 
equipped himſelf with a lodging in the neighbour. 
© hood of a worthy. peer, who, ſaid he, was oy fel. 
low collegiate; and what is more, IL have a. direction 
Sto a perſon who will n your legacy at a 
* reafonable rate. oy 
© This laſt particular was extremely agreeable ty 
© me; for our laſt guinea was new broached; and 
the rector had lent my huſband ten pounds to-pay 
©. his debts in the country; for with all his peeviſh-. 
* neſs he was a good and a generous man, and had 
indeed fo many valuable qualities, that I lamented: 
1 © his temper, after I knew him ene a8 much 
e eee ee Re, | 
We now quitted the inn, and vent eee 06. 
© pings, where my huſband having placed me in ſaſe - 
ty, as he ſaid, he went about the butineſs of che le- 
+36 Saen: with good aſſurance of ſucceſs. 
NMy huſband returned elated. with bibGaccats; the 
4 ente whom he applied having undertaken td, 
advance the legacy, which he fulblled as ſoon as tlie 
proper enquiries could be made, and e inſtru- 
. ments prepared fer that purpoſ. 
This, however, took up ſo much time, chat 2s. 
our fund was ſo very low, we were reduced to ſome 
diſtreſs, and obliged to livẽ extremely: penurious; 
$ nor would all do, without my taking a moſt dif- 
. pe way of . neee e 
0 A SOWDS. - 
+ ©, Mr Bennet was now ſettled in a curacy in town, 
2 reatly to his ſatisfaction; and our affairs ſeemed to 
© have-a- proſperous aſpect, when: he came home to 
me one morning in much apparent diſorder, look- 
ba i ud 00g as' en ee 7 
; 4 — 4 L 5 1 


«K „ 2 «a «c a 


„ % wu ®@ «a « a 0&0 


c 


* me * 85 4 Py a _ A * — mY Py * — R «a Ca - 


* 


10 


chap. 35... HH 08: 


or other to get him a dram; for that he was taken 
« with a ſudden faintneſs and lowneſs of ſpirits. 
« Frightzd as I was; I immediately ran dovyn ſtairs, 
and procured ſome rum of the miſtreſs of the houſe; 
the firſt time, indeed, I. ever knew him drink any. 
When he came to himſelf, he begged me not to be 
alarmed; for it was no diſtemper, but ſomething 
that had v-xed him, which had cauſed his diſorder, 
which he had now perfealy-recovered. | * 
« He then told me the whole affair. He had hi- 
therto deferred paying a viſit to the Lord whom I 
mentioned to have been formerly his fellow collegi- 
ate, and was now his neighbour, till he could put 
himſelf in decent rigging. He had now purchaſed 
a new caſſock, hat and wig, and went to pay his 
reſpects to his old acquaintance, who had received 
from him many civilities and aſſiſtances in his learn- 
ing at the univerſity, and had promiſed to return 
them fourfold hereafter. 5 
It was not without ſome difficulty that Mr Bennet 
got into the antichamber. Here he waited, or, as 
the phraſe is, cooled his heels for above an hour 
before he ſaw his Lordſhip; nor had he ſeen him 
then, but by accident: for my Lord was going out, 
when he caſually intercepted him in his paſſage to 
* his chariot, ' He approached to ſalute him with 
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* ſome familiarity, though with ſome reſpect, depend- * | 


ing on his former intimacy, when my Lord ſtopping 
* ſhort, very gravely told him, he had not the plea- 
* {ure of knowing him. How! my Lord,“ ſaid he, 
can you have ſo ſoon forgot your old acquaintance - 
* Tom Bennet? O Mr Bennet, cries his Lordſhip, 


with much reſerve, * is it you? you will pardon 


* my memory. I am glad to ſee you, Mr Bennet; 
* out you mult excuſe me at preſent: for I am in 
very great haſte.” He then broke from him, and 
* without more ceremony, or any ſurther invitation, 
vent directly into his chariot. ; e 
This cold reception from a perſon for whom my 
huſband had a real friendſhip, and from whom he 
had great reaſon to expect a very warm return of 
affection, ſo affected the poor man, that it eauſed all 
thoſe ſymptoms which I have mentioned before. 
| Though 


- 
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Though this incident produced no material con- 
s ſequence, I could not paſs it over in filence; as, of 
© all the misfortunes which ever befel him, it affected 
my huſband: the moſt. I need not, however, to x 
« woman of your delicacy, make any comments on 
© a behaviour, which, though I believe it is very com- 
mon, is nevertheleſs cruel and baſe beyond deſcrip. 
tion; and is diametrically oppoſite to true honour, 
as well as to goodnefs. br IPL gb per] 
Jo reheve the uneaſineſs which my huſband felt 
on account of his falte friend, I prevailed with him 
to go every night, almoſt for a fortnight together, 
to the play; a diverſion of which he was greatly 
fond, and from which he did not think his being a | 
clergyman excluded him; indeed, it is very well if 
thoſe auſtere perſons who would be inclined to cen- 
ſure him on this head, have themſelves no greater 
ſins to anſwer for. RE 
From this time, during three months, we paſſed 
our time very agreeably, a little too agreeably per- 
haps for our circumſtances : for howeyer- innocent 
diverſions may be in other reſpects, they muſt be 
owned to be expenſive. When you conſider then, 
Madam, that our income from the curacy was leſs 
than forty pounds a- year, and that after payment 
of the debt to the rector, and another to my aunt, 
with the coſts in law which ſhe had occaſioned by 
ſuing for it, my legacy was reduced to lefs than ſe- 
venty pounds, you will not wonder that in diver- 
ſions, cloaths, and the common expences of life, we 
had almoſt conſumed our whole ſtock. > 
The inconſiderate manner in which we had lived 
for ſome time, will, I doubt not, appear to you to 
want ſome excuſe ; but I have none to make for it. 
Two things, however, now happened, Which occa+ 
ſioned much ſerious reflection to Mr Bennet; the 
one was, that I grew near my time; the other, that 
he now received a letter. from Oxford, demanding 
the debt of forty pounds, which I mentioned to you 
before. The former of theſe, he made a pretence 
of obtaining a delay for the payment of the latter, 
promiſing in two months to pay off half the _ 
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by which means he obtained a forbearance during 

,of that time, J TESTO) 8 
Ted I was now delivered of a ſon, a matter which 
0 4 ſhould in reality have increaſed our concern; but 
on on the contrary it gave us great pleaſure; greater 
m- indeed could not have been conceived at the birth 
rip- of an heir to the moſt plentiful eſtate. So entirel 
dur, thoughtleſs were we, and ſo little forecaſt had we 
rl] of thoſe many evils and diſtreſſes to which we had 
felt rendered a human creature, and one ſo dear to us, 
him liable. The day of a chriſtening is in all families, 
her, ] believe, a day of Jubilee and rejoicing; and yet, if 
atly we conſider the intereſt of that little wretch Who 
4 ais the occaſion, how very little reaſon would the 
ell 1 6 


moſt ſanguine perſons have for their joy! | 

cen · * But though our eyes were too weak to look for- 
« ward for the ſake of our child, we could not be 
* blinded to thoſe dangers that inumediatelythreatened 

aſſed WH *< ourſelves. Mr Bennet, at the expiration of the two 


per- months, received a ſecond letter from Oxford, in a 
cent very peremptory ſtyle, and threatening a ſuit with- 
ſt be © out any farther delay. This alarmed us in the 
then, * ſtrongeſt manner; and my huſband, to ſecure his li- 
s leſs © berty, was adviſed for a while to ſhelter himſelf in 
ment the verge of the court. | | BE 
aunt, And now, Madam, I am entering on that ſcene 
di by * which directly leads to all my miſery. Here 
in ſe⸗ The ſtopped, and wiped her eyes, —and then begging 
Itver- Amelia to excuſe her for a few minutes, ran haſtily 
fe, we out of the room, leaving Amelia by herſelf, while ſhe _ 


| refreſhed her ſpirits with a cordial' to enable her to 
lived relate what follows in the next chapter, _ | 
ou to | os 8 | 
for It. #4 H A | P. VI. 
Gcca- i | . $4.5 | 3 
3 Farther continued. 
e | : JE R N 
3 RS Bennet returning into the room, made a 
| ow L ſhort apology for her abſence, and then pro- 
0 yo ceeded in theſe words: | „ . 


tence 


bab We now left our lodging, and took a ſecond floor 

atter, in that very houſe where you now are; to which 

* we were recommended by the woman where we 

* had before lodged : for the miſtreſſes of both houſes 
Vor. II, Ts ns 3 


debt, 
b 


were 
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.* were acquainted; and, indeed, we had been all a il 
© the play together, To this new, lodging, then, 
* (fuch was our wretched deſtiny), we immediately 
« repaired, and were received by Mrs Elliſon (how 
can I bear the ſound of that deteſted name !) with Wi 
much civility : ſhe took care, however, during the 
« firſt fortnight of our reſidence, to wait upon us 
every Monday morning for the rent; ſuch being, 
it ſeems, the cuſtom of this place, which, as it was Ml 
inhabited chiefly by perſons in debt, is not the re-. 
of credit. F 
* My huſband, by the ſingular goodnefs of Fe 
rector, who greatly compaſſionated his caſe, was 
enabled to continue in his curacy, though he could 
© only do the duty on Sundays. He was, however, 
* ſometimes obliged to furniſh a perſon to officiate at 
his expence; ſo that our income was very ſcanty, 
and the poor little remainder of the legacy-being 
almoſt ſpent, we were reduced to ſome difficulties, 
and, what was worſe, ſaw (till a proſpect of greater 
© before our eyes. „ 7 
©. * Under theſe circumſtances, how agreeable to poor 
Mr Bennet muſt have been the behaviour of Mrs 
* Elliſon, who, when he carried her her rent on the 
« uſual day, told him, with a benevolent ſmile, that 
he needed not to give himſelf the trouble of ſuch 
exact punctuality. She added, that, if it was at 
© any time. inconvenient to him, he might pay her 
* when he pleaſed. * To fay the truth,” ſays the, *1 
« never was ſo much pleaſed with any lodgers in my 
« life. I am convinced, Mr Bennet, you are a ver) 
* worthy man, and you are a very happy one too; for | 
% you have the prettieſt wife, and the prettieſt child 
«© Jever ſaw.'—Theſe, dear Madam, were the words 
© the was pleaſed to make uſe of; and I am ſure ſhe 
« bchaved to me with ſuch an appearance of friendſhip 
and affection, that, as I could not perceive any pos- 
© ſible views of intereſt which ſhe could have in her 
« profeſſions, I eaſily believed them rel. 
©, © There lodged in the fame houſe—O Mrs Booth! 
* © the blood runs cold to my heart, and ſhould run 
$5. cold to yours when I name him: there Jodged 
in the ſame houſe a lord—the lord indeed whom! 
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Winn a n 
have fince ſeen in your company. This Lord, Mrs 
W- Elliſon told me, had taken a great fancy to my lit- 

W- tle Charly: fool that I was, and blinded by my own _ 
paſfion, which made me conceive that an infant, not 
three months old, could be really, the object of af- 
fection to any beſides a parent; and more eſpecially 


to a gay young fellow! but if I was filly in being 
deceived, how wicked was the wretch who deceived 
me; who uſed ſuch art, and employed ſuch pains, 


ſuch incredible pains to deceive me! he acted the 
_=_ of a nurſe to my little infant; he danced it, he 
alled it, he kiſſed it; declared it was the very 
picture of a nephew of his, his favourite ſiſter's 
child; and ſaid ſo many kind and fond things of 
its beauty, that I myſelf, though, I believe, one of 
the tendereſt and fondeſt of mothers, ſcarce carried 
my own ideas of my little darling's perfection be 


yond the compliments which he paid it. 


My Lord, however, perhaps from modeſty before 
my face, fell far ſhort of what Mrs Elliſon reported 

from him. And now, when ſhe found the impreſſion 
which was made on me by theſe means, ſhe took 
every opportunity of infinuating to me his Lordſhip's 
many virtues, his great goodneſs to his fiſter's chil- - 
dren in particular; nor did the fail to drep'ſfome' 
hints, which gave me the molt fimple and ground- 

leſs hopes of ſtrange conſequences from his fondneſs ' 


to my Charly”: 221-77 


When by theſe means, which, ſimple as they max 

appear, were, perhaps, the moſt artful, my Lord had 

gained ſomething more, I think, than my eſteem, 
he took the fureſt method to confirm himſelf in my rf 

affection. This was, by profeſſing the higheſt friend. 

* thip for my huſband : for, as to myſelf, I do affure ' 

, you, he never ſhewed me more than common re- 

* pet; and I hope you will believe, I ſhould have 

immediately ſtartled and flown off if he had. Poor I 

* accounted for all the friendſhip which he expreſſed ' 
for my huſband, and all the fondneſs which he ſhew- / 

ed to my boy, from the great prettineſs of the one, 
and the great merit of the other; fooliſhly conceiv- | 

* 10g, that others ſaw with my eyes, and felt with my 
heart, Little did I dream, that my own unfortunate — 
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perſon was the fountain of all this Lent. Soo neſs, 
and was the intended price of it. 7 

One evening, as I was drinking tea ie Mrs 
Elliſon by my Lord's fire, (a liberty which ſhe never 
ſcrupled taking when he was gone out), my little Wi 
Charly, now about half a year old, ſitting in her 
lap; my Lord, accidentally no doubt; indeed, I then 
thought it ſo, came in. I was confounded, ang 
offered to go; but my Lord declared, if he diſturbed 

Mrs Elliſon's company, as he phraſed it, he would 
himſelf leave the room. When I was thus prevail- 
ed on to keep my ſeat, my Lord immediately tock 
my little baby into his lap, and gave it ſome tea 
there, not a little at the expence of his embroidery ; 
for he was very richly dreſſed: indeed, he was as fine 
a figure as, perhaps, ever was ſeen; His behaviour 
on this occaſion gave me many ideas in his fayour. 1 
* thought he diſcovered good ſenſe, good-· nature, con-- 
deſcenſion, and other good qualities, by the fondneſs 
he ſhewed to my child, and the contempt he ſeemed 
to expreſs for his Gnery, which. ſo greatly became 
him: for I cannot deny but that he was the hand- 
ſomeſt and genteeleſt perſon in the world, though 
fuch' conſiderations advanced him not a ſtep in my 
favour. 
My huſband now e from church, (for this 
Phy ona Sunday), and was, by my Lord's parti- 
cular deſire, nſhered into the room. My Lord received 
him with the utmoſt politeneſs, and with many profeſ- 
ſions of eſteem; which, he ſaid, he had conceived 
from Mrs Elliſon's repreſentations of his merit. 
He then proceeded to mention the living, which 
was detained from my huſband, of which Mrs El- 
liſon had likewiſe informed kim; and ſaid, he 
thought it would be no difficult matter to obtain 2 
reſtoration of it by the authority of the biſhop, Who 
was his particular friend, and to whom he would 
take an immediate opportunity of mentioning it. 
This, at laſt, he determined to do the very next day; 
when he eee us both to dinner, where we were 
to be acquainted with his Lordſhip's ſucceſs. 
My Lord now inſiſted on my huſband's Raying 
s fu gh with him, WI taking an an KL 
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WOhap. 6. ELIA a - 
but Mrs Elliſon declared, he ſhould not part man 
and wife; and that ſhe herſelf. would ſtay with me. 
The motion was too agreeable to me to be reject. - 
ed; and, except the little time I retired to put my 

child to bed, we ſpent together the moſt agreeable | 

evening imaginable; nor was it, J believe, eaſy to 

decide, whether Mr Bennet or . were moſt ; 

delighted with his Lordſhip and Mrs Elliſon ; but 
this 1 aſſure you, the generoſity of the one, and the 
« extreme civility and kindneſs of the other, were the 
« ſubjects of our converfation all the enſuing night, 
during which we neither of us cloſed our eyes. 

The next day at dinner, my Lord acquamted us, 

that he had prevailed with the biſkop to write to 

the clergyman in the country; indeed, he told us, 
that he had engaged the biſhop to be very warm in 
our intereſt, and had not the leaſt doubt of ſucceſs. 

This threw us both into a flow of ſpirits; and in the 

* afternoon, Mr Bennet, at Mrs Elliſon's requeſt, 

* which was ſeconded by his Lordſhip, related the . 

* hiſtory of our lives, from our firſt acquaintance, 

My Lord ſeemed. much affected with ſome tender 

* ſcenes, which, as no man could better feel, ſo none 

could better deſcribe than my huſband. When he 

had finiſhed, my Lord begged pardon for mention- 
ing an occurrence which gave him ſucha particular 
concern, as it had diſturbed that delicious ſtate of _ 

* happineſs in which we had lived at our former 
lodging. It would be ungenerous,” ſaid he, 
to rejoice at an accident, which, though it brought 
| © me fortunately acquainted with two of the moſt 

* agreeable people in the world, was yet at the ex- 

e pence of your mutual felicity. The circumſtance E * 

e mean, is your debt at Oxford; pray how doth that 

* ſtand? I am refolved it ſhall never diſturb your hap- _ 

* pineſs hereafter.” At theſe words, the tears burſt © 

from my poor huſband's eyes; and in an ecſtacy of 

2 gratitude, he cried out, Your Lordſhip overcomes 

me with generoſity, If you go on in this manner, 

both my wife's gratitude and mine muſt be bank - 

** Tupt,” He then acquainted my Lord with the exact 

* ſtate of the caſe, and received aſſurances from him, 

' that the debt ſhould never trouble him. My huſband 
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was again breaking out into the warmeſt expreſſiom 
of gratitude; but my Lord ſtopt him ſhort; ſaying, 
** If you have any obligation, it is to my little Cha 1 
* here, from whole little innocent ſmiles I have. recei- 
* ved more than the value of this trifling debt in plen- 
« ſure.” I forgot to tell you, that when I offered to leave 


the room after dinner, upon my child's account, my 


Lord would not ſuffer me; but ordered the child to 
© be brought to me. He now took it out of my arms, 

placed it upon his own. knee, and fed it with-ſome: 
fruit from the deſſert. In ſhort, it would be more 
* tedious to you than myſelf, to relate the thouſand 
little tenderneſſes he ſhewed to the child. He gave it 
many baubles; amongſt the reſt was a coral, worth at 
© leaſt three pounds; and when my huſband was con- 
fined near a fortnight to his chamber with a cold, 


© he viſited the child every day; (for to this infant's 


© account. were all the viſits placed); and ſeldom failed 
Of enen his viſit with. a preſent to. the. little | 


3 thing. 


Here, Mrs. Booth, I cannot t help mentioning a 
doubt which hath often. ariſen in my mind, ſince I 
have, been enough miſtreſs of myſelf to reffect on 
this horrid train which. was laid to blow. up my in- 
* Nocence.. Wicked and barbarous it was to the 
higheſt degree, without any queſtion: but my doubt 
is, whether the art or folly of it be the more con- 
* ſpicuons : for however delicate and refined the art 
* muſt be allowed to have. been, the folly, I. think. 


© muſt, upon a fair examination, appear no leſs 


* altoniſhing: for to lay all conſiderations of cruelty 


and crime. out of the caſe, what a fooliſh bargains 


* doth the man make for himſelf, who. purchaſes ſo 
7 a pleaſure at ſo high a price! 75 

© We had lived near three weeks. with. as. much free 
dom as if we had been all of the ſame family; when 
© one afternoon, my Lord propoſed to my huſband to 
ride down himſelf to ſolicit. the ſurrender: for he 
ſaid the biſhop had received an unſatisfactory anſwer 
from the parſon, and had writ a ſecond letter more 
preſſing; which his Lordſhip now promiſed us to 


« ſtrengthen by one of his own that my huſband was 1 
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* with great thankfulneſs; and the next day was ap- 
pointed for his journey. The diſtance was . ; 
« ſeventy miles. | 


My huſband ſet out on his journey; 85 he had | 


| « ſcarce left me before Mrs Ellifon came into mx 


room, and endeavoured to comfort me in his ab- 
ſence; to ſay the truth, though he was to be from 
me but a few days, and the purpoſe of his going was 
to fix our happineſs on a ſound foundation for all our 
future days, I could ſcarce ſupport my ſpirits: under 
this firſt ſeparation. But though then thought Mrs. 
Elliſon's intentions to be moſt kind and friendly 3 
yet the means ſhe uſed were utterly ineffectual, and 
appeared to me injudicious. Inſtead ef ſoothing my 
uneaſineſs, which is always the. firſt phyſic to be 


talk in a very unuſual Rile of gaiety, in which he x 
treated conjugal love with much ridicule. _ : 
© I gave her to underſtand. that ſhe diſpleaſed me 
by this diſcourſe; but ſhe ſoon: found means to give 
ſuch a turn to it, as made a merit of all ſhe had ſaid- 
And now, when ſhe had worked me into a good hu- 
mour, ſhe made a propoſal to me, which; I at firſt 
rejected; but at laſt fatally, . · too fatally ſuffered 
myſelf to. be over-perſuaded. This was to go to a 
maſquerade at Ranelagh, for which my Lord bad ä 
* furnithed her with tickets.” 

At theſe words, Amelia turned pale as death, and 
haſtily begged her friend to give her a glaſs of water, 
ſome air, or any thing: Mrs Bennet having thrown - 
Open the window, and procured the water, which pre- 
vented Amelia from fainting, looked at her with much 
tenderneſs, and cried, I do not wonder, my dear Ma- 
dam, that you are affected with my mentioning that 
fatal maſquerade; fince I firmly believe the ſame 
* ruin was intended for you at the ſame place. The 

* apprehenſion of which occaſioned the letter I ſent 

you this morning, and alb the trial of J Pacanes * 
which I have made ſince. + =} 
Amelia gave her a tender embrace, uh many ex- 5 


Preſſions of the warmeſt gratitude; aſſured her, ſue had 


pretty well recovered her ſpirits, and begged her to 4 


continue hs orgs 4 which Mrs Bene then did, 
 Howerery) | 


given to grief, the rallied me upon it, and began too : 


44 A n r 


However, as our readers may likewiſe be glad to 5 
cover their ſpirits ad we . here put an end to 
916 ag: ah | | x 


15 H Ki p. VII. 
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TR 8 Bennet proceeded thaw: | 

I was at length vtevatted « on to accompan 
Mrs Elliſon to the maſquerade. Here, I muſt con- 
feſs, the pleaſantneſs of the place, the variety of the 
dreſſes, and the novelty of the thing gave me much 
delight, and raiſed my fancy to the higheſt pitch, 
As 1 was entirely void of all ſuſpicion, my mind 
threw off all reſerve, and pleaſure only filled my 
thoughts. Innocence, it is true, poſſeſſed my heart; 
but it was innocence unguarded, intoxicated with 
fookſh deſires, and liable to every temptation, ' 

During the firſt two hours, we had many trifling ad- 
ventures not worth remembering. At length my 
Lord joined us, and continued with me all the even- 
ing; and we danced ſeveral dances together. | 
© I need not, I believe, tell you, Madam, how en- 
gaging his converſation is. I wiſhIcould with truth 
ſay, I was not pleaſed with it; or, at leaſt, that 1 
had a right to be pleaſed with it. But I will diſ- 
guiſe nothing from you: I now began to diſcover 
that he had ſome affection for me; but he had al- 

ready too firm a footing in my etee m, to make the 
diſcovety thocking. I wWill—I will own the truth; 
I was detight2d with perceiving a paſhon in bim, 
which I was not unwilling to think he had had from 
the beginning, and to derive his having concealed it 
ſo long, from his awe of my virtue, and his reſpe& 

to my underſtanding. I affure you, Madam, at the 
Tame time, my intentions were, never to exceed the 
bounds of innocence. I was charmed with the de- 
licacy of his paſſion ; and in the fooliſh, theught-⸗ 
leſs turn of mind in which I then was, I fancied: ; ſe 
might give ſome very diſtant encouragement to ſucks -. 
a paſſion in ſuch a man, ith the utmoſt ſafety; - 
that I might indulge my vanity and intereſt a“ 
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AM E. i H & 45. 
] know Mrs Booth will condemn all theſe thoughts,” | 
and I condemn them no leſs: myſelf; for it is now! 
my ſtedfaſt opinion, that the woman who gives up 
the leaſt out- work of her virtue; doth, 4 in chat voy 
moment, betray the citadel. Je 
About two o'clock we ee home, _ e 
a very handſome collation provided for us I was 
aſked to partake of it; and I did not; 1 cold not 
refuſe. 1 was not, however, entirely void of alk 
ſuſpicion, and I made many reſolutions; one of 
which was, not to drink a drop more than my uſual 
ſtint. This was, at the Weben nale en enen 
a pint of ſmall punch. 
] adhered ſtrictly to my quantity; 3 but in . 
quality, Jam convinced, L was deceived : for, be- 
fore I left the room, I found my head giddy. What 


the villain gave me, I know not; but beſides being 


intoxicated, 1 perceived effects from It, which are- 
not to be deſcribed. 5.4547 

Here, Madam, I maſk draw a ni over Nos re- 
ſidue of that fatal night. Let it ſuſfice, that it in- 
volved me in the moſt dreadful ruin; a ruin, to- 
which, I can truly ſay, 1 never cobſented; and of 
which I was Tearce conſcious, when the villainous' 
man avowed it to my face in the morning, 
Thus I have deduced my ſtory to the moltihorrid 
period; happy had I been, had this been the period 
of my lite but I was reſerved for greater miſeries: 
but before] enter on them, I will mention ſomething: 
very remarkable, with which I was now acquainted, 
and that will ſhew there was. nothing of accident 
which had befallen me; but that all was a effect 
of a long, regular, premeditated de pf 

© You may remember, Madam, I told you, chat we 
were recommended to Mrs Elliſon by the woman 
at whoſe houſe we had before lodged. This woman. 
it ſeems, was one of my Lord's pimps; and had be? 
fore introduced me to his Lordſhip's notice. 
* You are to know then, eee that this villain, 
this Lord, now confeſſed to me, that he had firſt ſeen 
me in the gallery at the oratorio; whither I had gone 
with tickets with which the woman where I felt. 
$ lodged had prone: me,] and which "ho it 
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_ ©. ſeems, pairchaſed ok my . Here 1 firſt rnet the 
vile betrayer, who was dil guiſed i in a rug eoat, and 
a patch upon his face.“ 

At theſe words, Amelia cried, 0 gracious Hes. 
vens ! and fell back in her chav! Mrs Bennet, with 
proper applications, brought her back to life; and 
then Amelia acquainted her, that ſhe herſelf had firſt 
ſeen the ſame perſon, in the ſame place, and in the 
ſame ctifguiſe. O, Mrs Bennet, cried ſhe, © how 
am I indebted to you! what words, what thanks, 
what actions can demonſtrate the gratitude of tyy 
© ſentiments !' I Took upon you, and always ſhall took 
upon you, as my preſerver from the brink of a pre- 
cipice; from which I was falling into the ſame ruin 
which you have ſo generouſly, ſo Muc and bo 
© nobly diſcloſed for my fake.' _ | 

Here the two ladies compared notes; and it ap- 
| peared, that his Lordſhip's behaviour at the Oratorio 
| had been alike to both: that he had made uſe of the 
very ſame words, the very ſame actions to Amelia, 
which he bad practiſed over before on poor unfortu- 
nate Mrs Bennet. It may, perhaps, be thought 
ſtrange, that neither of them could afterwards recol- 
le& him; but ſo it was. And, indeed, if we conſider 
the force of diſguiſe, the very ſhort time that either 
of them was with him at this firſt interview, and the 
very little curioſity that muſt have been ſappoſe&in 
the minds of the ladies, together with the amuſement 
in which they were then engaged, all wonder will, L 
_ apprehend, ceaſe. Amelia, however, now declared, | 
ſhe remembered his voice and features perfectly well; 
and was thoroughly ſatisfied he was the ſame perſon. 
She then accounted for his not having viſited in the 
| afternoon, according to his promiſe, from her decla- 
red reſolutions to Mrs Elliſon” not to ſee him. She 
now burſt forth into ſome very fatirical invectives 
Againſt that lady, and declared ſhe had the art, as well 

as the wickedneſs of the devil himſelf. 8 

Many congratulations now paſt from Mrs Bennet 
to Amelia, which were returned with the moſt heart) 
acknowledgments from that. lady. But, inſtead: of oY, 
- ro I our Av wet WR 1 we ſhall n Mrs To 
e ee 


} 


vi Chap. . AME L I æ. 47 
bee er's ſtory; which the reſumed, as we ſhall ſind in the 
Ha. CHA P. HA 
„With Further continuation. i 
, and B45 | 1 | 1 4 at © $452 n 
mm £ O ſooner,” ſaid Mrs Bennet, continuing her 
n the « | VN ftory, was my Lord departed, than Mrs Ek 
how BY liſon came to me. She behaved in ſuch a manner, 
ante, when ſhe became acquainted with what had paſſed, 
F chat though I was at firlt ſatisfied of her guilt, ſhe 
lber vegan to ſtagger my opinion; and, at length, pre- 
pre- « yailed upon me entirely to acquit her. She raved 4 
ruin like a madwoman againſt my Lord, ſwore he ſhould 
ad o not {tay a moment in her houſe, and that ſhe would 6 
never ſpeak to him more. In ſhort, had the been 
t ap- Wo moſt innocent woman in the world, ſhe could 
no not have ſpoke, nor acted any otherwiſe; nor could 
the he have vented more wrath and indignation againſt 
nelia, the betrayer. CCC 
eh. That part of her denunciation of - vengeance, 
zught « which concerned my Lord's leaving the houſe, ſhe 
eco vyowed ſhould be executed immediately; but then, 
\ ſider . fſceming to recollect herſelf, the ſaid, Conſider, my 
either dear child, it is for your ſake alone I ſpeak: will 
4 the © not ſuch a proceeding give ſome ſuſpicion to your 
ſed in © huſband ?” 1 anſwered, that I valued not that; that 
ment I was reſolved to inform my huſband of all, the mo- 
vill, 1 went 1 ſaw him; with many expreſſions of deteſta- 
lared, tion of myſelf, and an indifference for life, and for 
well; every thing elſe. | Ik . 
erſon. Mrs Ellifon, however, found means to ſooth me; 
in the and to ſatisfy me with my own innocence; a point; 
dock- in which, I believe, we are all eaſily convinced. In 
She bort, I was perſuaded to acquit both myſelf and 
es 5 her, to lay the whole guilt upon my Lord, and to 
s well * reſolve to conceal it from my huſband, 9 ooh * 
. * That whole day I confined myſelf to my cham- 
zennet * ber, and ſaw no perſon but Mrs Elliſon. I was, 


zearty | indeed, alhamed to look any one in-the face. Hap- 
ad of ; pily for me, my Lord went into the country withs - 
Ben, dur attempting to come near me; for I believe his 
na © ht would have driven me to madneſs, 4 * RY 
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-< ſolved to leave her lodgings the moment my Lord 
came to town; not on her account, (for J really in. 
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The next day I told Mrs Elliſon, that I was 1e 


« clined to think her innocent), but on my Lord's 
© Whoſe face I was reſolved, if poſſible, never more to 
* behold. She told me, I had no reaſon to quit her 
© houſe on that ſcore; for that my Lord himſelf had 
* left her lodgings that morning in reſentment, ſhe 
believed, of the abuſes which ſhe had caſt on him, 
che da before.... ggh tes e ee 

« This confirmed me in the opinion of her inno- 
© cence; nor hath ſhe from that day to this, till ny 
acquaintance with you, Madam, done any thing to 
forfeit my opinion. On the contrary, I owe her 
< many good offices; among the reſt, I have an an 
nuity of one hundred and fifty pound a- year from 


my Lord, which I know was owing to her; ſolicita- 0 


tions: for ſhe is not void of generoſity or good-na- Will © 


ture; though, by what I have lately ſeen, I am con - 

« vinced ſhe was the cauſe of my ruin, and hath en- 

+ deavoured to lay the ſame ſnares for you. 

hut to return to my melancholy ſtory. My huſ. Wl © 

band returned at the appointed time; and I met 

him with an agitation of mind not to be deſcribed, Wl 

Perhaps the fatigue which he had undergone in his 
journey, and his diſſatisfaction. at his ill ſucceſs, pre- 

vented his taking notice of what I feared was too 

« viſible. - All his hopes were entirely fruſtrated; the 

* clergyman had not received the Biſhop's letter; and 

© as to my Lord's, he treated it with deriſion and : 

* contempt. Tired as he was, Mr Bennet would not . 

* fit down till he had enquired for my Lord, intend- Wl . 

ing to go and pay his compliments. Poor man! 

he little ſuſpected that he had deceived him, as 1 

© have ſince known, concerning the Biſhop; much 
leſs did he ſuſpect any other injury. But the Lord 

© the villain was gone out of town; ſo that he was 

forced to poſtpone all his gratitude. . 8 


Mr Bennet returned to tcwn late on the Saturday 
©, night, nevertheleſs he performed his duty at church 
© the next day; but T refuſed to go with him. This, 
© I think, was the firſt refuſal I was guilty of ſinee qu 


+ -preſency 


8 x: 
* 


chap. 8. | ; 
e. < preſence, which had been the ſource of all my hap- 
.or( pineſs, was become my bane. F will not ſay I ha- 
y ted to fee him; but J can fay I was aſtiamed, in- 
rd's, « deed, afraid to look him in the face. I was con- 
re to © ſcious of I know not wha Guilt, I hope, it can- 
© her not be called. "of INES 8 | | 
bad I hope not, nay, I think not,” cries Amelia. 
ſhe BR My huſband,” continued Mrs Bennet, perceived 
him, 


my diffatisfaRion, and imputed it to his il] ſucceſs in 
the country, I was pleaſed with this felt-delufion 

and yet, when I fairly compute the agonies I ſuf- 
11 roy WY © fered at his endeavours to comfort me on that head, 
ng to I paid moſt ſeverely for it. O my dear Mrs Booth, 

© her happy is the deceived party between true lovers, and 

m an- © wretched indeed is the author of the deceit ! 

from In this wretched condition I paſſed a whole week, 

licita- Wil © the molt miſerable, I think, of my whole life, en- 
„na. © deavouring to humour my huſband's deluſion, and 

con- © to conceal my own tortures; but I had reaſon to 

th en- fear J could not ſucceed long; for on the Saturday 

night I perceived a viſible alteration in his beha- 
y hu. viour to me. He went to bed in an apparent ill 
I met humour, turned ſullenly from me; and if I offered 


eribed. at any endearments, he gave me only peeviſh an- 
. in is * ſwers. . | | | | a 
, pre · © After a reſtleſs turbulent night, he roſe early on 


as too Sunday morning, and walked down ſtairs, I ex- 
d; the pected his return to breakfaſt, but was ſoon inform- 
r; and ed by the maid that he was gone forth; and that it 
on and i was no more than ſeven v'clock. All this, you may 
11d not believe, Madam, alarmed me. I ſaw plainly he had 
intend- diſcovered the fatal ſecret, though by what means 
„man! I could not divine. The ſtate of my mind was very 
| little hort of madneſs. Sometimes 1 thought -of 
* running away from my injured huſband, and ſome- 
times of putting an end to my liſfſdm. 
| In the midit of ſuch perturbations I ſpent the day. | 
| My huſband returned in the evening. O Hea- 
vens! can I deſcribe what followed? ——It is im- 
; pölſible, I ſhall ſink under the relation.——He 
entered the room, with a face as white as a ſheet,” 
; his lips trembling, . and his eyes red as coals of fire, 
and ſtarting as it were from his head Molly,” 
XL. K. | | h e « cries. 
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50 A M E IL 1 4. Book Vll 
<. cries he, throwing himſelf into his chair, © are You 
% well? Good Heavens! ſays I, what's the 
matter Indeed, I cannot ſay 1 am well. :No !' 
< ſays he,—ſtarting from his chair, * falſe monſter, Wl 


* you have — me, deſtroyed me, you hate 


< ruined your huſband.“ Then, Jooking like a fury, 
he ſnatched off a large book from a table, and with 
the malice of a madman, threw it at my head, and 
knocked me down backwards. He then caught me 
up in his arms, and killed me with moſt extraya- 


< gant tenderneſs; then, looking me ſtedfaſtly i in the 


face for ſeveral moments, the tears guſhed in a tor- 
rent from his eyes, and with his utmoſt violence he 


threw me again on the floor kicked me, ſtamped 


upon me. I believe, indeed, his intent was to kill 
me, and I believe he chought he had accompliſh 
„ 

I lay on the ground for ſore minutes, I believe, 
£ deprived of my ſenſes. When I recovered myſelf, 
I found my huſband lying by my fide on his face, and 
+. the blood running from him. It ſeems, when he 
thought he had diſpatched me, he run his head 
© with all his force againſt a cheſt of drawers which 
< ſtood in the room, and gave himſelf 4 dreadful 
wound in his 
I can truly ſay, I felt not the leaſt W far 
the uſage I had received; I thought I deſerved it 
all; though, indeed, I little gueſſed what he had | 
ſuffered from me. I now uſed the molt earneſt en- 
treaties to him to compoſe himſelf; and endea- 
voured with my feeble arms to raiſe him from the 
ground. At length, he broke from me, and 1 pring- 
ing from the ground, flung himſelf into a chair, 
when looking wildly at me, he cried, — Go from 


' 


© 


me, Molly. I beſeech you leave me, I would not. 


« kill you.'— He then diſcovered to me O Mrs 
Booth, can you not gueſs it?—I was indeed polluted 


by the villain—1 had infected my huſband 0 Hee 


« vens! Why do I live to relate any thing ſo horrid ! 


I will not, I cannot yet ſurvive it. I cannot forgive 


« myſelf. Heaven cannot forgive me. 
Here ſhe became inarticulate with the W of 
her grief, and fell e y into ſuch Wy th 


olluted ] 


O Hea- 


= — 


e 


nee of 
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the frighted Amelia began to call aloud for ſonſe aſ- 


2 ſiſtance. Upon this, a maid-ſervant came up, who 
ſeeing her miſtreſs in a violent convulſion- fit, preſent- 
y ſcreamed out ſhe was dead. Upon which, one of 


the other ſex made his appearance; and who ſhould: 


W this be herr the honeſt Serjeant ? whoſe countenance 


ſoon made it evident, that though a ſoldier, and 2: 
brave one too, he was not the leaſt concerned of alt 


| the company on. this occaſion. 


The render, if he hath been. acquainted UEY ſcenes: 
of this kind, very m_ knows. that Mrs-Bennet, in 


oY the uſual time, returne rp to the poſſeſſion of her 


voice; the firſt uſe of {ke made, was to expreſs. 
her altoniſhment at the preſence of the Serjeant, 1 
with a frantic air, to enquire who he was. 

The maid concluding that her miſtreſs was not yet 


returned to her ſenſes, anſwered, © Why tis my ma- 


*. fer; Madam. Heaven preſerve your ſenſes, Madam, 


Lord, Sir, my. miltreſs. muſt be Very. bad not to. 
| © know you. 


What Atkinſon thought at this.inftant,. I will not- 
ſay ; but certain it is, he looked not over- wiſe. He: 
attempted twice to take hold of Mrs Bennet's hand; 
but ſhe withdrew it haſtily, and preſently after riſing. | 
up trom. her-chair, ſhe declared. herſelf. pretty well a- 
gain, and defired;Atkinſon.and the maid*to withdraw. 
Bath of whom. preſently obeyed; the Serjeant appear 
ing, by his countenance, to want comfort almoſt as. 
much;as. the lady did to whoſe aſſiſtance he had been⸗ 


ſummoned. 


It is a good maxim to truſt a perſon entirely or not 
at all: for a ſecret is often innocently blabbed out by” 
thoſe who know but half of it. Certain it is that the- - 
maid's ſpee ch communicated a ſuſpicion to the mind of 
Amelia, which the behaviour of the Serjeant did not 
tend to remove : what that is, the ſagacious readers. 
may likewiſe probably ſuggeſt to themlelves ; if not, 
they muſt wait our time for-diſcloſing it. We ſhall 
now reſume the hiſtory of Mrs Bennet, who, after- 


many polen ee to the matters in A nent 


chapter. | pt en 
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bn 'HEN IT became ſenſible, cries Mrs Bennet, 
VV of the injury I had done my huſband, I threy 
* myſelf at his feet, and embracing his knees, white | 
© I bathed them with my tears, I begged a patient 
© hearing, declaring if he was not ſatisfied with what 
I thould ſay, 1 would become a willing victim of | 
his reſentment. IT ſaid, and I faid truly, that if 
IJ owed my death that inſtant to his hands, I ſhould 
© have no- ether terror, but of the fatal conſequence 
* which it might produce to himſelf, | 5 
Hie ſeemed a little pacified, and bid me fay what. 
. e835 IVE IONS 
I. then gave him a faithful relation of all that had 
happened. He heard me with great attention, and, 
© at the concluſion, cried, with a deep figh,— 0 
Molly, I believe it all. —You muſt have been be. 
* trayed as you tell me; you could not be guilty of 
& ſuch baſenefs, ſuch cruelty, ſuch ingratitude.”—He 
then O it is impoſſible to deſcribe. his behaviour 
he expreſſed ſuch kindneſs, ſuch tenderneſs, ſuch 
© concern, for the manner in which he had uſed me 
I cannot dwell on this ſcene—1 ſhall relapſe—You 
* muſt exeuſe me. | 012 eee LP GO 
Amelia begged her to omit any thing which ſo ak 
fected her: and ſhe proceeded thu -s 
My huſband, who was more convinced than I was 
of Mrs Elliſon's guilt, dechred he would not fleep 
that night in her houſe. He then went out to ſee 
for a lodging; he gave me all the money he had, 
and left me te pay her bill, and put up the cloaths, 
telling me, if I had not money enough, I might 
leave the cloaths as a pledge: but he vowed he 
could not anſwer for himſchl, if he ſaw the face of 
Mrs Elliſon. h ONE 
Words can ſcarce expreſs the behaviour of that 
< artful woman, it was fo kind and ſo generous. She 
* ſaid ſhe did not blame my huſband's reſentmens, 
nor could ſhe expect any other, but that he and all 
dhe world ſhould cenſure her—That ſhe haced 150 
e : , . 
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. couſin, if poſſible, more. 
might leave my cloaths there that eyening; but that 
ſhe would ſend them to us the next morning: that 


oOdious l cannot bear the thought, the 


Chap. 91 CW E 52 
« houſe almoſt. as much as we did, and deteſted her 
In fine, ſhe ſaid, that L 


« ſhe ſcorned the thought of detaining them; and as 
for the paultry debt, we might pay her whenever 


© we pleaſed: for to do her juſtice, with all her VICES,... 
© ſhe hath ſome good in her.. 


Some good i in her, indeed is cou Amelia, with 


great indignation. 
We were ſcarce ſettled in our new lodgings,” con- 


tinued Mrs Bennet, when my huſband began to- 


complain of a pain in his inſide. He told me he 
feared he had done himſelf ſome injury in his rage, 
and had burſt ſomething within him. As to the 
great ſkill of 
his ſurgeon ſoon entirely cured him; but his other 
complaint, inſtead of yielding to- any application, 
grew {till worſe and worls, nor ever een, till it : 
brought him to his grave. | ; 
O, Mrs Booth, could 1 have 1 certain that I 
had occaſioned this, however innocent I had o- 
© calioned it, { could never have ſurvived it; but the 
ſurgeon, who opened him after his death, affured-: 
me, that he died of whät they called a polypus in 
his heart, and that nothing which had happened 
* on account of me, was in the leaſt the occaſion of. 
* it. © 
I have, however;: relitbe? ihe affair truly to you. 
The firſt complaint 1 ever heard of the kind, was 


within a day or two after we left Mrs Elliſon's; and 


this complaint remained till his death, which mi he. 


| © induce him perhaps to attribute his death to another 


cauſe; buti the ſurgeon; who is a man of the higheſt 
; eminences hath-always-declared the contrary to me, 
© with::the. moſt poſitive. certainty ; 5 d chis punch. 
© hath been my only comfort. 

When my huſband died, which was about ten 
* weeks after we quitted Mrs Elliſon's, of whom 1 
had then a different opinion from what I have now, 
* I was left in the moſt wretched condition imagt- 

* nable. I believe, Madam, the ſhewed you my letter. 
85 I did. every thing Ae me at that time, 


E-3. . 3 1 


„% 4 M Kk L I 4. "neowlii 
which I could have expected from the beſt if 


III will not deſcribe our interview, I am not able 


{0 
« 


a diſtreſs in which I muſt have otherwiſe nr 
I Her kindneſs to me in this ſeaſon of diſtreſs pre: 


venient for me to accept, and which ſeemed fo ge. 


At laſt Mrs Elliſon brought me a parchment from 


could att the part better. 


+ fion to think my Lord had any ſuch deſires 
© Good Heavens! what are theſe men! 1 is this 
, appetite, which muſt have novelty and reſiſtance for 
its provocatives; and which is delighted with us 
no longer than while we 0uy be conſidered 1 in the 


friends. She ſupplied me with money from he 
own pocket, by which means I was preſerved from 


periſhed. 


vailed on me to return again to her houſe. Why 
indeed, ſhould I have refuſed an offer ſo very con 


nerous in her to make! here I lived a very retired 
life, with my little babe, ſeeing no company but 
Mrs Elliſon herſelf, for a full quarter of a-year, 


my Lord, in which he had ſettled upon me, at het 
inſtance, as ſhe told me, and as I believe it was, 
an annuity of one hundred and fifty pound a-year, 
This was, I think, the very firſt time ſhe had men- 
tioned his hateful name to me fince my return to 
her houſe. And ſhe now prevaited upon me, tho', 
| affure you, not without much difficulty, to ſuſfer 
him to execute the deed in my preſence. 


to deſcribe it, and I have often wondered how [ 
found ſpirits to ſupport it. This I will ſay for him, 
that, if he was not a real penitent, no man alive 


« Beſide reſentment, I had another motive of my 
backwardneſs to agree to ſuch a meeting; and this 
was fear. I apprehended, and ſurely not without 
reaſon, that the annuity was rather meant as a bribe 
than a recompence, and that further deſigns were 
laid again my innocence ; but in this I found my- 
ſelf happily deceived ; For neither then, nor at any 
time ſince, have I e had the leaſt ſolicitation of 
that kind. Nor, indeed, have I ſeen the leaſt oor 


light of enemies!“ 
I thank you, Madam, ' cries Amelia, . or relieving 
me from my fears on Feen I. ae 


* 
$ 


k VII 3 Chap. 9. A M E A. 1 „ 


elt d the conſequence of this ſecond acquaintance with 
m her {uch a man, and in ſuch a ſituation.” 44 . 


« I aſſure, you, Madam, I was in no danger,” re- 
turned Mrs Bennet: for, beſides that I think I could 
have pretty well relied on my own reſolution, I have 


1 fron 
Vitably 


ſs pre. heard fince, at St Edmundſbury, from an intimate 
Why, © acquaintance of my Lord s, who was an entire 
y coll ſtranger to my affairs, that the higheſt degree of 
fo ge. inconſtancy is his character ; and that few of his 
retired I numberleſs miſtreſſes have ever received a ſecond 
ay but « viſit from him 
1-year, Well, Madam,” continued ſhe, * I think I have 
t from little more to trouble you with, unleſs I ſhould 're- 


at her 
t was, 
1-year, 
men- 
urn to 
, tho', 
ſuffer 


It able 


late to you my long ill (tate of health; from which 
I Iam lately, I thank Heaven, recovered: or, unleſs 
I ſhould mention to you the moſt grievous accident 
that ever befel me. the loſs of my poor dear Charly.“ 
Here ſhe made a full ſtop, and the tears ran down 
into her boſom. „% Et FE eat 
Amelia was filent a few minutes, while ſhe gave 
the Lady time to vent her paſſion; after which, ſhe 
began to pour forth a vaſt profuſion” of acknowledg- 


how | ments for the trouble ſhe had taken in relating her 
r him, hiſtory; but chiefly, for the motive which had induced 


1 alive her to it; and for the kind warning which ſhe had 


of my dent her that morning. „ 
1d. this © Yes, Madam,” cries: Mrs Bennet, © I am con- 
1thout * vinced, by what I have lately ſeen, that you are the 
2 bribe deſtined ſacrifice to this wicked Lord; and that Mrs 
s were Wl © Elliſon, whom I no longer doubt to have been the 
d my- * inſtrument of my ruin, intended to'betray you in the 
at any Wi © fame manner. The day l met my Lord in your 
tion of apartment, I began to entertain ſome ſuſpicions, and 

t occa-· * I took Mrs Elliſon very roundly to taſk upon them: 
e her behaviour, notwithſtanding many aſſeverations 
is this to the contrary, convinced me I was right; and 1 

ce for intended, more than once, to ſpeak to you, but 
ith us could not; till laſt night the mention of the maſ- 
in the * Querade determined me to delay it no longer, I 

8 4 therefore ſent you that note this morning; and am 
ieyins ' 81a you ſo luckily diſcovered the writer, as it hath 


led at : Siren me this opportunity of eaſing my mind; on 
E 1 D v5 4 


RE. 
F< rg 


given her by the little note which Mrs Bennet had 
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Be ting the laſt chapter; of the ſeventh book: 


-MELIA did not fail to make proper *. 2 
ments to Mrs Bennet, on the concluſion of he ff 
ipeech in the laſt chapter. | She told her; that fron 
the firſt moment of her - acquaintance; ſhe had the 
ſtrongeſt inclination. to her friendfhip ; and that her 


_ defires of that kind were much increaſed by hearing 
her ſtory, Indeed, Madam, ſays ſhe, you are 


much too ſeyere a judge on yourſelf; for- they muſt 


_ © have very little candour; in my opinion, who look 


© upon your caſe with any ſevere eye. To me, I af: 


*-ſure you, you appear highly the object of compaſ. 


© hon; and I ſhall always eſteem you, as an innocent 
and an unfortunate woman.“ 

Amelia would then have taken her 6 ut Mrs 
Renne ſo ſtrongly preſſed her to:ſtay to breakfaſt, that 
at length ſhe complied: indeed, the had faſted ſo 
long, and her de. ſpirits had boon: ſo. agitated with 


_ variety of paſſions, that nature very firongly ſeconded. 


Mrs Bennet's motion. | 
Whilſt the maid was preparing- the tea-equipage, 


Amelia, with a little flyneſs in her co;mtenance, a 


Mrs Bennet, if Serjeant Aitkinſon did nat lodge in 
the ſame houſe with her. The other reddened fo ex- 
tremely at the queſtion, repeated the Serjeant's name 
with ſuch heſitation, and behaved. ſo aukwardly, that 
Amelia wanted no further confirmation of her ſuſpt- 
cions. She would not, however, declare them abruptly 
to the other; but began a diſſertation on the Serjeant's: 
virtues: and after obſerving the great concern which 
he bad manifeſted, when Mrs Bennet was in her fit, 
concluded with ſaying, ſhe believed the Serjeant would: 
make the beſt huſband-in the world: far: that he had 
eat tenderneſs of heart, and a gentleneſs of mannen 
not often to be found in any man, and much ſeldomet . 
in perſons of his rank. | IS. 


5 why not in his rank? ' dd Mes BY 


1 hip. 1 „M E IL I A, 7 
indeed, Mrs Booth, we rob the lower order of man- 
ue. Lind of their due. I do not deny the force and power | 


now, with the lord who hath been the ſubject of 
converſation ; on which fide would an impartial : 


tly de.. of education; but when we' conſider how very inju- 
aicious is the education of t he better fort in general, 
e hov little they are inſtructed in the practice of vir- 
tue, we ſhall not expect to find the heart much im- 

A proved by it. And even as. ta the head, how very 
SY p lightly 4 do we commonly find it improved; by what 
ompli- WW: i; called a genteel education! I have myſelf, I think, 
of her Wi - ſeen inſtances of as great L. oodneſs, and as great 
t from . underſtanding too, among the lower ſort of people, 
2 © as among the higher, Let us compare your ſerjeant 
lat her c 


judge decide the balance to incline ?? 


y mult How monſtrous then, ' cries Amelia, is che opi- 
0 look nion of thoſe, who conſider our matching ourſelves 
„ Lal. the leaſt below us in degree, as a Kind © contami- 
ompafſ. * nation!” 


A moſt abſurd 1 — di 3 an- 
ſwered Mrs Bennet warmly, how abhorrent from 
juſtice, from common ſenſe, and from humanity!— 

but how extremely incongruous with a religion, 
* which profeſſes to know no difference of degree, 
but ranks all mankind on the footing of brethren! 
Of all kinds of pride, there is none ſo unchriſtian as 
that of ſtation; in reality, there is none ſo contemp- 
tible. Contempt, indeed, may be ſaid to be its 
* own object: for my own part, I know none 10 * 


Se * ſpicable as thoſe who. deſpiſe others. 
| foe = * 1 do aſſure you, ſaid Amelia, you ſpeak 
S DAME i © own ſentiments, I give you my e I ſhould net 
V. that © be aſhamed of being the wife of an honeſt man in 
5 ſuipt- any ſtation.— Nor, if I had been much higher than 
brupth BY © 1 was, ſhould I have thought myſelf degraded, by 
Jean" * calling our honeſt ſerjeant my huſband.? - 


Since you have made this declaration,? cries Mrs 
Bennet, J am ſure you will not be offended at a le- | 

* cret Jam going to mention to you.. 

Indeed, my dear, anſwered Amelia filing, I 
* wonder rather you have concealed-it ſo long; elpe- 
* crally after the many hints I have given you.” 


oh ms R me, 888 res the other hh. 
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38 AM E I. I " Book 9 
do not remember any ſuch hints; And perhaps, you 
do not even gueſs what 1 arti» going to ſay.” My 

-* ſecret is this; that no woman ever: Fad: fo ſincere, 


4 1 a lover, as vou have had'i in the Set 
jeant.“ 


> *tolonjn the Serjeant! 17 erer dens a lik 2 


p bps 


©. Have patience,” anſwered the C:Hevyes 1 1 thy 
you, my dear. As much furpriſed as you appear, 1 
© tell you no more than the truth; and yet ĩt is 2 truth 
„ you could hardly expect to hear. from me, eſpecialh 


_ © with ſo much good humour; fimce I will honeſth 
confeſs to you But what need have I to confeſt, 


What 1 know you gueſs already ?—Tell me now fit 
« cerely, don't you gueſs? 


* 1 gueks, indeed; and hope,” ſaid the, « that he 


* your huſband,” 


e is, indeed, my huſband, criesthe Abe, 400 
«© Tam moſt happy in your approbation. In honeli 


truth, you ought to approve my choice; inte you 


Vas every way the occaſion of my making it. Whit 
you ſaid of him, very greatly recommended him tv 
my opinion; but he endeared+ himſelf to me moſt, 
by what he ſaid of you. In ſhort, I have diſco- 
*. vered, that he hath always loved you, with, ſuch 2 
faithful, honeſt, noble, generous paſſion, that I wi 
*. conſequently convinced his mind muſt poſſeſs all the 


ingredients of ſuch a paſſion; and what are , 


but true honour, goadneſs, madeſtys. bravery, ten 
e derneſs, and, in. a word, every human — 


give me, my dear; but 1 was uneaſy till. I became 


myſelf the object of ſuch · a paſſion. 
And do you really think,“ ſaid Amelia Gnilihg, 
that 1 ſhall forgive yau robbing me of ſuch a lover 
or, ſuppoſing what you banter me with. was true 
do you really imagine you could. change ſuch 4 


0 Fata 925 


No, my dear,” anſwered the Senden 4 only hope 


I have changed. the object: for be aſſfured, there 8; 
no greater vulgar error, than that it i impoſlible 


for a man who loves one woman, ever to love - 
© other, On the contrary, it is certain, that à man "x 
4 h can love. one woman ſo well at adiſtance wt 


n A M N 
dove another better that is nearer to him. Indeed. 
+ | have heard one of the beſt huſbands in the world. 
declare, in the preſence of his wife, that he had al- 
"WS ways loved a princeſs. with, adoration. 'Lhefe paſ-. 2 
ons, which reſide only in very amorous and ver 
delicate minds, feed emy on the delicacies there 
| growing; and leave all the ſubſtantial food, and 
enough of the delicacy too, for the wife. 
= The tea being now ready, Mrs Bennet, or, if you 
pleaſe, for the future, Mrs Atkinſon, propoſed to call. 
in her huſband; but Amelia objected. She ſaid, ſhe 
ſhould be glad to fee him any other time; but was 1 
hen in the utmoſt hutry, as ſhe had been three hours, «4 
Jabſent from all ſhe moſt loved. However, ſhe had | 
ſcarce drank a diſh of. tea before ſhe changed her 
mind; and faying, the would not part man and wife, 
deſired Mr Atkinſon might appeer. 
The maid anſwered, that her maſter was not at 
home; which words ſhe had ſcarce ſpoken, when he 
knocked haſtily at the door; and immediately came 
running into the room, all pale and breathleſs; and 
addreſſing himſelf to Amelia, cried out, I am ſorry, 
my dear lady, to bring you ill news; but Captain 
* Booth'---* What ! what !' cries Amelia, dropping 
the tea-cup from her hand, * is any thing the matter 
with him !'---* Don't be frightened, my dear lady, "oj 
ſaid the Serjeant---* He is in very good health; but a 
* misfortune hath happened. Are my children 
« well?” ſaid Amelia.—* O, very well,” anſwered the 
Serjeant.--* Pray, Madam, don't be frightened; I hope 
it will ſignify nothing - he is arreſted but I hope 
* to get him out of their damned hands immediately.” 
Where is he,” cries Amelia, I will go to him this 
inſtant!' He begs you will not,” anſwered the Ser- 
Jeant, © I have ſent his lawyer to him, and am going 
back with Mrs Elliſon this moment; but F beg 
your ladyſhip, for his ſake, and for your own ſake, 
not to go,” * Mrs Elliſon! what is Mrs Elliſon 
' todo?” cries Amelia, I muſt and will go.“ Mrs 
Atkinſon then interpoſed, and begged that the would 
not hurry her ſpirits; but compole herſelf, and go 
home to her children ; Whither ſhe would attend her. 
dhe comforted her with the thoughts, that the Cap- 
| _ tain 
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cf ſervice; and that there was mich wiſdom,” and 10 


tain occaſions. 


* hath done the deed. ; 


66* AMIE LD HAS. Book Yi 
tain was in- no immediate dan er, that ſhe could 


him when ſhe would; and deſired her to let the 42 
jeant return with Mrs Elliſon; Aaying, ſhe might be 


kind of ſhame, in making uſe of bad people on cer. 


„And who, cries Amelia, a little corhe to herſelf 
* hath done this barbarous action! pe” 
One I am aſhamed to name, cries the Serjeant; | 
indeed, I had always a very different opinion of him: 
© I could not have believed any thing but my owt 
ears and eyes; but Dr Fife 1s Us) man who 


Pr Harrifon!' cries Amelia. well ten cher 
is an end of all goodneſs in the world. I will never 
© have a good opinion of any human being more. 

The Serjeant begged that he might not be detained 

from the Captain; and that if Amelia pleafed to yo 
home, he would wait upon her. But ſhe did not 
chuſe to ſee Mrs Ellifon at this time; and after a little 
conſideration, fhe reſolved to ſtay where ſhe was; and 
Mrs Atkinſon agreed'to go and fetch her children to 
her, it being not many doors diſtant. 

The Serjeant then departed ; Amelia, in her confu- 
fron, never having once thought of wiſhing him jo 
on his marnage. | | 


A M E E 


B O 0 * VIII. 
e H A P. 1% 
Being the firſt ee af: Si eighth book. 


„there 


| nevet 


wit HE his muſt now look a little backwards to 
| to yo thoſe circumſtances which led to the cataſtro. 

id not phe mentioned at the end of the laſt book. 
2 little When Amelia went out in the morning, ſhe left 
is; And her children to the care of her huſband. In this ami- 
Iren to able office he had been engaged near an hoùr; and 
4 was at that very time lying along on the floor, and 
confu- his little things crawling and playing about him, 
when a moit violent knock was heard at the door ; and 


him joy 

4 immediately a footman, running up ſtairs, acquainted 
him, that his lady was taken violently ill, and air 
into Mrs Chenevix's toy-ſhop. 

3ooth no ſooner heard this account, which was 7 
livered with great appearance of haſte and earneſtneſs, 
than he leapt ſuddenly from the floor; and leaving 
His children, roaring at the news of their mother's ill- 
nels, in ſtrict charge with his maid, he ran as faſt as 
his legs could earry him to the place; or towards the 
place rather: for before he arrived at the ſhop, a 
gentleman ſtopt him full butt, crying, Captain, 
* Whither ſo fait ?*—Booth anſwered eagerly, © Whos 

ever you are, friend, don't aſk me any queſtions 
now. — You muſt pardon me! Captain, anſwer- 
ed the gentleman; me; bur I have a little buſi- 
* neis with your honour—In ſhort, Captain, I have 
a imall warrant here in "MF pocket againſt your 
Vor II. 1 honour, 
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62 A M E I. I 4. Bee 
6 honour, at the ſuit of one Dr Harriſon.* Tou 
are a bailiff then?” ſays Booth. I am an officer, Sir, 
anſwered the other.— Well, Sir, it is in vain to con- 
tend, cries Booth; but let me beg you will per- 
mit me only to ſtep to Mrs Chenevix's—l will at. 
tend you, upon my honour, where- ever you pleaſe; 
but my wife lies violently ill there. O, for that 
matter, anſwered the bailiff, you may ſet your 
heart at eaſe ; your lady, I hope, is very well. 1 
aſſure you, ſhe is not there; you will excuſe me, 
Captain, theſe are only ſtratagems of war. Bolus 
and virtiu, quis in a hoſteſs equirit *'—* Sir, I ho- 

* nour your learning,” cries Booth, and could al. 
* moſt kiſs you for what you tell me. I aſſure you, 

© I would forgive you five hundred arreſts for ſuch a 
piece of news. Well, Sir, and whither am I to go 
with you ?*— O, any where; where your honour 
© pleaſes,” cries the bailiff. Then ſuppoſe we go to 
* Brown's coffee-houſe, ſaid the priſoner. * No, 
anſwered the bailiff, that will not do; that's in 
the verge of the court. Why then, to the neareſt 
* tavern,” ſaid Booth. No, not to a tavern, cries 
the other, © that is not a place of ſecurity; and you 
© know, Captain, your honour is a ſhy cock; I have 
been after your honour theſe three months Come, 
Sir, you muſt go tomy houſe, if youpleaſe.* * With 
all my heart, anſwered Booth, if it be any where 
© hereabounts.* O, it is but a little ways off,” replied 
the bailiff; it is only in Gray's- inn-Lane, juſt by 
© almoſt.” He then called a coach, and deſired his 
priſoner to walk in. $4 207 EM 
Booth entered the coach without any reſiſtance, 
which had he been inclined to make, he muſt have 
plainly perceived would have been ineffectual, as the 
bailiff appeared to have ſeveral followers at hand, 
two of whom, beſide the commander in chief, 'rhount- 
ed with him into the coach. As Booth was a ſweet- 
tempered man, as well as ſomewhat of a philoſopher, 
he behaved with all the good humour imaginable, 
and, indeed, with more than his companions; who, 
however, ſhewed him what they call civility, that is, 
they neither ſtruck him nor ſpit in his face. 
e EY Naotwith⸗ 
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Chap. JJ. A NM Ei Is lA. 63 
= Notwithſtanding the pleaſantry which Booth en- 
dea voured to prelerve, he in reality envied every la- 
bourer whom he ſaw paſs by him in his way. The 
W charms of liberty againſt his will ruſhed on his mind 
and he could not avoid ſuggeſting to himſelf, how 
much more happy was the pooreſt wretch, who with - 
out controul could repair to his homely habitation, 


| and to his family, compared to him who was. thus 


violently, and yet lawfully, torn away from the com- 
pany of his wife and children. And their condition, 
eſpecially that of his Amelia, gave his heart many a 
# ſevere and bitter pang. 7 


— 


At length he arrived at the bailiff's manſion, and 


| was uſhered into a room, in which were ſeveral per- 
ſons, Booth defired to be alone; upon which the 
bailiff waited on him up ſtairs, into an apartment, 
the windows of which were well fortified with iron 
bars; but the walls had not the leaſt outwork raiſed 
before them; they were, indeed; what is generally 

called naked, the bricks having been -only covered 
with a thin plaiiter, which, in many places, was 


mouldered away. „ > 
The firſt demand made upon Booth was for coach» 
hire, which amounted to two ſhillings, according to 
| the bailiff's account; that being juſt double the legal 
fare. He was then aſked if he did not chuſe a bowt 
of punch; to which he having anſwered in the ne- 
gitive, the bailiff rephed, © Nay, Sir, juſt as you 
* pleaſe. I don't atk you to drink, if you don't chuſe 
it; but certainly you know the euſtom; the houſe 
ais full of priſoners, and I can't afford gentlemen a 
room to themſelves for nothing.” wy 7 
Booth preſently took this hint, indeed it was a2 
pretty broad one, and told the bailiff, he ſhould not 
ſeruple to pay him his price; but in fact, he never 
drank unleſs at his meals. As to that, Sir, cries 
the bailiff, it is juſt as your honour pleaſes, I 
* fcorn to impoſe upon any gentleman in misfor- 
tunes: I wiſts you well out of them for my part. 
Four honour can take nothing amiſs of me, I only | 
does my duty, what I am bound to do; and as yas 
© FF © ſaga, 


after dinner. He then deſired the favour of pen, ink, 


diately procured him, the Bailiff telling him he might 


repeated. Atkinſon was ſoon diſpatched to the attor * 
| ney; and to Mrs Elliſon, as the reader hath Ae 


him, however, to do every thing in his power to com- 


Fi 
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6 * ſays, you don't care to drink any thing, What wil 
vyou be pleaſed to have for dinner? 
Booth then complied in beſpeaking a diſh. fv 

kr told the bailiff, he would drink a bottle with him 


and paper, and a meſſenger; ; all which were imme. 


end where-ever he pleaſed, and repeated his concern 
for Booth's misfortunes, and a f defire to ſee the 
end of them. 

The meſlenger was juſt diſpatched Abc letter, 
Ren, who ſhould arrive but honeſt Atkinfon? A 
ſoldier of the guards, belonging to the ſame company 
with the Serjeant, and who had known Booth at Gr 
braltar, bad ſeen the arreſt, and heard the orders gi- 
ven to the coachman. This fellow accidentally meet- 
ing Atkinſon, had acquainted him with the whole 
Kar. 3 e 5h 

At the appearance of Atkinſon, joy imd 
overſpread the countenance of Booth. The ceremo- 
nials which paſſed: between them are unneceffary to be 


heard from his own mouth. _ 

Booth now greatly lamented that hap had writ to * 
wife, He thought ſhe might have been acquainted 
with the affair better by the Serjeant. Booth begged 


fort her, to aſſure her that he was in perfect health and 
good ſpirits, and to leſſen as much as poſſible the 
concern which he knew ſhe would Gave. at reading 
his letter. 5 

The Serjeant, however, as the agen; hath ſeen, 
brought himſelf the firſt account of the arreſt. Indeed 
the other meſſenger did not arrive till a full hour af. 
terwards. This was not owing to any flowneſs of His, 
but to many previous errands which he was to exe- 
cute beſore the delivery of the letter: for, notwith- 
ſtanding the earneſt deſire which the bailiff had de. 
clared to fee Booth out of his troubles, he had ordered 
the porter, who was his follower, to call upon wy 
or ches other bailifls, and as many Ty” * : 


* 
7 


ug ca. . A M E L I A =; 
I try to load his priſoner with as many actions as poſ- 
"meat, e Here the reader may be apt. to conclude, that the 
By him bailiff, inſtead of being a friend was: really an enemy 
Bat to poor Booth; but in fact, he was not ſo. . His de- 


fire was no more than to accumulate bail-bonds ; for 


might ce bailiff was reckoned an honeſt and good ſort of 
ace i man in his way, and had no more malice againſt the 
E 


bodies in his cuſtody, than a butcher hath to thoſe in- 
his: and as the latter, when he takes his knife in hand, 

hath no idea but of the joints into which he is to cut 

the carcaſe; ſo the former, when he handles his writ, 


7 hath no other deſign but te cat out the body into as 
10 . many bail- bonds as poſſible. As to the Hfe of the a- 


nimal, or the liberty of the man, they are thoughts: 


TT which never obtrude themſelves on either. 

late HAF H 
eme, Contoining an account of Mr Booth's fellow-ſufforers, 
to be | | 


EFORE. we return to Amelia, we muſt detain 


— our reader a little longer with Mr Booth; in the: 
betore i cuſtody of Mr Bondum the hailiff, who now informs 
ow Ms ed his priſoner, that he was welcome to the liberty: 
er f the houſe with tlie other gentlemen, 


Booth aſked' who thoſe gentlemen: were. © One of 

. © them, Sir, ſays Mr Bondum, is a very great writer, 
an or author, as they call him.— He hach been here 
le ih * theſe five weeks, at the ſuit of a bookſeller, for 
© eleven pound odd money; but he expects to be diſ-- 


egged 


8 he charged in a day or two: for he hath writ out the 
| ſeen, debt. He is now writing. for five. or ſix bookſellers, 
ſeen, 


ere © and he will get you ſometimes; when he. ſits to it, 
3 f. a matter of fifteen- ſhillings a-day. | For he is a-very: 
of lis, £004 pen, they ſay; but is apt to be idle. Some: 


"xe BY days he won't write above five hours; but at other 


hs # times I have known him at it above fixteen,'—- 
3 : Ay ! cries-Booth, Pray, what are his productions? 
dated —What doth he write?“ Why, ſometimes,” an- 
1-10. ter ed Bondum, he writes your hiſtory-books for 
's, to Jour numbers, and ſometimes: your verſes, your 


& - . A M:E.E TH A. : Bia 
poems, what do you call them? and then again he 
« writes news for your newſpapers.—“ Ay, indeed! 
he is a molt extraordinary man truly Ho doth he 
get his news here? — Why he makes it, as he 
doth your parliameut-ſpeeches for your magazines. 
He reads them to us ſometimes over a bowl of 
punch.—To be ſure it is all one as if one was in 
the parliament houſe—lt is about liberty and free - 
dom; and about the conſtitution of England. I ſay 
nothing for my part: for I will keep my neck out 
of a halter; but faith, he makes it out plainly to 
me, that all matters are not as they ſhould be. [ 
am all for liberty, for my part.“ Is that ſo con- 
ſtent with your calling ?” cries Booth. I thought, 
my friend, you had lived by depriving men of their | 
liberty.“ That's another matter,” cries the bailiff, 
that's all according to law, and in the way of bu- 
* fineſs, To be fure men mult be obliged to pay 
their debts, or elie there would be an end of every 
thing.“ Booth defired the Bailiff to give him his 
opinion of liberty. Upon which, he: heſitated a mo- 
ment, and then cried out, O, it is a fine thing, it is 
Ja very fine thing, and the conſtitution of England., 
Booth told him, that by the old conſtitution of Eng: 
land, he had heard that men could not be arreſted 
for debt; to which the bailiff anſwered, that muſt 
have been in very bad times. Becanſe as why; 
ſays he, would it not be the hardeſt thing in the 
« world if a man could not arreſt another for a juſt 
and lawful debt? beſides, Sir, you muſt be mil- 
< taken: for how could that ever be! is not liberty 
« the conſtitution of England? well, and is not the 
* conſtitution, as a man may ſay, ——whereby th: 
« conſtituvion, that is the law and liberty, and all 
ha: 8 
Booth had. a little mercy upon the poor bailiff, 
when he found him rounding. in this manner, and 
told him he had made the matter very. clear... Booth 
then: proceeded to enquire after the other gentlemen 
his fellows in affliction ;, upon which, Bondum ac: 
quainted him that one of the priſoners was à poor feb | 
low. le calls himſelf a, gentleman,” ſaid 9 
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but I am ſure I never ſaw any thing genteel by him. 
In a week that he hach been in my houſe, he hath 


drank only part of one bottle of wine. I intend tao 
carry him to Newgate within a day or two, if Re 


4, 


3 * 
- * 


cannot find bail, which, 1 ſuppoſe, he will not be 5 
able to do: for every body ſays; he is an undone 


ſeven children. — Here was the whole family here 
che other day, all howling together. 
ſuch a beggarly crew; I was almoſt aſhamed to ſee 
them in my houſe, I thought they ſeemed fitter for 
To be ſure, I do 
not reckon him as proper company for ſuch as you, 


Sir; but there is another priſoner in the houſe that 


I dare ſay you will like very much. He is, indeed, 


very much of a gentleman, and ſpends his money 


like one. I have had him only three days, and L 
am afraid he won't ſtay much longer. They tay, 
indeed, he is a gameſter; but what is that, to me or 
any one, as long as a man appears as a gentleman 2 
I alwavs love to ſpeak by people as I find. And, in 
my opinion, he 1 is fit company for the greateſt lord 
in the land; for he hath very good cloaths, and 
money enough. He is not here for debt, but upon 
a judge's warrant for an aſſault and battery; ; for 
the tipſtaff locks up here.” 


The bailiff was thus haranguing, when he was — | 


terrupted by the arrival of the attorney, whom the 
truity Serjeant had, with the. utmoſt expedition, found 


out, 


friend. But before we proceed any further with the 
Captain, we will return to poor Amelia, for whom, 


and diſpatched to the relief of his diſtreſſed 


conſidering the ſituation in which we left her, the 


g00d-natured reader may ve OREN in no Toure des 
gree {olicitous. | 


He hath run out all he hath by loſſes in buſi- 
neſs, and one way or other; and he hath a wife and 


I never ſaw - 


3 
Y 
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„ „ee A 
Containing ſome extraordinary bebaviour in Mis Elliſon, 


＋ HE Serjeant being departed to convey” M re. der's 
Elliſon te the Captain, his wife went to fetch; hung 
Amelia's children to their mother. to cc 

Amelia's concern for the diſtreſſes of her huſband Pacil 
was aggravated at the ſight of her children. Good they 
* Heavens !” ihe eried,, what will, what can, become 4 
© of theſe poor little wretches-! why have I produced kinſo 


E theſe little creatures only to give them a ſhare of and 1 
poverty and miſery !* At which: words ſhe em- quire 


braced them eagerly in her arms, and bedewed them pole 
both with her tears. | 24 1 bg 
The children's eyes ſoon overflbwed as faſt as their 8 
mother's, though neither of them knew tlie cauſe of ne 
Ber affliction. The little boy, who was the elder, e 
and much the ſſinxper of the two, imputed the ago- Wl ea 


zies of his mother to ber illneſs, according to the ac- e 
count brought to his father in his preſenceQ. Wor 
Whew Amelia became acquainted with the- child's: DO 


apprehenſions, ſhe ſoon: ſatisfied him that ſhe was in a | 
perfect ſtate of health; at which the little thing ex- My 
preſſed great ſatisfaction, and ſaid, he was glad ſhe: | 


was: well again.— Amelia told him ſhe had not been ak 
in the leaſt diſordered. Upon which, the innocent ws 
cried out, La! how can people tell ſuch fibs! a great © hin 
© tall man told my papa you was taken very ill at 0 ts 


Mrs ſomebody's ſhop; and my poor papa preſently 
ran down ſtairs, I was: afraid he would have broke ef 
© his. neck to come to you.“ | | | 
0 the villains,*' cries Mrs Atkinſon, © what 4 he 
c ſtratagem was here to take away your huſband !! | 6 line 
Take away!” anſwered the child What, hath - = 
any body taken away papa ?—Sure that naughty © tha 
« fibbing man hath not taken away papa? 


Amelia begged Mrs Atkinſon to ſay ſomething to © 5 
her children; for that her ſpirits were, overpower- Ellif 
ed. She then threw herſelf into a chair, and gave 15 

135 . | Es 2 full * telf 


9 
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a full vent to a paſſion almoſt too rong for Hee de- h 
licate conſtitution. 

The ſcene that followed, en minutes, is 
beyond my power of deſcription ; I muſt beg the rea- 
der's heart to ſuggelt it to themſelves. The children 
hung on the mother, whom they endeavoured i in vain 
to comfort; as Mrs Atkinſon did in vain attempt to 
pacify them, telling them, all would be well, and 


they would ſoon ſee their papa again. 


At length, partly by the. perſuaſions of Mrs At. 
kinſon, partly from conſideration of her little ones, 
and more, perhaps, from the relief which ſhe had ac- 
quired by her tears, Amelia became a little com- 
poled. 

Nothing worth notice paſt in chis 3 com- 
pany from this time till the return of Mrs Elliſon 


trom the bailiff's houſe; and to draw. out ſcenes of 
wretchedneſs to too great a length, is a taſk very un- 
| ealy to the writer, and for which none but readers of 


a moſt gloomy complexion will think themſelves ever 
obliged to his labours. 

- At length Mrs Elliſon arrived, and entered hs 
room with an air of gaiety rather miſbecoming the 
occaſion. When ſhe had ſeated herſelf in a chair, ſhe 
told Amelia that the Captain was very well, and in 
good ſpirits; and that he earneſtly deſired her to 
keep up hers. Come, Madam, ſaid ſhe, don't 
be diſconſolate; 1 hope we ſhall ſoon be able to get 
him out of his Ned e The debts, indeed, amount 
* to more than I expected; however, ways may be 
found to redeem him. He muſt own himſelf guilty 

* of ſome raſhneſs in going out of the verge, when he 


© knew to what he was liable; but that is now not to 


Abe remedied, If he had followed my advice, this 
© had not happened; but men will be headſtrong.“ 
I cannot bear this,” cries Amelia; « ſhall I hear 
© that beſt of creatures blamed for his. tenderneſs 
* to me?? 
* Well, I will not 67 ng? en” ant? Mrs 
Elliſon, © I am, ſure I propoſe nothing but to ſerve 
him; and if you will do as much to ſerve him Jour | 
* telf, he will not long be a priſoner. 5 
o L do? Y 
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II I do?” cries Amelia; Oh heavens! is there 3 
thing upon earth 4 FF 
Lues, there is a thing upon earth, ſaid Mrs Ell. 
fon, and a very eaſy thing too. — And yet I will 
venture my lite, you ſtart when I propoſe it. And 
< yet when I conſider that you are a woman of under. 
ſtanding, I know not why I ſhould think ſo; for 
ſure you mult have too much good ſenſe to imagine 
that you can cry your huſband out of priſon, If 
this would have done, I ſee you have almoſt cried 
* your eyes out already. And yet you may do the by- 
. © fineſs by a much pleaſanter way than by crying and 
© bawling.” | TR TO 
What do you mean, Madam !* cries Amelia. 
For my part, I cannot gueſs your meaning. IM 
© Before I tell you then, Madam, anſwered Mn 

« Elliſon, I muft inform you, if you do not already 
know it, that the Captain is charged with actions ts 
© the amount of near five hundred pound. I am ſure 
* I would willingly be his bail; but I know my ball 
* would not be taken for that ſum. You moſt conſs 
der, therefore, Madam, what chance you have 6 
_ *-redeemming him; unleſs you chuſe, as perhaps ſome 
« wives would, that he ſhould lie all his life in priſon, 
At thefe words, Amelia diſcharged a ſhower cf 
tears, and gave every mark of the molt frantic grief. 

Why there now, cries Mrs Elliſon, © while 
* you will indulge theſe extravagant paſſions, how 
* can you be capable of hſtening to t he voice of rea- 
* ſon? I know I am a fool in concerning myſelf thus 
© with the affairs of others. I know the thankleſs of. 
© fice | undertake; and yet I love you ſo, my deat 
Mrs Booth, that I cannot bear to ſee you afflicted, 
and I would comfort you, if you would ſuffer me. 
Let me beg you to make your mind eaſy; and with. 
in theſe two days, I will engage to ſet your huſband 
© at hberty. a ä $i . 
* Harkee, child, only behave like a woman of ſpint 
this evening, and keey your. appointment, got. 
© withſtanding what hath happened; and 1 am cen. 
« vinced there is one who hath the power and tht 
will to ſerve you.” 7, Toe SS MS STR 
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Mrs Elliſon ſpoke the latter part of her ſpeech in 


2 | 


; | 2 whiſper ; ſo that Mrs Atkinſon, who was then en- 
li- gaged with the children, might not hear her; but 
nll Amelia anſwered aloud, and faid, « What er 
ad would you have me keep this evening: 12 

er- Nay, nay, if you have forgot, cries Mrs Ellifon, 
or I will tell you more another time; but come, wilt 
ne you go home? my dinner is Ty: by this time, and 
H — {hall dine with me. 

ed Talk not to me of dinners,” cries Amelia, * my ; 
- WH + fomach is too full already. 

nd « Nay, but, dear Madam,” i Mrs Elliſon, 


— let me beſeech you to go home with me. I do 
— not care,“ ſays ſhe, an eee © to ſpeak before 


8 © ſome folks.“ 


in | © I have no ſecret, Madam, in the world,” replied 


dy WH Amelia aloud, © which I would not communicate to 
% © this Lady: for I ſhall always acknowledge the high- 


ure elt obligations to her for the ſecrets f hath im- ; 
pail WF © parted to me. - 


nfs Madam, ſaid Mrs Elliſon, < I do not nderfars 
wich obligations, I am glad the Lady hath obliged 
you ſo much; and I with all people were equ: ily 
* mindful of obligations. I hope, I have omitted no 
opportunity of endeavouring to oblige Mrs Booth,, 
as well as I have ſome other folks.” | 
* If by other folks, Madam, you mean me, cries 


Mrs Atkinſon, © 1 confeſs, 1 Gacerely believe you in- 
rea · tended the ſame obligation to us both : and I have 
hut che pleaſure to think it is owing to me that this 
. Lady is not as much obliged to you as I am.” 
ear 


CS proteſt, Madam, I can hardly gueſs your mean- 


ted, ing, faid Mrs Elliſon.----* Do Jun really intend to 
me. « affront me, Madam?“ 

ith: I intend to preſerve innocence and virtue, Fe it be 
and Wi © in my power, Madam,” anſwered the other. And 
= HE nothing but the molt eager reſolution to deſtroy 
pirit it. could induce you to mention ſuch an appoint · 
not- ment at ſuch a time.? | 
con- * 1 did not expect this treatment from you, Ma- 


5 dam, cries Mrs Elliſon: © Such ingratitude 1 could 


not have believed, had it been reported to ans 
[ . ay other.“ | 1 1 
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72 A M E L I A. Book VII. 
Such impudence, anſwered Mrs Atkinſon, «mat 
© exceed, I think, all belief; but when women once 
* abandon that modeſty which is the characteriſtie of 
© their ſex, they ſeldom ſet any bounds to their aſſu- 
- 0 \rance. „ Joy 6 A e 64 alin! 
I could not have believed this to have been in 
human nature,” cries Mrs Ellifon. . Is this the wo- 
man whom I have fed, have cloathed, have ſup. 
ported? who owes to my charity, and my interceſ: 
ſions, that ſhe is not at this day deſtitute of all the 

© neceflaries of life!! k!]??? 
I own it all,” anſwered Mrs Atkinſon. “ And! 
add the favour of a maſquerade ticket to the number, 
Could I have thought, Madam, that you would, 
| © before my face, have aſked another lady to go to 
[ the ſame place with the ſame man !---But I aſk your 
| pardon, I impute rather more afſurance to you than 
you are miſtreſs of---You have endeavoured to keep 
. t the aſſignation a ſecret from me; and it was by 


mmeere accident only that ] diſcovered it; unleſs there 
are ſome guardian angels, that in general prote@ 
+ © innocence and virtue, though I may fay I have not 
always found them ſo watchful: .. 
© Indeed, Madam, ſaid Mrs Elliſon, you are not 
© worth my anſwer, nor will I ſtay a moment longer 
< with ſuch a perſon.------So, Mrs Booth, you have 
pour choice, Madam, whether you will go with me, 
or remain in the company of this lady.* ZT 
If fo, Madam,” anſwered Mrs Booth, © I ſhall 
© not be long in determining to ſtay where Lam. 
Mrs Ellifon then, caſting a look of great indigna- 
tion at both the ladies, made a ſhort ſpeech full of 
invectives againit Mrs Atkinſon, and not without ob- 
lique hints of ingratitude againſt poor Amelia; after 
which ſhe burſt out of the room, and out of the houſe; 
and made haſte to her own home, in a condition of 
mind to which Fortune, without guilt, cannot, I be- 
Kleve, reduce any one 3 
Indeed, how much the ſuperiority of miſery is on 
the ſide of wickedneſs, may appear to every reader 
who will compare the preſent ſituation of Amela 
with that of Mrs Elliſon. Fortune had attacked the 
= 2 | N AB - former 
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ſormer with almoſt the higheſt degree of her malice. - 
She was involved in a ſcene of moſt exquiſite err wm 
and her huſband, her principal comfort, torn violently 
from her arms; yet her ſorrow, however exquiſite, * 
was all ſoft and tender; nor was ſhe without many 
conſolations. Her caſe, however hard, was not abſo- 
jutely deſperate ; for ſcarce any condition of fortune 
can be ſo. Art and induſtry, chance and friends, 
have often relieved the moſt diſtreſſed circumſtances, and 
converted them into opulence. In all -theſe ſhe had 


hopes on this ſide the grave, and perfect virtue and 


innocence gave her the ſtr ongeſt aſſurances on the 
other. Whereas, in the boſom of Mrs Elliſon all 
was ſtorm and tempeſt; anger, revenge, fear, and 
pride, like fo many raging furies, poſſeſſed her mind, 
and tortured her withdiſappointment and ſhame. Loſs | 
of reputation, which is generally irreparable, was to 
be her lot; loſs of friends is of this the certain conſe - 
quence; all on this ſide the grave appeared dreary 
and comfortleſs; and endleſs ABORT on the other, 
cloſed the gloomy Proſpen t 


Hence, my worthy reader, 3 1 chyſelf, hats * 5 


however few of the other good things, of life are thy 
lot, the beſt of all things, which is innocence, is al- 
ways within thy own power; and though fortune 


may make thee often unhappy, ſhe can never make 
thee completely and ee nos wen uy 8 


own conſent. 


C HA R a md terdn 
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ns taining, among many matters, vr es behavi | 
oF of Colonel James. n 


HEN Mrs Ellifon was ia | Mine as g 
kinfon began to apply all her art to foth and 
comfort Amelia; but was preſentiy prevented by her: 

am aſhant dear Madam,” ſaid Amelia, of 
$ * having indulged my afflition fo much at your ex- 
* pence. The ſuddennefs'of the occaſion is my only 


© excuſe; for had Thad time to ſummon my reſolution 


* to my aſſiſtance, I HE I am n miſtreſs ey more pati- 
Vor. II. a | Cy HER e FI . l nl 4 "ence 
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Mr niet; but after a Hor ita 
diſpatched - an anſwer to Mrs James, in which the 5 
conciſely informed her of what had happened. 

The honeſt Serjeant, who had been on his legs al 
my the whole day, now returned, and browght Ame- 
lia a ſhort letter from her huſband; in which he gave 
ker the moſt ſolemn aſſuranees of his health and ſpi- ; 
rits, and begged her, with great earneſtneſs, to take 
care to preſerve her own ; Which, if the did, he ſaid 
ke had no doubt but that they ſhould fhort'y be happy 
He added ſomething of hopes from my Lord,- with 
which Mrs Ellifon, had amuſed him; and-whicty - 
ferved only to deftroy the comfort that Amelia wound 
from the reſt of his letter. : 

Whilit Amelia, the Serjeant and Ris lady woes: FOR 

aged in a cold cottation, for which purpoſe à cold 
chick was procured from the tavern for the ladies, : 
and two pound of cold: beef fer the Serjeant; a violent 
knocking was heard at the door, and preſently" after- 
wards Colonel James entered. che room. After pro- 
per compliments had paſt, the Colonel told Amelia, 
that her letter was brought to Mrs James while they 


„ r 7 I RS. 


mmediately roſe up, made an apology to his 2 
and took a chair to her. He ſpoke to her with 
tenderneſs on the oecaſion, and deſired her to . — 
herſelf eaſy; aſſuring her, chat he would leave no- 
thing in his power undone te ſerve her huſband} He 
then gave her an invitation, inchis-wife's name, to his 
own houſe, in the moſt preſſing manner; 

Amelia returned him very hearty thanks forall his 
kind offers; but begged to decline that of an apart- 
ment in his houſe. She ſaid, as ſhe could net leave 
her children, ſo neither could ſhe think of bringing” 
bach a trouble with her into his family; and though . 
ven the Colonel gave her maty afſurances that her children 
Iss vel! as herſelf would be very welcome to Mrs 
James, and even betook himſelf to ann Ms il 
perlited obſtinately in her refuſal. 

In real truth, Amelia had taken a :vaſt af 2Mion for 
Mrs Atkinſon, of the comfort of whoſe company ſhe- 
eculd not bear to: be deprived in her diſtreſs; nor to- 


32 a . 
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were at table, and that, on her ſliewing it him. he had | : 5 
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lately conceived no little diſſi ke. 


The Colonel, when he found he could not prepall 


with Amelia to accept his invitation, deſiſted from 


any further ſolicitations. He then took a bank bill 
of fifty. pounds from his pocket-book, and faid— 


© You will pardon me, dear Madam, if I chuſe to im. 
pute your refuſal of my houſe, rather to a diſlike of 


_ © my wife, who I will not pretend to be the moſt. 


| © agreeable of women (all men,“ ſaid he, ſighing, 
have not Captain Booth's fortune), than to any ave- 

_ © ſhon or anger to me. I muſt inſiſt upon it therefore, 
to make your preſent habitation as eaſy to you as 
< poſſible.— 1 hope, Madam, you will not deny me 
this happineſs; I beg you will honour me with the 
acceptance of this trifle. He then put the note into 
her hand, and declared that the honour of touchin 
it was worth a hundred times that ſum 
I proteſt, Colonel James, cried Amelia bluſhing 

I know not what to do or ſay, your goodneſs ſo 
« greatly confounds me. Can I, who am fo well ac- 


'» © quainted with the many great obligations Mr 


* Bobth already hath to your generoſity, conſent that 
vou ſhould add more to a debt we never can pay? 
The Colonel opt her ſhort, proteſting that ſhe 
miſplaced the obligation: for that, if to conter the 
higheſt happineſs was to oblige, he was obliged to her 


acceptance. And I do aſſure you, Madam, faid he, 


if this trifling ſum, or a much larger, can contribute 

to your eaſe, I {hall conſider myſelf as the happieſt 
man upon earth, in being able to ſupply it; and 
. you, Madam, my greateſt benefactor in recei- 
Amelia then put the note in her pocket; and they 
entered into a converſation, in Which many civil 

things were ſaid on both ſides; but what was. chiefly: 


A «„ „ a « 


worth remark was, that Amelia had almoſt her hul- 


band conſtantly in her mouth, and the Colonel never 


mentioned him: the former ſeemed deſirous to lay all 


obligations, as much as poſſible, to the account of 
her huſband ; and che latter endeavoured with, the ut- 
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moſt delicacy to inſinuate that her happineſs was the 
main and indeed only point which he had in view. 
Amelia had made no doubt, at the Colonel's firſt 
| appearance, but that he intended to go directly to her 
huſband. When he dropt therefore a hint of his in- 
tention to viſit him next morning, ſhe appeared vi- 
fbly ſhocked- at the delay. The Colonel perceiving. 
this, ſaid, © However inconvenient it may be; yet, 
© Madam, if it will oblige you, or if you defire it, I 
© will even go to-night. . Amelia-anfwered,- * My” 
_ © huſband would: be far from-deſiving to derive any 
good from your inconventenee;; but if you put it to- 
me, I muſt be exeuſed for ſaying, · I deſire nothing 
more in the world than to ſend him ſo great a com- 
© fort as L know he will receive from the prefence of 
ſuch a friend“ © Then: to ſhew yen Madam, 
eries the Colonel, that I deſire nothing more in the 
© world than to give you pleaſure, I will go to him 
immediately.“ e e | 
Amelia then bethought herſelf of the Serjeant, and 
told the Colonel, his old acquamtance Atkinſon, whom 
he had known at Gibraltar, was then in: the houſe,. 
and would conduct him to the place. The Serjeant 
was immediately called in, paid his reſpetts to the- 
Colonel, and was acknowledged by him. They both 
immediately ſet forward, Amelia to the utmoſt. of her- 
power preſſing their departure. l 


. 


Mrs Atkinſon now returned to Amelia; and was by 
her acquainted with the Colonel's late generoſity: 
for her heart ſo boiled over with gratitude, that ſhe: 
could not conceal the ebullition. Amelia likewiſe. 
gave her friend a full narrative of the Colonel's for- 

mer behaviour and friendſhip to her huſband, as well“ 
abroad as in England; and ended with declaring, that: 
ſhe n him to be the moſt: generous man upon 
Mrs Atkinſon agreed with Amelia's coneluſien, andi 
fd ſhe was glad to hear there was any ſuch mars; 
They then proceeded with the children to- the tea - 
table, where panegyric, and not ſcandal, was the topic” 
of their converſation ; and of this panegyrie the Colo-· 
us! was the ſubject; both the: ladies ſeeming to vie 
: G * with: - 
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AVING left Bieler in as: comforratite A "a 
ation as could poſſibly be expected, her imme - 
Jiate diſtreſſes relieved, and-her heart filled with great e 
hopes from the friendſhip of the Colonel; we wil be 


now return to Booth, who, when the attorney and ſce 
ſerjeant had left him, receiver! a viſit from that great « ha 
author of whom amis gs mention is made in our nei 
ſecond chapte. * ant 


Booth, as the neader- may by pleaſed to renn otl 
was a pretty good maſter of the claflics; for his father, Wl na 
thongh he defigned his ſon for the army, did nor WY © 
think it neceſſary to breed. him up a Ken Wer He dit 

did not, perhaps, imagine that a competent ſhare of of 
Latin and Greek would make his ſon either a. pedant 
or a coward, He conſidered likewiſe, probably, that ind 
the life of a ſoldier is in general a life of idleneſs; and on 


might think that the ſpare hours of an officer in coun- N hir 
| try quarters would be as well employed with a book, ie: 
as in ſaunter! ing about the ſtreets, loitering 1 in a eb a the 
bouſe, ſotting in a tavern, or in lay ing ſchemes to * 
debauch and r ruin a ſet of harmteſs i ee country =. os 
girls. 


As Booth was therefore dt might welk be called; this, 
in this age at leaſt, a man of learning, he began to 
diſcourſe our author on ſubjects of literature. Wl 
© think, Sir, ſays he, © that PoRor Swift hath been Wl bir 
generally allowed by the critics in this kingdom, to 
be the greateſt-maſter of humour that ever wrote. Br 
Indeed, I allow him to have poſſeſſed moſt admi- ira 
rable talents of this kind; and if Rabelais was his 


maſter, I think he proves 'the truth of the common : 4a 
Greek proverb—That the ſcholar is often ſuperior cs 
to the maſter. As to Cervantes, I de not think we : 8 
can make any juſt compariſon; for though Mr Pope Ba 
ihe *-compliments k pore with Sane” EY Cervantes 9 


. 


* ON” 


emp. AGM E K i . 
ſerious air - I remember the paſſage, eries. the 
author : V e e „1 8 
Oh thou, whatever title pleaſe thine ear, 
Dean, Drapier, Bickerſtaff er Gullivern 
Whether you take Cervantes! ſerious air., 


Or laugh and ſhake in Rabelais caſy chair Fi * 


+ You are right, Sir, ſaid Booth; but though FE 
« ſhould agree that the Doctor hath ſometimes-. conde- 
ſcended to imitate Rabelais, I do not remember to 
have ſeen in his works the leaſt attempt in the man- 
ner of Cervantes. But there is one in his- Oπ¾ n way, 
* and whom I am convinced he ſtudied. above alt 
* others——You gueſs, I believe, L am. going to 
name Lucian. This author, I fay, I am convinced 
+ he followed: but I think he followed him at „ 
diſtance; as, to ſay the truth, every other writer 
of this kind hath done in my opinion: for 
none, ] think, hath yet equatied him, I agree, 
indeed, entirely with Mr. Moile, in his: Diſcourſe 
* on the age of the Philopatris, when. be gives 
him the epithet of the. incomparable Lucian; and 
* incomparable, I believe, he will remain as long as 
the language in which he wrote ſhall endure. What 
© an inimitable piece of humour is his Cock! —“ E 
* remember it very well,” cries the author, his ſtory. 
* of a Cock and a Bull is excellent. Booth ſtared at 
this, and aſked the Author What he meant by the 
Bull? Nay, anſwered he, I dont know very 
* well, upon my ſoul. It is a long time ſince I read 
| © him, I learnt him all over at ſchool, I have not read 
him much ſince. And pray, Sir, ſaid he, how. do 
you like his Pharſalia? don't you think/Mr:Rowe's © 
* tranſlation a very fine one? Booth pepliedy+.5; . 
believe we are talking of different authors, The 
Pharſalia, which Mr Rewe tranſlated, was written 
: by Lucan ; but I have been ſpeaking of Lucian, a 
; Greek writer, and, in my opinion, the greateſt in 
i the humourous way, that ever the world produced.“ 
a Ay! cries the Author, he was indeed ſo, a very 
- excellent writer indeed. J fancy a W 


r 


w 
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4 deed,” cries Booth. A * tranſlatien of him de 

A would: be a valuable book. I have ſeen a wretched = wo 
one publiſhed. by Mr Dryden, but tranflated by 
* others, who in many places have miſunderſtood Lu- 08 
cian's meaning, and have. no where preſerved the us 
« ſpirit of the original” Fhat is great pity,” ſays : de 

. the Author, Pray, Sie," is he. well tranſlated into 75 
French? Booth anfwered, he could not tell; bu . E. 
that he donbted it very much, having never ſeen a root 

good verſion into that language, out of the Greek. N 

2. To confeſs. the truth, 1 believe,” ſaid he, *the dd 
French tranffators have generally confulted the La- . Ph 

tin only; which; in ſome of the few Greek writers Wl . 185 
© I have read; is intolerably bad. And as the Engliſh: "Mn 
* tranſlators; for the moſt part; putfue the French, 

+ we may eafily gueſs, what ſpirit ow pon, beaker of had 
copies mult preſerve of the ori 1 
Egad, you are a ſhrewd gueſ > chi the Auth, 50. 
Jam glad the bookſellers- Sass not your ſagacity.. WF . der 
* But how ſhould it be otherwiſe,. confidermy the M 

.. © price they: pay by the ſheet ? The Greek; you-will Wl . pr 
allow, is a bard language ; and there are few s. "yy 
„ tlemen that write, Wits can read it without a © na 
=  <lexicon. Now, Sir, if we were to afford time to : a 
| © find out the true meaning of words; a gentlettian.. * 
= would net get bread we. cheeſe by His Work. If «1 
| © one was to be paid, indeed; as Mr Pope was for dee 
© his Homer---Pray, Sir, dont. you think chat the: © 
*/ beſt tranflation in the world ? T 
Indeed, Sir, cries Booth, I think though it 6 tho 
© js certainly a noble paraphraſe, and of jr{elf-a ine Wl , 
poem, yet, in ſome places, it is no tranftation at ihe 
© all. In the very beginning, for inſtance, he hath Wl 
not rendered the true force oy the Author. © Homer © ſay 
© invokes his Muſe in the five firſt lines of the ia; « the 
* Ann at es end of! the an He! fart reaſon iN © ho 

| 1 o 
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dic 


* * 20 all theſe things,” ſays be; $ 8 verge 
i about Up: the decree of Jupiter; e 
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gdeities. Now, the tranſlſation takes no more notice 
« of the AE, than if no ſuch: word had been there. 
6h Very poſſibly, anſwered the Author; it ids 
long time ſince I read the original. Perhaps then, 
© he followed the French tranſlations. I obſerve; in- 
« deed, he talks much in the notes. of en Daciers | 
© and Monkieur Euſtathius, 

Booth had now received n Seed of bis 
friend's knowledge of: the Greek language; without 
attempting, therefore, to ſet him right, be made a 
ſudden tranſition to the Latin. Pray, Sir, ſaid he, 
« as you have mentioned Rowe's tranſlation of the 
« Pharſalia, do- you-remember how he * e 
© that paſſage in the RAM ok ng 25 5 


„ * maximus „ 5 
1 Fragend webs Pater. ot, Aber Maruut. * 


L Far I apprehend. chat paſlage i is generally miſun- 
* derſtood,? | - 
© Ireally do not ren? lene the Authors i 
© Pray, Sir, what do you take to be. the meaning ?* 
«© I apprehend, Sir, ee Booth, that, by theſe 
c words, Urbi Pater eſt, Urbique Maritus, Cato is re- 
© preſented as the e and huſband to: thee city: of 
Rome | 4im> 
| © Very true, Sie, cries the n e ** very bue, is 
* deed.---Not only the father of his country, but the: 
© huſband too; very noble, truly.” 
© Pardon me, Sir, cries. Booth, L do: not ee 
© that to have been Lucan's meaning. If you pleaſe 
to obſerve the eontext: Lucan, having commended 
the temperance of Cate, in the inſtances of diet and 
clothes, proceeds to venereal pleaſures; of which, 
© ſays. the poet, his prineipal uſe was. procreation 
* then he adds, Urbi Pater e/t, Urbigue Maritus ; thar 
a 0 N 2 father and a buſbavjl, tor the fake: ny 
© of the city.“ 
* Upon my * that? ub .cries os, ahi 25 PE 
* Ud not think of 3 Wa It is much finer than the other. 
"4 e . ba . bbs TP! Urli, 
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. Urbir Pater eff-<-whar i is: 2 other ., | 4-404 
© Maritus.---It is certainly as you fay, Sir « diff 
Booth was, by this, pretty well ſatisfied of Sk 4M 
thor's: Pr pen learning; however, he was willing tha 
to try him a little further. He aſked him, therefore, «the 
what was his opinion of Lucan in ray i i pla 
what claſs of writers he ranked him, 1 
The Author ſtared a little at this queſliowaed anch Boot! 
after ſome heſitation, anſwered, — 1 « till 
© think he is a fine writer, aud a very great poet. + tho 
I am very much of the ſame opinion, * cries Booth; wer 
but where do you claſs Bim, next to what poet do 48 
© you place him?! - van 
© Let me ſee, cries the Author, Wa do il cli © the 
c Kindt next to whom do I place him -A }--- why! « ſhal, 
* ---why, pray, where do you yourlelt place him? fete 
5 Why, lurelꝝ, Cries: Booth, © 1 he is: not to be © rom 
dg 3s the firſt rank, with Homer, and Virgil, nov 
0 115 Milton -I think clearly, he is at the head of hav; 
© he: fecond;' before either Starius;-or 'Silins:Italicus! . a b; 
Though allow to each of theſe their merit; . And 
but, perhaps, an epic poem was beyond the gens . you 
o either. 1 own, I have often thought, if Saus , pape 
had ventured no farther than Ovid or Claudiau, he a lit 
© would have ſucceeded better: for his N ns iu can 
my opinion, much better rhan his: Thebais.?: > 1 


l believe, I was of the Gum puck fo 
faid. the Author: ö n 


And for Wwhat reaſon have. you altered 510 © writ 
Booth. | can 
J ave not Altered it, + anfweree) the Anthory ib, the 
© to tell you the truth, I have not any opinion at al A 
© about theſe: matters at preſent, I ab nstc * toe] 
head muck with poetry: for there is no ene no e 
ment to fuch ſtudies in this age. I is ene, „een 
deed, F have now and then wrote a poem or d for new 
the Ma agazines; but I never intend te- weite af expl; 
more: for-a gentleman, is not paid for his-time. bear. 


« ſheet is a ſheet with the bookſellers; and whether 
it be in proſe or verſe, they: make no difference; 
though. certainly: there is as much difference 10# 


« gentleman. i in the work. as there is to a tailor, be. 


| Chap. 3. ANT LL EA ws 
| < tween making a plain and. a laced fait. Rhimies are 85 
difficult things; they are ſtubborn things, Sir. 5 
have been ſometimes Jonger in tagging à coup 
« than I have been i writing a ſpeech on the ade r 
the oppoſition, which bath on e eee 
« plauſe all over the kingdom. 2 400 
I am glad you are pleaſed to ;oonfives! chat, cries. 
Booth: for 1 proteſt it was an entire ſecret to me 
« till this day. I was fo perfectly ignorant, that 1 
thought the ſpeeches, publithed- in the N | 
„were really made by the members themſelves. 
© Some of them, and 1 believe 1 may, 3 
x yanity, ſay, the beſt, eries the Author, are all 
© the production of my own pew; but, I believe, 1 
« ſhall leave it off ſoon, unleſs à ſheet of ſpeech will 
fetch more than it does at preſent. In truth, the 
romance- writing is the only branch of our buſineſs 
now, that is worth following: Goods of that ſort 
have had fo much ſueeeſs lately in the market, that 
« 2 bookſeller ſcarce cares what he bids: for them. 
© And it is certainly- the eaſieſt work in the world; 
* you may write it almoſt as faſt as you can ſet pen to 
paper; and if you interlard it wich a little ſcandal, 
« a little abuſe on ſome tiviog. charaQers 5 mower you 
cannot fail of ſucceſs.. : 
Upon my word, Sir,“ eries Booth; 4 y have 
greatly inſtructed me. I could not have imagined 
there had been ſo much re . in the trade of 
* writing, as you are pleaſed to mention; by what I 
can perceive, the pen and ink is likely to become | 
' the ſtaple commodity of the kingdom. 
Alas! Sir,“ anſwered che Author; it is over» 
* tocked—The market is over-ſtocked. There is 
no encouragement to merit, no patrons. I have | 
been theſe five years ſoliciting a- ſubſcription for my 
new tranſlation of Ovid's Metamorphoſes, with notes 


any WE cxptinatory, hiſtorical; and critical; and 1 have 
= ſcarce collected five Kindred names yet. 
me The mention of this tranſlation a little 1 | 
e ooch; not only as the author had juſt declared his 
„ eentions to forſake the tuneful Muſes, but for ſome 


ther reaſons, Which he had collected from his .- 
2 | verſation 


verſation doch on our en ihe ile 1 to 3 of. 
a propoſal to tranſlate any of the Latin; poets. fe 
proceeded, therefore, to catechiſe him a, little far. 
ther; and by his anſwers was fully TK that de 
had the very ſame acquaintance with O! 4. be 
had appeared-to have with Luca. 
The author then pulled out a bundle of 4 Papers 
containing propoſals for his ſubleription, and receiptz; 
2 And addreſſing Himſelf to Booth, ſaid, * Thou h the 
place in which we meet, Sir, is is an improper. lace to 
« ſolicit favours of this kind; yet, perhaps, it may be 
in your power to ſerye me, a, you. will charge your 
£< pockets with ſome of theſe. Booth was zult offer- 
ing at an excuſe, hen, the bail 1ntrodu ced. * 
nel James, and the Serjeant. . 7 TE 
Ihe unexpected viſit of a lt LE to a 
in affliction, eſpecially in Mr. Booth's e e 54 
comfort which can ſcarce be equalled; not barely 
from the hopes of relief, or redreſs, by his allit- 
ance; but as it is an evidence of ſincere / friendihip 
| tbh, ſcarce admits of any doubt or ſuſpicion. Buch 
an inſtance doth, indeed, make a man amends for all 
ordinary troubles and diſtreſſes; and we . ought to 
think ourſelves gainers, by having had ſuch an oppor: 
tunity of diſcovering, that we. are poſſeſſed of one of 
the moſt valuable of all human po! eſſions. 
Hooth was ſo tranſported at the ſight of the Colonel, 
that he dropt the propoſals which the author had plit | 
into his hand, and burſt forth into the highelt pro- 
feſſions of gratitude to his friend, who behaved. very 
properly on his ſide, and faid every thing which be- 
came the mouth of a friend on the occaſion. 
It is true, indeed, he ſeemed not moved 1 Ä 
eher witk Booth or. the Serjeant; ; both whoſe 
watered at the ſcene. In truth, the Colonel, thoughz 
very generous man, had not the leaſt ain of tender 
neſs in his diſpoſition. His mind was formed of thoſe 
firm materials, of which nature formerly bammered 
out the Stoic, and upon which the ſorrows of no man 
living could make an impreſſion. A man of this 70 


per, who doth not much value danger, will fight for | 


that hath 


We * he calls his friend; and the! man 


man whoſe tender diſpoſition really feels the miſeries 
of another, will endeavour to relieve them for his 


W when he recollects that he was a ſpeech- maker by 


Chap. 6. A M E L IX. 65 

but little value for his money will give it him; but 
ſuch friendſhip is never to be abſolutely depended on: 
for whenever the favourite paſſion interpoſes with it, 
it is ſure to ſubſide and vanilh into air. Whereas, the 


own ſake ; and, in ſuch a mind, friendſhip will ofte 
get the ſuperiority over every other paſſion. —* 

But from whatever motive it ſprung, the Colonel's 
behaviour to Booth ſeemed truly amiable; and ſo it 
appeared to the Author, who took the firſt occaſion to 
applaud it in a very florid oration; which the reader, 


profeſſion, will not be ſurpriſed at ; nor, perhaps, 
will be much more ſurpriſed, that he ſoon after took 
an occaſion of clapping a propoſal into the Colonel's 
hands; holding at the ſame time a receipt very vi- 
fible in his own. 1 5 5 
The Colonel received both, and gave the Author 
1 guinea in exchange, which was double the ſam men- 
tioned in the receipt; for which the Author made a 
low bow, and very pohtely took his leave, faying, 
* I ſuppoſe, gentlemen, you may have ſome private 
* bulineis together; I heartily with a ſpeedy end to 
your confinement; and 1 congratulate you on the 
5 Nl ſo great, ſo noble, and ſo generous 4 
ende . 1 0 e 


CHAP. vl. 


Mich inclines rather to ſatire than panegyric. 


HE Colonel had the curioſity to aſk Booth the 

name of the gentleman, who, in the vulgar 
language, had ſtruck, or taken him in for a guinea, 
with ſo much eaſe and dexterity. Booth anſwered, he 
did not know his name; all that he knew of him was; 
that he was the moſt impudent and illiterate fellow 
he had ever ſeen; and that, by his own account, he 
was the author of moſt of the wonderful productions of 
the age. Perhaps,” ſaid he, © it may look uncha- 
ntable in me, to blame you for your generofrty ; 
Vor. II. | H Fn, but 


XM D N „ 
but J am convinced the fellow hath not che leaſt me- 
_ © rit or capacity; and you have ſubſcribed to the mol 
< horrid traſh that ever was publiſſed“! 
Il care not a farthing what he publiſhes, cries the 
Colonel. Heaven forbid, I ſhould be | 
read half the nonſenſe I have ſubſcribed to.“ 
But, don't you think,” ſaid Booth, that by ſuck 
| indiſcriminate encouragement of authors, you doa 
real miſchief to the ſociety ? by propagating the ſub- 
ſcriptions of ſuch fellows, people are tired out, and 
with-hold their contributions to men of real merit; 
and, at the ſame time, you are contributing to fl 
the world, not only with nonſenſe, with but all 
the ſcurrility, indecency, and profaneneſs with 
which the age abounds, and with which all bad 
writers ſupply the defect of genius. 
Pugh l' cries the Colonel, I never 2 15 
theſe matters. Good or bad, it is all one to me; 
but there's an acquaintance of mine, and a man of 
great wit too, that thinks the worſt the belts as they 
are the ſureſt to make him laugh.“ 
I aſk pardon, Sir, ſays the Serjeant; * but I wid: 
your honour would conſider your ow n affairs a 
« little; for it grows late in the evenin 
The Serjeant ſays true, anſwered che Coo 
What is it you intend to do?? 
Faith, Colonel, I know not what I ſhall 6 Ip 


6 Kin BB * m. A4 &; 


On To 


a 


them, as much us poſſibly I could, from my mind. 


«a ©» 6 


« with ſome philoſophy ; but when ! confider who 
are to be the ſharers in my fortune—the deareſt of 


children; and the beſt, the worthieft, and the 0. 


© bleſt of women; pardon me, my dear friend;'thel 
« ſenſations are above me, they convert me inta a Wor 
man; they drive me to deſpair, to madueſs.' 
17 de Colonel adviſed him to command bmi 
and told him, this was not the way to retrieve bi 
fortune. As to me, my dear Booth,” ſaid he, you 
know, you may command me as far as is real 
4 "RNS my power. „ 
K ; Si 35 Boch 


* 


affairs ſeem ſo irreparable, that I have been driving 


If I was to ſuffer alone, I think, I could bear them | 
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Booth anſwered eagerly, that he was ſo far from 
expecting any more favours from the Colonel, that he 
had reſolved not to let him know any thing of his 
mixfortune. © No, my dear friend,” cries he, I am» 
too much obliged to you already; and then burſt 
into many fervent expreſſions of gratitude; till the 
Colonel himſelf topped him, and begged him to give 
an account of the debt or debts fer which he was 
detained in that horrid place. 
Booth anſwered, he could not be very era ; but 
he feared it was upward of four hundred pounds. | 
© It is but three hundred pounds, indeed, Sir, cries 
the Serjeant ; if you can raiſe three hundred ne. 
you are a free man this moment. 
Booth, who did not apprehend the generous mean · 
ing of the Serjeant, as well as, I believe, the reader 
will, anſwered, he was miſtaken; that he had com+ 
puted his debts, and they amounted to upwards of 
four hundred pounds: nay, that the bailiff had n 
him writs for above that ſum.. ' 

Whether your debts are three or ſine knndred, F 
cries the Colonel, the preſent buſineſs is to give bail 
only; and then you will have ſome tune to try your 
friends. I think you might get a company abroad; 
and then I would e the money on the ſeen! 
* rity of half your pay: and, in the mean time, I 

* will be one of your bail with all my heart. 5 

While Booth poured: forth his gratitude for alk 
this kindneſs, the Serjeant ran down ſtairs for the hai- 
lf; and ſbortly after returned with him into the 
room, 

The bailiff, being informed that the Colonel oh 
ed 10 be bail for his priſoner, anſwered a little ſurlily;. 
Well, Sir, and who will be the other? you know, 
1 ſuppoſe, there muſt be two; and l mult have. 
time to enquire after them.” 

The Colonel replied, © I believe, Jes L am well 

* known to be reſponſible for a much larger fam than: 

pour demand on this gentleman; but if your forms: 


require two, I ſuppoſe the. Serjeant here will do $0 
s he other.“ 


Ali e 24a 


I don't dis the i nor 700 W gr. 


cries Bondum ; and if you propoſe yourſelves bail dil 
f for the gentleman, I muſt oO time 0 enquire a 48 
Wo * ter you.” © ing 


* You need very lite time to enquire after n me? | 


ſays the Colonel; for I can ſend for ſeveral of the 1 
law, whom I ſuppoſe you know, to fatsfy you; ave 
but conſider, it is very late. me” 
| © Yes, Sir,“ anſwered Bondum, I do conſider i m_— 
is too late for the Captain to be bailed to- night. . 
What do you mean by too late ?* cries the Colonel, N 
I mean, Sir, that T mult ſeareh the office, and that i Ws 
* nowſhutup: for if my Lord Mayor and the court af WI P 
* aldermen would be 8 for him, I would not di. = 

© charge him, till I had ſearched the office,” 1 8 


How, Sir,” cries the Colonel, hath the law of x Ye 
8 England no more regard for the liberty of the ſub . Zh 


_ * jeQ, than to ſuffer ſuch fellows as you to detain a @ 
man in cuſtody for debt, when he can —_ undets- 80 
r 8 * 
Don fellow me, ſaid chas balliff, 1 am as Soda ': g 
"#1 fellow as yourſelf, I believe, e you have that | ” 
* © Tibbond in your hat there.” tn 
Do you know who you are ſpeaking to? ſaid the l 
Serjeant. Do > you know youare 11 toa Colonel Gr 
of thearmy? p S 
What's a Colonel of the army to me Parc. 8 
the bailiff. I have had as good as he in my cul pak 


' * tody before now.” 
And a member of parliament, ——cries the 
Se jeant. 

Ils the glonticingg” a member of ERP ERA T 
Well, and what harm have I ſaid I am ſure ] meant 
no harm, and if his honour is offended, I aſk his 
pardon; to be ſure, his honour muſt know that the 
theriff is anſwerable for all the writs in the office, 
though they were never ſo many, and I am anſwer- 
able to the ſheriff. I am ſure the Captain can't ſay 
that I have.ſhewn him any manner of incivility fince 
he hath been here.—And I hope, honourable Sir, 
cries he, turning to the Colonel, you don't take 

o mak thing — that I: laid, or meant by way of 


VV 


and patience to him; ſaying 


paid his acknowfedgments with tears, for all his good- 
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diſreſpect, or any ſuch matter. I did not, indeed, 
as the gentleman here ſays, know'who I was ſpeak- 
© ing to; but I did not ſay any thing uncivil as 1 
know of, and I hope no offence, , . 

The Colonel was more eaſily pacified than might- - 
have been expected, and told the bailiff, that if it was 
againſt the rules of law to diſcharge Mr Booth that 
evening, he muſt. be contented. He then addreſſed 
himſelf to his friend, and began to prefcribe comfort 3 if 

. muſt reſt fatisfied with | 
his confinement that night, and the next WOE he- 
promiſed to viſit him again. WM 

Booth anſwered, that as for himſelf, the lying one 11 
night in any place was very little worth his regard. 1 
« You and I, my dear friend, have both ff ent our 
© evening in a worſe ſituation than I ſhall in this 
© houſe. All my concern is for my poor Amelia, 
' whoſe ſufferings on account of my abſence 1 know, 
and I feel with unſpeakable tenderneſs. Could 1 
© be aſſured ſhe was tolerably eaſy, 1 could be con- 
© tented in chains or in a dungeon. 

Give yourſelf no concern on her account,” fra 
the Colonel, © I will wait on her myſelf, though [ 
break an en agement for that purpoſe, and will give 
her ſuch 8 ag 1 Nu convinced . imac 
her perfectly eafy.*” 

Booth embraced His end; and Veebing weer hiv! 


nels, In words, indeed, he was not able to thank 
him; for gratitude joining with his other paſſions als 
molt choaked him, and ſtopt his utterance, © - 
After a ſhort ſcene, in which nothing paſt worth 
recounting, the Colonel bid his friend good-night ; 
and leaving the Serjeant with As made Ws * of 
his Way oe to. Amelia. 5 5 | 


*S H 4 p. Vit. Fe res 1h 
Worthy a. very ſerious fer gf. 11 F 


HE Colonel found Amelia ſitting very Aden 
ſolate with Mrs Atkinſon. He entered the 
room with an air of great gaiety, aſſured Amelia that 


„„ her. '#. F 


„ at the Colonel as the hero of her tale. 


her huſband was perlecly * . aha * dap 
the next day he would again be with her. 
Amelia was a little comforted at this accounts Pp 
vented many grateful expreſſions to the Colonel, for 
| ej unparalleled friendſhip, as ſhe was pleaſed to call 
it. She could not, however, help giving way ſoot 
after to a ſigh, at the thoughts of her huſband's bond - 
age, and declared that wight would be-the ue ſhe 
had ever known. 

This lady, Madam,“ cries the! Colonel, 1 mul 
£5 endeavour to make it ſhorter. And if you will give 
© me leave, I will join in the ſame endeavour,” Then 
after fome more conſolatory, ſpeeches, the Colonel 
attempted to give a gay turn to the diſcourſe; and 
faid, I was engaged to have ſpent this evening dif- 
agreeably at Ranelagh, with a ſet of company I did 
* not like, How vaſtly am J obliged to you, dear 
Mrs Booth, that I paſs it ſo card more wad 
s ſatisfaction !' | 
Indeed, Colonel,” faid. F * 4 am 2 | 
that to a mind fo rightly turned as yours, there muſt | 
be a much ſweeter reliſh in the higheſt- offices of 
< friendſhip, than in any pleaſures which the gayel 

5 gone places can afford. 

* Upon my word, Madam,” ſaid the Colonel, 500 
now do me no more than juſtice. I have, and al- 
ways had, the utmoſt indifference for ſuch pleaſures; 
Indeed [I hardly allow them worthy of that name, 
or, if they are ſo at all, it is in a very low degree, 
In my opinion, the higheſt friendſhip muſt _ 
* lead us to the higheſt pleaſure,” | 

Here Amelia entered into a long diflerracion on 
friendſhip, + in which ſhe pointed ſeveral times direRlly 


The Colonel highly applauded all her ſentiments; 
| and when he could not avoid taking the compliment to 
himſelf, he received it with a moſt reſpectful bow. He 
then tried his hand likewiſe at deſcription, in which 
he found means to repay all Amelia's panegyric in 
kind. This though he did with all poſſible delicacy, 
"nm a curious obſerver might have yo 35k to hag 


vp - that 


— — 


P 
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that it was chiefly on her account that the Colonel 


From his chair before the clock had ſtruck one; when 


- + that the Colonel was married.” 


| «© was acquainted with the Colonel's lady.“ 


had avoided the maſquerade. . » 
In diſcourſes of this, kind they paſſed the evening, 
till it was very late, the Colonel never offering to ſtir 


he thought, perhaps, that decency obliged him to 
take his leave. . 

As ſoon as he was gone; Mrs Atkinſon ſaid to Mrs 
Booth, I think, Madam, you told me ab enen, 


Amelia anſwered, ſhe did ſo. 
I think likewiſe, Madam, fd Mrs 1 von 


Amelia anſwered, that ſhe * been extremely j in- 
timate with her abroad. 
Is ſhe young and handſome? 2? Ga: Mrs Atkinſon. 
In ſhort, pray, was it a match of love or conve- 
* nience ?? | 
Amelia anfwerel Gay of love, the belive, on 
his fide : for that the lady had little or no fortune. 
am very glad to hear it, ſaid Mrs Atkinſon : 


for J am ſure the Colonel is in love with ſomebody. 


I think, I never ſaw a more luſcious picture of love 
drawn than that which he was pleaſed to give us, 
* as the portraiture of friendſhip. I have read, in- 
* deed, of Pylades and Oreſtes, 8 and Pythias, 


and other great friends of old; nay, I ſometimes 


© flatter myſelf that I am capable of being a friend 
* myſelf: but as for that fine, ſoft, tender, delicate 
paſſion, which he was pleaſed to deſcribe, Iam con- 
ee, there muſt 80 2 he and a . to the 1 8 880 
* ntion 

Upon my word, my 1 you are miſtaken; cries 
Amelia. If you had known the friendſhip which 
* hath always ſubſiſted between. the Colonel and my 
* huſband, you would not imagine it poſſible for a any 
f * deſeription to exceed it. Nay, I think his beha- 

* Viour this very day is ſufficient to convince you. 

* 1 own what he hath done to-day hath great me- 
* Tit, ſaid Mrs Atkinſon; * and yet from what he hath 
3 * fad to- eee will = pardon me, dear Madam; 


+ perhaps 


. 4 M E E 1 „ Mm. 


perhaps I am too quick-ſighted'i in my obſervations, 
* nay, I am afraid I am even impertinent.“ 
FTjy upon it, cries Amelia, how can you talk in 
_ © that ſtrain? do you imagine I expect ceremony ? 


© Lo. Pray, ſpeak what you think with the utmol, 


© freedom.” | 
Did he not 1 tit Mrs Atkinſon, „ repeat 

the words, the fineſt woman in the world, more than 
© once? did he not make uſe of an exprelſi on which 
might have become the mouth of Oroondates hind. 


© ſelt?---If I remember, the words were theſe, That 


had he been Alexander the Great, he ſhould have 
C thought it more glory to have wiped a tear from 
* the bright eyes of Statira, than to UV eaquired 
* fifty worlds. 

' Did he ſay ſo ?* cries Amelia. 1 think he did 


* fay ſomething like it; but my thoughts were ſo full 


© of my huſband that I took little notice. But what 


would you infer from what he ſaid? I hope you 


© don't think he is in love with me!“ 


I hope he doth not think ſo himſelf,” anſwerel | 
© though when he mentioned the 
bright eyes of Stat ira, he fixed his own eyes on youts 


Mrs Atkinſon ; 


with the moſt languiſhing air I ever beheld.” 
Amelia was going to anſwer, when the Serjeant 


arrived, and then the. immediately fell to enhuiting 
after her huſband; and received ſuch ſatisfaQory an 
ſwers to all her many queſtions concerning him, thit 


ſhe expreſſed great pleaſure. Theſe ideas ſo poſſeſſed 
Her mind, that without once caſting her thoughts on 
any other matters, ſhe took her leave of the Serjeant 


and his lady, and repaired to bed to her children, in 


a room which Mrs Atkinſon had provided her in the 
| nigh houſe; where we will at Wannen wal her a good 
N * t. ; 


0 H A p. vi.” 


Conſiſting of grave mattert.. 


7H ILE innocence and chearful hope. in ſhit 
* the malice of Fortune, cloſed the vor of 


friend 
tire c 
ſhe be 


were 
him v 
abyſs 
all he 
band, 
bitter 
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Chap. 8. n 
the gentle Amelia, on her homely bed, and ſhe enjoy- 
e and profound ſleep, the Colonef lay reit- 
leſs all night on his down; his mind was affected 
with a kind of ague fit; ſometimes ſcorched up with 
flaming deſires, and again chilled with the coldeſt 
deſpair. e e e 

1 here is a time, L think, according to one of our 
poets, © When Juſt and envy ſleep.” This, I ſuppoſe, 
is when they are well gorged with the food they moſt 
delight in; but while either of theſe are hungry, * 


— 


Nor POPPY nor ander, Et 
Nor all the drouſy fſyrups of the 2 
Will ever medicine them to ſlum 


The Colonel was, at preſent, unhappily tormented 
by both theſe fiends. His laſt 2 converſation 
with Amelia had done his buſineſs effectually. The 
many kind words ſhe had ſpoken to him, the many kind 
looks the had given him, as being, ſhe conceived, the 
friend and preſerver of her huſband, had made an en- 
tire conqueſt of his heart. Thus, the very love which 
ſhe bore him, as the perſon to whom her little family 
were to owe their preſervation and happineſs, inſpired 
him with thoughts of ſinking them all in the loweſt 
abyſs of ruin and miſery; and while ſhe ſmiled with 
all her ſweetneſs on the ſuppoſed friend of her huſ- 
band, ſhe was converting that friend into his moſt 
bitter enen. TER 


' Friendſhip, take heed ; if woman interfere, © 
ge ſure the hour of thy deſtruction's near.“ 


” bw > I + TD We et: 0. 08 CÞ 


"Theſe are the lines of Vanbrugh; and the ſenti- 
ment is better than the poetry. To ſay the truth, as 
a handſome wife is the cauſe and cement of many 
5 iriendſhips, ſhe is often too liable to deſtroy the 
kal ones. N ; 1 75 . 
Thus the object of the Colonel's luſt very plainly ap- 
pears; but the object of his envy may be more difficult 
to diſcover, Nature and Fortune had ſeemed to ſtrive 
with a kind of rivalſhip, which ſhould: beſtow moſt — 
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che Colonel. The former had given him perſon, pars, 
and conſtitution, in all which he was fuperior to 1 
moſt every other man. The latter had given hin 
rank in life, and riches, both in a very eminent de. 
gree. Whom then ſhould this happy man envy? Here, 
leſt ambition ſhould miſlead the reader to ſeareh the 
palaces, of the great, we will direct him at once 10 
Gray's-Inn Lane; where, in a miſerable bed, in 2 
miſerable room, he will ſee a miſerable broken lieu - 
tenant, in a miſerable condition, with ſeveral heavy 
debts on his back, and without a penny in his pocket, 
This, and no other, was the object of the Colonꝛls 
.envy. And why! becauſe this wretch was poſſeſſed 
of the affections of a poor little lamb; which all the 
vaſt flocks that were within the power and reach of 
the Colonel, could not prevent that glutton's longing 
for. And ſure this image of the lamb is not impro- 
perly adduced on this occaſion : for what was the Co- 
Jonel's deſire but to lead this poor lamb, as it were, 
to the ſlaughter, in order to purchaſe a feaſt of a few 
days by her final deſtruction, and to tear her away 
from the arms of one where ſhe was ſure of being 
Foridled and careſſed all the days of her life. 
While the Colonel was agitated with theſe thoughts, 
Bis greateſt comfort was, that Amelia and Booth were 
now ſeparated, and his greateſt terror was of ther 
coming again. together. From wiſhes therefore he 
began to meditate deſigns ; and fo far was he from auy 
intention of procuring the liberty of his friend, that 
he began to form ſchemes of prolonging his confine- 
ment, till he could procure ſome means of ſending 
him far away from her; in which caſe he doubted not 
but of ſucceeding in all he deſired. 3 
- He was forming this plan in his mind, when a ſer. 
vant informed him, that one Serjeant Atkinſon deſired 
to ſpeak with bis honour. The Serjeant was inmed- 
ately admitted, and acquainted the Colonel} that if be 


pleaſed to go and become bail for Mr Booth, another 
unexceptionable houſe-keeper would be there to jon 
with him. This perſon the Serjeant had procured tha 
morning, and had, by leave of his wife, given him a 
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I have ſhewn myſelf ſo.? 


| * ften called me brother; 
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Chap. 8s. a M E L I A. 1 
he Colonel did not ſeem ſo elated with this news 
as Atkinion expected. On the contrary, inſtead of 
making a direct anſwer to what Atkmſon ſaid, the 
Colonel began thus: 1 think, Serjeant, Mr Booth 
« hath told me that you was folter-brother to his 
lady. She is really a charming woman, and it is a 
« thouſand pities ſhe ſhould ever have been placed in 
the dreadful fituation the is now in. There is no- 
« thing ſo filly as for ſubaltern officers of the army to 
« marry, unleſs where they meet with women of very 
great fortunes indeed. What can be the event of 
their marrying otherwiſe, but entailing miſery and 


© beggary on their wives and their poſterity ?? | 


Ah! Sir!' cries the Serjeant, it is too late to 
think of thoſe matters now. To be ſure, my lady 
might have married one of the top gentlemen in the 


country: for ſhe is certainly one of the beſt, as well 


as one of the handſomeſt women in the kingdom; 
and if ſhe had been fairly dealt by, would have had 
© a very great fortune into the bargain. Indeed ſhe 
is worthy of the greateſt prince in the world; and 
if | had been the greateſt prince in the world, I thould' 


have thought myſelt happy with ſuch a wife; bur 


* the was pleaſed to like the lieutenant, and certainly 
* there can be no happineſs in marriage without 


| © liking,” 


* Lookee, Serjeant,” ſaid the Colonel, you know 
very well that am the Lieutenant's friend. I thmk 

Indeed, your honour hath,* quoth the Serjeant, 
more than once to my knowledge.” 

* But I am angry with him for his imprudence, 
greatly angry with him for his imprudence; and 
the more ſo, as it affects a lady of ſo much worth.“ 

he is indeed, a lady of the higheſt worth, cries 
the Serjeant. Poor dear lady! 1 knew her, an't 
* pleaſe your honour, from her infancy ; and the 
Iwzeteſt-tempered, beſt-natured lady ſhe is, that 

ever trod on Engliſh ground. I have always loved 
her as if ſhe was my own fiſter.---Nay, ſhe hath very 
and 1 have taken it to be 
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a greater honour than if I was to be called a general 


Officer.“ 


What pity it is,“ ſaid the Colonel, * that this | « 
* worthy creature ſhould be expoſed” to ſo much mi. « C 
* ſery by the thoughtleſs behaviour of a man, who, 4 
though I am his friend, I cannot help ſaying hath | « 
been guilty of imprudence, at leaſt, Why could he . 
© not live upon his half-pay ? what had he to do to _ 
| run himſelf into debt in this outragious manner? *h 
| l I with indeed,” cries the Serjeant, he had been 2 F 
| a little more conſiderative; but, I hope, this will be flo 
© a warning to him.“ RL. Coo”: m 
© How am [I ſure of that,“ anſwered the Colonel; in 
© or what reaſon is there to expect it? extravagance is : 1 
* a vice of which men are not ſo eaſily cured, 1 his 
6 © have thought a great deal of this matter, Mr Ser. Col 
of © jeant; and upon the moſt mature deliberation, lam Wl © 10 
= of opinion, that it will be better both for him and * lo 
© his poor lady, that he ſhould ſmart a little more. : 
our honour, Sir, to be ſure is in the right, re. con 
pPolied the Serjeant; but yet, Sir, if you will pardon ; 
me for ſpeaking, I hope you will be pleaſed to con - let 
* fider my poor lady's caſe. She ſuffers, all thi 1] 
« while, as much or more than the Lieutenant; forl "Fo 
© know her ſo well, that I am certain ſhe will. never 5 
have a moment's eaſe till her huſband is out of con - na 
— , mr Roe 5 
: © T know women better than you, Serjeant,” cries 15 
the Colonel: they ſometitnes place their affections in 
on a huſband, as children do on their nurſe; but N ful 
© they are both to be weaned. I know you, Serjeant, br 
to be a fellow of ſenſe as well as ſpirit, or I ſhould il 
not ſpeak ſo freely to you; but 1 took a fancy to {ol 
you a long time ago, and I intend to ſerve you; Nr 
© but firſt, 1 aſk you this queſtion, is your attachment pa 
to Mr Booth, or to his ladſÿj ? 8 Do 
- © Certaialy, Sir,” ſaid the Serjeant, I mult lore 1 5 
© my lady beſt. Not but I have a great aſſection for oy 
* the Lieutenant too, becauſe I know my lady bath 8 
© the ſame; and, indeed, he hath been always ve f f ne 
good to me, as far as was in his power. A Lieuie: V. 


© nant, your honour knows, can't do a great deal; 
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I . always f found him my friend upon all 
« occahons, 

« You ſay true, cries the, ee 4 e 
can do but little; but I can do much to ſerve you, 
| < and will t00---But let me aſk you one queſtion- 
Who was the lady whom I ſaw laſt night with Mrs 
« Booth at her lodgings?” | 

Here the Serjeant bluſhed, and repeated, 98 The 
« lady, Sir!“ if 

Ay, a lady, a woman, cries che Colonel, FN 5 
'« ſupped with us laſt night. She looked rather too 
much like a e eee for the miſtraſa of a . 
ing houſe.” + ; 

The Serjeant's. cheeks glowed at 003 cali to 
his wife, and he was juſt going to on her, when the 
Colonel proceeded. I think I never ſaw in my life 
© ſo ill-looking, fly,, demure a b I would give 5 
« ſomething, methinks, to know who ſhe was. 

I don't knom, indeed, eries the Serjeant i in great 
confuſion. N Rno¶]Ü nothing about her“ 

I with you would enquirey ſaid the Colonel, 5 * and 
© let me know her name, and likewiſe what ſhe is. 
have a ſtrange curiofity to know, and let me ſee 


you again this evening exactly at ſe ven. . 

and will not your honour then go to the leute. 
ne. © nant this morning; ? ſaid. Atkinſon, 
15 lt is not in my power,” anſwered the OM pat go $6 1 
ie am engaged another way. Beſides, there is no haſte 
nt in this affair. If men will be imprudent, they mult 
ut * ſuffer the conſequences, Come to me at ſeven, and 
it, bring me all the particulars you can concerning that 
1d ill- locked jade I mentioned to you; for I am re- 
to * ſolved to know who the is. And ſo, good-morrow 
u; to you, Serjeant; be aſſured I will take an oppertu- 
ont * Aity to do ſomethin,# for you.“ 


Thongh ſome readers may, perhaps, think che . 


we Jeant not unworthy of the freedom with which the Co- 
for WI one! treated him, yet that haughty.« officer would have 
ath deen very backward to have condeſcended.to ſuch fa- 
erf miliarity with one of his rank, had he not propoſed 
hel lome defign from i it. In truch, he began. to. conceive 
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hopes of making the Serjeant inſtrumental to his deſign 
on Amelia: in other words, to convert him into 4 
pimp, an office in which the Colonel had been ſertel 
by Atkinſon's betters; and which, as he knew-it was 


in his power very well to reward him, he had no ap- 


prehenſion that the Serjeant would decline: an opinion 
which the Serjeant might have pardoned, tho” he had 
never given the leaſt grounds for it, ſince the Colonel 
borrowed it from the knowledge of his own heart. 
This dictated to him, that he, from a bad motive, was 
capable of deſiring to debauch his friend's wifes and 
the ſame heart inſpired him to hope that another, from 
another bad motive, might be guilty of the ſame breach 
of friendſhip, in aſſiſting him. Few men, I believe, 
think better of others than of themſelves; nor dothey 
eaſily allow the exiſtence of any virtue ↄf which they 
perceive no traces in their own minds: for which rea. 
ſon I have obſerved, that it is extremely difficult to 
perſuade a rogue that you are an honeſt man; nor 
would you ever ſucceed in the attempt by the ſtrong- 
eſt evideace, was it not for the comfortable conclufion 
which the rogue draws, that he who proves himiſelf to 


be honeſt, proves himſelf to be a fool at the ſame time, 
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3 ſundry obſervations. 


THE Serjeant retired from the Colonel in a very 


1 dejetted ſtate of mind; in which, however, ve 
muſt leave him a while, and return to Amelia; who, 


as ſoon as ſhe was up, had diſpatched Mrs Atkinſon 
to pay off her former lodgings, and to bring off all 
cloaths and other moveabls Ton 
The truſty meſſenger returned without performing 
her errand : for Mrs Elliſon had locked up all her 
rooms, and was gone out very early that morning, and 
the ſervant knew not whither ſhe Was gone. FM 
15 


The two ladies now ſat down to breakfaſt, together 
with Amelia's two children: after which, Amelia de- 
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Chap. 9. A M E LI As 99 
clared ſhe would take a coach and vifit her huſband. 
To this motion Mrs Atkinſon ſoon agreed, and of- 
fered to be her companion. To ſay truth, 1 think it 
was reaſonable enough; and the great abhorrence 
which Booth had of ſeeing his wife in a bailiff s houſe, 
was, perhaps, rather too nice and delicate. . 
When the ladies were both dreſſed, and juſt going to 
ſend for their vehicle, a great knocking was heard at 
the door, and preſently Mrs James was uſhered into 
the room. ee ee 
This viſit was diſagreeable enough to Amelia, as it 
detained her from the ſight of her huſband, for Which 
ſhe ſo eagerly longed. However, as ſhe had no doubt 
but that the viſit would be reaſonably ſhort, the re- 
ſolved to receive the lady with all the complaiſance 
m her power. . 7 e HE 
Mrs james now behaved berſelf ſo very unlike the 
perſon that ſhe lately appeared, that it might have 
ſurpriſed any one who doth not know, that beſides that 


| of a fine lady, which is all mere art and mummery, 


every ſuch woman hath ſome real character at the bot- 
tom, in which, whenever nature gets the better of her, 
fhe acts. Thus the fineſt ladies in tire world will 
ſometimes love, and ſometimes ſeratch, accarding to 
their different natural diſpoſitions, with great fury and 
violence, though: both. of theſe are equally incenſiſt- 
ent with a fine Jady's artiftcial charaQer. - N 
Mrs James then was at the bottem à very good- 
natured woman; and the moment ſhe heard of Ame- 
ha's misfortune, was ſmeerely grieved at it. She had 
acquieſced on the very firſt: motion with the Colonel's 
delign of inviting her to her houſe; and this morning 
at breakfaſt, when he had acquainted her that Amelia 
made ſome difficulty in accepting the offer, very rea- 
cily undertook to go herſelſ and perſuade her friend to 
accept the invitation. | e 
She now preſſed this matter with ſuck earneſtneſs, 
that Amelia, who was not extremely verſed in the art 


of denying, was hardly able to refuſe her importunity ;- 


nothing, indeed, but her affection to Mrs Atkinſon 
could have prevailed on her to refuſe; that point, how- 
euer, ſhe would not give up, and Mrs James, at laſt, 


100 A M E L. 1 4. bon n 
was contented with a promiſe, that as. hen; as their af, 
fairs were ſettled, Amelia, with her huſband and fa. 
mily, would make her a viſit, and ſtay for ſeme time 
with her in the country, whither ſhe was ſoon to retire 

Having obtained this promiſe, Mrs James, after 
many very friendly profeſſions, took her leave; and 
ſtepping into her coach, re- aſſumed the fine lady, and 
drove away to join her company at an auction. 
Ihe moment ſhe was gone, Mrs Atkinſon, who 
| had left the room upon the approach of Mrs. James, 
returned into it, and was informed: by ee al 
- that had paſt. | 
Pray, Madam, ſaid Mrs Atkinſon, 05 We thi 
Colonel and his lady live, as it is called, well toge · 
Lier! 
If you mean to aſk,” cries Ames, « n they 
are a very fond couple, I mult, anſwer rt! r 
hey are not. 2 
I have been told,” ſays. Mrs. n that 
there have been inſtances of women, who have be- 
© come bawds to their on e and che bulk 
. © © pimps for them.” | | 
ie upon it,” cries. Amalia. "> 1 bat there. are 
no ſuch people. Indeed, my dear, this 1 is. dings 
© httle too cenſorious,” | 
Call it what you yas If auf Mrs Arkinfon, 
© It ariſes from my love to you, and my fears for yout 
danger. You know the proverb of a. burnt child; 
© and if ſuch a one hath any -good-nature, it vil ö 
< dread the fire, on the account of others as well as on 
* ts own. And if L may ſpeak my ſentiments. freely, 
I cannot think” FG will be in een at this/Colpge's 
<HouEe 7! 
I cannot but believe your apprehenſion. to be 

« ſincere,” replied Amelia, and,I muſt think myſelt 

* obliged to you for them; but J am convinced Jou 

are entirely in an error; I look on Colonel James 

as the molt generous and beſt of men. He was ® 


— 


friend, and an excellent friend too, to my Hu 
long before 1 was acquainted with him, and, be hath 
done him a thouſand good offices... "Wha a ny" 
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© I wiſh,” cries Mrs Atkinſon, * that his behavi-- 


our to-day had been equal, What I am now going 


to undertake is the molt difagreeable office of 


* 
friendſhip, but it is a neceſſary one. I muſt tell you 
therefore what paſt this morning between the Colo- 
| © nel and: Mr Atkinſon; for though it will hurt you, 


you ought, on many accounts, to know it.. Here 
ſhe related the whole which we Have recorded in the 
preceeding chapter, and with which the Serjeant had 


acquainted her, while Mrs. James was paying her viſit: | 
to Amelia. And as the Serjeant had painted the mat- 


ter rather in ſtronger colours than the Colonel; ſo Mrs: 
Atkinſon again a little improved on the. Serjeant. 
Neither of theſe: good people; perhaps, intended to- 
aggravate any circumſtance z. but ſuch is, I believe, 


| the unavoidable conſequence of all reports: Mrs At- # 


kinſon, indeed, may be ſuppoſed not to ſee what re- 
lated to James in the moſt: favourable light, as the: 
Serjeant, with more honeſty than prudence, had ſug- 
geſted to his wife, that the Colonel had not the kindeſt 
opinion of her,, and had called her ax fly. and de- 
mure ---; it is true he omitted ill- looking b--- ; two 
words, which are, perhaps, ſuperior to: the patience: 


of any Job in petticoats that ever lived He made 


amends, however, ly ſubſtituting: ſome other phraſes: 


in their ſtead, not extremely agreeable to a female ear. 


It appeared to Amelia, from Mrs Atkinſon's rela- 
tion, that the Colonel had groſsly abuſed· Booth ꝭto the: 
Serjeant, and had abſolutely refuſed to hecome his 
bail. Poor Amelia became a pale. and motionleſs ſta- 
tue at this account. At lengths. ſhe oried, If this; 


be true, I and mine are all, indeed, undone. We 


have no comfort, ng hope, no friend left. I can 
not diſbelieve you, —Þ know: you: would. not deceive: 


me Why ſhould you; indeed; deceive me? But 


* what can have cauſed this alteration fince laſt night.? 


Did I ſay or do any thing to offend him? 


* You ſaid, and did rather; I believe, a great deal 


doo much to pleaſe him, anſwered” Mrs Atkinſon: 


k Beſides, he is not in the leaſt offended' with vou. 
On the contrary, he ſuid many kind thing  _ 
What can my poor love have done?” ſaid Amelia, 
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le hath not = the Colonelſince 10 night Some 
villain hath. ſet him againit my huſband; he waz 
once before ſuſpicious of ſuch a perſon... Some 
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cruel monſter hath belied his innocence. | 


Pardon me, dear Madam, ſaid: Mrs. Atkanſon' 


J believe the perſon who hath injured: the Captain 
with this friend of his, is one of the worthieſt and 


beſt of ci eatures—Nay, do not be ſurpriſed; the 


perſon I mean, iseven your fair ſelf: ſure you would, 
not be fo dull in any other caſe ; but in this, grati- 


tude, humility; — every. wks On r 


eyes. FINS e 
- of, artales e vifurs. 


as Virgil ſays. What in the els eee 


eonſiſtent, than his deſire to have you at his own 
houſe, and to keep your huſband confined in ano. 
ther ? All that he ſaid, and all that he did yeſter- 
day; and, what is more convincing to me than 
both, all that he looked:.lait Magus wunden com- 


Gitent with both theſe deſigns.” 


O Heavens!” cries Amelia, you chill my. blood 


= —  —— 


with horror! the idea freezes: me to death: I can 
not, muſt not, will not think it. N othing but com 
viction Heaven ſorbid 1 ſhould ever have more com- 
viction ! and did he abuſę my huſband! what! did 
he abuſe a poor, unlrappy, diltrefied creature ;:opprel* 
ſed, ruined, torn from his children, tern away from lis 


wretched wife; the honeſteſt,, worthieſt, nobleſt, 


tendereſt, fondeſt, beſt -—Here: ſhe burſt into an 


agony of grief, which exceeds the power of deſeription. 


In this ſituation, Mrs . Atkinſon. was: doing her ut- 
moſt to ſupport her, when a. moſt violent knocking 
was heard at the door, and imtnediately the Serjeant 


ran haſtily into the room, bringing with him a cor- 


dial, which preſently relieved Amelia. What th 


cordiat was, we ſhall inform the reader in due _ 


In the mean while, he muſt ſuſpend his curiolity; an 
the gentlemen at White's: may lay wagers, 5 | 


was Ward's pill, or Doctor James's powder. 


But before we cloſe this ehapter, and return back to 


the bailiff s houſe, we muſt do our bet to reſene-the 
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character of our heroine from the dulneſs of appre- 
kenſion, which ſeveral of our quick: ſighted readers 
may lay more heavily to her charge than was done 


by her friend Mrs Atkinſon. 


I muſt inform, therefore, all ſuch readers, that it 
is not, becauſe. innocence. is more blind than guilt,. 
that the former often overlooks and tumbles into the 
pit, which the latter foreſees and avoids, The truth: 
is, that it is almoſt impoſſible guilt ſhould: miſs the diſ- 


covering of all the ſnares in its way; as it is conſtantly 


prying cloſely into every corner, in order to: lay ſnares 
for others. Whereas innocence, having no ſuch pun- 
poſe, walks fearleſsly and careleisly through life; and 
is conſequently liable to tread on the gins, which cun- 

ning has laid to entrap it. To ſpeak plainly, and 
without allegory or figure, it is not want ef ſenſe, but 
want of ſuſpicion, by which innocence. is often be- 
trayed. Again, we often admire at the folly of the 
dupe, when we {honld transfer our whole ſurpriſe to 
the aſtoniſhing guilt of the betrayer. In a. word, 
many an innocent perſon- hath- owed: his ruin to this 
circumſtance alone, that the. degree of villainy was 
ſueh as muſt have exceeded the faith of every man. 
who was not himſelf a villain.. | : 1 


CCC 
In which are many profound fecrets of philgſaphy. 
8 0 OTH, having had eneugh of the Author's 


company the. preceeding day, choſe now another 
companion, Indeed the author was not very ſolici- 
tous of a ſecond: interview: for, as he could have no 
hope from Booth's pocket, ſo-he-was not likely to re- 
ceive much increaſe. to his vanity from Booth's con- 
verſation : for, low as this wretch was in virtue, ſenſe, 
learning, birth and fortune, he was by no means low 
in his vanity, This paſſion, indeed, was. ſo high in 
him, and at the ſame time ſo blinded him to his own 
demerits, that he hated every man, who did not either 
Hatter him or give him money. In ſhort, he claimed 
a ſtrange kind of right; either to cheat all his ac- | 

N | OT quaintance 


* , 
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was ſuch, that he recommended a man moſt, where 


Inſtance, though he had drawn a malicious concluſion, 
honeſtly avowed, that this was drawn only from the 


muſt have had a very bad mind, indeed, who, in 


deal of compaſſion, and be a. very good man, in 


very bad, it is true; and yet there is one circuſ - 


_ * contemptible.” 


— 


quaintance of their praiſe, or to pick theit poche 
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their pence; in which-latter caſe, he himlelf pad Wi 


very hberally with panegyr ie. 

A very little ſpecimen of ſuch a fellow muſt have 
fatisfied a man of Mr Booth's temper. He choſe, 
therefore, now to affociate himfelf with that gentle 
man, of whom Bondum had given ſo ſhabby a cha- 
racter. In ſhort, Mr Beoth's opinien ef the bailif 


he leaſt intended it. Nay, the bailiff, in the preſert 


poverty of the perſon; which is never, I believe, au 
forcible diſ recommendation to a goed mind; but he 


Mr Boeth's circumſtances, could have diſſiked or 
deſpiſed another man, becauſe that other man was. 
poor. d r If | | : 21 3 ks as ID 

Some previous converſation having paſt between 
this gentleman and Booth, in which they had both 


opened their ſeveral ſituations to-each- other; the for- 


mer caſting An affectionate took on the latter, erpreſſed 
| ey compaſſion for his cireumſtances; for Which 
Booth thanking him, ſaid, Lou muſt have a great 
ſuch a terrible ſituation as you deſeribe yourſelf, to 

i are 


5 My affairs, Sir, anſwered the gentleman 


* ſtance, which makes you appear to me more tie 


object of pity than I am to myſelf; and it is this, 


* that you muſt from your years be a novice in'afffic 
< tion; whereas I have ſerved a long apprenticeſhip 
to miſery, and ought, by this time, to be n pretty 
good maſter of my trade. Ts ſay the truth, I be 
* Rove, habit teaches men to bear the burdens of the 
© mind, as it enures them to bear heavy burdens on 
© their ſhoulders, Without uſe and experience, the 
'© ſtrongeſt minds and bodies both will ſtagger under 
© a weight, which habit might render eaſy, and even 
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Fhere is great juſtice, cries Booth; © in. the com- 
pariſon ; and, I think, I have myſelf experienced 
the truth of it for am; not that Tyro in affliction; 
which you ſeem to apprehend me. And, perhaps, 
it is from the very habit you mention, that 1 am 
able to ſupport my preſent misfortunes a little like 
a man hd ets N J e 
The gentleman ſmiled at this, and eried, Indeed, 
Captain, you are a young philoſop her. 

1 think,” cries Booth, IL have ſome pretenſions 
to that philoſophy which is taught by misfortunes; 
and you ſeem to be of opinion, Sir, that is one of 
« the beſt ſchools ef philoſop ht 
| 4-1 mean no more, Sir, ſaid the gentleman, © than 

that in the days of our affliction, we are inclined to 
think more ſeriouſly, than in thoſe ſeaſons of life, 

« when we are engaged in the hurrying purſuits of 
« bulineſs or pleaſure, when we have neither leiſure , 
nor inclination to ſift and examine things to the / 
© bottom, Now there are two. conſiderations, which, 
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th from my having long fixed my thoughts upon them, 
have greatly ſupported me under alk my affſictionss 
My The one is the brevity of life, even at its longelt' 
ch duration, which the wiſeſt of men hath compared to 
At « the ſhort dimenſion of à ſpan. One of the Romaa 
in * poets compares it to the duration of a race; and an- 
ty other, to the much ſhorter tranſition of a wave. 

x The ſecond conſideration is the uncertainty of it. 
re Short as its utmoſt limits are, it is far from being 
"1 * allured of reaching thoſe limits. The next day, 
ge © the next hour, the next moment, may be the end af 
is, bur courle. Now of what value is ſo uncertain, ſe 
* * precarious a ſtation ? This conſideration, indeed, . 
ip | however lightly it is paſſed over in our conception, 
ty * doth, in a great meaſure, level all fortunes and 
Ye» conditions, and gives no man a right to triumph in 
he the happieſt, ſtate, or any reaſsn to repine in the 
on moſt miſerable. Would the moſt worldly men ſee 
he - this in the light in which they examine all other 
ler „ matters, they would ſoon feel and acknowledge the 
en . force of this way of reaſoning; for which of them 
4 would give any price for an eſtate, from winch they 
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TTL 
were hable to be immediately Aa or, woll! 


fering — Is the actor eh 


* enxiſt a moment?“ 


Ravi; "and I entirelF 7 


they not laugh at him as a madman, who-aceoun: 


| f ed himſelf rich from ſuch an uncertain poſſeſſon? 

This is the fountain, Sir, from which I have drawn | 
0 my philoſophy. Hence it is, that I have learneq | 
to look on all thoſe things, Which are eſteemed the 


© bleſſings of life, and thoſe which are dreaded as i 


* evils, with ſuch à degree of indifferenee, that as] 


* ſhould not be elated with poſſeſſing the former, ſo 
neither am I greatly dejected and 1 fal 


«whoſe lot it falls to play the prineipal part, thanks 
* who plays the loweſt ? and yet the drama may rut 
* twenty nights together, and by conſecuence may 
« ontlalt our lives; but, at the beſt, life is only a little 
8 longer drama; and the buſineſs of the great ſtagt 


is con ſequently a little more ſerious than that which 
© 1s performed at the Theatre Royal. But even here, 


< the-cataſtrophes and ealamities' which are repre: 
* ſented, are capable of affecting us. The wiſeſt met 
© can deceive themſelves into feeling the diſtreſfes of 


* a tragedy, though they know them to be merely } 
* 4rhaginary; and the children will often lament them 
© as realities : what wonder, then, it theſe tragical 


* ſcenes, which allow to be a little more ſerious 
© ſhould: a little more affect us? where then is dhe 
remedy, but in the philofephy I have mentioned; 
* which, when once by a long courſe ef meditation it 
© is reduced to a habit, teaches us to ſet a Juſt value 
on every thing; and cures at once al eager Willis 
© and abject fears, all violent joy and grief 'concern- 
ing objects which cannot e long. een. not 


FLY You have-e 


ei ſonricuenits'; but, — — this ante ie in 


: **theory, I fin doubt its efficacy in practice. 


the canſe of the difference between theſt ns i 


„this; that we reaſon from our Mane, . | 
3s our hearts: 5 


—— Video wake proloqus: 
Deteriora ſequos. Ty 
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Chap. 10. A MES FA 109 
« Nothing can differ more widely than wiſe-men and 
« fools, in their eſtimation of things; but as both act 


from their uppermoſt paſſion, they both often act 
1 alixe. What comfort then can your phileſophy give 
4 to an avaritious man, Who is deprived of his riches; 
e © or to an ambitious man, who is ſtript of his power: 

$ to the fond lover, who is torn from his miſtreſs ; or, 
[ to the tender huſband, who is dragged from his 
0 « wife? do you really think, that any meditations oa 
f. WT + the ſhortneſs of life will ſooth them in their afflic- 
6 tions? is not this very ſhortneſs itſelf one of their 
it « zfflictions ? and if the evil they ſuffer be a'temporary 
1 « deprivation of what they love, will they not think 
7 their fate the harder, and lament the more, that 
le * they are to loſe any part of an enjoyment, to which 
pt « there is ſo ſhort and ſo uncertain; a period? | 
h ] beg leave, Sir,” ſaid the gentleman, * to diſtin- | 
eo Wa © guiſh here. By philoſophy, I do not meag the bare 


* knowledge of right and wrong; but an ergy 2 
« habit, as Ariſtotle. calls it; and this I do firmly 
© believe, with him and with the eee is n, 
© to all the attacks of fortune.“ | 
nt He was proceeding, when the bailiff came in, and 
at in a ſurly tone bade them both. good-morrow ; after 
„which, he aſked the-philoſopher, if he was prepared 
to go to Newgate; for that he muſt carry him thither 
that afternooon.1 
The poor man ſeemed very: much ſhocked. with this 
news. I hope,” cries he, you will give a little 
longer time, if not till the Wenn of the writ. But 
* I beg you particulgely, not to carry me thither to- 
| © day; for ! expect my wife and children here in the 
* evening,” 
© I have nothin to do with wives and children,” 
cried the Bailiff; * I never defire to ſee any wives and 
* children here. 1 like no ſuch Lompanz: . 
* L intreat you, ſaid the priſoner, * give me ano- 
ther day. I fhall take it as a great obligation; and 
you will diſappoint me in the crueleſt manner in the 
C world, if you refuſe me. | 
* | can't help people's Aſappointminte; cries the 
Bailiff; I muſt conſider IN and my own family. 
| 21 know 
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I know not «where I ſhall be paid th! money thars 
* due already. I can't afford t to 4 Fran = 
oven expence,” | 

© don't mtend it * ſhall be at your expence} trie 
the philoſopher; my wife is gone to raiſe money 
this morning, and I hope to pay you all I owe you 
* at her arrival. But we intend to ſup together to- 
* night at your houſe;- and if you ſhould remove me 
© now, it would be the moſt barbarous diſappointment 
to us both, and will make me the OW miſerable 
* man alive.” | 

* © Nay, for my part, 85 „uc the Bailiff, 1 ede 
ſire to do any thing barbarous. I know how to treat 
« gentlemen with civility as well as another. And 
« when people pay as they go, and ſpend their money 
like gentlemen, I am ſure no body can accuſe me of 
any incivility ſince I have been in the office, And 
if you intend to be merry to-night, Iam not the 
man that will prevent it. Though fay it, you may 
© have as good a 1 dreſs'd EE as at my tavern 
in town.“ 

Since Mr Bondum i is ſo kind; Captain ſaid! the 
philoſopher, *< I hope for the favour of your company, 
] aſſure you, if it ever be my fortune to go abroad 
into the world, I ſhall be prod or” the Wande e 
bo your acquaintance,” | 

Indeed, Sir,” cries Booth, it is an bogour Fb 
be very ready to accept; bur us for this evening, [ 
cannot help ſaying, 1 hope to be engaged | in _ 

lace.” 
. I promiſe you, ir,” anſwered the bother : I ſhall : 
rejoice at your liberty, though Jam a loſer by it. 
Why, as to that matter,” cries Bondum with 4 
ſneer, I fancy, Captain, you may engage yourſelf to 
the gentleman without any fear of breaking your 
* word: for I am very much miſtaken, if we part 

© to-day.” 

Pardon me, my good | friend did Booth, of but 
I expect my bail every minute.“ 


* Lookee, Sir, cries Bondum, * 1 doi 80 e 


gentlemen i in an error. I ſhall not take the Ser- 


Jeant's bail; and as for the Colonel, L have I» 
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chap. 06. A M E L I A 0 
with him myſelf this morning; (for to be ſure I 
« loye to do all I can for gentlemen); and he told me, 
«© he could not poſſibly be here to-day : | beſides, why 
« ſhould I mince the matter? there is more ſtuff in the 
office.“ i as A EI ee 
What do you mean by ſtuff ?* cries Booth. 
I mean that there is another writ,” anſwered the 
bailif, * at the ſuit of Mrs Elliſon, the gentlewoman 
that was here yeſterday; and the attorney that was 
with her is concerned againit you. Some officers 
would not tell you all this; but I loves to ſhew 
civility to gentlemen, while they behave themſelves 


| as ſuch. And I loves the gentlemen of the army in 
— 

7 myſelf once; but I liked the commiſſion I have bet- 
3 ter. Cone, Captain, let not your noble courage be 


caſt down; what ſay you to a glaſs of  hite wine, 
or a tiff of punch, by way of whet?ñĩx?—.d 
© I have told you, Sir, I never drink in the morn- 

* ing,” cries Booth a little peeviſhly. EE”. 
No offence, I hope, Sir, ſaid the bailiff. I 


i 

; 

c 

£ 

c 

particular. T. had like to have been in the army 
| 4 

£ 

0 
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hope I have not treated you with any incivility. 
. I don't aſł any gentleman to call for liquor in my 
4 houſe, if he doth not chuſe it; nor I don't defire 
f any body to ſtay here longer than they have a mind 
to!—Neweate, to be ſure, is the place tor all debtors 
p that can't find bail. I know what civility is, and 
[ I ſcorn to behave myſelf unbecoming a gentleman z 
r but I'd have you conſider that the twenty-four hours 


appointed by act of parliament are almoſt out; and 
o it is time to think of removing, As to bail, I 
would not have you flatter yourſelf : for I knows 
very well there are other things coming againft you. 
Belides, the ſum you are already charged with is 
very large, and I mult ſee you in a place of ſafety. 
My houle is no priſon, though I lock up for a little 
time in it. Indeed, when gentlemen are gentlemen, 
and likely to find bail, I don't land for a day or 
two; but I have a good noſe at a bit of carrion, : 
Captain; I have not carried ſo much carrion to 
Deugate, without knowing the ſmell of it“. 
1 5 Vor, H,. K : 6 I under- 
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+. I underſtand not your cant, cries Booth; but! 1 
did not think to have offended you fo much by refy. - 
ing to drink in a morning. a 
+ Offended me, Sir! cries the Bailiff. Who td Wl 4 
£ 5 ſo ? do you think, Sir, if I want a glaſs of wine, br 
I am under any neceſſity of aſking my priſoners for Ca 
* it? damn it, Sir, I'll thew you I ſcorn your words, 3 
I can afford to treat you with a glaſs of the bet ag 
wine in England, if you comes to that. He then vio 
; Pulled out a handful of guineas, ſaying, There, * 
Sir, they are all my own ; 1 oe no body a ſhilling, 1 
IJ am no beggar, nor no debtor. I am the kings va 
officer, as well as you, and I will ſpend guinea for fro 
* guinea as long as you pleaſe? “. im 


* Harkee, raſcal, cries Booth, laying hold of the 
Bailiff's collar, * how dare you treat me with this bis 
inſolence! dcth the law give you any authority to a 
© inſult ag 5 my misfortunes ?* At which words he the 


gave the Bailiff a good ſhove, and threw him from «7 
„ ä 05 I 4 f 
Very well, Sir, cries the Bailiff, © I will ſwear 45 
both an aſſault and an attempt to a reſeue. If officers | NF 
are to be uſed in this manner, there is an end of all Ne 
law and juſtice. But though I am not a match for 0 
you myſelf, I have thoſe below that are. He then wit 
ran to the door, and called up two ill- looking fellows, « h 
his followers, whom, as ſoon as they entered the room, 4 


he ordered to ſeize on Booth, declaring he would in- . ; 
mediately carry him to Newgate; at the ſame time 7 
pouring out a vait quantity of abuſe, below the dig- b 
| | ; 1 

5 * 

j 


nity. of; hiſtory to record. a rd 
Booth defired the two dirty fellows to ſtand off, and 
declared he would make no reſiſtance, at the fame 
time bidding the Bailiff carry him where- ever he durſt. 
I'll ſhew you what I dare, ' cries the Bailiff; and 
again ordered the followers to lay hold of their priſoner, 
ſaying, He has aſſaulted me already, and endeavour- 
ed a reſcue. I ſhan't truſt ſuch a fellow to walkat 
« liberty. A gentleman, indeed 1 ay, ay, Newgate 
is the propereſt place for ſuch gentry ; as arkhant 


; —_ 


© £arTIcn as ever was carried thither.” : ach 
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The fellows then both laid violent hands on Booth, 
and the Bailiff Rept to the door to order a coach; when 


on a ſudden, the whole ſcene was: changed i in an in- 


ſtant: for now the Serjeant came running, out of 
breath, into the room; and ſeeing bis friend, the 
Captain, roughly handled by two il-lookmg ſellows, 


without aſking any queſtions, ſtept briſkly up to his 


aſſiltance, and inſtantly gave one of the affailants ſo 
violent a ſalute with his faſt, ANAL he nn . 
his length on the floor. 

Booth having by this means his right arm at e 
was unwilling to be idle, or entirely to owe his reſcue 
from both the ruffians to the Serjeant; he therefore 
imitated the example which his friend had ſet him, 
and with a luſty blow levelled the other Saen with. 


his companion on the ground. 


The Bailiff roared out, Areſcueja Nenn to 23 
the Serjeant anſwered, Fhere was no reſcus intended-—- 
The Captain,” ſaid he, wants no reſeue. Here are 


ſome friends comung who will deliver. him in a better. l 


mnaner . . 
The Bailiff 50 Nee bib wal carry him to» 


Newgate, in ſpite of all the friends in che world... 


ou carry him to Newgate ered the — | 
with the higheſt indignation. -'* Offer but to lay your 
* hands on " hinny and I will knock your teeth down 

your ugly jaws.'—Then turning to Booth, he cried, 
& * They will be all here within'a minute, Sir: we had, 

much ado to keep my lady from coming berſelf z. 
but ſhe is at home in good health, longing to ſee 

* your honour; and: I RODS you will be wth. 2 85 
within this. half R 

And now three gentlemen n Ihe i l 
were an attorney, the perſon whom the Serjeant had“ 


procured in the morning to be his bail wich Colonel 5 


James, and laſtly, Doctor Harriſon himſelf, | 
The Bailiff no ſooner ſaw the attorney; with what 
he was well acquainted (for the others he knew not) 

than he began, as the phraſe is, to pull in his horns,. 
ard ordered the two followers,” ho were TO oo 
again on. their leg to walk dawn fan. | 


AA M E L I A Bock Yity 


80, Captain,” ſays the Doctor, ww laſt we 
5 parted, I believe we neither of us n to meet 
in ſuch a place as this.” 


Indeed, Doctor," cries Booth, q I did . vec 5 
* to have been ſent hither by the gentleman who did 


me that favour.” 

How ſo, Sir?” ſaid the Door, c you was ſent hi 
ther by ſome perſon, 1 ſuppoſe, to whom you waz 
* indebted. This is the uſual. place, I apprehend, 
for creditors to ſend their debtors to, But you 


ought to be more ſurpriſed that the gentleman who 


* fent you hither is come to releaſe you. Mr Mur. 
phy, you will perform all the neceſſary ceremonials. 


'Fhe attorney then aſked the Bailiff with how many 


actions Booth was charged, and was informed there 


were five beſides the Doctor's, which was much the 


heavieſt of all. Proper bonds were preſently pro- 
vided, and the Doctor and the Serjeant's friend ſignel 


them; the Bailiff, at the inſtance of che OTA ma · 
king no objection to the bail, 
Booth, we may be aſſured, made a bandibme Perch 


to the Doctor for ſuch extraordinary frien dſhip, witk 


which, however, we do not think proper to trouble 
the reader ; and now every thing being ended, and 
the company ready to depart, the Bailiff ſtepped up to 
Booth, and told him he —_— he would remember 


civility money. 


I believe, cries Booth, you mean ieder | 


* money; if there be any fees due for rudeneſs, | 
* muſt own yon have a very juſt claim.” . 
I am ſure, Sir, eries the Bailiff, I * weated 
your honour with all the reſpe& in the world: no 
man, I am ſure, can charge me with uſing a gentle- 
man rudely. I knows what belongs to a gentleman 
better: but you can't deny that two of my men 
* have been knocked down; and I doubt not but, 


* as you are a gentleman, you will ge chem ſome- 


thing to drink.“ 


Booth was about to anſwer with ſome paſſion when | 


the attorney interfered, and whiſ pered in his ear 
that it was uſual to make a compliment to the 


and that he had better e with this cuſtoms, bi 
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Chap. o. A M E L CC 
If the fellow had treated me civilly, anfwered 
Booth, I thonld have had no objection to comply 
© with a bad cuſtom in his favour; but I am reſolved, 
I will never reward a man for uſing me ill, and 1 
© will not agree to give him a ſingle farthing.“ 
« Tis very well, Sir,” ſaid the Bailiff, I am rightly - 
© ſerved for my good -· nature; but if it had been to do» 
« again, I would have taken care you ſtwuld not have 


been bailed this day. 


1 
17 


Doctor Harriſon, to hom Bootbreferred the caule,. 


after giving him a faccin@ account of what had paſt, 


declared the Captain to be in the right. He ſaid it 
was 2 moſt horrid impoſition, that ſuch fellows were 
ever ſuffered to prey on the neceſſitous; bat that the 


example would be much worſe to reward them where 


they had behaved themſelves ill. And I think, fays- 


he, the Bailiff is worthy of great rebuke for what 
he hath juſt now ſaid; in whick I hope he hath 
© boaſted of more power than is in him. We do, in- 


* deed, with great jultice and propriety, value ours 
© ſelves on our freedom, if the liberty of the ſubject: 


depends on the pleaſure of ſuch fellows as theſe !” 
© It is not ſo neither altogether,” cries the lawyer: 


but cuſtom hath eſtabliſhed a preſent or fee to them 
at the delivery of a priſoner, which they call 'civi- 
lity money, and expect as in a manner their due, 
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though in reality they have no right.“ | — 


hath behaved himſelf as he ought? and if he had, 
is he to be rewarded for not acting in an unchriſtian 


cuſtom of feeing them out of the pockets c the poor 
and wretched when. they do not behave themſelves: 
ill, there was not both a law and a practice to pu- 
nith them ſeverely when they do. In the preſent 
caſe, I am ſo far from a greeing to give the Bailiff a 


lailling, that, if there be any method of pnnifhing-, 


© him for his rudeneſs, I fhal be heartily glad to ſee 


it put in execution: for there are none whoſe con- 


duct ſhould be ſo ſtrictly watched as that of theſe nes 


* But will any man,” cries Doctor Harriſon, after 
what the Captain hath told us, .ſay:that the Bailiff 


and inhuman manner? it is pity, that inſtead of a 


6. a . . . - ; 
ceſlary evils.in the ſociety, as their office concerns: 
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114 K ME 1 A Book VII, 
« for PI moſt part thoſe poor creatures who cannvtdo - 
« themſelves juſtice, and as they are fanny the | 
> worſt of men who undertake it. 

The bailiff then quitted the room, muttering thi 
he ſhould know better what to do another time; and 
4 Ry after Booth and his friends left the houſe; but 
as they were going out, the Author took Doctor Har- 
riſon aſide,” and ſhpt a receipt into his hand, which 
the Doctor returned, ſaying he never ſubſcribed when 
he neither knew the work nor the author; but thatif 
he would call at his lodgings, he would be very will- 
ing to give all the encouragement to merit rims was 
in his power, 4 

The Anthor took down the Doctor's s name and di- 
rection, and made him as many bows as he would 
have done had he carried off the half games, for 
which he had been fiſhing. | 

Mr Booth then took his leave of the phitoſopher, 
and ping with the reſt of his TIA "Hs 
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In which the hiftory looks backwards. =D | 27 
| EFORE ns proceed farther in our hiſtory, 
it may be proper to look back a little, in order 


to account for the late conduct of Doctor Harriſon ; 
which however inconſiſtent it may have hitherto ap- 


peared, when examined to the bottom, will be found, 


I apprehend, to be truly congruous with all the rules 
of the moſt perfect prudence, as well as with the moſt 


conſummate goodneſs, __ | + 


We have already partly ſeen in what light Booth 


| had been repreſented to the Doctor abroad. Indeed, 


the accounts which were ſent of the Captain, as wel 
by the curate as by a gentleman of the neighbourhood, 


were much groſſer and more to his diſadvantage, than 


the Doctor was pleaſed to ſet them forth in his letter 
to the perſon accuſed, What ſenſe he had of Booth's 
conduct, was, however, manifeſt by that letter, Ne- 


vertheleſs he reſolved to ſuſpend his final judgment 


till his return; and though he cenſured him, would 


not abſolutely condemn him without ocular demon- 


ſtration. 


The Doctor, on his return to his pariſh, found all 


the accuſations which had been tranſmitted to him, 
confirmed by many witneſſes, of which the curate's 
wite, who had been formerly a friend to Amelia, and 
kill preſerved the outward appearance of friendſhip, 
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was the ſtrongeſt. She introduced all with, N 


ſorry, to ſaꝝ it; and it is friendſhip which bids me 


© ſpeak; and it is for their good it ſhould be tod 
you; ' after which beginnings, ſhe never concluded 
a ſingle ſpeech without ſome horrid flander and bitter 


invective. 


Beſides the malicious turn which” was given t. 


theſe affairs in the country, which were owing a 


laid in London ſince his abſence. 


Poiſoned with all, this malice, the Doctor came to- 
town, and learning where Booth, lodged; went to 
make him a viſit. Indeed, it was the Doctor, and no 
other who had been at his lodgings that evening when 
Booth and Amelia were walking in the Park; an! 
concerning which the reader may be pleaſed to remem - 


ber ſo many ſtrange and odd conjectures. 


Hlere the Doctor ſaw the little gold watch, and al. 
thoſe fine trinkets with which the noble lord had pre · 


ſented the children; and which, from the anſwers 


given him by the poor ignorant innocent girl, he could: 
Have no doubt had been purchaſed within a few days. | 


This account tallied ſo well with the ideas he had f 
imbibed of Booth's extravagance in the country, that 
he firmly believed both the huſband and wife to be the 


vaineſt, fillieft, and moft unjuſt people alive. It was, 


indeed, almoſt incredible, that two rational being: 
flould be guilty of ſuch abſurdity; but monſlrons and 
abfurd as it was, ocular demonſtratioꝝ appeared to be 


the evidence againſt them, 


2 : 2 » 


__ © 'Fhe Docter deꝑarted from their lodgingvenraged at 
this ſuppoſed diſcovery, and unhappily for Booth, was: | 


engaged to ſupper that very evening with the country 


gentleman of whom Booth had rented a farm. As the 
poor Captain happened to be the ſubject of converſa - 


tion, and occaſioned their comparing notes, the dc. 


count which the Poctor gave of what he had feen ht 
evening, fo incenſed the gentleman to whom _ 


% 


good. deal to misfortune, and ſome little perhaps to. | 
imprudence, the whole neighbourhood rung with ſe- 
veral groſs and ſcandalous lies, which were merely the 
inventions of his enemies, and of which the ſcene was 
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| was likewiſe a debtor, that he vowed he would take a 


writ out againſt him next e- and have his 
body alive or dead. And the Doctof was at laſt per- 
ſunded to do the ſame. Mr Murphy was thereupon 
immediately ſent for, and the Doctor in his preſence 
repeated again what he had ſeen at his lodgings, as 
the foundation of his ſuing him, which the attorney, 
as we have before ſeen, had blabbed to Atkinſon, 
But no ſooner did the Doctor hear that Booth was 
arreſted, than the wretched condition of his wife and 


family began to affect his mind. The children, who 


were to be utterly undone with their father, were in- 
tirely innocent: and as for Amelia herſelf, though 
he thought he had moſt convincing proofs of very 
blameable levity; yet his former friendſhip and af- 


fection to her were buſy to invent every excuſe, till, 
by very heavily loading the huſband, they lightened 
the ſuſpicion againſt the wife. | 


In this temper of mind, he reſolved to pay Amelia'a 


| ſecond viſit, and was on his way to Mrs Elliſon, 
| when the Serjeant met him, and made himſelf known 


to him. The Doctor took his old ſervant into a coffee- 
houſe, where he received from him ſuch an account of 
Booth and his family, that he defired the Serjeant to 
ſhew him preſently to Amelia ; and this was the cor- 
dial which we mentioned at the end of the ninth chap- 
ter of the preceding book. rg a TT 

The Doctor became ſoon ſatisfied concerning the 


trinkets which had given him ſo much uneaſineſs, and 


which had brought ſo much miſchief on the head of 
poor Booth. Amelia likewiſe gave the Doctor ſome 
ſatisfaction as to what he had heard of her huſband's 
behaviour in the country; and aſſured him, upon her 
honour, that Booth could ſo well anſwer every com- 
plaint againſt his conduct, that ſhe had no doubt but 
that a man of the Doctor's juflice and candour would 
entirely acquit him, and would conſider him. as an 
innocent unfortunate man, who was the object of a 
good man's compaſſion, not of his anger or reſent- | 


ment, 


This worthy clergyman, who was not deſirous of 
finding proofs to condemn the Captain, or to juſtify 
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His own vindictive proceedings, but, on'the-comtrary © 
rejoiced heartily in every piece of evidence which 
tended to clear up the character of his friend, gave 3 
ready ear to all which Amelia ſaid. To this; indeed 
he was induced by the love he always had for tha 
lady, by the good opinion he'entertained of her: n 
well as by pity for her preſent condition, than which 
nothing appeared more miſerable ; for he found her 
in the higheſt agonies of grief and deſpair, with her | 
two little children crying over their wretched mother. 
Tpheſe are, indeed, to a well - diſpoſed mind, the mot 
tragical ſights that human, nature can furniſli, and af. 
ford a juſter motive to grief and tears in the beholder, 
than it would be to fee all the heroes Who have erer 
infeſted the earth, hanged altogether in a ſtring. 
The Doctor felt this fight as he ought... He imme 
Mately endeavoured to comfort the afflicted ; inwhich 
he ſo well ſucceeded, that he reſtored to Amelia fuk. 
ficient ſpirits to give him the ſatisfaction we have | 
mentioned: after which, he declared be would 90 
and releaſe her huſband; which he accordingly did, 
in the manner we have above relate... 
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In which the hiſtory goes forward,” | © 


| \ 7 E now return to that period of our hiſtory, 
to which we had brought it at the end of our | 
_ Booth and his friends arrived from the Baliff's, at 
the Serjeant's lodgings ; where Boeth immediately ran. 
up ſtairs to his Amelia; between whom 1 ſhall nt 

attempt to deſcribe the meeting! Nothing certainly | 
Was ever more tender or more joyful. This however 
I will obſerve, chat a very few of theſe exquiſite mo· 
ments, of which the beſt minds only are capable, do, | 
in reality, over-balance-the longeit enjoyments which 


2 


can ever fall to the lot of the worſt. 
- © Whillt Booth and his wife were feaſting their fou 


* 


with the moſt delicious mutual endearments, We | 
tor was fallen to play with the two mae 
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teach you ſo,” 


S 


low ſtairs, While he was thus engaged, the little 


voy did ſomewhat amiſs; upon which, the Doctor 


ſaid, If you do ſo any more, 1 will take your papa 


away from you again. Again, Sir,” ſaid the child, 
| «© why, was it you then that took away my papa be- 


« fore?? * Suppoſe it was, ſaid the Doctor, would 
not you forgive me? Les, cries the child, 1 
« would forgive you; becauſe a Chriſtian muſt for- 
give every body; but I ſhould hate you as long as 
Ihre TY Tres 11 
The Doctor was ſo pleaſed with the boy's anſwer, 
that he caught him in his arms, and killed him, at 
which time Booth and his wife returned. The Doc- 
tor aſked which of them was their ſon's inſtructor in 


| his religion: Booth anſwered, that he muſt confeſs 


Amelia had all the merit of that kind. I ſhoul4 
* have rather thought he had learned of his father,” 


| cries the Doctor, for he ſeems a good ſoldier-like 


Chriſtian, and profeſſes to hate his enemies with a 


very good grace.“ 


How, Billy,” cries Amelia, I am ſure l did not 
I did not ſay I would hate my enemies, Madam, 
cries the boy, * I only faid I would hate papa's ene - 
mies; ſure, mamma, there is no harm in that: 


| © nay, I am ſure there is no harm in it; for I have 


heard you ſay the ſame thing a thouſand times.“ 
The Doctor ſmiled on the child, and chucking him 

under the chin, told him, he muſt hate no body: 

and now Mrs Atkinſon, who had provided a dinner 


| for them all, deſired them to walk up, and partake 


Ot it, : I e 
And now it was that Booth was firſt made acquaint- 
ed wich the Serjeant's marriage; as well as Dr Har- 
riſon, both of whom greatly Rlicitared'bim upon it, 
Mrs Atkinſon, who was, perhaps, a little more con- 
founded than ſhe would have been had ſhe married a 


is to anſwer for it; for ſhe made the match: in - 


b, deed, Mr Atkinſon, you-are greatly obliged to the 
character which this lady gives of you.“ I hope 


de will deſerve it,“ ſaid the Doctor; and if the 
- e | © aray 


i 


Colonel, ſaid, If I have done wrong, Mrs Booth | 


that my preſence was not neceſſary. 
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army hath not corrupted a good boy, 1 belieſe! 


s may anſwer for him.” 


While our little company were enj oying that happi- | 
neſs which never fails to attend converſation, where 
all prefent are pleaſed with each other, a viſitant ar: 


rived, who was, perhaps, not very welcome toany of 
them. This was no other than Colonel James, WhO 
entering the room with much gaiety, went directly u 
to Booth, embraced him, and expreſſed great fatisfac. 
tion at finding him there ; he then made an apolo 


for not attending him in the morning, which he ſaid 
had been impoſſible; and that he had with the ut. 


moſt difficulty put off fome buſineſs of great conſe. 


- quence, in order to ſerve him this afternoon; but 


I am glad on your account,“ eried he to Booth, 


Booth himſelf was extremely fatisfied with this de. 
claration, and failed not to return him as many thanks 


as he would have deſerved, had he performed his pro 


miſe; but the two ladies were not quite ſo well fatis- 
fied. As for the Serjeant, he had ſlipped out of the 
room when the Colonel entered, not entirely out of 
that baſhfulneſs which we have remarked him to be 


tainted with; but, indeed, from what had paſt in the 


morning, he hated the fight of the Colonel, as well 


on the account of his wife as on that of his friend. 


The Doctor, on the contrary, on what he had for: 
merly heard from both Amelia and her huſband of the 
Colonels generoſity and friendſhip, had built ſo good 


an opinion of him, that he was very much pleaſed with 


ſeeing. him, and took the firſt opportunity of telling 
him ſo. Colonel, ſaid the Doctor, I have not the 


© happineſs of being known to you; but I have long 


© been deſirous of an acquaintance with a gentleman, 
in whoſe commendation I have heard ſo much from 
« ſome preſent.” The Colonel made a proper anſwer 
to this compliment, and they ſoon entered into a fa- 
miliar converſation together: for the Doctor was not 


difficult of acceſs; indeed, he held the ſtrange re- 


ſerve, which is uſually - practiſed in this nation be- 
tween people who are in any degree ſtrangers to each 
other, to be very unbecoming the Chriſtian char. 


« 


The two ladies ſoon left the room, and the re- 
mainder of the viſit, which was not yery long, paſſed 
in diſcourſe on various common ſubjects, not worth 
recording. In the. concluſion, the Colonel invited 
Booth and his Lady, and the Doctor, to dine with 
him the next dap. N . Ang 

To vive Colonel James his due commendation, he 
had ſhewn a great command of himſelf, and great 
preſence of mind on this occaſion: for, to ſpeak the 
plain truth, the viſit was intended to Amelia alone; 


nor did he expect, or, perhaps, . defire, any thing 


leſs than to find the Captain at home. The great joy 
which he ſuddenly conveyed into his countenance at 
the unexpected ſight of his friend, is to be attributed 
to that noble art which is taught in thoſe excellent 
{chools called the ſeveral courts of Europe. By this 
men are enabled to dreſs out their countenances as 
much at their own pleaſure, as they do their bodies; 
and to put on friend{aip witk as much eaſe as they 
can a laced coat. W rg: 3 
When the Colonel and Doctor were gone, Booth 
acquainted Amelia with the invitation he had recei-' 
ved. She was ſo ſtruck with the news, and betrayed 
ſuch viſible marks of confuſion and uneaſineſs, that 
they could not have eſcaped Booth's obſervation, had 
ſuſpicion given him the leaſt hint to remark ; but 
this, indeed, is the great optic glaſs helping us to 
diſcern plainly almoſt all that paſſes in the minds of 
others, without ſome uſe of which nothing is more 
purblind than human nat. 
Amelia having recovered from her firſt perturbation, 
anſwered, My dear, I will dine with you where ever 
* you pleaſe to lay your commands on me. I am 


© obliged to you, my dear ſoul, cries Booth, your 


* obedience ſhall be very eaſy; for my command will 
be, that you ſhall always follow your own inclina- 
tions.“ © My inclinations,” anſwered ſhe, © would, 1 
am afraid, be too unreaſonable a confinement to you; 
for they would always lead me to be with you and 
Jour children, with at moſt a ſingle friend or two, 
* and then.“ * © my dear,” replied he, large 

companies give us a greater reliſh for our own ſo- 
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ciety when we return to it; and we ſhall be extren 
1y merry, for Doctor Harriſon dines with us“ «1 


ſhould have been better pleaſed to have enjoyed 


given us but little interruption. However, if you 
have promiſed, I mult undergo the penance.” '« Nay, 

child, cried he, I am ſure I would have refuſes 
could 1 have gueſſed it had been the leaſt: diſagree 


jection!ꝰ cries Amelia eagerly, *T have no objeftion! 
Nay, nay,” faid he, come, be honeſt, I know your 
objection, tho? you are unwilling to own it.“ *Good 
Heavens!” cried Amelia, frighten'd, what do you 
mean? what objection?“ Why,“ anſwered he, t 


hath not behaved to you lately as you might have 
expected; but you ought to paſs all that by, for 
the ſake of her huſband, to whom we have both ſo 
many obligations; who is the worthieſt, honeſtelt, 
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1 friend to me that ever man had.“ 
Amelia, who had far other ſuſpicions, and began 
10 fear that her huſband had diſcovered them, was 


highly pleaſed when ſhe ſaw him taking a wrong 


ſcent. She gave, therefore, a little into the deceit, 


and acknowledged the truth of what he had mention - 


ed; but ſaid, that the pleaſure ſhe ſhould have in 


complying with his deſires, would highly recompenſe 


any diſſatisfaction which might arife on any other ac- 
count; and ſhortly after ended the converſation on 
this ſubject, with her ee e e to Fuliil 
| His promiſe. 

In reality, poor Amelia bad now a iſh een 
taſk to undertake; for ſhe thought it abſolutely ne. 
ceſſary to conceal from her huſband the opinion ſhe 
had conceived of the Colonel. For, as ſhe knew the 
characters, as well of her huſband as of his friend, or 
rather enemy (both being often ſynonimous in khe 
lar guage of the world) ; the * 25 utmoſt reaſon to 

. | apprehead 


hope you will, my dear, cries ſne; * but I on | 


a few days with yourſelf and the children, with no N 
other perſon but Mrs Atkinſon, for Whom I hwe 
conceived a violent affection, and who would have 


able to you; though I know your objection Ob. 


the company of Mrs James; and 1 muſt confeſs ſhe 


and moſt generous fellow in the univerſe, and the 
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uneaſineſs to Amelia; who well underſtood his mean- 
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apprehend ſomething very fatal might attend her huſ- 
band's entertaining the ſame thought of James, whiclt 
filled and tormented her own breaſt. 
And, as ſhe knew that nothing but theſe thoughts 
could juſtify the leaſt unkind, or, indeed, the leait 
reſerved behaviour to James, who had, in all ap- 
pearaace, conferred the | greateſt obligations upon 
Booth and herſelf, ſhe was reduced to a dilemma, the 
moſt dreadful that can attend a virtuous woman, as 
it often gives the higheſt triumph, and ſometimes no 
little advantage to the men of profeſſed gallagtry. 
in ſhort, to avoid giving any umbrage to her huf-. 
band, Amelia was forced to act in a manner, which 
ſhe was conſcious muſt give encouragement to the 
Colonel; a fituation which, perhaps, requires as great 
prudence and delicacy, as any in which the heraic 
part of the female character can be exerted. 


S HA.  woy 1:4 6; 
A converſation between Dr Harriſon and others. 


TP HE next day, Booth and his Lady, with the 
Doctor, met at Colonel James's, where Colonel 
Path likewiſe made one of the company. 


®Þ * 


Jothing very remarkable paſſed at dinner, or till 0 


the ladies withdrew. During this time, however, the 
behaviour of Colonel James was ſuch as gave ſome 


ing, though the particulars were tco refined and ſubtle 
to be obſerved by any other preſent. - „ 
When the ladies were gone, which was as ſoon as 


Amelia could prevail on Mrs James to depart, Colo- 


nel Bath, who had been pretty briſk with Champagne 
at dinner, ſoon began to diſplay his magnanimity. 
* My brother tells me, young gentleman,” faid he to 
Booth, © that you have been uſed very ill lately by 
* lome raſcals; and I have no doubt but you will do 

* 7ourſelf juſtice,” WE ay „ 

Booth anſwered, that he did not know what he 
meant, * Since I muſt mention it then,” cries the 
Colonel, I hear you IN been arreſted; and I think 

* 2 e a 


. 


1 


124 1 M N EL. A. | - Bookty, | 
* you know what CaticiaRion,l is to be 1 1 « quired bra | 


man of honour.” 


1 beg, Sir, ſays the Doctor ps” more may 1 | 


mentioned of that matter. I am convinced, no 2 
5 tisfaction will be required ol the. Captains 2 hes 
able to give it.” 
I do not underſtand hah you nated able? cries 
the Colonel To which the Doctor anſwered, thats 
was of too tender a nature to ſpeak more of. 
Give me your hand, Doctor, cries the Colond; 


a gown. It is, as you ſay, a matter of a tender. nz. 
ture. Nothing, indeed, is ſo tender as à man's 


* 2 * 


honour. Curſe my liver, if any man; I mean, that 


is, if any gentleman, was to. ret me—l would as 
« furely- cut his throat as 


How, Sir! ſaid the Doctor, « 3 you c com- 


* penſate one breach of the law by a much greater, 
* and pay your debts by commitwung-murder ?? 
Why do. you mention law between. gentlemen ! 2 


ſays the Colonel. A man of honour. wears his law 


« by his ſide. And can the reſentment of an affroni 
« make a gentleman. guilty of murder ? and what 


c greater affront can one man caſt upon another, than 


< by arreſting him? I am convinced, that he who, 


< would put up an arreſt, would put. nnn flap! in tha 


« face,” 


the Colonels humour with ſucceſs, began to.play with 


it; and having. firſt conveyed a private wink to the = 
" Doctor, he ſaid, there might be caſes, undoubtedly, | 


where ſuch an Aut ought. to-. be reſented; but that 


there were others, where any reſentment was imprae · 


ticable: * As for inſtance, aid Hey. F where * 
is arreſted by a woman,” 


I could not be ſuppoſed to mean that caſe} eris | 
the Colonel; © and: you are convinced. 1 did 8 


mean . 


I fee you are a man of honour, though you wear 


Hoes the Colonel looked n, | 
Divine ſtared with aſtoniſhment at this doctrine; when | 
Booth, who well knew the impoſſibility of oppoſing 


To par an end to this diſcourſe al once, ir ro i 
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| the Doctor, I was the plaintiff, at whoſe Lair this 

« gentleman was arreited,* + 
1 Was you ſo, Sir?“ cries. the 8 '4U Bed 1 
c have no more to ſay. Women and the clergy are 
« upon the ſame footing. The long · robed gory 
are exempted ſrom the laws of honour.” 

« | do not thank you for tltat exemption, Sir, cries 
the Doctor; and if honour and fighting are, as they 
« ſeem to be, ſynonymous words with yon, I believe 
© there are ſome clergymen, who, in defence of their 
c religion, or their country, or their friend, the oy 

* juſtifiable cauſes of fighting, except bare ſelf-de- 
« fence, would fight as bravely as yourſelf, Colonel; - 
and that without being paid for it -+:- 

« Sir, you are privileged,” ſays the Colonel Sh po” 
ent dignity ; and you have my leave to ſay what 
you pleaſe. I reſpe& your waer, and ou cannot 

* offend me.“ 
III will not offend you, Coban, ' cries the Peder; 
and our order is very much obliged to you, ſince you 


TY ky by ay ſo much N to us, and pay none to our 
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" WH © What maſter, Sir l' faid the Colonel. 
3 That Maſter, anſwered the Doctor, „Who hath 
he ' exprefsly forbidden all that cutting of throats, to 
1 * which you diſcover ſo much inclination.” | = 
he i O, your ſervant, Sir, ſaid the Colonel, Ida what 
. you are driving at; but you ſhall not perſuade me 
ng * to think, that religion forces me to be a coward,” 
th C1] deteſt and deſpiſe the name as much as you can, 
he cries the Doctor; but you have a wrong idea of 
diy, - | © the word, Colonel. What were all the Greeks and 
hat © Romans ? were theſe cowards? and yet, did. you 
ac · * ever hear of this EE which we call duelling, 
nan among them?? 

Z Les, indeed, have I,” cries the Sole What 
ries c elſeis all Mr Pope's Homer full of, but duels ? Did 
150 not, what's his name, one of the Ahamemnons, fight 


with that paultry raſcal Paris? and Diomede with, 
* what 0'yecall him there; and Hector with, I forget 
his name, he that was Achilles's boſom friend; and 
a . —— with Achilles himſelf? Nay, and in 


L 3 . e 


b „ 1 „ * I „ 


126 | 4 M E L114 wa! 


< Dryden's Virgil, is there any Wo almoſt X belides 
* fighting?” 3 


lou are a man of learning, Colonel, eries the 4 
Doctor, but: + 


I thank you for that Cont. Gin the Colo: 
nel No, Sir, 1 do not pretend te learning; but 


— 


< I have ſome little enn and I am net ard | 


© to own it.“ 
Fut are you ſure, Colonel, e Docter, Kat 
© you have not made a ſmall miſtake ? for I am apt to 
believe, both Mr Pope and Mr: Dryden. (the“ I can- 
not ſay I ever read a word of either of them) ſpeak 
of wars between nations, and not of private: duels : 


for of the latter, I de not remember ene ſingle in 


< ſtance in all the Greek and Roman ſtery. In ſhort, 
© it is a modern cuſtom, intreduced by barbarous na+ 
tions ſince the times of Chriſtianity; tho' it is a di- 


CF 


« 


is conſequently much more ſinfub in us; chan! it 
« would have been in the heathens. 


let us call a new cauſe: for I perceive we ſhall ne- 
ver agree on this, Feu are a churchman, 211 
don't expect you to ſpeak your mind. 


We are both of: the fame. church; I hope, crie 


the Doctor. | 
I am of the eiue of England; Sir, bart ke 


Colonel, © and. will fight for i it to the nn of wy 
« blood.” | 
II It is very generous - in you, Colonet;?. cries the 
Doctor. to fight ſo zealouſſy * religion nher 
7er are to be damned. 
It is well for you, Doctor, erĩes Ae eee «that 
© you wear 4 gown:: for, by all the dignity of 2 
man, if any other perſon "Dun ſaid the werds you 
© have jult uttered, I would Have made him eat them 
« —Ay, d—n me, and my ſword into the'bargain. ' 
Booth began to be apprehenſive, that this diſpute 
might grow too warm; in which caſe: he feared that 
the Colonel's honour, together with the Champagne, 
might hurry him ſo far, as to:forget the reſpec due, 
and which he 3 to „ to the acerdat 


-—_— 


* 


rect and audacious defiance of the Chrittian Jaw, and 


Drink about, Doctor, cries: the Caletct, t C 1c ö 


in Y 


* 
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robe. Ko ther DIY Ls between the dif- 
putants, and ſaid, That the Colonel. had very rightly 
propoſed to call a new ſubject; for that it was im- 
poſlible to reconcile accepting a. challenge with tho 
Chriſtian religion, or refuſing it with the modern 
notion of honour. * And you muſt allow it, Doctor,: 2 
{aid he, to be a very hard injunction for a. man to 


become infamous; and niore eſpecially for ee ee 


Who is to loſe his bread into the bargain.” 


Ay, Sir,” ſays the Colonel, nden air of riumphs | 


« what ſay yeu to that? 


Why, I fay,*.cries che Doctor, chat it is much 
© harder to be damned on the other fide,?. -., 

That may be,” ſaid the Colonel; but damn meg 

„if! would take an affront of any man breathing 
for all that. And yet I believe myſelf to be as good 
à Chriltian as wears a head. My maxim is,, Never to 
* give an affront, nor ever to take one; and I ſay, 
© that is the maxim of a good: Chriſtian; and n man 
* ſhall ever perſuade me to the contrary.” 


Well, Sir, ſaid. the Doctor, © ſince that i 18 your 


+ reſolution, I hope no man your ever give vou an 
* affront.” 


* I am obliged to you for your hope; Doctor, cries * 


the Colonel with # ſneer; © and he that doth, will be 
* obliged to you for lending him your gown : for, by 


the dignity of a man, nothing out of e 1 
believe, dares affront me. 


Colonel James had not hitherto joined in "the diſ- 


courſe, In truth, his thoughts had been otherwiſe: | 


employed; nor is it very difficult for the reader to 
gueſs what had been the ſubject of them. Being 
waked, however, from his reverie, and having heard 


the two or three laſt ſpeeches, he turned to his bro» - 


ther, and aſked him, why he would: introduce ſuch a 


topic of converſation betore Aa OO of Dr. Har. 
riſon's character? 


: Brother, «cried Bath, I own it was wrong, and 
L alk the Doctor's pardon ; I know not how it hap- 


; * pened to ariſe: for you know, brother,. I am not 
uſed to talk of theſe. matters. T hey are. generally 
* Paltroons char do. I think I need not be beholden 
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to my tongue to declare I am none. I have ſhewn 
© myſelf in a line of battle. I believe chere is no man 
« will deny that; I believe I may ſay, No man dares 
« deny, that I have done my duty'— 

The Colonel was thus proceeding to prove, that oy 
proweſs was neither the ſubje& of his diſcourſe; nor 
the object of his vanity, when a ſervant entered, and 
ſummoned the company to tea with the ladies; a ſum- 
mons which Colonel F e obeyed, and as 
followed by all the reſt. 
hut as the tea · table Sager though extremely 

delightful to thoſe who are engaged in it, may pro- 
bably appear ſomewhat dull to the reader, hn 
here put an end to the n 


CH A . 
A dialogue between Booth and Amelia, 


HE next morning early, Booth went 1 ap- 
pointment and Guin. 'on Colonel James ; 


. Whence he returned to Amelia, in that kind of diſpo6- 


tion-which the great maſter of human paſſions would 
deſcribe in Andromache, when ſhe tells us ſhe cried 
and ſmiled at the ſame inſtant. 
Amelia plainly perceived the diſcompoſure of his 
| ind, in which the oppoſite affections of joy and grief 
were ſtruggling for the ſuperiority, and begged to 
know the oecaſion; ae which In mou as fol- 
lors: 
My dear,” ſaid he, 1 had 1 no intention to et 
c Fig you what bath paſſed this morning between me 
© and the Colonel, who harh oppreſſed me, if I may 
© uſe that expreſſion, with obligations. Sure never 
man had ſuch a friend; for never was there ſo noble, 
5 * fo ee e heart I cannot help this ebullition of 
titude, I really cannot. Here he pauſed a mo- 
ment, and wiped his eyes, and then proceeded z* 2 
* know, my dear, how gloomy the proſpett was yer 
6 terday before our eyes, how inevitable ruin 
* mein the face; and the dreadful idea of having en: 
X A eng beggaiy on 23 5 Nn ROM: her 7 ' 
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| « racked my mind: For, though by the goodneſs of 


the Doctor I had regained my liberty, the debt yet 
p remained; and if that worthy man had a deſign of 
« forgiving me his ſhare, this muſt have been my 
© utmoſt hope; and the condition in which I malt {til} 
« have found myſelf need not to be expatiated on. 
In what light then ſhall I fee, in what words ſhall F 


relate, the Colonel's kindneſs ! O, my dear Amelia, 
« he hath removed the whole gloom at once, bath 


driven all deſpair out of my mind, and hath filled ix 
© with the moſt ſanguine, and, at the ſame time, the 

« moſt reaſonable hopes of making a comfortable pro- 
« viſion for yourſelf and my dear children. In the firſt 
« place, then, he will advance me a ſum of money to 
« pay off all my debts; and this on a bond to be re- 


paid only when I ſhall become Colonel of a regiment, 


« and not before. In the next place, he is gone this 
© very morning to aſk a company for me, which is 
© now vacant in the Weſt-Indies ; and as he intends 
© to pulh this with all his intereſt, neither he nor | 
have any doubt of his ſucceſs. Now, my dear, comes 
© the third, which, though perhaps it ought to give 
me the greateſt joy, ſuch is, I own, the weak=- 
* nels of my nature, it rends my very heart- ſtrings 
©alunder,—[ cannot mention it: for I know it will 
give you equal pain though 1 know on all proper 
* occaſions you can exert a manly reſolution. Io 
vill not, I am convinced, oppoſe it, whatever you 
© mult ſuffer in) complying -O, my dear Amelia, I 
* muſt ſuifer/ likewiſe 3 yet I have reſolved to bear 


| © 1t—You know not what my poor heart hath ſuffered 
| © ſince he made the propoſal It is love for you alone 
| © which could perſuade me to ſubmit to it---Conſider 


© our ſituation; conſider that of our children; reflect 


| © but on thoſe poor babes, whoſe future happineſs is 


; at ſtake, and it muſt arm your reſolutien. It is your 
: intereſt and theirs that reconciled me to. a propoſal; 
: which, when the Colonel firſt made it, ſtruck me with 
; the utmoſt horror: he hath, indeed, from theſe mo- 
: res, pert) uaded me into a reſolution, which I thought 
j impoſiible for any one to have perſuaded me into - 
O, my dear Amelia, let me intreat you v0 give mo 
V | OD LN e 
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up to the good of your children; as I have 
the Colonel to give you up to their intereſt 0 
own. if you refuſe theſe terms, we are ſtill dove, 
for he infiſts abſolutely upon them Think then, 
my love, however hard they may be, necellity com- 
pels us to ſubmit to them, I know in what light x 
woman, Who loves like you, muſt conſider fuch a 


women, hp, from the ſame OE oy tub- 
mitted to the ſame!” | 

© What can you 7 Mr Booth?" eries Aneia 
trembling. | 
Need I explain my meaning to you: more? an · 
ſwered Booth. —* Did ] not "Orr" 1 n e 
Amelia?! | 

Give me up! ſaid "i e 5 
For a time only, 1 mean, anfoereds hey: br 
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ſhall ſearce have more joy in receiving you back, 
than he will have in reſtoring you to my arms. in 
the mean time, he will not only be a an to gl 
ae but a huſband to you.“ . 

A huſband to me!” ſaid Amelia. 


—— — tf . 5 


5 


* Yes, my dear; a kind, a fond, a * an was: | 


4 fectionate huſband, 11 had not the moſt certain 


© aſſurances of this, doth my Amelia think 1'could | 


© be prevailed on to leave her? No, my Ameſia, 
* he is the only man on earth who could have pre- 
© yailed on me; but I know his houſe, his purſe, his 

protection, will be all at your command And as 
for any diſſike you have conceived to his wife, kt 
not that be any objection: for I am convinced he 
vill not ſuffer her to inſult you; beſides, the is ex. 
© tremely well-bred, and how much ſoever ſhe may 


hate you in her heart, the will 5 leaſt en * 


« with civility. 

Nay, the invitation is not his, ou ber 87 and! 
am convinced they will both behave to you with the 
* oreateſt friendſhip : his I am ſure will be ſincere, . 


do the wife of a friend entruſted to his cage; at 


4 wh ee s will, from good n, have not only the 


— 


propoſal; and yet how many inſtances have you of 


ſhort time perhaps. The Colonel himſelf will tale 
care it ſhall not be long for I know his heart; 
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| c appearances, but the effects, of the trueſt friend · 


«1 underſtand you, my dear, at laſt,” faid ſhe, 
(indeed ſhe had rambled into very ſtrange conceits 


from ſome parts of his diſcourſe), and I will give 


« you my reſolution in a word I will do the duty 
« of 2 wife; and that is, to attend her huſband 
« where-ever he goes. Bites 1 88. ' 
Booth attempted to reaſon with her, but all to no 
purpoſe. She gave, indeed, a quiet hearing to all hz 
{aid, and even to thoſe parts which moſt diſpleaſed 
her ears; L mean, thoſe in which he exaggerated the 
great goodneſs and diſintereſted generoſity of his 
friend: but her reſolution remained inflexible, and 
reſiſted the force of all his arguments with a ſteadineſs 
of oppoſition, which it would have been almoſt excu- 
ſable in hira to have conſtrued into ſtubbornneſs. 
The Doctor arrived in the midſt of the diſpute; 


and, having heard the merits of the cauſe: on both 
 fides, delivered his opinion in the following words: 


© I have always thought it, my dear children; 2 


matter of the utmoſt nicety, to interfere in any 
© differences between huſband and wife; but, fince 


yon both deſire me, with ſuch earneſtneſs, to give 
you my ſentiments on the preſent. conteſt between 
you, I will give you my thoughts as well as Lam 
* able, In the firſt place then, can any thing be 
more reaſonable, than for a wife to deſire to attend 


* her huſband? Ic is, as my favourite child ob- 


ſerves, no more than a deſire to do her duty; and 
* I make no doubt but that is one great reaſon ot 
her inſiſting on it. And how can you yourſelf 
oppoſe it? Can love be its own enemy? or can a 
* huſband, who is fond of his wife, content himſelf 


6 * 
almoſt on any account with a long abſence from 


© hey?” 


r:{on,” anſwered Amelia; I am ſure, if he loved 

: a tenderly as 1 do, he could on no account ſabmit 
0 it. 85 ER EO cd i 

: * Pardon me, child,” cries | the Doctor, | 

are ſome reaſons, which would not only juſtify his 


— % 


leaving 
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* You ſpeak like an angel, my dear Doctor Har- 
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© there 
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leaving you, but which muſt; force him, if he 8 
* hath any real love for you, joined with common p 
< ſenſe, to make that election. If it was neceſſary 5 
for inſtance, either to your good, or to the good 
* of your children, he would not deſerve the name Ng 
of a man, I am ſure not that of a huſband, if he 40 
heſitated a moment. Nay, in that cafe, I am NE 
convinced, you yourſelf would be an advocate for - | 
* what you now oppoſe. | fancy therefore 1 miſtook D 
* him, when I apprehended he ſaid, that the Colonel «| 
made his leaving you behind as the condition of ta 
getting him the commiſſion: for I know my dear = 
child hath too much goodneſs, and too much ſenſe, | 
and too much reſolution, to prefer any temporary 15 
indulgence of her own paſſions to the ſolid: advan · f 
* kuges of her whole family?! noe « « 
There, my dear, cries Booth, ] knew what «+ 
opinion the Doctor would be of. Nay, I am certain, « þ 
there is not a wiſe man in the kingdom who would 12 
other siſe pe Lok, Ex 
Don't abuſe me, young gentleman,” ſaid the Doc: WW « 1 
tor, with appellations I don't deſerve, . 
l I abuſe you, my dear Docor!* cries Booth. e 
Ves, my dear Sir, anſwered the Doctor; you 
© infinuated ſlily that I was wiſe, which, as the world the 
- © underſtands the phraſe, I ſhould be aſhamed of; © xp 
and my comfort is, that no one can_accule 97 * | 
« juſtly of it; I have juſt given an inſtance of the © d 
« contrary, by throwing away my advice.” s 
Il hope, Sir, cries Booth, that will not be the m 
© caſe,” | e 
Ves, Sir, anſwered the Doctor. I know it wil w. 
be the caſe in the preſent inſtance; for either you an 
© will not go at all, or my little turtle here will go DT 
with yobů .. & * ha 
ou are in the right, Doctor, cries Amelia, ( ip 
I am forry for it,” ſaid the Doctor; for then, [ * ſus 
aſſure you, you are in the wrong.. * In 
Indeed, cries Amelia, if you knew. all my © ha 
© reaſons, you would ſay they were very rang 7 
£ ones,” 2 6 000% ĩ th: 
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very probably, cries the Doctor; © the knowledge 

that they are in the wrong, is à very ſtrong reaſorr ” 

© to ſome women to continue ſo. M i 
«© Nay, Doctor, cries. Amelia, you ſhall never 

« perſuade me of that. I will not believe that any 

human being ever did an action merely becauſe they 

knew it to be wrong. e 3 

I am obliged to you, my dear child,” ſaid the 

Doctor, © for declaring your reſolution of not being 


| | « perſuaded, Your huſband would never call me a 
« wiſe man again, if, after that declaration, I ſhould 
r attempt to perſuade you... 1 
, + Well, I muſt be content,* cries Amelia, to jet 
F © you think as you pleaſe.” 15 


« That is very gracious, indeed,” ſaid the Doctor. 
| * Surely, in a country where the church ſuffers others 
at | © to think as they pleaſe, it would be very hard if they 
| * had not themſelves the ſame liberty. And yet, as 
« unreaſonable as the power of controuling men's 
© thoughts is repreſented, I will ſkew you how you 
* ſhall controul mine, whenever you defire it.. 
* How, pray !* cries Amelia. I ſhould greatly 
© eſteem that power. Ree Try 5 1 F 
© Why, whenever you act like a wiſe woman, cries © : 
the Doctor, you will force me to think you fo; and, 
* *henever you are pleaſed to act as you do now, I 
ſhall be obliged, whether I will or no, to think as T 
* do now.“ 1 vent ors are HE OR 
* Nay, dear Doctor, cries Booth, © I am convinced 
© my Amelia will never do any thing to forfeit your 
good opinion. Conſider but the cruel hardſhip of 
hat the is to undergo, and you will make allow- 
* ances for the difficulty ſhe makes in complying. 
To fay the truth, when I examine my own heart, I 
' have more obligations to ker than appear at firſt 
sight, for, by obliging me to find arguments to per- 
* ſuade her, the hath afliſted me in conquering myſelf. 
Indeed, if the had ſhewn more reſolution, I ſhould: 
have ſhewn leſs,” RIEL Hor 3 i OY 
* Io you think it neceſſary then, ſaid the Doctor 
that there ſhould be one fool at leaſt in every mar- 
ried couple. A mighty reſolution truly! and well 
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worth your valuing yourſelf upon, to part 


wife for a few months, in order ig — . 
tune of her and your children: when you are t9 


leave her too in the care and protection of a friend 
that gives credit to the old ſtories of friendſhip, and 


doth an honour to human nature. What, in the 
< name of goodneſs, do either of you think that you 


© have made an union to endure for ever? How i 


either of you bear that ſeparation which muſt ſome | 


time or other, and perhaps very foon, be the lot of 
4 one of you? Have vou forgot that you are both I 


mortal? As for Chriſtianity, J ſee you have re- 


4 ſigned all pretenſions to it: for I make no _ 
but that you have fo ſet your hearts on the 


* nefs you enjoy here together, that neither of jo 
ever think a word of hereafter.” 
Amelka now burſt into tears; pony Aich Booth 


F bent the Doctor to proceed no farther. Indeed, he 
would not have wanted the cavtion : for, however 


blunt he appeared in his diſcourſe, he had a tender- 


neſs of heart which is rarely found among men; for 
| which I know no other reaſon; than that true good: 
neſs is rarely found among them: for I am firmy 


perſuaded that the latter never poſſeſſed any human 
mind in any degree, without being” attended by s 


| lar a portion of the former. 


*hus ended the converſation on wt gaben what | 
followed i is not worth relating till the Doctor carried 


res Booth with him to take A walk i in the Park. | 
e HH A P; + v. 


1 Sh between Amelia, and 22 Hari 


_ with the reſult. 


A MELIA being left abe | began 4s; "ihe 


' feriotiſly of her condition; the ſaw it would be 


very fruit! to reſiſt the importunities of ber haſband, | 


backed by the authority of the Doctor; eſpecially 2s 
ſhe well knew how unreaſonable her declarationsmult 
appear to every one who was ignorant of her real 
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fully determined, whatever might be the conſequence, 
to adbere firmly to ber reſolution of not accepting ö 
the Colonel's invitation. RW 3 . 
When ſhe had turned the matter every way in her” 
mind, and vexed and tormented: herſelf, with much 
uneaſy reflection upon it, a thought at laſt occurred to 
| ker, which immediately brought her ſome: comfort. 
This was, to make a confidant of the Doctor, and to 
impart to him the whole truth. This method, indeed, 
| appeared to her now to be ſo adviſeable, that the wan» 
= Jcred ſhe had not hit upon it ſooner; but it is the 
nature of deſpair to blind us all to the racans of fafety,. 
however eaſy and apparent they may be. 
Having fixed her purpoſe in her mind, ſhe wrote a | 
ſhort note to the Doctor, in which ſhe acquainted him 
that ſhe had ſomething of great moment to impart to? 
| him, which muſt be an entire ſecret from her kuſband,. 
and begged that ſhe: might have an opportunity of | 
communicating it as ſoon as poſſible. 
Doctor Harriſon received the letter that afternoon. © 
| and immediately complied with Amelia's requeſt in 
viſiting her. He found her drinking tea with her 
buſband and Mrs Atkinſon, and ſat, down: and joined | 
the company. VVV 
Soon after the removal. of the tea-table,, Mrs At- | 
kinſon left the room. The Doctor then turning to- ; 
Booth, ſaid, © I hope, Captain, you have a true ſenſe: 
| * of the obedience due to the church, though our 
* clergy do not often exact it. However, it is proper 
to exerciſe our power ſometimes, in order to remind. 
the laity of their duty. I muſt tell you therefore, 
* that I have ſome private buſineſs with your wife z. 
and I expect your immediate abſence, e 
Upon my word, Doctor; anſwered Booth, no- 
* Popiſh confeſſor, I firmly believe, ever pronounced. 
his will and pleaſure with more gravity and dignity .z. 
none therefore was ever more immediately obeyed: 
* than you ſhall be.” Booth then, quitted the room, 


* * 


and deſired the Doctor to recall him when his buſineſs: 


with the lady was ever,, <it 4u J 
Doctor Harriſon promiſed he would, and then 


turning to Amelia, he ſaid, Thus far, Madam, I 
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have obeyed your commands, and am now ready to 
receive the important fecret which you mention in 
your note.“ | | „ee e e 
Amelia now informed Her friend of all ſhe knew 
all ſhe had ſeen and heard, and all that ſhe ſuſpegeg 
of the Colonel. The good man ſeemed greatly ſhocked 
at the relation, and remained in a' ſilent aſtoniſh. * 
ment. Upon which Amelia ſaid, © Is villainy & 
< rare a thing, Sir, that it ſhould fo much ſurpriſe 
vou?“ * No, child,” cries he; © but I am ſnocked at 
ſeeing it ſo artfully diſguiſed under the appearance 
of ſo much virtue. And to confeſs the truth; I be. 
lieve my own vanity 1s a little hurt in having been 
ſo groſsly impoſed upon. Indeed, I had a very high | 
regard for this man; for, beſides the great charadter 
given him by your huſband, and "the many fads 
have heard ſo much redounding to his honour, he 
hath the faireſt and moſt promiſing appearance! 
have ever yet beheld -A good face, they ſay, isa 
Tetter of recommendation. O nature, nature, why 
art thou ſo diſhoneſt, as ever ts ſend men with theſe 
falſe recommendations into the world!“! 
© Indeed, my dear Sir, I begin to grow entirely lick 
of it,“ cries Amelia: for ſure all mankind almoll 
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are villains in their hearts ET ns 
© Fie, child,” cries the Docter. Do not make a 
© conclufion ſo much to the diſhonour of the gieat 
Creator. The nature of man is far from'beingin 
w itſelf evil: it abounds with benevolence, charity, 
and pity, coveting praiſe and honour, andſhunwng 
ſhame and diſgrace. Bad education, bad habits, and 
bad cuſtoms, debauch our nature, and drive ithead- 
long as it were into vice. The governors of the 
© world, and I am afraid the prieſthood, ars an{wer- 
5 
E 
4 
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able for the badneſs of it. Inſtead of diſcouragity . 
wickedneſs to the utmoſt of their power, both are 
apt to connive at it, In the great fin of adultery 

for inſtance; hath the government provided am law 
to punifh it; or doth the prieſt take any care te 

correct it? on the contrary, is the molt notes 
practice of it any detriment to a man's fortune 0 

to his reputation in the world ? doth it exclags. nn 
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« from any preferment in the ſtate, I had almoſt ſaid. 
« in the church? is it any blotch in his-efentcheon ? 
© any bar to his honour ? is he not to be found everx 
day in the aſſemblies of women of the higheſt 
| « quality? in the cloſets of the greateſt men, and 
even at the tables of biſhops? What wonder then, 
« if the community in general treat this monſtrous 
| « crime as matter of jeſt, and that men give way to- 
© the temptations of a violent appetite, when the in- | 
© dulgence of it is protected by la aud countenanced* 
| © by cuſtom? I am convinced there are good ſtamina 
ein the nature of this very man: ſor he hath done 
acts of friendſhip and generoſity to your huſband, 
© before he could have any evil deſign on your chaſtity ;,. 
and in a: Chriſtian fociety, - which I no more eſteem 
© this nation to be, than I do any part of Turkey, Et: 
doubt not but this very Colonel would have made a 
| © worthy and valuable member00 / | 
Indeed, my dear Sir,” cries Amel, yu are the 
wiſeſt eas well as beſt man in the world 
© Not a word of my wiſdom,” cries the Doctor 
„ have not a grain I am not the leaſt verſed in the 
Chrematiſtic * art, as an old friend of mine calls it. 
l know not how to get a ſhilling, nor how to keep 
it in my pocket, i bad . 8 
* But you underſtand human nature tothe bottom, 
anſwered Amelia; and your mind is che treaſury of 
all ancient and modern Warning... 
© You are a hitle flatterer, cries the Doctor; but 
*1 diſlike you not for it. And to ſhow you I dont, 
' I will return your flattery; and tell yon, you have 
acted with great prudence in concealing. this affair 
from your huſband; but you have drawn me into 
' ilcrape::for I have promiſed: to dine wich this fel. 
low again to-morrow ; and you have made it im- 
Y poſſible for me to keep my word.“ | F 
. Nay but, dear Sir, cries Amelia, © for” Heaven's 
fake, take care: If you-ſhew any kind of diſreſpect to 
3 the Colonel, my huſband may be led into ſome ſuſ⸗ 
Preion—eſpecially after our conference. 
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Fear nothing, Child, 1 will give Aim no hint; 
« and that 1 may be certain of not doing it, 1 wil 
1 away. You do not think, I hope, that I wil 
join in a chearful converſation with ſuch a man; 
. that I will fo far betray my character as to give an 


* countenance to ſuch flagitious proceedings. Beſide! 


my promiſe was only conditional; and I do not 


know whether I could otherwiſe have kept it; fer 


expect an old friend every day, who comes to town 


| : twenty miles on foot to ſee me; whom I ſhall not 


part with on any account: for, as he is ve Poor, 
he may imagine J treat him with diſreſpect. 


Well, Sir, cries Amelia, I muſt admire your and | 


© love you for your goodneſs,” 4 7 


Muſt you love me? cries the Becker © 1 could 4 


cure you now in a minute, if I pleaſed.” 


Indeed, I defy you, Sir, ſaid Amelia. 


© If I could but perſuade you, anſwered he, that 


I thought you not handſome, away would vaniſh all 
ideas of goodneſs in an inſtant. Confeſs _— 
« would they not? 

25 Perhaps might blame the goodneſs. of. your 
eyes, replied Amelia; and that is perhaps an ho- 


_* neſter confeſſion than you expected. But do, pray, 


* Sir, be ſerious; and give me your advice what to 


do. Conſider the difficult game I have to play: for 
I am ſure, after what I have told you, you 'wobld 
not even ſuffer me to remain under the roof of thi 


Colonel.“ 


No, indeed, would 1 3 5 ſaid the Dogo, c v 
I bave a houſe of my own to entertain you.” 
© But how to diſſuade my huſband,” bee ſhe, 


+ without giving him any ſuſpicion of the regl cauſe, 


the conſequences of his ann at which, Lerembic 


to think upon.“ 

Iwill conſult my pillow upon ir, ſaid tbe Dodor, 
and in the morning you ſhall ſee me again, In the 
5 mean time be .comforted, and e the 2 
+ bations of your mind.?“ 

Well, Sir,” ſaid ſhe, © I put my. whole a nb 
3 NT guy ; 48 
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Chap. 6. A M.E IL. I A. „ 
I am ſorry to hear it,” cries the Doctor. Your | 
« innocence may give you a very confident truſt in 
a much more powerful afliftance. However, 4 will 
40 all I can to ſerve you; and now, if you pleaſe, 
we will call back your huſband: for, upon my word, 
he hath ſhewn a good catholic patience. And where 
is the honeſt Serjeant and his. wife? I am pleaſed 
« with the behaviour of you both to that worthy fel- 
low, in oppoſition to the cuſtom” of the world; 
« which, inſtead of being formed on the precepts of 
our religion to conſider each other as brethren, 
« teaches-us to regard thoſe who are a degree below 
« vs, either in rank or fortune, as a ſpecies of beings 
of an inferior order in the creation.” i hed dt 
The Captain now returned into the room, as did 
the Serjeant and Mrs Atkinſon ; and the two couple, 
with the Doctor, ſpent the evening together in great 
mirth and feſtivity; for the Doctor was one of the beſt 


companions in the world; and a vein of chearfulneſs,. . - 


good-humour and pleafantry, ran through his con- 
verſation, with which it was impoſſible to reſiſt being 
pleaſed. | ee 5+ 2% BRI oe RNC 2> PILE 
Containing as ſurpriſing an accident as is perhaps re- 
| corded in hiſtory. © „ 


OOTH had acquainted the Serjeant with the 
great goodneſs of Colonel James, and with the 
chearful proſpects which he entertained from it. This 
Atkinſon, behind the curtain, communicated to his 
vife. The concluſions which ſhe drew from it, need 
ſcarce be hinted to the reader. She made, indeed, 
no ſcruple of plainly and bluntly telling her huſband 
| that the Colonel had a moſt manifeſt intention to at- 
tack the chaſtity of Amelia arms Bok» 
This thought gave the poor Serjeant great uneaſi- 
neſs, and after having kept him long awake, tormented 
him in his ſleep with a moſt horrid dream, in which 
he magined that he ſaw the Colonel ſtanding by tile 
bed-ſide of Amelia, with a naked ſword in his hand, 
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ſently fell into a fit. 


and horrible em che de reien 
„ Vo x 1 4 1 +4, „ S's | 


4 1 4 M R 1 1 Nan 
and threatening to ſtab her inſtantly, unleſs ſhe com. 
plied with his defires. Upon this, the Serjeant ſtarted 
up in his bed, and catching his wife by⸗the throat, 
cried out, D—n you, put up your ſword this inſtant, 


and leave the room, or. by aunen Til dave mine 
6 to your heart's: blood.” 


This rou gh treatment F v Mrs 4 


kinſon from her ſſeep, who no ſooner perceived the - | 


ones of her huſband; and felt his hand graſping 
r throat, than the gave a. violent thriek, and e 


Atkinſon, now waked Shaikh, and 1 . 
ſenſible of the violent agitations of his wife, He im- 
mediately leaped out of bed, and running for a bottle 
af water, began to ſprinkle. her very plentifully; but 
all to no purpoſe, the neither ſpoke nor gave any 


ſymptoms of recovery. Atkinſon then began to ro 
aloud; upon which Booth, who lay under him, 


jamped from his bed, and ran up with tlie lighted- 
candle im hie hand. The Serjeant had no ſooner taken 
the candle, tban he ran wich it to the bed - ſide. Here 
ke beheld a fight which almoſt deprived him of his 


- ſenſes. . The bed appeared to be all over blood, and: | 


his--wife weltering in the midſt of it. Upon this the 
Serjeant, almoſt in a frenzy, eried out, O Heavens! 
have killed my wife]! L.have ſtabbed. her! I have. 
© ſtabbed. her !!'—< What can be the meaning of all: 
© this? ſaid Booth. O, Sir, eries the Serjeanty 1 

« dreamed I was reſcuing your lady: from the hands of 


Lolonel James, and I have killed my poor wife.— 


Jere he threw himſelf upon the bed by her, can he 


her in his arms, and behaved. like: one e frantic with: 


deſpair. SHOTS eh ain! 
By this· time; 3 had e pil * wr; 


gown, and was come up into the room, where the gerr 
jeant and his wife were lying on the bed, and, 5 | 


ſtanding like a motionleſs ſtatue by the bech de. 
e had ſome difficulty to conquer the effet of | 


ber own ſurpriſe on this occaſion; for a more AI 
elented, coul e 
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Amelia ſent Booth to call up the maid of the houſe, 


in order to lend her aſſiſtance; but, before his return, 
Mrs Atkinſon began to come to herſelf; and ſoon 
after, to the inexpreſſible joy of the Serjeant, it was 


| diſcovered ſhe had no wound. Indeed, the delicate noſe 


of Amelia ſoon made that diſcovery, which the groffer 
ſme!l of the Serjeant, and perhaps his fright, had pre- 
vented him from making: for now it appeared that the 
red liquor with which the bed was ſtained, though it 
may, perhaps, ſometimes run through the veins of a fine 
lady, was not what is properly called blood; but 
was, indeed, no other than cherry brandy, a bottle 
of which Mrs Atkinſon always kept in her room to 
be ready for immediate uſe, and to which ſhe uſed 
to apply for comfort in all her aflicions. This the 
poor Serjeant, in his extreme hurry, had miſtaken for 
a bottle of water. Matters were now ſoon accommo- 
dated; and no other miſchief appeared to be done, 
unleſs to the bed-cloaths.. Amelia and Booth returned 
back to their room; and Mrs Atkinſon. roſe from 


her bed, in order to equip it with à pair of clean 


ſheets, VVV 
Ane thus the adventure would have ended with 
out producing any kind of conſequence, had not the 
words, which the Serjeant uttered in his frenzy, made 
ſome ſlight impreſſion on Booth: ſo much, at leaſt, 
as to awaken his curioſity; ſo that in the morning 
when he aroſe, he ſent for the Serjeant, and deſired 
to hear the particulars of his dream, ſince Amelia 
was concerned in it. : LE EPI, 
The Serjeant, at firſt, ſeemed unwilling to comply, 
and endeavoured to make excuſes. This, perhaps, 


encreaſed Boorh's curioſity, and he ſaid, Nay, Iam 


* reſolved to hear it. Why, you ſimpleton, do you 


© imagine me weak enough to be affected by a dream, 
© however terrible it way be?“ FFF 


= Nay, Sir,” cries the Serjeant, as for that matter, 
dreams have ſometimes fallen out to be true, —— 


One of my own, 4 know, did ſo, concerning your | 


; honour ; for when you courted my young lady, 1 
7 dreamed you was. married to her; and yet it was 

at a dime when neither I myſelf, nor any of the 
| | country. 
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country, thought you would ever obtain” ber. 


* But, Heaven forbid this dream ſhould ever come 
JJ 7 B 
74% Why, what was this dream 127 + cries. Booth, Do 1 
inſiſt on knowing.” 8 5 „ 


To be ſare, Sir,” cries the Serjeant, 


{1919 


_ © refuſe you; but, I hope, you will never think any | 


more of it. Why then, Sir, I dreamed that you 
© honour was gone to the Weſt-Indies, and had leſt 
4 my lady in the care of Colonel James ; and la 
© night, I dreamed the Colonel came to my-lady's bed. 


*% ſide, offering to raviſh her; and with a drawn ſword | 


in his hand, threatened to ſtab her that moment, 
« unleſs the would comply with his defires. How [ 


upon him, caught him by the throat, and ſwore l 


would put him to death, unleſs he inſtantly left the | 


* room.—Here I waked,. and this was my dream, 


© T never paid any regard to a dream in my life-e - 


« but, indeed, I never dreamed any thing ſo very plan 


© as this. It appeared downright reality. I am ſure, 
« I have left the marks of my fingers in my wi 
throat. 1 would not have taken a hundred pound | 


to have uſed her ſo.. 


Falch, cries Booth, * it was an odd dream 
not ſo eaſy to bę accounted for, as that you had 


-Y formerly-of my marriage . for, as Shakeſpeare ſays, 


Dreams denote a: foregone cenclaſion. Now it is un- 


poſſible you ſhould ever have thought of an inch 


matter as this. 


- 


However, Sir, cries the. Serjeant, it is in your | 


* honour's:-pawer to prevent any poſſibility of this 


< fream's coming to paſs, by not leaving my lady,to- | 
che care of the Colonel: if you mult ge rem hen 
certainly there are other places where ſhe may be 
with great ſafety; and ſince my wife tells me-that | 


my lady is ſo very unwilling, whatever reaſons the 
may have, I hope your honour will oblige er. 


+ © Now I recolle& it, cries Booth, Mrs Atkinſon: * 


© hath once or twice dropped ſome diſreſpecin gen 
© of the Colonel. He hath done ſomething to diſpbig 
ber.“ #535 482 * 1 _ 1 14 C7 SIR 1 3 : 
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| « hath ſaid that of her which the: dotl: not deſerve, 


« and for which, if he had not been my ſuperior of · 


| « ficer, I would have cut both his ears off. Nay, for 


that matter, he can ſpeak ill of Ee Peuple * 5 


her. 


Do you hows Atkinſon,” cries. Beothy very 


gravely, that you are talkiriget the deareſt friend 
6 have? | 
; ' To be honeſt chews anſwered the Serjeant; 1 

do not think fo. If 1 did, I thould love r much 


| © better than I do.“ 


I muſt and will have this explained,” cries Booth: | 
©] have too good an opinion of you, Atkinſon, to 
think you would drop ſuch things as yOu: move; 
« without ſome reaſon—+eand J will know it. 

I am ſorry I have dropt a word, cries Atkinſon, | 
] am ſure I did not intend it; and pour honour hath 
drawn it from me unawares . 5 

© Indeed, Atkinſon,' cries Booth, you . 
me very uneaſy, and I muſt be ſatisfied. 

Then, Sir, ſaid the Serjeant, you ſhall give me 

« four word of honour; or I wilÞbe cut into ten 
* thouſand pieces before L will mention . ſyl- 


* lable.? 


© What ſhall I promiſe ?* faid Booth: N | 
That you will not reſent any thing I ſhall lay 3 
* the Colonel, anſwered Atkinſon.1 | 
8 f _ Well, I give you my honour,” ſaid 
»00t | 
The gerjeant made him bind himſelf over and over 
again; and then related to him the ſcene which fer- 
merly paſt between the Colonel and himſelf, as far as 


concerned Booth himſelf; but concealed all chat more 


immediately related to Amelia. 9196 2 
* Atkinſon,” cries Booth, © I cannot e with 
you; for I know you love me, and I have man 
Hobligations to you; but you have done wrong in 


' cenſuring the Colonel for What he faid of me. Ide- 


© ſerve all that he ſaid; and his 1 ures proceeded 
from his wing , 


i + But 


' © But it was not fo kind, a fa n we | 
© fay ſach things to me who a am but en andat 
* fuch a time too.“ 

I will hear no more,” cries Ben „Be afſared, 

© you are the only man I would forgive. on this vets | 
ion; and I forgive you only on condition you never 
£ ſpeak a word more of this nature,——This al dream 
* hath intoxicated you. : 

I have done, Sir,” cries the eee # 1 knowhy 
© diſtance, and whom I am to obey; but I have one 
* favour to beg of your hondur, never to mention + | 
word of what I have faid tomy lady; for I know | 
* the never would forgive me; I know ſhe never 
* would, by what my wife hath told me. Beſides, 
© you wood not mention it, Sir, to my lady; for the 
© knows it already, and a great deal more. 

Booth preſently parted from the Serjeant, haying 
defired him to cloſe his lips on this occaſion, and 
repaired to his wife, to ben he related the _ 

areal; wt 7.4 5 

Amelia WIRE as nie as Fre . fell 1 ſo 
violent a trembling, that Booth plainly perceived her 
emotion, and immediately partook of it himſelf.— 

* Sure; my dear, ſaid he, ſtaring wildly, there is 

© more in this than I know. A filly dream could not 

© ſo diſcompoſe you. I beg you, 1 en Few to el 

* me—hath ever Colonel James'— + 

At the very mention of the Colonel s name 3 5 | 
fell on her Knees, and begged her huſband 0 co 
frighten her. | 

What do ſay, my dear love,” cried Booth, that 

© can frighten you ?? | 

y © Nothing, my dear, faid ſhin. But my ſpit 
are ſo diſcompoſed with the dreadful ſcene T law laſt 
night, that a dream, which at another time | 
ſhould have laughed at, hath ſhocked me... Do but 
. promiſe me that you wal not le me behind you 
and Lam eaſy.” 
* You may be ſo,” cries Boothz © 6er k will are 

2 deny you any thing.—But. make me eaſy too 

© muſt know if you have ſeen any * _ 


© James to diſpleaſe you | 
J ; P F *%%, | 5 « wr | 


| © real, ſuch ineſtimable worth?“ 


Chap. „ AMEL VA. 0 


Why ſhould you fuſpect it ?* cries Amelia. 
vou torment me to death,“ cries. Booth. | By 
Heavens! I will know the truth. Hath he ever ſaid 
« or done any thing which you diflike?? ? 
How, my dear, ſaid Amelia, can you imagine 


BP ſhould diſlike a man who is ſo much your friend? 
| « Think of all the obligations you have to him, and 
then you may eaſily reſolve yourſelf, Do you think, 


becauſe 1 refuſe to ſtay behind you in this houſe, 


that J have any objection to him? No, my dear, 
had he done a thouſand times more than he hath, 


« was he an angel inſtead of a man, I would not quit 
« my Billy.— There's the fore, my dear; there's the 
miſery, to be left by ou. 05 
Booth embraced her with the moſt paſſionate rap- 
tures, and looking on her with inexpreſſible tender- 


nels, cried Upon my ſoul, 1 Am mot worthy of 


you am a fool, and yet you cannot blame me- 
If the ſtupid miſer hoards, with ſuch care, his 


vorthleſs treaſure; if he watches it with ſuch anxiety 


H if every apprehenſion of another's ſharing the leaſt 
* part, fills his foul with ſuch agonies; O Amelia! 

* what muſt be my condition, what terrors muſt I 
© feel, while I amy watching over a jewel of ſuch 


can, with great truth, return the compliment, 5 
cries Amelia. I have my treaſure. too; and am 
* ſo much a miſer, that no force ſhall ever tear me 


from it.? 


„Jam aſhamed of my folly, cries Booth; and 
* yet it is all from extreme tenderneſs. Nay, you 
* yourſelf are the occaſion, —Why will you ever at 
* tempt to keep a ſecret from me! do you think I 
* ſhould have reſented to my friend, his juit cenſure 
of my conduct? ee, EL 

What cenſure, my dear love?“ cries Amelia. 

* Nay, the Serjeant hath told me all,” cries Booth 
* —Nay, and that he hath told it to you - Poor ſoul! 


. thou couldſt not endure to hear me accuſed, though 
never ſo juſtly, and by ſo good a friend. Indeed, 


{ my dear, I have diſcovered the cauſe of that reſent- 
ment to the Colonel, which you could not hide from 
IV th, RR me. 
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me. -I love you, I adore you for it. Indeed 
j 9 


could not forgive a ſlighting word on you.--Bur 


© why do I compare things ſo unlike? What the Colo. 


nel ſaid of me was juſt and true; every refledion on 
_ © my Amelia muſt be falſe and villainous? 
The diſcernment of Amelia was extremely quick Tz 


and ſhe-now perceived what had happened, and how 


much her huſband knew of the truth. She reſolved 


therefore to humour him, and fell ſeverely on Colo- 
nel James for what he had ſaid ta the Serjeant, which 


Booth endeavoured all he could to foften; and thus 
ended this affair, which had brought Booth to the very 


brink of a diſcovery, which muſt have given him the 


higheſt torment, if it had not produced any of thoſe 


tragical effects which Amelia apprehended. * 69 
0 N 


* 


* learning called The Knowledge of the Tun. 


In which the author appears to be 74 Her of that profound 


X IRS James now came to pay a morning's viſt 


to Amelia, She entered the room with ler 


Frag, gaiety, and after a flight preface, addreſſing 


| Herſelf to Booth, ſaid, ſhe had been quarrelling with 


her huſband on his account. I know not, faid the, 


© whathe means by thinking of ſending you the Lord 


© knows whither. I have inſiſted on his aſking fome- 


= thing for you nearer home; and it would: be the 


_ hardeſt thing in the world, if he ſhould not obtain 


© it. Are we reſolred never to encourage merit; but 
to throw away all our preferments on thoſe who do. 


not deferve- them? what a ſet of contemptible 
- wretches do we ſee ſtrutting about the town in fear- 


„„ | 


Booth made a very low bow, and modeſtly ſpoke in 


diſparagement of himſelf, To which ſhe anſwered, 


Indeed, Mr Booth, you have merit. I have 


_ © heard it from my brother, who is à judge of thok 


matters, and I am ſure cannot be ſaſpected'of tl 


: . 7 
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vill never let Mr James reſt till he hath got you a 
« commiſſion in England.*:; |, ol £5 en byte. 5 
Booth bowed again, and was offering to ſpeak, but | 
ſhe interrupted him, ſaying, I will have no thanks, 
© nor no fine ſpeeches. If I-can do you any ſervice, 1 
« ſhall think I am only paying the debt of friendſhip 
to my dear Mrs BG jk 8 
Amelia, who had long ſince forgot · the diſlike ſhe 
had taken to Mrs James at her firſt ſeeing her in town, 
had attributed it to the right cauſe, and had begun to 
reſume her former friendihip for her, expreſſed very 
warm ſentiments of gratitude on this oocaſion. She 
told Mrs James, ſhe ſhould be eternally obliged te 
her if ſhe could ſucceed in her kind endeavours; for 
that the thoughts of parting again with her huſband = 
had given her the utmoſt concern. Indeed, added 
ſhe, © I cannot help ſaying, he hath ſome merit in 
the ſervice: for he hath received two dreadful 
« wounds in it, one of which very greatly endangered 
his life; and I am convinced, if his pretenſions were 
backed with any intereſt, he would not fail of ſuc- 
| *-cels,” 1 e 
| * They ſhall be backed with intereſt, cries Mrs 
James, if my huſband hath any. He hath no fa- 
* vour to alk for | himſelf, nor for any other friend 
that I know of; and indeed, to grant a man his juſt 
due, ought hardly to be thought a favour. Reſume - 
your old gaiety, therefore, my dear Emily. Lond! 
I Iremember the time when you was much the gayer 
creature of the two. But you make an arrant mope 
* of yourſelf, by confining yourſelf. at home. One 
never meets yon any where. Come, you ſhall go 
* vith me to the Lady Betty Caſtteton's.” .. 
| * Indeed, you muſt excuſe me, my dear, anſwered 
Amelia, I do not know Lady Br,; 
Not know Lady Betty ! how is that peſſible?— 
But no matter, I will introduce you-——She: keeps a 
| - Morning rout; hardly a rout, indeed; a little bit 
of a drum—onty four or frve tables Come, take | 
„Jour capuchine 3 you poſitively "ſhall go—Booth, 
„ Jen thall go with us too. Though you are with your 
vife, another woman will keep ycu in countenance. - 
N 2 ” © JT. 
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children build houſes with them. 
ſo dextrous, that he will ſometimes: build P the 


A M E I A 


La! child,” cries Amelia, how vou "rattle 
I am in ſpirits; anſwered Mrs James, « thi 
morning: for I won four rubbers together laſt night; 
and betted the things, and won almoſt every bet. 1 


am in luck, and we will contrive to be e 


Come 
5 Nay, child, you mal not refuſe Mrs: 


I have ſcarce ſcen my children de anſrere 
«< Beſides, I mertally deteſt cards. 
+ Deteſt cards!* cries Mrs James. How can you 
be ſo ſtupid? I would not live a day without them 


| Nay, indeed, I do not believe I ſhould be able to 
.* exiſt. Is there ſo delightful a-ſight in the world, as 
the four honours in one's own hand, unleſs it be 
three natural aces at n e Cs e hate | 


cards! 

Upon e cries Amelia, 1 have fore: 
times had great pleaſure in them—in ſeeing m 
My little l 


whole pack.” 


Indeed, Booth, ” cries Mrs James, 7 this oh cod 


R 


woman of yours is ſtrangely altered ſince I know her 


firſt; but ſhe will always be a- good creature. 


15 Upon my word, my dear, cries Amelia, "> 


are altered too very greatly ; - but I doubt not te live 


to ſee you alter again, when Jun come to Have as 


many children as have. 
.* Children!” cries Mrs James, you 3 me ſhud: 


der. How can you envy me the only me 


< which makes matrimony. comfortable? 


& 


Indeed, my dear, ſaid Amelia, you injure me: 
for I envy no woman's happineſs in marriage. At 


| theſe words, ſuch looks paſſed between Boothꝭ and his 
wife, as, to a ſenſible Ft . ftander, would have made 
all the airs of Mrs. James appear in che higheſt de- 


ſelf the object of compaſſion. 


ree contemptible, and would have rendered her- 
Nor could that lady 


ay vid looking a little filly on the occaſion. 


Amelia now, at the earneſt deſire of her huſband: 


acco Ann herſ elf to abend 5 friend; bot firſt ſbe in 


uled 


Bock x, 


rr tua 
fiſted on viſiting her children, to whom ſhe gave ſeve- 
ral hearty kifes, and then recommending them to the 
care of Mrs Atkinſon, the and her huſband aceornpa- 
nied Mrs James to the rout; where few of my fine 
readers will be diſpleaſed to make part of the company. 
The two ladies and Booth then entered an apart- 
ment beſet with card-tabtes, like the rooms at Batn 
and Tunbridge. Mrs James immediately introduced 
her friends to Lady Betty; Who recerved them very 
civilly, and preſently engaged Booth: and Mrs James 
in a party at whiſk: for, as to Amelia, the fo much 
declined playing, that, as the party could be filled 
| withont her, ſhe was permitted to fit bñ ß. 
And now, vb ſhould make his appearance but the 
noble peer, of whom ſo much honouruble mention 
hath already been made in this hiſtory. He walked 
directly up to Amelia, and addreſſed her with as per- 
| fe a confidence, as if he had not been in the leaſt” 
eonſcious of having in any manner diſpleaſed her; 
though the reader will kardly ſuppoſe that Mrs Elli 
fon had kept any thing a ſecret from him. 
Amelia was not, however, ſo forgetful. - She made 
him a very diſtant curteſy, would ſcarce vouchſafe an 
anſwer to any thing he ſaid ;z and took the firſt oppor- 
tunity of ſhifting her chair, and retiring from him. 
Her behaviour, indeed, was ſuch, that the peer 
plam!y perceived, that he ſhould get no advantage by 
purſuing her any farther at preſent. Inſtead, theres - 
fore, of attempting to follow her, he turned on his 
heel, and addreſſed his diſcourſe- to another lady; 
though he could not avoid often caſting lns eyes to- 
Wards Amelia as long as ſhe remained in the room. 
| Fortune, which ſeems to have been generally no 
great friend to Mr Booth, gave him no extraordinary 
marks of her favour at play. He loſt two full rub- 
ders, which coſt him five guineas; after which, Ame- - 
la, who was uneaſy at his Lordſhip's preſence, begs 
ged him in a whiſper to return home; with which 
requeſt he direQly coοσꝗ p,. 
Nothing, I think, remarkable happened to Booth, 
unleſs. the renewal of his acquaintance with an officer 


* - 
R 
E ” 
, 5 
% 


7 ne oy 
* * , * 
N 5 


30 * M E T Mo: 


whom he had known abroad, and whe 


Ihe name of this gentleman, with: whom the-read, 
er will hereafter be better acquainted,» was Trent. 


* 


* 
- 


He had formerly been in the fame regiment! with | 


Booth, and there was ſome intimacy between them. 
Captain Trent expreſſed great delight in meeting hi 
brother officer, and both mutually promiſed to viſit 
each herr a a. 
The ſcenes which had paſt the preceding night and 
that morning had ſo confuſed Amelia's thoughts, that, 
in the hurry in which ſhe was carried off by Mrs 
James, ſhe had entirely forgot her appointment with 
Dr Harriſon. When ſhe was informed at her return 
Nome, that the Doctor had been to wait upon her, and 


Had expreſſed ſome anger at her being gone out, {he 


2came greatly uneaſy, and begged of her huſband to 
go to the Doctor's lodgings, and make her apology,. 


But leit the reader ſhould be as angry wick the 


Doctor, as he had declared himſelf with Amelia, we 
think proper to explain: the matter. Nothing they 


as farther from the Doctor's mind than the concep- 


tion of any anger towards Amelia. On the contrary; 
when the girl anſwered him, that her miſtreſs was not 
at home, the Doctor ſaid with great good humour; 
© giddy vagabond, and I will come to ſee her no ore 
„ till the ſends for me. —- This the poor girl, from 


miſunderftanding one word, and half forgetting: the 


reſt, had conſtrued into great paſſion and ſeveral yery 


bad words, and a declaration chat he would never ke [ 
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In which two ffrangerr make their appenranee- | 


Amelia any more. 


* 


OO TH went to the Doctor's lodgings)! and | 


found him engaged with his country friend and 
his ſon, a young gentleman who was lately in drders 
both whom the Doctor had left, to keep his'appomt- 
ment with Amelia. W 
After what we mentioned at the end of ˖ 


* 
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How not at home! then tell your miltreſs theis a 
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chapter, we need take little notice of the apology E 
made by Booth, or the Doctor's reception of it, which 
was in his peculiar manner. Lour wife, ſaid wes 5 
s a vam huſſy to think herſelf worth my anger; but 
tell her, I have the vamity myſelf to think I cannot 

+ be angry without a better caule..' And yet bell her, 
I intend to punifty her for her levity: for if yoa - \ 

go abroad, 1 have determined te take. her down 1 
with me into the country, and make: Her do po 1 
* nance there till your return.“ x 

Dear Sir, ſaid Booth, I know not t how tothank 
+ you, if you are in earneſt. WT a _ 
I aſſure you then I am in earndfly cries She Door; 
but you need not thank me, amen Wn you 
+ know not how.“ 
But would not that, Sir, ich Booth; 6 hn A 
6. ing a flight to the: Colonel's invitation? and yon 
know I have ſo: many obligations to him! 
Don't tell me of the Colonel,? : cries. the Doctor, | 
the church is to be firſt ſerved.. Befides;/Sir,.l have 
priority of right; even to you yourſelf, Tou ſtole 
* my little lamb from me: for 1, was her firſt love.. 

Well, Sir, cries Booth; if 1 ſhould be ſo um 
* happy to leave her to any one, ſhe muſt herſelf de- 
termine; and, I believe, it will not be difficult to 

* gueſs where her choice will fall; for of all men, next 
to her huſband, I believe, none can me . 
Dr Harriſon in her favou nn. ; 

Since you fay 16,” cries the Doctor; 4 Fs ir 
* hither to dinner with us: for I am at leaſt ſo good 
* a Chriſtian to love thoſe that love me—T will hew 

you my daughter, my eld friend; for 4 am really _ 

proud of her and you may _ my Bear tes 4 

with you, if you pleaſe,* +» N 5 
HhHooth made {ome compliments; and then went on 

his errand. As ſoon as he was gone, the old gentle. 

man ſaid to the Doctor, Pray, my good friend; what 
; daughter f is this of yours? 1 never 0 muane heard 
* that you was married.” 5 : 
* And what then?” cries the Doctor, c did. you She : 
e hear that a pope was married? and yet fore 82 them . 
„ have 
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« Have had'ſons and daughters, I 8 but, bow- 
erer, this young Ben e ablolve me ichen 
- © obliging me to penance.” |. 
II have not yet that power, ed thes young 
clergyman: for I am only in deacon's orders.” * 
Are you not?“ cries the Doctor: © why then, 1 


good friend, that this young lady was the daughter 


of a neighbour. of mine, who is ſince dead and 


to anſwer for on ber child's account. Her father 
was my intimate acquaintance and friend; a wor- 


fuddenly when his children were infants; and, per- 
haps, to the ſuddenneſs of his death ir was owing, 
that he did not recommend any care of them to me. 
However, I, in ſome meaſure, took that charge 
upon me; and particularly of her whom I call m 

| daughter. Indeed, as ihe grew up, the diſcovered 
*:ſo many good qualities, that ſhe wanted not the te- 
* membrance of her father's merit to recommend her, 
Ido her no more than juſtice, when I fay, ſhe is one 


— SS» 


of the beſt creatures I ever knew. She hath a ſweet⸗ 


* neſs of temper, a generoſity of ſpirit, an openneſs 
© of heart—in a word, the hath a true Chriſtian dif- 
« poſition. I may ace her an 1 indent, in 
whom there is no guile.*, 

L with you joy of your daughter, cries the old 
gentleman : © for to a man of your diſpoſition, to find 


© ont an adequate object of your benevolence, 12 7 


6 res to find A ehinles:28 . 
It is, indeed, a happineſs,” cries the Dedor. 
be greateſt difficulty,” added the gente, 
-© which perſons of your turn of mind meet with, is 


in finding proper objects of their goodneſs, for no- 


thing fure can be more irkſome to a/generous mind, 
than to diſcover, that it hath thrown away all its 


* good! offices on a foil that bears ne other fr es 


. “ ingratitude. | 
6 | e cries. the: - Door, * hace 
* faith, FT DT 4 1 


* will abſolve myſelf. Lou are to know then, my 
"whoſe ſins | hope are forgiven: for the had too much 


thier man, indeed, i believe never lived. He died 


ro a oo a. 
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« Chriſtian, Lam more pleaſed with a French writer, 
one of the beſt, indeed, that I ever read; who 
© hlames men for lamenting the ill return which is ſo 


8 « But Co ſpeaks more like. a philbtopber FR 5 


« often made to the belt offices F. A true Chriſtian 


© can never be diſappointed, if he doth not receive his 
reward in this world: the labourer might as wel! 


complain, that is not paid his hire | in the middle of 5 


oo 


— 


the day. 
« ] own, indeed” aid the gentleman, 6 15 we ſee it 


in that light) — 


ai 


And in what li ght ſhould we. fob 1 it?? Austens tRe 
Doctor. Are we like Agrippa, only almoſt Chri- 


« ſhans? or, is Chriſtianity a matter of bare theory, : 


and not a rule for our practice?“ 


Practical undoubtedly, undoubtedly / practical, = 
cries the gentleman, © Your example might indeed 


© have convinced me Tong ago, mw” we ought to do 


good to every one.” 


pardon me, father, cries the vung dias c wok 8 
© is rather a heatheniſh than a Chriſtian doctrine. Ho- | * 


© mer, I remember, introduces in 1 Iliad. one e Axy- 
0 lus, of whom he ſays, 1 


1 oN 9 Ay pH 
Waves. yep eite ne. 
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* But Plato, who of all the heathane came N to 
_ © the Chriſtian, philoſophy, condemned this as impi- 


* ous doctrine; ſo Euſtathius tells us, folio 2 


* I know he doth,” "cries the: Doctor, © and ſo Barnes 
tells us, in his note upon the place; but if you re- 


member the reſt of the quotation, as well as vou do 


; that from Euſtathius, you might have added the ob». 
{ervation which 88 abe in favour % page: ; 


5 To do a kindneſs to a bad man, is ke ſowing. your « fred. 


in the ſea ＋ D' Eſprit. | 
ile was a. triend to. mankind, for. ** loved them 55 


:© age 


"55 
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« paſſage, that he found not in all the Latin Mt 
© ſo admirable an inſtance of extenſive humanity, You 

might likewiſe have remembered the noble ſent. 
„ ment, with which Mr Barnes ends his note, the 
© ſenſe of WER 7 is taken A _ 1555 8 of | 
4 Matthew, 


— 


* . 3 bloc SeAtoro - | 
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It Sands, therefove, as if chis W 3 A 
came a Chriſtian than a heathen: for Homer could 
not have tranſcribed it from any of his deities, 

Whom is it, cherefore, we imitate by ſuch extenfhe 
4 benevolence??ꝰ | 
What a breche, you have. cries the 
old gentleman. . Indeed, fon, you muſt not contend 
« with the Doctor in thele man 7... --: 

I ſhall not give my opinion haſtily, cries the 
ſon. I know again what Mr Poole, in his Anno- 
75 | tations, ſuys on that verſe of St Matthew, I hat it 
is only to hep up coals of fire upon their beade How 
are we lo underſtand, pray, the text immediately 

preceding? Love your enemies, bleſs them that f curſe 

you, ds good to them that hate you.” ä 

© You know, I ſuppoſe, young: gentleman,” fold the 
Doctor, how theſe words are generally underſtood 
The commentator you mention, I think, tells us, 
That love is not here to be taken in the ſtrict 8 4 
© ſo as to fignify the complacency of the heart ; 
may hate your enemies as God's enemies, and 25 
due revenge of them for his honour; and for your | 
* own ſakes too you may ſeek moderate : ſatisfaction of 
them; but then, you are to love them with a love 

4 confiltentwith theſe things. that is to ſay, in plainer 

<. words, you are to love them and hate them, and 
©'bleſs and curſe, and do them good and miſchief | 

Excellent! admirable !“ ſaid the old gentleman, 

© You have a moſt inimitable turn to-ridieule.” 
do not approve een . the ba, 15 1 

0 ſuch e ; 5 


F 


Nor I neither,” cries the Doctor, I will give you 

my opinion, therefore, very feriouflx. The two 

© verſes taken together: contain a very paſitive precept, 
delivered in the plaineſt words, and yet illuſtrated 

aby the cleareſt inftance, in the conduct of the Su- 

« preme Being; and laſtly, the practice of «this pre- 
« cept is moſt nobly inforced by the reward annexed— | 
« that ye may be the children, and ſo forth. No man, 


V 


| « who underſtands what it is to love, and to bleſs, and 
. to do. good, can miſtake the meaning. But if they 
ls © required any comment, the ſcyipture itſelf affords 
id © enow. If thine enemy hunger, ſeed: bim if be tbirſt, 
E « vive him drink : not rendering evil for evil, on railing 
2 © for railing, but contrartewiſe, blejing. — Theyo not, 
he indeed, want the comments of men, who, when 
2 © they cannot bend their minds to the obedience of 
« ſcripture, are defirous to vreſt ſeripture to a com- 

1 « pliance with their own inclinations “. 
5 Moſt nobly and juſtly obſerved!” cries the old gen- 


tleman, * Indeed, my good friend, you have ex- 
« plained the text with the utmoſt perſpicuity,? _ 

hut if this be the meaning. eries the ſon, © there 

* mutt be an end of all law and juſtice for I do 
not ſee how any man can proſecute his enemy in a 
court of juſtice.” % od - 
Pardon me, Sir,” cries the Doctor. Indeed, as 
* an enemy merely, and from a. ſpirit of revenge, 


ry | he cannot, and he ought not to proſeeute him; but 
3 an offender againſt the laws of his country, he 
kek may, and it is his duty ſo to do: is there any ſpirit 
. : of revenge in the magiſtrates or officers of juſtice, 
if 2 when they punith criminals? Why do ſuch, ordi- 
mY | narily I mean, concern themſelves in inflicting. pu- 
nt Wl niſhments, but becauſe it is their duty? and why 
11 5 may not a private man deliver an offender into the 
wo | hands of juſtice, from the ſame laudable motive? 
bh Revenge, indeed, of all kinds is ſtrictly prohibited; 
+ ; wherefore, as we are not to execute it with our own 
om WM. hands, fo neither are we to make ufe. of the law as 
5 | the inſtrument of private malice, and to worry each 
for | | other with inveteracy and rancour. And where is 
5 © the great difficulty in obeying: this wiſe, this gene- 
2 | -- . © Tous, 
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rous, this noble precept? If revenge be, as a cer. 
tain divine, not greatly to his honour, calls it, the 
moſt luſcious morſel the devil ever dropped into the 
mouth of a ſinner, it muſt be allowed at leaſt to coſt 
us often extremely dear. It is a dainty, if indeed 
it be one, which we come at with great inquietude, 
with great difficulty, and with great danger. How- 
ever pleaſant it may be to the palate, while we are 
- feeding on it, it is ſure to leave a bitter reliſh be. 
hind it; and ſo far; indeed, it may be called a lu- 
ſcious morſel, that the moſt greedy appetites are ſoon 
glutred, and the moſt eager longing for it is ſoon 
turned into loathing and repentance. I allow there 
is ſomething tempting in its outward appearance; 
but it is like the beautiful colour of ſome poiſons, 
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from which, however they may attract our eyes, a 


© regard to our own welfare commands us to abſtain. 
© And this is an abſtinence to which wiſdom alone, 
< without any divine command, hath been often found 


adequate; with inſtances of which, the Greek and 


Latin authors every where abound. May not a 
« Chriſtian, therefore, be well athamed of making a 
ſtumbling- block of a precept, which is not only con- 
« ſiſtent with his worldly intereſt, but to which ſo 
noble an incentive is propoſed ?? ” 
The old gentleman fell into raptures at this ſpeech, 
and after making many compliments to the Doctor 
upon it, he turned to his fon, and told him, he had an 


opportunity now of learning more in one day, than 


he had learned at the univerſity in a twelve-month. 
The fon replied, that he allowed the doctrine to 


be extremely good in general, and that he agreed with 
the greater part; © but I muſt make a diſtinction,” ſaid 


he. However, he was interrupted from his diſtinction 
at preſent ; for now Booth returned with Amelia and 


; the children, + - Cs 
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N the afternoons the old gentleman. W 2. 
walk to Vauxhall; a place of which, he ſaid, he 
had heard much, but had never ſeen it. 

The Doctor readily agreed to his friend” 8 . 
{al, and ſoon after ordered two coaches to be ſent 
for to carry the whole company. But when the ſervant: 
was gone for them, Booth acquainted, the Doctor that 
it was yet too early. Is it ſo?” ſaid the Doctor: 
* why then, 1 will carry you firſt to one of the greateſt 
and bigheſt entertainments in the world,” „ 

The children pricked up their ears at this nor did a 
any of che company gueſs what he meant; and Ame- 
la aſłed hat entertainment he ond a ow bag at 
that time of the day. 


Suppoſe, ſays the Dogor, I ſhould n you to. 
court £; | 
At five o'clock-in the men cries 5 —66- 5 
Ay, ſuppoſe I ſhould have intereſt ee to in⸗ 
troduce you into the preſence ? 

* You are jeſting, dear Sir,“ cries 2 | . 
Indeed, I am ſerious,” anſwered the Doctor. 1 
will introduce you into that preſence, compared to 
whom the greateſt emperor on the earth is many mil 

lions of degrees meaner than the moſt contemptible 
reptile is to him. What entertainment can there be 
to a rational being equal to this ? was not the taſte 
* of mankind moſt wretchedly. depraved, where would 
the vain man find an honour, or where would ths 
* love of pleaſure propoſe ſo adequate an object as di- 
k vine worſhip ? with what ecſtaſy. muſt the contem- 

* plation of being admitted to ſuch a preſence fill the 

mind! The pitiful courts of princes are open to 
few, and to thoſe only at particular ſeaſons; but 
* from this glorious and gracious preſence, we are 

none of us, and at no time, excluded.” | 
The Doctor was proceeding thus, when che ſervant | 
returned, ſaying, the e were ready; and the 
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| - whole company with the greateſt alacrity attended the | 


Doctor to St. James's church. | CE 
When the ſervice: was. ended, and they were again 
got into their coaches, Amelia returned the Doctor 


many thanks for the light in which he had placed di- 


vine worſhip; aſſuring him, that ſhe had never be- 
fore had ſo much tranſport in her devotion as at this 
time, and ſaying, the believed ſhe ſhould be the better 
for this notion he had given her, as long as ſhe lived, 


The coaches being come to the water ſide, they all 


alighted, and getting into one boat proceeded to 
Lo . 8 e is 
The extreme beauty and elegance of this place is 
well known to almoſt every one of my readers: and 
happy is it for me that it is ſo; ſince, to give an ad- 
equate idea of it, would exceed my power of deſcrip- 


tion. To delineate the particular ' beauties of theſe 


gardens, would, indeed, require as much pains, and 
as much paper too, as to rehearſe all the good actions 
of their maſter; whoſe life proves the truth of an ob- 
 fervation, which J have read in ſome ethic writer, that 
a truly elegant taſte is generally accompanied with an 
excellency of heart; or, in other words, that true vir- 
tue is, indeed, nothing elſe but true taſte. | 
Here our company diverted themſelves with walking 

an hour or two before the muſic began. Of all the fe- 


ven, Booth alone had ever been here before; ſo that, 


to all the reſt, the place, with its other charms, had 
that of novelty, When the muſic played, Amelia, 
who ſtood next to the Doctor, ſaid to him in a whiſper, 


I hope I am not guilty of profaneneſs but, in pur- 


ſuance of that chearful chain of thoughts with 
Vᷣhich you have inſpired me this afternoon, I was juſt 
now loſt in a reverie, and fancied myſelf in thoſe 


© bliſsful manſipns which we hope to enjoy hereafter. 
The delicious ſweetneſs of the place, the enchant- 


ing charms of the muſic, and the ſatisfaction which 
appears in every one's countenance, carried my ſoul 


© almoſt to heaven in its ideas. T could not have, in- 


* deed, imagined there had been any thing like this 
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Chap. 9. N 3 
The Doctor ſmiled, and ſaid, © You ſee, dear Ma- 
dam, there may be pleaſures of which you could 
© conceive no idea, till you actually enjoyed them.” 
And now the little boy, who had long withſtood the 
attractions of ſeveral cheeſe-cakes that paſſed to and 
ſro, could contain no longer; but aſked his mother to 
give him one, ſaying, I am ſure, my ſiſter would be 
glad of another, though ſhe is aſhamed to aſk. The 
Doctor, overhearing the child, propoſed that they 
ſhould all retire to ſome place where they might fit 
down and refreſh themſelves, whick they accordingly 
did. Amelia now miſſed her hufband ; but as ſhe had 
three men in her company, and one of them wits the. 
Doctor, ſhe concluded herfelf and her children to be 
fafe, and doubted not but that Booth would foonfin& _ 
ber out. : | 1 5 F 
They now fat down, und the Doctor very gallantix MM 
deſired Amelia to call ſor what ſhe” liked. Upon 
which the children were fupplied with cakes; and 
ſome ham and chicken were provided for the reſt of 
the company. With which, while they wereregaling 
themſelves with the tugheft fatisfactiun, two yeung 
fellows walking arm in arm dame p, and Wh¹en they 
came oppoſite to Amelia, ſtemd fill, ſtaring Ame 
lia full u cheffaee, and one df them vried aloud to the 
other, © D-——n me, my Lord, if the is not an an 
* gel !' My Lord ſtoed fill ſtarimg likewiſe at Her, 
without ſpeaking a word-—when two others of the 
ſame gang came up—and one of them cmd Come 
' along, Jack, I herve ſeen her before; but the is too 
* well manned already. Three Are enough for 
bone woman, or the devil is in it. „ 
bn we,” ſays he that ſpoke firſt, and wham 
they called Jack, I will have a bruſh at her, if ſhe 
© belonged ro the whole convocation, And f6 ſay- 
ing, he went up to the young. clergyman, and cried, 
—--—* Doctor, fit up little, if you phaſe, and 
don't take up trove 'rvomn in u bed than belongs to 
you.“ At which words, he gave the young man 4 
Pulp, and ſeated himſelf devh directly over agalnſt 
Amelia; and leaning both his elbows on the table, he 
ixed his eyes on her ina Manger with which modeſty 
can neither look, nor bear to be looked alt. 
ON, O2 Amelia 
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Amelia ſeemed greatly ſhocked at this treatment; 
5 upon which the Doctor removed her within him, and 
rhen ſacing the gentleman, aſked him what he meant 
by this rude behaviour Upon which my Lord ſtept 
up, and ſaid, Don't be impertinent, old gentleman. 
Do you think ſuch fellows as you, are to keep, d-n 
me, ſuch fine wenches,) d----n me, to yourſelves, 
£5, d----n me.“ : 
No, no,“ cries Jack, * che old gentleman i is more 
reaſonable. Here's the fellow that eats up the tythe 
L Pig Don't you ſee how his mouth waters at her? 
Where's your flabbering bib?“ For though 
at gentleman had rightly gueſſed he was a clergy: 
man, yet he had not any of thoſe inſignia on, with 
3 it would have been 1 imp roper to have Yor 
ere 
Such boys as you,” cries the young clergyman, 
8 ought to be well whipped: at ſchool, inſtead of be⸗ 
ing ſuffered to become nuſances in che ſoctety.” - 
Boys, Sir !' ſays. Jack, I believe I am as good a 
man as yourſelf, Mr—----and as good a ſcholar 
too. Bes fur ſus guotgue facerdos—=»——Tell me 
« what's next. D- -n me, I'll held vou _ pounds 
4 you don't tell me what's next“, 
© You have him, Jack,” cries my Lord. « It iö ober 
« with him, D----n me. He can't ſtrike another blow. 
I If I had you in a proper place, eries the clergy - 
man. you ſhould find I would ſtrike a blow, and a 
pretty hard one too. _ 
There, cries my Lord, Abend uh cock of 
the clergyman-----There ſpoke the wolf in ſheep's 
« cloathing. -D-----n, me, how big he looks-----You 
muſt be eivil to Nen, fab 1 or cle he will burſt with 
| . de. 15 
1 ay, cries e 155 the. ones) glone for 
pride; there is not a Lord in the kingdom new hath 
half the pride of that fellow“, 
Pray, Sir,“ cries the Docter, in to the other 
are you a Lord ? 
® 0 Ves, Mr Cries b& % 1 have what honour 
indeed.“ 


And I fuppoſe 1 you. have pride. too,” fad the 
Do& Rar . 
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61 hope 1 mh Sir, anſwered he, at your fer- 


vice. 


« If ſuch a one he vin Sir, nk the Does e 
are not only a ſcandal to che title you bear as a lord 
but even as à man, can pretend to pride, hy will 
you not allow it to a clergyman? I ſuppoſe, Sir, dy 
your dreſs, you are in the army; and, by the rib- 
band in your hat, you ſeem to be proud of that too. 
How much greater and more honourable is the ſer - 
vice in wlrich that gentleman. r is enliſted than your's * 
Why, then, ſhould you object to the pride of the 
+ clergy, ſince the loweſt of the function is in — 
every way fo much your ſuperior?” +» | 
« Tida, Tidu, Tidum !'——cries my Lord. 
However, gentlemen,” cries the Docter, if your 


have the leaſt pretenſion to that name, I beg Fout 
will put an end to your frolie; ſince you' ſee it gives 
ſo much uneafineſs to the lady. Nay, I intreat you, 


for your own ſakes; for here is one coming, who 
* will talk to you in a very different ſtile from ours.“ 

One coming l 'cries my ad what care 1 who: ; 
is coming ?* +» 

] ſuppole it is the devil, * cries Jacky *© for here 
are two of his livery ſervants already. 

© Let the devil come as ſeon as he will,” cries my 
Lord, D me if I have not a kiſs.” - 

Amelia now fell a trembling; and her children, 


perceiving her fright, both hung on her, and began 


to cry when Booth and Captain Trent both came 


Booth ſeeing his wife difordered, ed oat” 


what was the matter. At the ſame time, the Lord 88 


and his companion ſeeing Captain Trent, whom they 
well knew, faid both together, What! doth this 
company belong to you? When the Doctor, with 
great preſence of mind, as he was apprehenſive of 
fome fatal conſequence if Booth ſhould know what 
had paſt, ſaid, * So, Mr Booth, I am glad you are re- 
turned; your poor lady here began to be W 
* out of her wits: but now you have ham @ 
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. . Amelia, frighted as ſhe was, poeſenelyr took the hint, but 
and greatly chid her huſband for leaving her. But the giv 
little boy was not ſo quick- ſighted, and exied . In- the 
deed, papa, thoſe naughty men there: m brigheed wh 
my mamma out of her wits .“. wh 
- © How !*.eries Booth, a little ma 8 + frightend! in 
hath any one ſrighten'd you, my dear? 1; +: un 
No, my love, anſwered ſhe, nothing. * — I 
© not- what the child means. Every. yy 1s well, 0 


* now ſee you ſate.' | 

Trent had been all the while talking aſide with the 

young ſparks; and now, addreſſing himſelf to Booth; A 

ſaid, Here hath been ſome little miſtake; I believe 

my Lord miſtook Mrs Booth for ſome other lady.“ 

It is impoſſible, cries my Lord, to know every £ 
one. -I am ſure, if I had known the lady to be 4 
woman of faſhion, and an/acquaintance-of Captain 
Trent, I fhould have ſaid nothing diſagreeable to 
her; but, it I have, 1 _ her denen and che com: 
pany * 

I am in the dark,” cries. Booth. 10 Pray. what is 
all this matter? 

Nothing of any conſequence,” cries' the Dove, 
nor worth your enquiring into You hear it was 
a miſtake of the perſon ;, and 1 really believe his 

Lordſhip, that all proceeded. from bis not n 

to whom the lady belonged.* _ : 

Come, come,” ſays: Trent, « there i is "nothing in 
the matter I aſſure you.. I will tell you: the whole 

another time. 

Very well, ſinee you ſay fo; * cries Booth; 1 am 

4 contented.“ Se ended theulfaln, and the: two ſparks 
: mide their congee and ſneaked off. 
Noe they are gone, ſaid: the y oung gentleman; 

I muſt fay, I never ſaw two worſe- jackanapes, 

nor fellows that deſerved to be kicked more. If 

had had them in another place, I would have taught 
them a little more reſpect to the church. 
© You took rather a better way, anſwered the 
Doctor, to teach them that reſpe&.? >»; 
Booth now deſired his friend Trent radia down wich 
them, and en to call for a freſh botle of _ 
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but Amelia's ſpirits were too much diſconeerted to- 
give her any proſpect of pleaſure that evening. She 
therefore laid hold of the pretence of her children, for 
whom ſhe ſaid the hour was already too late; with 
which the Doctor agreed. So they paid their reckon- 
ing, and departed ; leaving to the two rakes the tri- 
umph of having totally diſſipated the mirth of this 
little innocent company, who were before enjoying 


eomplete ſatisfaction. 


A curious converſation between the Doctor, the young 


clergyman, and the young clergyman's father.” + 


HE next morning, when the Doctor and his 
two friends were at breakfalt, the young cler- 
gyman, in whoſe unnd the injurious treatment he had 


received the evening before was very deeply impreſſed 


renewed the converſation on that ſubject. It is a 
* ſcandal,” ſaid he, © to the government, that they 
do not preſerve more reſpect to the clergy, by pu- 
niſhing all rudeneſs. to them with the utmoſt ſeve- 
* rity, It was very juſtly obſerved of you, Sir, ſays 
he to the Doctor, that the loweſt clergyman in Eng- 
land is in real dignity ſuperior to the higheſt nobles 
man. What then can be ſo ſhocking, as te ſee that 
* gown, Which ought to entitle us to the veneratione 
of all we meet, treated with contempt and ridicule 
Are we not, in fact, ambaſſadors from. Heaven to 
the world? and do they not, therefore, in denying 
* us our due reſpect, deny it in reality to him thav 
* ſent us? CO EOS 
If that be the caſe, fays the Door, *© it behoves + 
them to look to themſelves; for he who ſent, us, is 
able to exact molt ſevere vengeance'for the ill treat- 
* ment of his miniſters. FFF 
Very true, Sir, cries the young one; and 1 
* heartily hope he will: but thoſe puniſhments are ae 
too great a diſtance to infuſe. terror inte wicked 
minds. The government ought to interfere with 
: Its immediate cenſures. Fines and nee, 


* 


— 
= 

j 

0 


——— — 


—— OOF Denny 


E — Aer ee Arg et — et pay wry ignr —— 4444 — ery pay ces or yp 9 avg 


— 


„ ant4ire 


and corporal puniſhments operate more forcibly on 
_ . © the human mind, than all the fears of damnation.” 


Do you think ſo ?” cries the Doctor; then I am 
© afraid men are very little in earneſt in thoſe fears,” 
© Moſt juſtly obſerved,” fays the old gentleman. In- 


deed, I am afraid that is too much the caſe.” “. 


In that,” faid the ſon, the government is to blarne, 
Are not books of infidelity, treating our holy reli- 


gion as a mere impoſture, nay, ſometimes, as W 


mere jelt, publiſhed daily, and ſpread abroad amongit 
© the people with perfect impunity ? | 
- © You are certainly in the right, ſays the Doctor, 


© there is a moſt blameable remiſſneſs with regard to 


© theſe matters: but the whole blame doth not lie 


there; ſome Ettle ſhare of the fault is, I am afraid, 
to be imputed to the eſergy themſelves,” s 


Indeed, Sir, cries the young; one, I did not ex- 


pect that charge from a geatieman of your cloth. 


Do the clergy give any encourapement te fuch 


books? Do they not, en the contrary, cry loudly 


out againſt the ſuffering them? This is the mvidious 
aſperſion of the laity; and I did not expe to heat it 
8 „eee by one of our own cloth.“ Fe . 
he not too impatient, young gentfeman, ſaid the 
Doctor, I do not abſolutefy confirm the charge of 
the taity : it is much too general, and too ſevere; 


hut even the laity themſelves do not attack them in 
that part to which you have applied your defenee. 
They are not ſuppoſed ſuen fools as to attack that 
religion to which they owe their temporal welfare j | 


© /they are not. taxed with giving any ether ſupport to 
© infidelity, than what it draws from the ill exatnples 


of their lives; I mean of the lives of forme of them. 
Here too the laity carry their cenſures ebe far; for 
there are very few or none of the clergy, wheſe lives, 
if compared with thoſe of the laity, can be called 


profligate: but ſuch, indeed, is the perfect purity 
of our religion, ſuch is the innocenee and virtue 
«. which it exacts to entitle us to its glorious reward, 
and to ſcreen us from its dreadful puniſhments, that 
© he mult hea very good man indeed who lives up t 
Lit. Thus then theſe perſons argue. This mans 
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« educated in a perfect knowledge of religion, is 

« learned in its laws, and is by his profeſſion obliged 

in a manner to have them always before his eyes. 
The rewards which it promiſes to the obedienee of 


0 
« theſe laws are ſo great, and the puniſhments threats 
(i 


ened on diſobedience ſo dreadful, that it is. impoſ- 


« ſible but all men muſt fearfully fly from the one, 


« and as eagerly purſue the other. If, therefore, ſuch 
a perſon lives in direct oppoſition to, and in a con- 
« ſtant breach of theſe laws, the inference is obvious. 
« There is a pleaſant tory in Matthew Paris, which 
I will tell you as well as I can remember it. TwWO 

young gentlemen, I think they were prieſts, agreed 
together, that, whoſoever died firſt, ſhould return 
and acquaint his friend with the ſecrets of the other. 
© world. One of them died ſooh after, and fulfilled 
his promiſe, The whole relation he gave is not very 


material; but, among other things, he produced 


one of his hands, which Satan had made uſe of, to 
© write upon, as the moderns do on a card, and had 
* ſent his compliments to the prieſts, for the number 
* of ſouls which the wicked examples of their hives 
daily ſent to hell. This ſtory is the more remark» 
able, as it was written by a prieſt, and a ere fas 


vourer of his order.. 7 


© Excellent !* cried the old gentleman, what a me· | 


* mory you have!!! Too 


* But, Sir,“ eries the young one, a clergyman 13 


© man as well as another ; - and, if ſuch perfect rtr 


be expected, - 
* I do not expect it,' cries the Deen 6 and I 3 


* it will not be expected of us. The Scripture itſelf 


* gives us this hope, where the beſt of us are ſaid to 


fall twenty times a day. But ſure, we may not al- 


* low the practice of any of thoſe groſſer crimes which 
* contaminate the whole mind. We may expect an 
© obedience to the ten commandments, and an abſti- 


* nence from ſuch notorious vices; as, in the firſt 5 


place, avarice, which indeed can har dly ſubſiſt with - 
© Out the breach of more commandments than one: 
a indeed, it would be exceſſive candour to imagine, 
that a man, whe: 1 vidhly lets his whole heart ne 
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only on this world, but on one of the molt worthleg 


things in it (for ſo is money, without regard to it; 
uſes), ſhould be at the ſame time laying up his trea. 


ſure in heaven. Ambition is a ſecond vice of this 


ſort: we are told we cannot ſerve God and Mam. 
mon. I might have applied this to-avarice; but! 


choſe rather to mention it here. When we ſee a man 


ſneaking about in courts and levees, and doing the 
dirty work of great men. from the hopes of prefer: 
ment; can we believe, that a fellow, whom we ſee 
to have fo many hard taſkmaſters upon earth, evet 
thinks of his Maſter which is in heaygn ? Maſt he 
not himſelf think, if he ever reflects àt all, that 6 


glorious a Maſter will diſdain and difown a ſervant, 
who is the dutiful tool of a court- favourite; and 


employed either as the pimp of his pleaſure, or ſome- 


times perhaps made a dirty channel, to aſſiſt in the 
conveyance of that corruption, which is clogging 


up and deſtroying the very vitals of his country? 
ion/ is Pride. 


< The latt vice which 1 thall mentior 
There is not in the univerſe a more rider 


lous not 


a more contemptible animal, than a ꝓroud clergy- 
man; a turkey: cock, or a jackdaw, are objeds of 


veneration, when compared with him, 1 don't mean, 
by Pride, that noble dignity of mind ts which'pood- 
only adminiſter an adequate objec, which 
delights in the teſtimony of its own "conſcience, and 


could not, without the higheſt agonies, bear its con- 
demnation. By Pride, I mean, chat ſnury patſon, | 
which exults in every little eventual pre-emimence | 


over other men; ſuch are the ordinary gifts of na- 
ture, and the paultry preſents of fortune, wit, know. 
ledge, birth, ſtrength, beauty, riches, xithes And 


vouring greedily every murmur of applauſe, and 


every look of admiration; pleaſed and hated with | 


all kind of reſpect; and hurt and enflamed with the 


contempt of the loweſt and moſt deſpicable of fools, | 
even. with ſuch as treated you laft night diſreſpect 
. | 1 


fully 
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ion which is ever - aſpiring, like 4 
Gly child, to look over the heads of all about them; 

Which, while it ſervilely aüheres to the great, He 
ſrom the poor, as if affaid of contamination; de 


— 


0 fully at Vauxhall. Can ſuch a mind as this be 
« fixed on things above? Can ſuch a man reflect that 


v « he hath the ineffable honour to be employed in the 

immediate ſervice of his great Creator? or, can he 

n: « pleaſe himſelf with the heart-warming hope, that 
1 his ways are acceptable in the fight of chat glorious, 

an « that incomprehenſible Being? . 

he Hear, child, hear,” cries.the.old gentleman, hear 


r. and improve your underſtanding. Indeed, my good 
« friend, no one retires from you without carrying 


ho the Doctor, Tom, and you will be the better man 
{6 « as long as you live.” | e ee e 
” « Undoubtedly, Sir, anſwered Tom, the Doctor 
nd © hath ſpoken a great deal of excellent truth; and, 
ne without a compliment to him, I was always a great 
he « admirer of his ſermons, particularly of their ora- 
ng * tory, But, 8 e . N 

$ | | I 5 

* © Nec tamen hoc tribuens dederim quoque cetera. 

10k 0 SEED: 88 | 

Ip cannot agree that a clergyman is obliged to put 
of ' up with an affront any more than another man, 
in; and more eſpecially when it is paid to the order.” 
pd * I am very ſorry, young gentleman,” -cries the 


never have been affronted through you.” . 
The old gentleman now began to check his ſon, 


ug words; 


24: 
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« away ſome good inſtructions with him. Learn of 


Doctor, that you ſhould be ever liable to be affront- 
ed as a clergyman; and, I do affure you, if I had 
* known your diſpoſition formerly, the order ſhould 


for his oppoſition to the Doctor; when a ſervant de- 
hvered the latter a note from Amelia, which he read 
immediately to himfelf, and it contained the follow- | 
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0 « My Dear Sir r 5 
80 MET H IN G hath e ſince I fry you, 
| which gives me great uneaſineſs, and I beg the 
© favour of ſeeing you as ſoon : as poſſible, to o adhiſe 
© with you upon 7 
I am, 
HENS US Your oft nge 4 
© ana dutiful SHI | 
7 ® AMEL1A Boots, 


0 Doctor 8 88 was, has he would wait on 


the lady directly; and then turning to his friend, he 


Alked him if he would not take a walk in the Park be⸗ 


fore dinner. I muſt go,“ ſays he, to the lady who 
« was with us laſt night; for I am afraid, by her let- 


ter, ſome bad accident hath happened to her. Come, 


* young gentleman, I ſpoke a little too haſtily to you 
juſt now; but I atk your pardon; Some allowance 
* muſt be made to the warmth of your blood. I hope, 
ve ſhall in time both think alike.” 


The old gentleman made his friend another com- 


vlinents and the young one declared, he hoped he 
ſhould always think, and act too, with the dignity 


becoming his cloth. After which the Doctor took 


his leave for a while, and went to Amelia's lodgings, 


As ſoon as he was gone, the old gentleman fell very 


ſeverely on his ſon. * Tom, ſays he, how can you 


be ſuch a fool, to undo by your perverſeneſs all that 


© T' have been doing! ? Why will you not learn to 

« ſtudy mankind with the attention which I have em- 
ployed to that purpoſe ? Do you think, if I had af- 
fronted this obſtinate old fellow as you do, I ſhould 
ever have engaged his friendſhip ?' 

I cannot help it, Sir, ſaid Tom; I haves not fu. 
died ſix years at the univerſity, to give up my ſen- 
timents to every one. It is true, indeed, he put to- 
gether a ſet of ſounding words; but, in the main, 
I never heard any one talk more fooliſhly.” 

What of that ?* cries the father; I never told you 


a W „ 
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. he was a wiſe man, nor did I ever think him ſo. If 
* he had any underſtanding, 1 he would have been 2 


2 b r 
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« biſhop long ago, to my certain knowledge. But, 
indeed, he hath been always a fool in private life 
for I queſtion whether he is worth 100 J. in the 
world, more than his annual income. He hath given 
away above half his fortune to the Lord knows who, 
| believe I have had above 200 J. of him, firſt and 
Jaſt ; and, would you Joſe ſuch a milch-cow as this 
for want of a few compliments? Indeed, Fom, thou 
art as great a ſimpleton as himſelf, How do you 
expect to riſe in the church, if you cannot tempo- 
riſe, and give into the opinion of your fuperiors ?? 

« ] don t know, Sir, cries Tom, what you mean 
by my ſuperiors. In one ſenſe, I own, a doctor of 
«divinity is ſuperior to a batchelor of arts, and fo far 
] am ready to allow his ſuperiority ; but I under- 
4 
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ſtand Greek and Hebrew, as well as he, and will 
maintain my opinion againſt him, or any other in 


the ichools.? . ; | 
Tom, ' cries the old gentleman, till thou getteſt 


the better of thy conceit, I ſhall never have any 

© hopes of thee, If thou art wiſe, thou wilt think 
om- every man thy ſuperior, of whom thou canſt get any 
| be * thing ; at leaſt, thou wilt perſuade him that thou 
nity * thinkeſt fo, and that is ſufficient, Tom, Tom, 
ook thou haſt no policy in the. e 
Ws, What have I been learning theſe ſeven years, an- 
ery ſwered he, in the univerſity ? However, father, I 
you can account for your opinion, It is the common 
hat * failing of old men to attribute all wiſdom to'them- 
to ſelves. Neſtor did it long ago; but, if you will en- 
em- quire my character at college, I fancy you will not 
af- © think l want to go to ſchool aga m HRT 
uld The father and ſon then went to take their walk, 
85 during which the former repeated many good leſſons 
ſty- of policy to his ſon, not greatly perhaps to his edifica- 
en- ton, In truth, if the old gentleman's fondneſs had 
to- not im a great meaſure blinded him to the imperfec- 
un, tions of his ſon, he would have ſonn perceived that he 
; Vas ſowing all his inſtructions in a foil fo choaked 
ou with ſelf-conceit, that it was utterly impoſſible they 
If ſhould ever bear any fruit. e e 
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T6 which we will prefix no preface. 


HE Doctor found Amelia alone, for Booth was 
gone to walk with his new-revived. acquain- 
tance, Captain Trent, who ſeemed ſo pleaſed with 
the renewal of liis intercourſe with his old brother:of- 
ficer, that he had been almoſt continually with him 
from the time of their meeting at the drum. 
Amelia acquainted the Doctor with the purport of 
her meſſage, as follows: * I aſk your pardon, my 
dear Sir, for troubling you ſo often with my affairs; 
but I know your extreme teadineſs, as well as ahility, 
to aſſiſt any one with. your advice. The fact is, that 
my huſband hath been preſented by Colonel James 
with two tickets for a maſquerade, which is to be in 
a day or two; and he inſiſts ſo ſtrongly on my going 
with him; that I really do not know how to refuſe, 
without giving him ſome reaſon; and I am not able 
to invent .any other than the true one, which you 
would not, I am ſure, advife me t6 communicate to 
him. Indeed, I had a moſt narrow eſcape the other 
day; for I was almoſt drawn in inadvertently, by 
a very ſtrange accident, t6 acquaint him with the 
whole matter.” Shs then related the Serjeant's dream, 
with all the conſequences that attended it. 
The Doctor counſidered a little with himſelf, 
and then ſaid, * I am really, child, puzzled as wel 
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as you about this matter, I would by no means have 
you go to the maſquerade; I do not indeed like 
« the diverſion itſelf, as I have heard it deſcribed to 
© me: not that I am ſuch a prude to ſuſpect every 
woman who goes there of any evil intentions; but 
£ jt is A pleaſure of too looſe and diſorderly a kind 
« for the recreation of a ſober mind. Indeed, yoy: 
„have a ſtill ſtronger and more particular objection. 
Iwill try myſelf to reaſon him out of it.“ 
Indeed, it is impoſſible, anſwered. ſhe; and 


F, 


therefore I would not ſer you about it. I never ſaw 


him more ſet an any thing. There is a party, as 
© they call it, made on the ear, and he tells me 


my refuſal will diſappoint all.“ 

I really do not know what to advice you,” cries 
the Poctor: © I have told you I do not approve theſe” 
« diverſions; but yet, as your huſband is ſo very de- 
* firous, I cannot think there will be any harm in 

” going with him. However, I will conſider of it, and 
06 all in my power for you.. 

Here Mrs Atkinſon” came in, and the diſcourſe on 


_ this ſubject ceaſed; but ſoon after Amelia renewed it, 


ſaying, There Was no oecaſion to keep any thing 4 
ſecret from her friend. They then fell to debating on 
the ſubject; but could not come to any reſolution.” 


But Mrs Atkinſon, who was in an unuſual flow of 


ſpits, cried out, Fear nothing, my dear Amelia, 
two women ſurely will be too hard for one man. T 
think, Doctor, it exceeds Virgil. 5 FRI ee 


* Una dolo divim fi femina- victor emi 60 , 


Very well repeated, indeed,“ cries the Dodor. 7 
Do you underſtand all Vigil: as well' as you lem, | 
to do that line? © f 


I hope I do Sir, ſaid ſne, and And too; or 
* elſe. my father threw away . time to Pug little 
© Purpoſe in teaching me. 

I aſk your pardon, Madam,” cries Ach N *. 
on it was an impertinent queſtion,” . 

Not at all, Sir, ſays ſhe 3 and; if you are one 
of thoſe who imagine women incapable of learning, - 
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© I ſhall not be ee at it. I know the 
: opinion; but „„ 


— 


5 Interdum vulgus rectum wdet, 1 1 peceat?, | 


0 If J was to profeſs ſuch an opinion, Madam? 34 
ſaid the Doctor, Madam Dacier and yourſelf would « t 
bear teſtimony againſt me. The utmoſt indeed that « { 
I thould' venture, would be to queſtion the utility « 
* of learning in a young lady's education,! 0905 0 
I I own,” ſaid Mrs Atkinſon, as the pans "if is 
| conſtituted, it cannot be as ſerviceable to her for. 45 
tune, as it will be to that of a man; but you will 6 
allow, Doctor, that learning may afford a woman 
at leaſt a reaſonable and an innocent entertain- 0 
ment.“ | c 
But I will ſuppoſe,” cried the Door, 5 it may 0 
have its inconveniencies. As for inſtance, if a 
learned lady ſhould meet with an unlearned huſ- * 
* band, might ſhe not be apt to deſpiſe him 
think not, cried Mrs Atkinſon——* and if 1 
may be allowed the inſtanceI think I have ſhewn 
myſelf, that women who have learning themſelves, 
can be contented without that qualification i in a 
man.“ 
To be ſure,” cries the Doctor, there may be 
other qualifications, which may have their weight 
in the balance. But let us take the other ſide of the 
queſtion, and ſuppoſe the learned of both ſexes to 
meet in the matrimonial union, may it not afford 
one excellent ſubject of diſputation, which is the 
molt learned ?? 
Not at all, cries Mrs Atkinſon; « for if they 
| © had both learning and good ſenſe, they. Was ſoon 
© ſee on which fide the ſuperiority lay.“ | 
- © But if the learned man,“ ſaid the R & ſhould 
© be a little unreaſonable in his opinion, are you ſure 
that the learned woman. would aged her duty to 
her huſband, and ſubmit.” 
* But Why, cries Mrs Atkinſon, 0 muſt we « mas 
«- ſarily ſuppoſe that a en man ve be unrea- 
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a 4555 Madam,“ ald this Door, , I am not- your 
© huſband ; and you ſhall not hinder me from ſup- 
« poſing what I pleaſe. Surely it is not ſuch a para- 
« dox, to conceive that a man of learning would be 
© unreaſonable. - Are there no unreaſonable opinions 
in very learned authors, even among the eritics 
« themſelves ? For inſtance, what can be a more 
0 ' krange, and indeed unreaſonable opinion, than to 
prefer the Metamorphoſes of Ovid to 5'the Aneid of 
c Vir 2 
c Ie would be need ſo ſtrange,” cries the lady 1. 
« that you ſhall not perſuade me it was ever the opi- 
nion of any man. 
perhaps not,“ cries: the Doctor; "a and: 1 believe 
you and I ſhould not differ in our judgments of any 
« perſon who maintained ſuch an opinion. What 
« a taſte muſt he have l 
A moſt contemptible one, indeed,” cries Mrs At- 
kinſon. PEE 
I am ſatisfied, ? cries the Docior- © And/i in the 
_ * words of your own Horace, wh HIPS uon wait 
addam. 
© But how provoking i is this ! ' cries Mrs Atkiafon; 
to draw one in in ſuch a manner. I proteſt, I was 
ſo warm in the- defence of my favourite Virgil, that 
* I was not aware of your defign ; but all your triumph 
depends on a ſuppoſition that one ſhould be ſo un- 
* fortunate as to meet with the fillielt fellow- in the 
« world.” | 
Not in the ꝛeaſt, eries the Doctor. Doctor Bent - 
© ley was not ſuch a perfon; and yet he would have 
* quarrelled, I am convinced, with any wife in the 
world, in behalf of one of his corrections. I don't 
* ſuppoſe he would have en Ka. his Ken Fata 
to an angel.“ 
But do you think; z faid ſhe, /* © 1 bad toved him 
* I would have contended' with him 27: 2 | 
Perhaps you might ſometimes, ad che Doctor, 
* be of theſe ſentiments ; but you Femember your own 
* Virgil—Varium at nbi ſemper eee 15 
© Nay, Amelia, ſaid Mrs Atkinſon,” you are 
5 now concerned as well as I am; for he hath now 
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| © abuſed the whole ſex, and quoted the ſevered thin 


that ever was ſaid, againſt us, en allow it Is ohe 
of the fineſt.” | 

With all my heart, my dear,” cries. A 1 
© have the advantage of you De for 1 don't 
© underſtand him.“ 

* Nor doth ſhe e much better chan your: 
© ſelf,” cries the Doctor, or ſhe would not er 
5 nonſenſe, even though in Virgil. 

Pardon me, Sir,” ſaid ſhe. 

And pardon me, Madam,” cries the Door, witha 2 
feigned ſeriouſneſs: © I ſay a boy in the fourth form 
* at Eton wovld be whipped, or would deferve to be 


* whipped atleaſt, who made the neuter gender agree 
- © with the eee You have heard, however, 


that Virgil left his Aneid incorrect; and, per- 
0 haps, had he lived to correct it, we. ſhould not have 
* ſeen the faults we now ſee in it.“ 

Why, it is very true, as you ſay, Doctor, cries 
Mrs Atkinſon— There ſeems to be a falſe concord. 
I proteſt I never thought of it before.. 

* And yet this is the Virgil,” anſwered the Dodtor, 
* that you are ſo fond of, who hath made you all of 
the neuter gender; or, as we ſay in - Engliſh, he 


* hath made mere n of you: for, 1 we ante 
« it Mahns, 


0 e i is a various and chabgeable. imad 


there will be no fault, I believe, unleſs i in point of 
* civility to the ladies,” 


Mrs Atkinſon had juſt time to tell the Doctor be 


was a provoking creature, before the arrival of Booth 
and his friend put an end to that learned diſcourſe, in 


which neither of the parties had greatly recommenged 


themſelyes to each other, the Doctor's opinion of the 


lady being not at all heightened by her progreſs in 
the elaſſies; and ſhe, on the other hand, having con- 
ceived a great diflike in her heart towards the Doctor; 
which would have raged, perhaps, with no leſs fury 
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ROM this time to the day of the e 
F nothing happened of conſequence uh to 
have a place in this hiftory, 

On that day Colonel James came to Booth's about 
nine in the evening, where he ſtayed for Mrs James, 


who did not come till near eleven. The four maſques - 
then ſet out together in ſeveral chairs : and all 8 © 


ceeded to the Hay-Market. 
When they arrived at the Cann Bias: the Goode 


and Mrs James preſently left them; nor did Booth 
and his lady remain long together, but were ſoon di- 


vided from each other by different maſques. 

A domino ſoon accoſted the lady, and had her away 
to the upper end of the furtheſt room: on the right 
hand, where both the maſques ſat down; nor was it 
long before the he domino began to make very fervent 
love to the ſhe. It would, perhaps, be tedious to the 
reader to run through the whole proceſs, which was 
not indeed in the moſt romantic ſtyle. The lover 
ſeemed to conſider his miſtreſs as a mere woman of this 
world, and ſeemed rather to apply to her avarice and 
ambition, than to her ſofter paſſions. 


As he was not ſo careful to conceal his true voice 
as the lady was, ſhe ſoon diſcovered that this lover of 
hers was no other than her old friend the peer, and - 


preſently a thought ſuggeſted itſelf to her of making 
an advantage of this accident. She gave him therefore 
an intimation that ſhe knew him, and expreſſed ſome 


altoniſhment at his having found her out : I ſuſ- 
pect, ſays ſhe, my Lord, that you have a friend in 


the woman where I now lodge, as well as you had 
' in Mrs Elliſon.” . My Lord proteſted the contrary 


——— To which ſhe anſwered, Nay, my Lord, do 
not defend her ſo earneſtly, till you are ſure I ſhould | 


have been angry with her.“ 
At theſe words, which were accompanied with a 
12 aan ſoftneſs, 7s Lord tlew into raptures 
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dam, Thave'the good fortune to find you again; 1 
© have been extremely miſerable ſince T loſt you. 
The lady anſwered in her maſquerade voice, that ſhe 


rere 


———ů — * —— 


James.“ Madam, anſwered he, in a whiſper like. 


Pardon; for as there was nothing remarkable in her 


and ſoon after found Booth walking without his maſk 


+. them ſince we have been in the room ?? Booth an- 


come npon duty then with your wives? As for your 5, 


rather too ſtrong for the place he was in. Theſe the 
lady gently checked, and begged him to take care 
they were. not obſerved; for that. her huſband, for 
,ought ſhe knew, was then in the room. 
Colonel James came now up, and ſaid, So, Ma. 


did not know him. I am Colonel James,” ſaid he, in 
a whiſper. *© Indeed, Sir, anſwered ſhe, you are mic 
*'Raken, I have no acquaintance with any Colonel 


wiſe, © F am poſitive J am not miſtaken, you are cer- 
'© tainly Mrs Booth.“ Indeed, Sir,“ ſaid ſhe, * you 
are very impertinent, and I beg you will leave me. 
My Lord then interpoſed, and ſpeaking in his own 
voice, aſſured the Colonel that the lady was a woman 
of quality, and that they were engaged in a converſi- 
tion together; upon which, the Colonel aſked the lady's 


dreſs, he really believed he had been miſtaxen. 
He then went again a-hunting through the rooms, 


between two ladies, one of whom was in a blue do- 
mino, and the other in the dreſs of a ſhepherdefs, 
Will, cries the Colonel, do you know whats 
become of our wives; for I have ſeen neither of 


ſwered, that he ſuppoſed. they were both together, 
and they ſhould find them both by and by. What, 
eries the lady in the blue domino, are you both 


Mr Alderman, faid ſhe to the Colonel, I make no 
< queſtion” but ſhe is got into much better company | 
© than her huſband's.” How can you be fo crue, 
* Madam !” ſaid the ſhepherdefs, you will make kim 
© beat his wife by and by, for he's a military man! 
© 2ffare you.“ In the trained bands, I preſume, cries 


the domino, for he is plainly dated from the city. 
-L own, indeed,” cries the other, * the gentleman 
* ſmells ſtrongly of Thames-ftreet, and, if 1 11 


5 7 LT 
- — * 0 
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venture to gueſs, of the honourable calling of Aa 
tailor.“ 


« Why, what the devil haſt thou picked up here py 


cries James. 

Upon my ſoul, I don? t "ny anſwered Booth; 5 
« ] wiſh you would take one of them at leaſt; : 
What fay you, Madam,“ cries the domino, Will 


« you go with the Colonel? 1 affure you, you have 


miſtaken your man, for he is no leſs a n than. 
the great Colonel James himſelf, 11 
No wonder, then, that Mr Bob gives him his 


choice of us; it is the proper office of a caterer, 


in which capacity Mr Booth hath, I am told, the 
© honour to ſerve the noble Colonel. 8 


Much good may it do you with your ladies,” faid 


James, © I will go in purſuit of better game. At 
which words he walked off. 


© You are a true ſportſman,” cries the ſhepher- 


deſs; for your only Paine 1 believe, lies in the | 


« purſuit, ? 


Do you know the gentleman, Madam? 2 criesthe 
domino, 


© Who doth not know him 2 anſwered the ſhep- 
herdeſs. 


* What is his 1 2 cries ho HT oj - © for, 


: _— L have jeſted with him, I _ know him by 
\ wehe;? --* 


© I know nothing very particular i 0 5 nee . 


cries the ſhepherdeſs. © He gets every bandſome wo- 

man he can, and ſo they do all“. 

Il I ſuppoſe then he is not married, ſaid the A 
O yes, and married for love too, anſwered the 

other; © but he hath leved away all his love for 

© her Jong ago, and now; he ſays, ſhe makes as fine 
an object of hatred, -=---l think, if the fellow ever ap- 
* pears to have any wit, it is when he abuſes his 

wife; and, luckily for him, that is his favourite 


; topic. —— don't know the poor wretch, but as | 


* he deſcribes her, it is a miſer able animal. 
* I know her very well,” cries the other, and: I am 


much miſtaken if ſhe is not even with him; dor 6 


8 
a 4 


; King him, what is become of Booth? 
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whenever therefore an object of this appears, it is ax 


bucks, at the deſire of his companions, as well as of 


read out the following letter, which we-thall give the 


<4 forgot 


more am L. concerned · to addreſs myſelf to a ma- 


Lag 1 law is, eee none ol W 


At this inſtant a great noiſe aroſe near that . 1 
* the two ladies were. This was occaſioned by 6 
large aſſembly of young fellows, whom they call dicks Wy 
who were got together, and were enjoying, as the 
Phraſe is, a letter, was? one of dane had found" in et 
the room. oF e 


Curioſity hatli ĩts votaries amon gall ranks of people; 


ſure of attracting a croud in the aſſemblies of the 
polite, as in thoſe of their inferiors. 
When this'croud was gathered together, 0 0 th 


all preſent, perforined the part of a public orator and 


reader, together with the comments of 155 orator hin 
ſelf, and: all his audience. 
The orator then, yg mounted. on a a beach bega 
as follows: 
et Here'beginnetb the third bans e 
- -Pox on't, Jack, what is the faint” 5 name! 2 L hay 


Timothy, you blockhead, 4 een another. 
4 Timothy,” | 
Fark Well, then, cries the orator; 5 of Saint Tins 
4. * 
Sir, £2 am very ſorry: to have any-occaſion/d 
* writing on the following ſubject, in a country that 
is honoured with the name of Chriſtian; much 


9 4 * 
0 az ko... Yana md ©® ord 


«. whoſe many adva derived both from nature 
< and fortune, ſhould: — the higheſt return of 
© gratitude to the great Giver of all thoſe good thing 

+: Is not ſuch a man guilty of the higheſt-ingratitude 
to that moſt benvficens- Gag, by by a direct and + 
vowed diſobedience: of his moſt poſitive laws and 
© commands? 

I need not te e nne 4s forbid in 
+ laws of the decalogue, nor nei perro 1 hope, men 

* tion chat it is as expreſſy forbid in che New Tele 
ments": * 

2% You. ſee therefores? ſaid this Gb 1 


1 ann — * —_— — 1 — 


60 abt 


part , able to plead ignorance, when you come to che 
Abya . Old Baily in the other world. — But here goes 
—_ ___— WOE argon ates 6. 1, 
as the If it had not been ſo expreſly forbidden in ſcrip- 
md WF ture, fill the law of nature would have yielded light 


and atrociouſneſs of this crime. iff 
And accordingly we find, that nations where ths 
: ſuh of righte-nſneſs hath yet never ſtined, Wave 
t puniſhed the adulterer- with the moſt exemplary 
© pains and penalties; not only the polite heathens, but 


in many places, the moſt ſevere and ſhamefnl cors 
« poral puniſhments, and in ſome, and thoſe not a 
few, death itſelf hath been inflicted on this crime. 
And {ure in a human ſenſe there is ſcarce any guilt 


includes in it almoſt every injury and every miſchief 


t which one man can do to, or can bring on another: 


It is robbing him of his property, © , 
* the property of your huſbands;” and of that pro- 
| perty, which, if he is a good man, he values above 

all others, It is poiſoning that fountain whence he 
hath a right to derive the ſweeteſt and moſt innocent 
pleaſure, the moſt cordial comfort, the moſt ſolid 
friendſhip, and moſt faithful aſſiſtance in all his 
affairs, wants, and diſtreſſes. It is the deſtruction 
of his peace of mind, and even of his reputation. 


of this fatal injury. Domeſtie happineſs is the end 
of almoſt all our purſuits, and the common reward 


affairs. Thus they become bad ſubjects, bad rela- 
tions, bad friends, and bad men. Hatred and revenge 
are the wretched paſſions which boil in their minds. 
eſpair and madneſs very commonly enſue, and 
murder and ſuicide often cloſe the dreadful ſcene; 
OO „Thus 


Ohap. 2 4 r  W / 


« enough for us to have diſcovered the great horror 


the moſt barbarous nations have concurred in theſe; 


which deſerves to be more ſeverely puniſhed. It 


« Mind that, ladies,” ſaid the orator, . you are all 


The ruin of both wife and huſband, and ſometimes 
of the whole family, are the probable conſequence 


of all our pains. When men find themſelves for 
ever barred from this delightful fruition, they are loſt 
to all induſtry, and grow careleſs of all their worldly 


" r 2 ＋ * 2 . 3 8 T1 FITS EE r 5 8 r 


* 
* 

a 

$1 
r 


—_——_—— 
FT 


C RF | 


a4 bk _ 
N n 


2 * R r 
_ OR * * 24 0 5 5 x & — 
iS & 1 4 45, . — : = Hh . 
IE 2 3 2 DP 25 — - 


= co 
. — 2 
LIE 


e * 


288 
a * * - 


Pages l 
r 
+ 


( P 


- 


* 
* 


— a — 

2 — * . E 

* 5 

e r 13 
. 


882 


e 


Sr ESE P re NT nn R..; 
. 7 ty 
2 IL n CAN DST RET 


% - * _— — — 
r — 
n 


aa true nd 
4 LI 7 5 EP 1 83 


255 W 5 
. 


2 Lt: 
5 
7} 
= I wy 
1 
= » 8 
by . 
3 . 
Fi i . 5 A”, 
"of 1 : 
+ . 4 
at — 5 
3 2 * 5 
$2 R 
i 7 
4 þ, oe 
558 
3 . # 
| a E. 
o 4 
* 
1 9 
1 
1 
3 
8 7 
1 te 
* J 
- 3 
3: #84 
be. : 
. ; 
. 
p 
4 
. 
2 
. 
* 
#\ 
1 
_— 
f * 
_ 
* 
— 
. 
13 9 
is 
7 
3 WM 
—_ - 
= 
. $1 
9 
me - * X 
07 1 
4 2 
E 
; | 
1 * , 
*. 
* 
N 
* 
t 


„ c «@ a © M aA «a aA _ 29a 


2» } 4A M I. E I A. 


„ Thus, gentlemen, and ladies, you ſee the ſcene 
* ig cloſed. So here ends the firſt at—and thy; 
« begins the ſecond, : | ee ny 
I have here attempted to lay before you a picture 
of this vice, the horror of which no colours of mine 
can exaggerate, But what pencil can delineate the 
hcrrors of that puniſhment which the ſcripture de. 
„ itt. nf 7 77 . 
And for what will you ſubje& yourſelf to thiz 
-punithment ? or for what reward will you inflid all 
this miſery on another? I will add, on your friend? 
for the poſſeſſion of a woman; for the pleaſure of x 
moment? But if neither virtue nor religion can re- 
ſtrain your inordinate appetites, are there not many 
women as handſome as your friend's wife, whom, 
though not with innocence, you may pofleſs with a 
much leis degree of guilt ? What motive then can 
thus hurry you on to the deſtruction of yourſelf and 
your friend? doth the peculiag rankneſs of the 
guilt add any zeſt to the fin? doth it enhance the 
pleaſure as much as we may be aſſured it will the 
puniſhment ? e ee ul 
* But if you can be ſo loſt to all ſenſe of fear, and 
of ſhame, and of goodneſs, as not to be debarred 
by the evil which you are to bring on yourſelf, by 
the extreme baſeneſs of the action, nor by the ruin 
in which you are to involve others, let. me ſtill urge 
the difficulty, I may ſay the impoflitylity, of the ſuc- 
ceſs. You are attacking a fortreſs on a rock ; 4 
chaſtity ſo ſtrongly defended, as well by a happ) 
natural diſpoſition of mind as by the ſtrongeſt prin- 
ciples of religion and virtue, implanted by educa- 
tion, and nouriſhed and improved by habit, that 
the woman muſt be invincible . even without that 
firm and conſtant affection of her huſband, which 
would guard a much looſerand worſe-diſpoſed heart. 
What therefore are you attempting but to intro- 
duce diſtruſt, and perhaps diſunion, between an in- 
nocent and a happy couple, in which too you can” 
not ſucceed without bringing, I am convinced, cer- 
tain deſtruction on your own head? : Deſi 
| 7 
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CCC 18 
. « Deſilt, therefore; let me adviſe you, from this 
© enormous. erime; retreat from the vain attempt of 
climbing a precipice, which it is impoſſible you 
« ſhould ever aſcend, where you muſt probably ſoon 
« fall into utter perdition, and can have no other 
« hope but of dragging down Journ bel! friend * into 
perdition with you. 1 0 
] can think of but one argument more, and that, 
indeed, a very bad one: you throw away that time 
in an impollible attempt, which might, in other 
« places, crown your ſinful endeavours with ſuccefs. | 
« And ſo ends the diſmal ditty. T“ 
« D—n me, cries one, did ever NET hear fach 
« d—n'd ſtuff? 55 TRE 
« Upon my ſoul,” ſaid another, 0 1 like the laſt ar- 
* gument well enough. There 1s ſome tenſe in that: 
for d—n me it 1 had not” rather go to D—z—s's 
© at any time, than to follow a virtuous b for a a 
5 fortnight.” | | a 
Tom, ſays one of chem, © let us Not the ditey to 
© mulic; let us ſubſeribe to have it ſet by Handel; 
© it will make an excellent oratorio .“. —— 
* D—n me, Jack,“ ſays another, We'll Korg: Tt 
g ſet to a pſalm tune, and we'll: fing it next Sun- 
day at St James's church, and PH TOR a bob, 
dn me.“ l 
Fie upon it, gentlemen; fe upon it? fait a Hay 
who came up, * do you think there is any wit and 
humour in this ribaldry; or, if chere were, would 
* it make any atonement O00 __— religion and 
virtue! 3 


ey-day!' cries one, this is a friar in / good 
© earneſt,” 
© Whatever 1 am, ſaid the mi © ] hope 1 at leaſt, 
Jou are what you appear to be. Heaven forbid; 
* for the ſake of our ee that you ENG be 
- gentlemen,” 2 5 n 


Jack,“ cries one, let us toſs the friar in a 
* blanket,” | 


Mie in a blanket l ald the fear © by the digntty 
of man, J will twiſt the neck of every one of you as 
lure as ever the neck of a dunghill-cock was twiſted. 
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At Which words he pulled off his maſque, and the 
Which the bucks fled away as faſt as the Trojans 


did not think it worth while to purſue any other of 


Booth had not yet ſeen his wife; but as he con- 
cluded ſhe was ſafe with Mrs James, he was not 


had joined him again. Booth had now made theſe 


he was a gay man, he was in reality ſo fond of bis 


ſhepherdeſs again came up, and heard this accuſation 


Indeed, I ſhould almoſt take you for his wife, by 


182 A M E L I 4. 


tremendous majeſty of Colonel Bath appeared, from 


heretofore from the face of Achilles. The Colonel 


them except him who had the letter in his hand, 
which the Colonel deſired to ſee, and the other de. 
livered, ſaying it was very much at his ſervice. . 

The Colonel, being poſſeſſed of the letter, retired a; 
privately as he could, in order to give it a careful 
peruſal ; for badly as it had been read by the orator, 
there were ſome paſſages in it which had pleaſed the 
Colonel; He had jult gone through it, when Booth 
paſſed by him; upon which the Colonel called to 
him, and delivering him the letter, bid him put it in 
his pocket, and read it at his leiſure. He made many 
encomiums upon it, and told Booth it would be of 
ſervice to him, and was proper for all young men to 
read. | Lt Bey 


nnealy. He had been prevented, from ſearching far- | 
ther after her, by-the lady of the blue domino, who 


diſcoveries; that the lady was pretty well acquainted 
with him; that ſhe was a woman of faſhion; and 
that ſhe had a particular regard for him. But though 


Amelia, that he thought of no other woman; where- 
fore, though not abſolutely a Joſeph, as we have al- 
ready ſeen, yet could he not be guilty of premedi- 
tated inconſtancy. He was indeed ſo very cold and 
inſenſible to the hints which were given him, that 
the lady began to complain of his dulneſs. When the 


7 A . A ot. ode i an. ob inte. > 4: owns Wk. 


againſt him, ſhe, confirmed it, ſaying :-* I do aſſure 
you, Madam, he is the dulleſt fellow in the world. 


finding you a ſecond time with him; for I do aſſure 
vyou the gentleman very ſeldom keeps any other 
company. Are you ſo well acquainted with him, 
* Madara?! faid the deine. I baye had that b- 


| © heart, If you had not been the dulleſt fellow upon 


ſhe was fatisfied the ſhepherdeſs was ſome wretched 


you as I have? for your part, indeed, I believe a 


I think, cries Booth, I have heard that voice 


© have uſed with the higheſt barbarity? I will, nat 
* fay ingratitude.“ No, upon my honour,” anfwered 
Booth ——+ Mention not honour,” faid ſhe, thun 

© vretch ; for hardened as thou art, I could ſhew thee 
* a face, that, in ſpite of thy conſummate impudence, 
* would confound. thee: with ſhame and horror. Doſt 
© thou not yet know me? I do, Madam, indeed, 
aulwered Booth; © and I confels, that of all women 


— een 283 

« nour longer than your Lad yſtip, I believe, anſwered 
the ſhepherdeſs. * Poſlibly you may, Madam, cties 
the domino, but L wiſh you would not interrupt us 
« at preſent; for we have ſome duſineſs together.” 
« | believe, Madam, anſwered the ſhepherdeſs, my 
« buſineſs with the gentleman is altogether as impor- 
tant as yours; and therefore your Ladyſhip may 
© withdraw if you pleaſe. - My dear ladies, eries 
zooth, I beg you will not quarrel about me. 
Not at all, anſwered: the domino, ſince yaw are ſo 
« indifferent, I refign my pretenſions with all my 


© earth, 1 am convinced you muſt have diſcovered 
me. She then went off muttering to herſelf, that 


creature whom nobody n lt. 
The ſhepherdeſs overheard the ſarcaſm, and an- 
ſwered it, by aſking-Booth what contemptible wreteh 
he had picked up. Indeed, Madam,“ ſaid he, you 
know as much of her as I da; ſhe is a maſquerade 
© acquaintance like yourſelf,'. Like me repeated 
ſhe. * Do you think if this had been our firſt ac- 
* quaintance, I ſhould have-waſted ſo much time with 


woman will get very little advantage by her having 
© been formerly intimate with you. I do net knew, 
Madam, ſaid Booth, that I deſerve that charactet, 
any more than I know the perſon that now gives it 
me.“ And you have the aſſurance then,“ ſaid ſne 
in her own voice, to affect not to remember me. 


* before; but, upon my ſoul, I do not recollect it. 
Do you recollect, ſaid ſhe, no woman that you 


2 


He . 
» » 
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: Fav the peer and Amelia (ſuch he was now well con- 


I have ſcen that wy — with. him WI this Lo 


10; 


in the world you have the moſt reaſon for what you 
„id., þ 

Here a Jon g dialogue oa ned an the gentlema 
ak lady, whom, I ſuppoſe, I * not mention 
to have been Miſs Matthews; but as it conſiſted 
chiefly of violent upbraidings on her tide, and excuſe 
on his, I deſpair of making it entertaining to the 
reader; and ſhall. therefore return to the Colonel, 
who having ſearched all the rooms with the utmoſt 
diligence, without finding the woman he looked for, 
began to ſuſpect that he had before fixed on the right 
perſon, and that Amelia had denied herſelf to him, 
being pleaſed with her paramour, whom. he had dif 
Covered to be the noble peer. 

He refolved therefore, as he could deb: no ſpot 
himſelf, to ſpoil that of others; accordingly he found 
unt Booth, and aſked him again what was become of 
both their wives; for that he had ſearched * over 
the rooms, and einde find neither of them. 

Booth was now a little alarmed at this account, nd 
een with Miſs Matthews, went along with the 
Colonel in ſearch of his wife. As for Miſs Matthews, 
he had at length pacified her with a promiſe to make 
her a viſit; which, promie ſhe exterted from him, 
{wearing bitterly i in the moiſt ſolemn manner, unleſs 
he made it to her, ſhe would. expoſe] both him and 
herlelt, at the maſquerade. © | 

As he knew the violence of the lady's matey and 
to what heights they were capable of riſing, he was : 
obliged to come inte theſe terms; for he had, I am 1 
convinced, no fear upon earth equal to that of Ame» 
lha's knowing what it was in the power: of Miſs Mat. 
thews to communicate to her, and which to conceal ; 
from her, he had already undergone ſo mach-uneaſmels. | 

The Colonel led Booth to the place where he had 


-vinced ſhe was) ſitting together. Booth no ſooner faw 
her, than he ſaid to the Colonel, © Sure that is my wife 


in converſation with that maſk. I took her for 


your lady myſelf, ſaid the Colonel, 5 but I found! 
was miſtaken. Hark ye, that. is my Lord = an 


This „ e ar at a Title 3 and out 
of the hearing of the ſuppoſed Amelia; when Booth 


| looking ſtedfaſtly at the lady, declared Wich an, gath, 


that he was Poſitive the Colonel was in the right, She 
then beekoned to him with her fan; upon which he 
went directly to her; and ſhe aſked him to go home, 
which he very readily conſented to. The peer then 
walked off; the Colonel went in purſuit of his wife, 
or of ſome other woman; - and Booth and his lady 
returned 1 in two chairs to their lodgin 85. | 


CHA P. III. 


| Conſequences of the eee not uncammon nor Te 


prijinge 


# 8 HE lady getting firſt out of how dialer; ran 15 


ſtily up into the nurſery to the children; for 
fuch was Amelia's conſtant method at her return home, 
at whatever hour. Booth then walked into the di- 
ning room, where he had not been Jong before: Ame: 
lia came down to kim, and with a moſt chearful coun- 
tenance, ſaid, My dear, I fancy we have neither of 
us ſupped ; ſhall I go down and ſee whether there i is 
any cold meat in the houſe? | 
* For yourſelf, if you plcaſe,” anſwered Booth; 
* but I ſhall eat nothing.“ 
How, my dear, ſaid Amelia, 1 hope you ned | 
not loſk your appetite at the maſquerade? For 
ſupper was a meal at which he enn ate very 
heartily, | - 
I know not wall what I kaveloſ; ' ſaid Dori I 
find myſelf diſordered, My head aches, 1 know 
not what is the matter wit me.. | | 
* Indeed, my dear, you frighten me,” aid Ane 
* you look indeed diſordered. I wiſh the maſquerade 
* had been far enough, before you had gone thither.? 
Would to Heaven it had !* cries Booth; but that 
* 1s over now, But pray, Amelia, anſwer me one 
* queltion, who was that nme with you: when 
* came up to you?” | 
* The gentleman, my dear?” faid Amelia, 5 what 
Sentleman?? 
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The gentleman, the nobleman, when L came wp; 
© ſure I ſpeak plain.“ 

Upon my word, my dear. 1 dow t ariderſtanÞ yon? 
at: ſhe; I did not know one perſon at th 


9 maſquerade.” | : 1 
How! ſaid he, what, fwend the whole evening 
. With à maſque without knowing hing?*”; <1 


Why, my en ſaid ſhe, vou know We were not 
4 wn ee | 
II I know we were not,” ſaid-he; © but kat Wan 
| to the purpole? ſure you anſwer me ſtrangely, I 
know we were not together; and therefore [ ak 
you whom you were with ?? 

* Nay, but, my dear, ſaid The, © cari I tell people 
in mafgues ?* Pe 
I. ſay again, Madam,” ſaid he, would vou con- 
« verſe two hours or more with a maſque whom you 

did not know? 


Indeed, child, ſays that 1 hand nothing of the 


methods of a maſquerade ; for I never was at one 


in ee 
I with to Heaven you had not hen at this!” cries 


Booth. * Nay, you will wifh ſo yourſelf, if you tell 


me truth.---What haze I ſaid? do I, can I, ſuſped 
vou of pot ſpeaking truth ?---Since you are ignorant 


then I will inform you, the man you. have ene. 


fed with was no other than Lord -- » 
And is that the reaſon,” laid ſhe, +: you. wiſh) 
had not been there?” | 
And is not that at” anſwered rn . - ſufficient? 
Is he not the laft man upen earth with. whom 
* would have you converſe?? 
So you really with then. that I bad 08 ben 
« the maſquerade?” _ 
I do,“ cried he, « fram my ate yg! e 
2:6 Se: may I ever be able,” cried ſhe, * to. o indulge you 
* a every wiſk as in this.---I was nor there,, 
Doe. not trifle, Amelia,” cried he; © you would nod 
6 jet with me, if you knew the fituation of my mind.” 
Indeed, I do not jeſt with you,” ſaid ſhe. * Upon 
£ my honour, I was not there. Forgive me this firſt 
« deceit ever practiſed, and, indeed, it aal 77 
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A M E IL 1 2. IN 
« ]aſt; for I have paid ſeverely for this by the unea- 
ſineſs it hath given me.“ She then revealed. to him | 
the whole ſecret, which was thus: | 

| think it hath been already mentioned in fn part 
er this hiſtory, that Amelia and Mrs Atkinſon were 
exactly of the ſame make and ſtature, and that there 
was likewiſe a very near reſemblance between their 
voices, When Mrs Atkinſon, therefore, found that 
Amelia was ſo extremely averſe to the maſquerade, ſhe 
propoſed to go thither in her ſtead, and to pals. n | 
Booth for his own wife. 

This was afterwards very — ly . for when 
they left Booth's lodgings, Amelia, who went laſt to 
her chair, ran back to fetch her maſque, as ſhe pretend- 
ed, which ſhe had purpoſely left behind. She then 
whipped off her domino, and threw it over Mrs At- 
knion, who ſtood ready to receive it, and ran imme- 
diately down ſtairs, and ſtepping into Amelia's chair, 
proceeded with the reſt to the maſquerade. 

As her ſtature exactly ſuited that of Amelia, ſne Aa | 
very little difficulty to carry on the wnpoſttion.; for, 
belides the natural reſemblance of their voices, and the 
opportunity of ſpeaking in a feigned one, ſhe had 
ſcarce an intercourſe of fix words with Booth during : 
the whole time; for the moment they got into the 
eroud, the took the firlt opportunity of flipping from 
him. And he, as the reader may remember, being 
ſeized by other women, and concluding; his wife to be 
fate with Mrs. James, was very well ſatisfied, till the 
ag, let him en the neee as we bare ſeen 55 

efore. | | 

Mrs. Atkinſon, the moment ſhe came > hams ran up 
airs to the nurſery, where ſhe found Amelia, ank 
told her in haſte that ſhe might very eaſily carry on 
the deceit with her huſband ; for that fhe might tell 
him what ſhe pleaſed to- invent, as they had not Veen 
a minute together during the whole evening. 

Booth was no ſooner ſatisfied that his wife had not 
been from home that evening, than be fell into rap- 
tures with her, gave her a thouſand tender careſſes, | 


e his own judgment, acknowled * the ne 


mn ANELTA Mi 


of hers, and vowed never to oppoſe her will more in 


any one initance during his life, | 
Mrs Atkinſon, who was {till in the nurſery with 
her maſquerade dreſs, was then ſummoned down 
ſtairs; and when Booth faw her, and heard her ſpeak 
in her mimie tone, he declared he was not ſurpriſed 
at his having been impoſed upon; for that if they 
were both in the ſame diſguiſe, he ſhould ſcarce be 
able to diſcover the difference between them. 


They then fat down to half an hour's chearful eon 


verſation; after which, they retired all in the meſt 
perfect good humour. ; e 


© H K IV. 
Conſequences of the maſquerade. 


W HEN Booth roſe in the morning, he found in 
0 his pocket that letter which had been deli- 
vered to him by Colonel Bath, which, had not chance 
brought to his remembrance, he might poſſibly have 


never recollected. | | 


+ He had now, however, the curiofity to open the 


letter, and beginning to read it, the matter of it 
drew him on, till he peruſed the whole; for, notwith- 
ſtanding the contempt caſt upon i by thoſe learned 
critics the bucks, neither the ſubject, nor the manner 
in which it was treated, was altogether contemptible. 
But there was ſtill another motive which induced 
Booth to read the whole letter; and this was, that 
be preſently thought he knew the hand, He did, 
indeed, immediately conclude it was Dr Harriſon; 
for the Doctor wrote a very remarkable ene; and this 
letter contained all the particularities of the Doctors 
, mT” e eee i 
He had juſt finiſhed a ſecond reading of this letter, 
when the Doctor himſelf entered the room. The good 
man was impatient to know the ſueceſs of Amelia's 
ſtratagem; for he bore towards her all that love which 
efteem can crete in a good mind, without the afliſt- 
ance of thoſe ſelfiſh conſiderations, from which the 
love of wives and children may be ordinarily * 
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The latter of which Nature, by very ſubtle and refined 
reaſoning, ſuggeſts to us to be part of our dear ſelves; 
and the former, as long as they remain the objects of 
our liking, that ſame Nature is furniſhed with very 
plain and fertile arguments to recommend to our af - 
fections. But to raiſe that affection in the human 
breaſt, which the Doctor had for Amelia, Nature is 
forced to uſe a kind of logic, which is no more under- 
ſtood by a bad man, than Sir Iſaac Newton's doctrine 
of colours is by one born blind. And yet in reality it 
contains nothing more abſtruſe than this, that an in- 
jury is the object of anger, danger of fear, and praiſe 


of vanity: for, in the tame ſimple manner, it may be 


aſſerted, that goodneſs is the object of love. = 


The Doctor enquired immediately for his child (for 


ſo he often called Amelia); Booth anſwered, that he 


had left her afleep; for that ſhe had had but a reſtleſs 


night. I hope the is not diſordered by the maſque- 


rade, cries the Doctor. Booth anſwered, He be- 
lieved ſhe would be very well when ſhe waked. I 
* fancy,” ſaid he, her gentle ſpirits were a little too 
much fluttered laſt night; that is all “I 
* hope then, ſaid the Doctor, you will never 
* more inſiſt onꝰ her going to ſuch places, but know 
your own happineſs in having a wife that hath the 
diſcretion to avoid thoſe places, which, though 
perhaps they may not be, as ſome repreſent them. 
© ſuch brothels of vice and debauchery, as would im- 
peach the character of every virtuous woman who 
was ſeen at them, are certainly however ſcenes of 
riot, diſorder and mtemperance, very improper to 
; be frequented by a chaſte and ſober Chriſtian mæ- 
e | e e e 
Booth declared, that he was very ſenſible: of his- 
error; and that ſo far from foliciting his wife to gd 
to another maſquerade, he did not intend ever to go 
thither any more himſelf. . e 
The Doctor highly approved the reſolution; and 
then Booth ſaid; * And I thank you, my dear friend, 
as well as my wife's diſcretion, that ſhe was not at 


* 


© the maſquerade laſt night.“ He then related to the 


Doctor the diſcovery of che plot; and the good man 


5 mY . 
— + —_ — $6.d 
COTE. Tc. 
"7 ge ot 


nnn Box, 


© own. Here it is, Sir. Do you own Une labors Doe. 


5 << 4 _ * is * 
La — — — * TH =. aps — a 
B pets Sh reno er >> oe. DOES 
— . $ o a ht . N 2 7 \ »> * * 
3 —— 9 3 = 
X e I E 2 bes 3 *. 
In * . % 9 : 23 | 
Wren” at . «4 — „ 
= 
: 


- ©. racter of ſuch a huſband. It is well I am nat fo at! 
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„ a „ „ „ 


was greatly pleaſed with the ſucceſs of the ſtratagen 
and that Booth took it in ſuch good part. 
But, Sir,” ſays Booth, I had a letter given me 
£ © by a noble colonel! there, which is written in a band 
© io very like yours, that I could almoſt ſwear to it. 
Nor is the ſtile, as far as I can gueſs, unlike you 


tor, or do you not ?* 
The Doctor took the letter, and having Jocked at 


at a moment, faid—* And did the Colonel a e 
give you this letter? 


The Colonel Wande i „ Buochs I 

Why then,” cries the Doctor, he is rs thi 101 1 

* impudent fellow that the world ever produced. What, | 

did he deliver it with an air of triumph?“ | Fl 
© He deliveredit to me with air ck cries Booth, 


after his own. manner, and bid me read it for my ; 


* edification, To fay the truth, I am a little ſurpriſed Wl. 


that he ſhould ſingle me out of all mankind to deli- 
ver the letter to; I do not think I deſerve the cha- c 


forward to take an affront as ſome folks. 

I am glad to fee you are not,“ ſaid the Dodr; 
and your behaviour in this affair becomes both the 
man of ſenſe and the Chriſtian: for it would be 
ſurely the greateſt folly, as well as the moſt daring 
impiety, to riſque your own life for the impertinence 
of a fool. As long as you are aſſured of the virtue 
of your own wife, it is wiſdom in you to deſpiſe the 
eforts of fuch a wretch. Not indeed that your wite 
accuſes him of any downright attack, though ſhe 
hath obſerved enough in his behaviour W gre of- 
ſence to her delicacy 

© Yon aſtonifth me, Dodo? faid Been 8 What 
can you mean? my wife diſlike his behaviour! 18 
the Colonel ever offended her? 

I do not ſay he hath ever offended her by any 
open declarations.—Nor hath he done any thing, 
which, according to the moſt romantic notion of 
honour, you can or ought te reſent ; but there is 
ſomething extremely nice in 5 e oe a truly 
virtuous woman. EN: 1 225 


7eri me 


k. 
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And hath my wife really complained of any thing 
« of that kind in the hben! et 

Look ye, young gentleman,” cries the Doctor, [ 
« will have no quarrelling, or challenging; 1 find I 
have made ſome miſtake, and therefore I inſiſt upon 
Hit, by all the rights of friendſhip, that you give me 
« your word of honour you-will-not quarrel with the 
Colonel on this account,' _ | - 2, 

« ] do with all my heart,” ſaid Booth; for ff I 
did not know your character, I ſhould abſolutely 
think you was jeſting with me. I do not think you 
have miſtaken my wife, but I am fure ſhe hath miſ- 


taken the Colonel; and hath miſconſtrued ſome 
« overitrained point of gallantry, ſomething of the 


« quixotte kind, into a deſign againſt her chaſtity ; 
© but I have that opinion of the Colonel, that I hope 
you will not be offended, when 1 declare I know not. 


© which of you two I ſhould be the ſooner jealous of.” 


] would by no means have you jealous of any one, 
cries the Doctor; *© for I think my child's virtue may 
© be firmly relied on; but I am convinced ſhe would 
not have ſaid what ſhe did to me, without a cauſe; 
© nor ſhould I, without ſuch a conviction, have writ- 
ten that letter to the Colonel, as 1 own to you I did. 
However, nothing, I ſay, hath yet paſt, which, even 
in the opinion of falſe honour, you are at liberty to 
* reſent; but as to declining any great intimacy, if, 
you will take my advice, I think that would be 


© prudent.” 


© You will pardon me, my deareſt friend,” ſaid 


Booth; © but I have really ſuch an opinion of the Co- 
* lone), that I would pawn my life upon his honour; 


and as for women, Ido not believe he ever had an 
attachment to any N 


* Be it ſo,” ſaid the Doctor. I have only two 
things to inſiſt on. The firſt is, that if ever you 
change your opinion, this letter may not be the ſub- 
ject of any quarrelling or fighting; the other is, that 


you never mention à word of this to your wife. By 


* the latter I {hall jee whether you can keep a ſecret; 
and if it is no otherwiſe material, it will be a whole- 


” 
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© ſome &erciſe to your mind; for the practice of any 
virtue is a kind of mental exerciſe, and "vel to 
© maintain the health and vigour of the ſoul.” 

II faithfully promiſe both, cries Booth. And now 
the breakfaſt entered the room, as dich ſoon after 
Amelia and Mrs Atkinſon. 

- The converſation ran chiefly on "1h maſquerade; 
and Mrs Atkinſon gave an account of ſeveral adven. 
tures there; but whether ſhe told the whole truth with 
regard to herſelf, I will not determine; for certain it 
is, the never once mentioned the name of the noble 
peer. Amongſt the reſt, ſhe ſaid there was a young 
fellow that had preached a ſermon there upon a ſtool, 
in praiſe of adultery, ſhe believed; for ſhe could not 
get near enough to hear the particulars; 
During that tranſaction, Booth had been engaged 
with the blue domino, in another room, ſo that he 
knew nothing of it; ſo that what Mrs Atkinſon had 
now ſaid, only brought to his mind the Doctor's letter 
to Colonel Bath; for to him he ſuppoſed it was writ- 
ten; and the idea of the Colonel being a lover to Ame- 
Ka, truck him in ſo ridiculous a light, that it threw 
him into a violent fit of laughter. | 
The Doctor, who, from the natural jealbuſy of an 
author, imputed the agitation of Booth's muſcles to 
his own ſermon, or letter on that ſubject, was a little 
FLOG; and ſaid gravely : © I ſhall be glad to know 

© the reaſon of this immoderate- mirth. Is adultery 
© a matter of jeſt in your opinion? „„ 

Far otherwiſe, anſwered Booth. But how is 

it poſſible to refrain from laughter at the idea of a 
«© fellow preaching a One in favour of 1 it at fuch a 

place? N „ S's 

I am very ſorry,” cries the Doctor, © to find the 

age is grown to ſo ſcandalous a degree of licentiouſ- 

neſs, that we have thrown off not only virtue, but 
decency. How abandoned mult be the manners of 
any nation where ſuch inſults upon religion and mo- 
© rality can be committed with impunity! No man is 
fonder of true wit and humour than myſelf; but to 
profane ſacred things with jeſt and ſcoffing is a ſure 
ſign of a weak and a wicked mind. It is the ver) 
2 | 
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Therſites. The ladies muſt excuſe my repeating 
« the paſſage to you, as | know you * Greek 
« enough to underſtand | = 
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And immediately adds, 


c *. ice Je &vnp ud IA * 


0 Horace again defcribes fuch a raſcal. 
— Selutos 
Qui caplat riſus hominum Jamamgue e . 
And lays of him, £4 
. Hic niger oft, rr 1 Romant, caveto $f 


O charmins Homer) faid Mrs Atkinson, 88. bow. 
much above all other writers!!! 0 

© I aſk your pardon, Madam,” ſaid the Doctor: 1 6 5 
forgot you was a ſcholar; but, indeed, I did not 
know you underſtood Greek as well as Latin. 

© I do not pretend,” ſaid ſhe, to be a critic in the 


Creek; but I think I am able to read a little of 
s Homer, at leaſt with the help of "RE now wg 


then into the Latin.“ 
Pray, Madam,“ ſaid the Doors by bow 40 you 


© like this ran in the ſpeech of Hector to Andro- 


s mache! N 


* 


- * Thus paraphraſed by Mr ont 
„Avid by no ſhame, by no reſpect 8 
In ſcandal buſy, in reproaches bold: x 
© With witty malice ſtudious to defame, 
„ Scorn all his joy, and laughter all his aim.“ 


He was the greateſt ſcoundrel i in the whole FRY 


{} © Who trivial burſts of laughter ſtrives to raiſe, 
And courts of prating petulance the praife.” 
FRANCIS. 


8 15 This n man is black, do thou, 0 Ie ſhun this man." 
Vor. II. R 


— 


L 

* 
2 
z 
n 
+ 

. 
g 
4 
} 
* 
i 1 
q 
0 
7 
I; 


— 


290 4 N E I 1 4. Bock X. 


o 
L 


* — 3 N 76% enurig Tov Ge 9 
5 Ac 1 Bd Thy, S AfhE,Loioi x 
6 Ef xor kot * Fou *. 


Or how do. you like the character of Hippoda. 
mia, who, by being the prettieſt girl, and beſt 
workwoman of her age, got one of the beſt huſbands 
in all Troy ?---I think, indeed, Homer enumerate 
her diſcretion with her other. qualifications ; | but ! 
do not remember he gives us one character of a wo- 
man of learning.—------Don't you conceive this 
to be a great omiſſion in that charming poet? How: 
ever, Juvenal makes you amends, for he talks ve 
* abundantly of the n of che Roman ladies | in 
= his time,” 
* You are a provoking man, Door, faid Mrs At. 
Linſon, Where is the harm in a woman's . 
< learning as well as a man?' 
Let me aſk you another queſtion,” 6d the Dodger, 
Where is the harm of a man's being a fine performer 
«< with a needle as well as a woman? And yet, an- 
< ſwer mg honeſtly, would you greatly chuſe to. marry 
a man with a tchimble upon his finger? Would you 
nin earneſt think a needle became the hand. 4 your 
< huſband.as well as a halberd.?* | 
As to war, I am with you,” ſaid ſhe... 4 Homer 
4. himſelf, I well remember, makes Hector tell bis 
< wife, that warlike works-------What is the Greek 
© word : Polemy - —ſomething—.—be. 
- © lobged © men only; and I readily agree to it. | 
hate maſculine woman, an Amazon, as: much as 
vou can do: brit what is there maſculine in learn · 
4 ing?“ 
pe _ ſo maſculine, take ay word. for i it. AS 
for your Polemy, I look upon it to be the true cha- 


* Go home and mind your own büßt dell b Follow yer * 
g, aud a your 1 1 to o their works 1 


* . 


Chap. 1. 
+ racteriſttc of a devil. beer Homer every n | 


- ried a man 1 1s not; 


earth with a ſtarched pedant, who was, poſſeſſed of 


an the Doctor, fearing he had gone too far, began 


Fave”. of 
Tias 
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racteriſes Mars.“ | 

Indeed, my dear, cries the Serjennt, you ha 
better not diſpute with the Doctor; for pant wy: 
« word he will be too hard for you,” 

« Nay, I beg you will not interfere, eries Mrs At. 
kinſon, 1 am {ure you can be no e = in theſe 
matters. 

At which the Dor and Booth burſt into a loud. 
laugh; and Amelia, though fearful of giving her- 
friend offence, could not forbear a gentle traile. 

© You may laugh, gentlemen, if you pleaſe, 1 5 
Mrs Axkinſen; but I thank Heaven, I have. mar- 
us of my underſtanding. 
© I ſhould have been the molt miſerable woman upon 


© that nonſenſical opinion, that the difference of ſexes. 
© cauſes any difference in the mind: Why don't you. 
"4 honeſtly avow the Torkith notion, that women have: 
no ſouls ? for you ſay the-ſame thing in effect.“ 
Indeed, my dear, cries the: Serjeant, greatly 
concerned to fee his: wife erde he ee miſta⸗ 
ken the Doctor.“ 
Il beg, my dear,“ cries ſhe, yon wil} ur netting 
* upon. theſe ſubjeRs;—1 hope you at lealt- do not de- 
ſpiſe my underſtanding. 
© I aſſure you, I do not, ſaĩd the Serjeant, and I 
hope you will never deſpiſe mine; for a man may 
have ſome underſtanding, I hope, without learning.” 
Mrs Atkinfon-reddened extremely at theſe words; 


to ſoften. matters, in which Amelia aflifted him. By 
theſe means, the ſtorm rifing in Mrs Atkinſon before 
vas in ſoine meaſure laid, at leaſt ſuſpended from 
buyting at preſent; but it fell afterwards upon the 
Poor Serpeant's head in a torrent; who had learned per- 
haps one maxim from his trade, that a cannon-ball al- 
ways doth miſchief in pro ro the reſiſtance it 
meets with; and chat nothing ſo effectually deadens- 
its force as a wool- pack. The Serjeant therefore bore 
all with patience ; and the idea of a wool- pack, per- 
ny, bringing that of a feather-bed into his head, he 

2 | at 


1 - 


1 MR benz 


at laſt not only quieted his wife z but the cried out 

with great ſincerity, * Well, my dear, I will fay 
oy thing for you, that I believe from my foul, 
* though you have no learning, you have' the delt 
0 underſtanding of any man upon earth; and I mug 
* own I think the latter far more profitable. of the 
"£70." <7” 

4 Bar different was the idea ſhe entertain of: the 
Doctor, whom, from this day, ſhe conſidered 23 
a conceited pedant ; nor could all Amelia 8 endeavours 
ever alter her ſentiments. 

The Doctor now took his leave of Booth and his 
4 for a week, he intending to fet out within an 
hour or two with his old friend, with whom our 
readers were a little acquainted at the latter end of 

the ninth book, and of whom, perhaps, they did not 

; then conceive the moſt favourable opinion. 

Nay, I am aware that the eſteem which ſome rea- 
ders before had for the Doctor, may here be leſſened; 
ſince he may appear to have been too eaſy a dupe to 
the groſs flattery of the old gentleman. If there be 
any ſuch critics, we are heartily forry as well for-them 
as for the Doctor; but it is our buſineſs to diſcharge 
the part of a faithful hiſtorĩan, and to deſcribe min 
nature as it is, not As we would pr it to be. 


06247 © He A N 
FA which Colonel Bath appears in great glory. 5 


HAT afintuont; as Booth was walkin in the 
Park, he met with Colonel Bath, who pre- 
fently aſked him for the letter which, he had given him 
the night defore ; 1 which Booth e 

returned it. | 
Don't you think,“ cries Bath, * it is ute wi 
great dignity of expreſſion a an cmophaſi of—of—of 

judgment? 

am ſurpriſed, though,” eries Booth, * that: any 
one ſhould write ſuch a letter to you, Colonel. 

To me ?* ſaid Bath. What do you mean, Sr? 

; Hops; = don't i any man durſt write 


+ 4 > * 4 N 
* . + * 


Chap. $- 
« who thought me capable of debanching: . nn 


« ſee it is anonymous.“ 


have ſeen or heard of about town, that are, d- n. 


AIM E DIA. 1% 
a dn me, if 1 Rüti a mall 


wife, I would dn me.” 
« ] believe, indeed, Sir, cries Booth, * that _ man 
« living dares put his name to . letter: but = 


I don't know what you mean by c ominous,” cries 
the Colonel; but, btalt my reputation, if 1 had re- 
© ceived ſuch a letter, if I would not have ſearched. 
the world to have found the writer. Dn me, I 
would have gone to the Eaft-Indies to have pulled. 
off his noſe.” 5 5 

« He would, indeed, Hate defervedit, A 
gut pray, Sir, how came you by it?? 

I took it, ſaid the Colonel, from a ſort of idle 

© young raſcals, one of whom was reading it out aloud: 
© upon a ſtool, while the reſt were attempting to make 
* a jeſt, not only of the letter, but of all decency,. 
virtue and religion: a ſett of fellowsthat you mult: 


me, a diſgrace to the phos ak of manhood ; puppies 
that miſtake noiſe impudence, rudeneſs and 
profaneneſs, for wit. If the drummers of my com- 

« pany had not more underſtanding than twenty ſuch 
* fellows, I'd have them boch een out of the re- 

eee | 

So then you do not © know the perſon.to- whom Ix 
* was writ?* ſaid Booth. 

Lieutenant, cries the Colonel; 9! your queſtion 
© deſerves no anfwer:.. Longht to take time to con- 
ſider whether I ought not. to reſent the ſuppolition, 
Do you think, Sir, I am acquainted with a raſcal ?? 

© I do not ſuppoſe, Colonel; cries Booth, © that 

you would willingly cultivate an intimacy with ſuck 
* a perſon; but'a man muſt Have good hack, who. 
* hath any e i there are not enen 
* among them.“ 

I am not offended 1 8 you, child,” ſays the Co- 
lonel. I know you did not intend. to-offend me.” 
No man, I believe, dares intend it,” ſaid; Booth, 

B+ believe ſo too,” ſaid the Colonel, din me, I 
know it. n ee child, how tender i am oh 
R 3 | this 
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© ſhould have cleft the mans ſkull who had dared 
look wantonly at my wife. 
It is certainly the molt cruel of all injuitiens fad 
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© not Shakeſpeare that wrote the play about Hotſpur! 
< you muſt remember theſe lines. I got them almoſt 
by heart at the play-houſe ; for I never miſſed tha 
6 play whenever it it was ated, if 1 was in town. 
By Heaven'3 it was an eaſy Wag cee 6 aogqy 
+» © To pluck bright honour into the full moon, 
r, drive into the bottomleſs ep. 1 appr 


but I know it is ſomething about faving your hos 
nour from drowning.---->-Q it is very fine | I fay, 
.d---n me, the man that writ. thoſe lines was the 
greateſt / poet the world ever produced, There is 
di gnity of expreſſion and emphaſis of thinkings den 
me 

Booth ed to he Colonel's eritieiſin, and hn 
cried; © 1 wiſh, Colonel, you would be ſo kind to 

« give me that letter.” The Colonel anſwered, If he 
had any particular uſe for it, he would give it him 
with all his heart, and preſently delivered: it. nd 
4oon afterwards they parted. 

Several paffages now ſtruck all at once ps dec $ 
mind, which gave him great uneaſineſs. He became 
confident now that he had miſtaken one Colonel for 
another; and though he could not account for the 
letter's getting into thoſe hands from whom Bath had 


a, „ aA. a 


\ g 


| Kable io raiſe the tulpicion-of ee * 


bn this ſabjea., If I had been ever married myſelf, 1! 


Booth. How . * een TE " 


But there, where I had treaſured 1 up my foul? 


5 35 That Shakeſpeare,” cries the Colonel, ns a — 
fellow. He was a very pretty poet indeed. Was it 


75 aa Cock I have almoſt 1 * 


taken it (indeed James had dropped it out of his pocket) 
yet a thouſand circumſtances left him no room to doubt 
the identity of the perſon, who was a man much more 


. r IT COYOTE 


Chap. 5. 


Bath, who would at any time have rather fought with 
a man than lain with a woman. 
The whole behaviour of Amelia now ruſhed upon 


his memory. Her reſolation not to take up her reſi- 


dence at the Colonel's houſe ; her backwardneſs even 
to dine there, her unwillingneſs to go to the maſque- 
rade, many of her unguarded expreſſions, and ſome 
where ſhe had been more guarded, all joined together 
to raiſe ſuch an idea in Mr Booth, that he had al- 
moſt taken a reſolution to go and cat the Colonel to 
pieces in his own houſe, Cooler thoughts, however, 


| ſuggeſted themſelves to him in time. He recollected 


the promiſe he had ſo folemnly made to the Doctor. 
He conſidered, moreover, that he was yet in the dark, 
as to the extent of the Colonel's guilt. Having nothing 
therefore to fear from it, he contented himſelf to poſt- 
pone a reſentment, which he nevertheleſs feſolved to 
take of the Colonel hereafter, if he found he was in 
any. degree a delin queen... 
The firſt ſtep he determined to take, was, on the 
firſt opportunity, to relate to Colonel James the means 
by which he came poſſeſſed of the letter, and to read 
it to him. On which occaſion, he thought, he ſhonld 
caſily diſcern, by the behaviour of the Colonel, whether 
he had been ſuſpected, either by Amelia or the Doctor, 
without a cauſe: but as for his wife, he fully re- 
ſolved not to reveal the ſecret to her till the Doctor's 
return. n „ „„ Sn dp ny 1140 > hn 
While Booth was deeply engaged by himſelf in 
theſe meditations, Captain Trent came up to him, 
and familiarly ſlapped him on the ſhoulder. ' + 
They were ſoon joined by a third gentleman, and 
preſently afterwards by a fourth, both acquaintance | 
of Mr Trent; and all having walked twice the length- 
of the Mall together, it being now paſt nine in the 
erening, Trent propoſed going to the tavern, to Which 
the ſtrangers immediately conſented; and Booth-him-- 
elf, after ſome reſiſtance, was at length perſuaded; 
to comply. 0 an N Fe IV bo 


- 


To the King's-arms then they. went, | where the 


| bottle went very briſkly round till after eleven; at | 


which time, Trent propoſed a game at cards, to which 
; 7 propoſal ' 


4 
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| Sopot like wiſe Booth wooaſs was obtamed; ok "= 
not without much difficulty; for though he had T 
turally forme mclmation to gaming, and had Favors TY 
a little indulged it, yer he had entirely left ir off fe FA 
as fift 
Booth and: his 1 were partners, and nad at fir Ks 
fora ſucceſs; but fortune, according to her uſual 5 
conduct, ſoon lhifted about, and perſecuted Booth ' 


with ſuch malice, that in about two hours he was 
tripped of all the gold in his pocket, which amounted 
to twelve guineas, being more than half the call 
which he was at that time worth, 
| How eaſy it is for a man, who is at all mina nit 
the itch of gaming, to leave off play in ſuch a ſitu- 
ation, eſpecially when he is likewiſe heated with li- 
2 leave to the gameſters to determine. Certain ch. 
it is, that Booth had no inclination to deſiſt; but, on wi 
che contrary, was ſo eagerly. bent on playing on, that fa 
he called his friend out of the room, und aſked him for 
ten pieces, which he ner e to payahe T, 
next morning. ne 
Trent chid him For! ukag ſo much. Sormality: onthe ch 
oocaſion: * You know, ſaid. he, dear Booth, you in 
; % may have What money you pleaſe of me; Here is ea 
< a twenty pound note at your ſervice, and if you de 
| want five times the ſum, it is at your ſervice. Me 
f will never let theſe fellows go away with our de 
iin this manner; for we have ſo much the — fp 
© tage, that if the knowing onen were e ny w 
s would lay odds of our fide.  _ = Wt 
But if this was really Mr Trent's opinion, he was d 
very much miſtaken: for the other two. honourable f. 
gentlemen were not only greater maſters: of the game, 
and ſomewhat ſoberer chan poor Booth, having with h 
all the art in their power evaded the bottle; but they BW h 
had moreover. another ſmall advantage over theit ad- f 
a 
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verſaries, both of them, by means of ſome certain 
private ſigns, previouſly agreed upom between them, 
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"Fi being always acquainted with the principal cards in f 
bY each other's hands. It cannot be wothdered therefore, 
i that fortune was on their ſide; for however the wax r 
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chap- . RB 4. 20 
them any countenance when they engage in play 
with knaves. 1 1 2 a ee ln 
The more Booth loſt, the deeper he made his bets; 
the conſequence of which was, that about two in the 
morning, beſides the loſs of his own money, he was 
fifty pounds indebted to Trent. A ſum, indeed, which 


he would not have borrowed, had not the other, like 


2 very generous friend, puſhed it upon him. 
Trent's pockets became at laſt dry, by means 


theſe loans. His own loſs indeed was trifling: ; for the 


takes of the games were no higher than crownsy 


and betting (as it is called) was that to which Bootn 
owed his ruin. 


'The gentlemen, therefore, pretty 
well knowing Booth's circumſtances, and being kindly 
unwilling to win more of a man than he was worth, 
declined playing any longer, nor did Booth once aſk 
them to perſiſt; for he was afhamed of the debt 
which he had already contracted ta Trent, and very 
far from deſiring to enereaſe a, ol 1 1h an gg 
The company then ſeparated. The two victors and 
Trent went off in their chairs to their ſeveral houſes + 
near Groſvenor- ſquare; and poor Booth, in a melan- 
choly mood, walked home to his lodgings. | He was 
indeed in ſuch a fit of deſpair; that it more than once 
_ into his head to put an end to his nuſerable 
eing. VV 3 FFC 
But, before we introduce him to Amelia, we muſt 
do her the juſtice to relate the manner in which ſne 
ſpent this unhappy evening. It was about ſeven - 
when Booth left her to walk in the Park: from this 
ume, till paſt eight, ſhe was employed with her chil- 
dren, in playing with them, in giving them their 
ſupper, and in putting them to. bed. 192 eee Oy 
When theſe offices were performed, ſhe employed 
herſelf another haur in cooking up a little ſupper for 
her huſband, this being, as we have already ob- 
krved, his favourite meal, as indeed it was her's; 
and, in a moſt pleaſant and delightful manner, they 
generally paſſed their time at this ſeaſon, though their - 
fare was very ſeldom of the ſumptuous kinds. 
it now grew dark, and her haſhed mutton was 
ready for the table; but no Booth appeared. Hav- 
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_ ace of trumps being in the 
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ing waited therefore for him a full hour, thegy 
him over for that evening; nor was the much alarme 


at his abſence, as ſhe knew he was, in a Night or 


two, to be at the tavern with ſome brother - oſficeri: 
the concluded therefore that they had met in the Pub 


and had agreed to ſpend this evening together. 


At ten then the ſat down to fupper by herſelf; ft 
Mrs Atkinſon was then abroad. And here we ban. 
Bot help relating a little incident, however trivial i 


may appear to ſome. Having fat ſome time alot 


refſecting on their diſtreſſed ſituation, her ſpiny 
grew very low; and the was once or twice a going ty 


ring the: bell, to fend her maid for half a pint d 


white-winez but checked her mchnation, in order to 


ave the little ſum of ſpence; which ſhe did th 


more reſolutely, as ſhe had before refuſed to grau 
ner children with tarts for their ſupper, from the fad 
motive. And this felf-denial ſhe was very probably 
practiſing to ſave fixpence, while her huſband' wa 
paying a. debt of ſeveral guineas, incurred by [the 

Danids of fri adverſary,” 
IInſtead therefore of this cordial, ſhe took up one oi 
excellent Farquhar”'s comedies, and read it haif through 
whentheclockfinkmg twelve, ſheretired tobed, lea 
the maid to ſet up for her maſter. She would, indent 


have much more williagly have ſat up herſelf; bit 


the deticary of her oαn mind affured her, that Booth 


would not thank her for the compliment. This h , 


deed a method which ſome wives take of upbraidng 
their huſbands for ftaying abroad till too late an how, 
and of engaging them, throngh tenderneſs and good 
nature, never to enjoy the company of their fred 
too long, when they muſt do this at the expenced 
To bed then the went, but not to ſleep. Thricew 
deed ſhe told the diſmal clock, and as often head 
the more diſmal watchman, till her miſerable! hafbmwl 
found his way home, and ſtole ſilently, libe u thit 
10 bed to her; at which time, pretending then fink 

wake, {he threw her ſnuwy arins around him; though 


perhaps, the more witty property of ſnow, uber 
i 22 ? f . W ; 4 : i « ; 5 . <A. 1 3 
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no Addiſon, that is to-fay, i its coldnets, rather belanged 
armed to the poor n 


ht or | 
aceri: Wil - 0 
Farb, BY CH 7 p. 1 = 
f; % Read, gamefter, and lere, 1 
Pe Cans 

ial i 00TH wold not ſo well diſguiſe the agita- 
e alot tions of his mind from Amelia, but that fhe 


ſpirit perceived ſufficient ſymptoms to afſure her that ſome. 
ding u misfortune had befallen him. This made her in her 
punt d turn fo uneaſy, that Booth took notice of it, and after 
breakfaſt faid, * Sure, my dear Emily, [ont hath 
fallen out to vex you.“ 

Amelia, looking tenderly at him, anſwered, x thdeed” 
© my dear, you are in the ri icht. L am indeed extremely 

vexed. For Heaven' s ſake,” ſaid he, what is it?“ 
Nay, my love,” cries ſhe, that you muſt anſwer 

yourſelf, Whatever it is which bath given you all 
that diſturbance that you in vain. endeavour to con- 
ceal from me, this it is which cauſes all my afllic« 
tion.“ 
© You gueſs truly, ng ſweet,” replied'Boath ; 11 
am indeed afflicted, and | will not, nay, I cannot, 


z da conceal the truth from Jou. 1 have undone my 
t Bed {!f, Amelia. 

his 18 * What have you done, child! "os faid the, in ſom 
draidng conſternation, © pray, tell me.” 


have loſt my money at play, anſwered Ke. hy 
© Pugh” ſaid ſhe, recovering herſelf, what fig- 
* nifies the trifle you had in your pocket? Reſolve 
' never to play again, and let it give you no further 
vexation; I warrant you, we will contrive ſome me- 
thod to repair ſuch: a loſs,” 

Thou heavenly angel, thou comfort of my. ſoul! Þ 
mics Booth, tenderly embracing her Then ſtarting 

a little from her arms, and looking with eager fond- 
zes in her eyes, he ſaid, * Let me ſurvey thee ; . 
art thou really human, or art thou not rather ah 
angel in a human . no, cries he, flying 


again 


51 | N N OY 
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, again into her arms, thou art my deareſt wor 


my beſt; my beloved wife.” 11 og 
Amelia, having returned all his careſſes with equal 
kindnefs, told him, fhe had near eleven guingas in 
Her purſe, and aſked how much ſhe mould feteh him. 
— I would not adviſe you, Billy, to cacry tos Wl +; 
much in your pocket, for fear it ſhould be a temp. ( 
tation to you to return to gaming, in order d re. ;, 
' 'trieve your paſt loſſes. Let me beg you, on all | 
© accounts, never to think more, if poſhble, on the 5 
* trifle you have loft, any more than if you. had never | 
„ „ | 
© Booth promiſed herfaithfuly he never would, and WM + 
refuſed to take any of the money. He then heſitated a 
a moment and cried— You ſay, my dear, you Wl 
have eleven guineas ; you have a diamodd ring 
© likewiſe, which was your grandmother's, I believe Wl 
c that is worth twenty pound; and your own and e 
. © the child's watch are worth as mueh more.” MM: 
© I believe they would fell for as much,” cried 
Amelia; for a pawnbroker of Mrs Atkinſon's ac- 
gquaintance offered to lend me thirty-five pounds upon 4 
them, when you was in your laſt diſtreſs.— But ; 
© why are you computing their value now ?? TL 
l I was only conſidering,” anſwered he, how much c 
© xe could raife in any caſe of exigency.* _ 
I have computed it myſelf,” ſaid ſne; and I be- 
lieve all we have in the world, beſides our bare ne- 
ceſſary apparel, would produce about ſixty. pounds: er 
and ſuppoſe, my dear,” ſaid ſhe, * while we have * 
that little ſum, we ſhould think of employingiit | 
ſome way or other, to procure ſome ſmall ſubſiſtence * 
for ourfelves and our family. As for your depen- WM + 
dence on the Colonel's friendſhip, it is all vain, [ 
am afraid, and fallacious; nor do I fee any hopes * 
you have, from any other quarter, of providing for I 
yourſelf again in the army. And though the ſum « 
which is now in our power is very ſmall; yet we 
may poſſibly contrive with it to put ourſelves into G 
ſome mean way of livelihood. | I have a heart, mn e 
Billy, which is capable of undergoing any thing WW « 


| for your fake ; and I hope my hands are as able to, 
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work as thoſe which have been more inured to its 


gBut think, my dear, think what muſt be our wretched. | 


condition, when the very little we now have is all 

mouldered away, as it will ſoon be in this town.“ 
When poor Booth heard this, and reflected that 

the time which Amelia foreſaw was already arrived 

(for that he had already loſt every farthing they were 

worth), it touched him to the quick; he turned pale, 

ee his teeth, and cried. out, , Damnation | this 
is too much to bear.” "EY, 


Amelia was thrown. into the 1 conſternation 5 


| by this behaviour; and, with great terror in her coun- 


| tenance, cried out, Good Heavens | my dear love, 


what is the reaſon of this agony ?' 


« Aſk me no queſtions,” cried he, 5 unleſs you 
* vont drive me to madneſs,” 


My Billy, my love,” ſaid ſhe, © 5 vrhat can be the : 
meaning of this ?—T beg you will deal openly. with, 
me, and tell me all your griefs.“ 


Have you dealt fairly with me, Amelia 2e ſaid he. 


Les ſurely, ſaid ſhe; * Heaven is my witneſs how, 
fairly.“ | 


Nay, do not call CS. cried he, © © to 3 
„qa falſehood. You have not dealt openly with me, 
Amelia. You have concealed ſecrets from me; ſe- 
* crets which I ought to have known, and which, if. 


Thad known, it had been better for us both. E 
© You aftoniſh me as much as you ſhock me, 
ried ſhe, © What falſchood, what Mts have L 
* been guilty of??? 
© You tell me, ſaid "fp that 1 can have no re- 


g 0 on James; 5. why did . not tell me ſo be 
"OFT 2: 2 


I call Heaven again,” Laid e, « to N nay, 


: appeal to yourſelf for the truth of it; I have 
often told you ſo. I have told you I diſliked the 


© man, notwithſtanding the many favours he had 
done you. I defired you not to have too abſolute a 


* reliance upon him. I own, I had once an extreme 


* good opinion of him; but I changed. it, and I. 


acquainted Jens that 1 had . 
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ty 
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But not, cries he, © with the reaſons: why; you r 
changed it. ? 
#4 © ] was really afraid. my Joan, ſaid ſhe, *: -of going x 
too far. I knew the obligations. you had-ts. him; 
sa and if I ſuſpected: that he ated rather from vanit apa . 
1 t than true friend{hip— - a 
wh Vanity! eries he, ts" care, . Amel yo ö 
4 know his motive to be much worſe than var t 
i „A motive, which, if he had piled obligations 0 me $ 
Wt * till they had reached the ſkies, would tumble all donn ; 
85 *- to hell. It is in vain to coneeal it 1 KR Know , 
1. all your confident hath told me all. f | 
17 Nay, then, cries ſhe, © on my knees 1 entrent-you ; 
5 to be pacified, and hear me out. It was, my dear, a 
3 for. you, my dread of your jealous honour, and the , 
„ + fatal conſequences. 
* < Is not Amelia, then,” cried he, equally jealous 
5 of my honour? Would ſhe, from a weak tendernes Wl *© 
"Th for my perſon, go privately about to betray, to un · | 
. dermine, the moſt invaluable treaſure: of my ſoul 1 
3 * Would ſhe. have me pointed- at as the--credylous l 
3 dupe, the eaſy fool, the tame, the kind euckold 
3 * of a raſcal, with whom I converſed as a fend? f 
1 Indeed, you injure me,” ſaid Amelia. Hearen 
* *. forbid I ſhould have the trial; but, I think, Teould 
. * ſacrifice all I hold moſt dear, to preſerve your bo- 
117 nour. I think I have ſhewn I ean. But I will- 
135 * when you are cool, I will —farisfy 200 I have done BY 
444 nothing you e Þ blame.” 
1 1 Mam cool then,” cries he 1 will with} the ; 
2 54 „ greateſt coolneſs hear you. But do not thi ok, , 
FF Amelia, I have the. lealt jealouſy, the Tealt- 12 : 
5 cion, the leaſt doubt, of your honour, It is 9 Th 
"Ps want of confidence in me alone; which I blame? | 
F: Wilen you are calm, cried: e T will fea 
4] and not before.” wo 
1 He aſſured her he was calm; and then ſhe ſald | 
1 Vou have juſtified my conduct 3 preſent: paſ- 
po .*: fion, in concealing from you my ſyſpictons; 
3 they were no more, nay it is Poffiblethey deen ul: 15 


* 8 ſinee the Doctor, in betrayi ying the feeret-to you, 
2 > Kath ſo far falſified my opinionof him, warn 5 


2 


” 
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be as well deveived in my opinion of the Colonel; : 
' ſince it was only formed on ſome particulars in his 


8 ; 6 behaviour which I diſliked ? ? for, UPON my honour, 
ng he never ſpoke a word to me, nor hath been ever 
3-2 « guilty of any direct action which I could blame. 
1 ghe then went en, and related moſt of the circum 


| ſtances which ſhe had mentioned to the Doctor, omit - 
rug one or two of the Propgeſt, and giving fuch = 
arm 10 tile reſt, that, if Booth had not had ſome of 
b i Othello's blood in him, his wife would have almoſt 
nt appeared a prude in his eyes. Even he, however, was 
pie pretty well pacifidd by this narrative, and faid he was 
8 glad to find a podlibilty of che Colonel's ignocence; 
N but that he greatly cemtmended che prudence of his 
1 wife, and only wiſhed ſhe would for the future make ol 
4 zap him her only confulemt.. 
{Mm Amelia, upon-that, expreſſed ſome — againt 
mes the Doctor for breaking his truſt; when Booth, in his 
— 81 ercuſe, related all the circumftances of the letter, and 
zul plainly convinoed her, chat the fecret had dropped by 

: mere accident from the mouth of che Doctor. 
kold Thus the huſband and wife became again Tecon= 
| eiled; and poor Amelia generouſly forgave. a paſſion, 
"SA of which che ſagacious-reader is better-acquainted with 
aud the Teal cauſe, than was chat unhappy Www 5 ORE 


e A P. VII. | | 
h which Booth receives u tit from captain Trent. 


7HEN Booth grew perfectly cool, and begun 

g to reflect that he had broken his word #0 the 
Doctor, in having made the diſcovery to his wife, 
which we have ſeen in the laſt ohapter, tes, Wa 

gave him great ungaſineſs;. and now, to corafort im, 
Captain Trent came to make. him a viſit. This was, 
indeed, almoſt the laſt man in the world, whoſe com- 
pany he withed for; for he was the only man he was 
alhamed to fee, for aveaſon well known to gameſters; 
among whom, the moſt diſhonourable of all things 
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a. AMELAA Bogk X. 

'F Booth made no doubt but that Trent Was come 
on purpoſe to receive this debt; the latter had beef 
therefore ſcarce a minute in the room, 'before Booth 
began, i in an aukward manner, to apologize; - but Trent 
immediately topped his mouth, and faid, 0 Ido not 
want the money, Mr Booth, and you tnay pay it me 


©: whenever you are able; and, if you are never able, 


5 J affure you I will never aſk you for it.“ 
This generoſity raiſed ſuch a tempeſt of gratitude 
in Booth (if I may be allowed the. expreſſion) that the 


fears burſt from his eyes, and it was ſome time before 


he could find any utterance for thoſe ſentiments With 


which his mind overflowed ; but, when he began to 


expreſs his thankfulneſs, Trent immediately ſtopped 
him, and gave a ſudden turn to their diſcourſe. 
Mrs Trent had been to viſit Mrs Booth on the 


maſquerade evening, which vifit Mrs Booth had not 


yet returned. Indeed this was only the ſecond day 
fince ſhe had received it. Trent therefore now told 
his friend, that he ſhould take it extremely kind if 
he and his lady would wave all ceremoby, and ſup 
25 their houſe the next evening. Booth heſitated a 
oment—but preſently ſaid, © am pretty certain my 
uife is not engaged, and I will undertake for her, 
© Lam ſare ſhe will not refuſe any thing Mr Trent 
can aſk. And ſoon after Trent took Booth with 
him to walk in the Park. 
There were few greater lovers A A bottle. (thay 
Trent ; he ſoon propoſed therefore to adjourn to the 
King's-arms tavern, where Booth, tho' much againk 
his inclination, accompanied him. But 'Trent way 
very importunate, and Booth did not think himſelf at 
liberty to-refuſe ſuch a requeſt to a man from whom | 
he had ſo lately received ſuch * „ bs 
When they came to the tavern, wever, Boch te re 
collected the omiffion he had been guilty of the night 
before. He wrote a ſhort note therefore te his wife, 
acquainting her, that he ſhould not come home ta 
ſupper; but comforted her with a faithful promiſe that 
he would on no account engage himſelf in gaming. 
The firſt bottle paſſed in ordinary converſation; 


but, when "they had lapped the ge . 


1 


2 


chap. ). 4 M E L 1 4. 
ſome hints which Trent gave him, very fairly laid 
open to him his whole circumſtances, and declared he 
almoſt deſpaired of wending them, * My chief relief,” 
ſaid he, was in the intereſt of Colonel James; but 
I have given up thoſe hopes.” | 

And very wie hy todo, aid Trent. 1 ſay nothing 
1 of the Colonel's good will, Very likely he may be 
« your ſincere friend ; bar 1 do Hot believe he hath 
« the tereſt he pretends to, He hath had t. 40 
« favours in his own family, to aſk any more 

« while, Bot I am miſtaken if you Have not a CR 


„js both abte and wilting to Tefye you- I dined at 
his table within thefe two days; and I never heard 


tan, than he made uſe of towards you. 1 make no 
doubt, you know whom I mean.“ . 
pon my honour, I do not, anſwered Booth; 
| nor did | gueſs that I had ſuch a friend in the world 
as you mention.” 
i am glad then“ cries Trent, chat 1 have the 8 
pleaſure of informing you of it.“ He then named 
the noble peer, who Kath been already fo often men- 
tioned in this hiſtory, 15 
Booth turned pale, and ſtarted at his name. I for- 
' give you, my dear Trent, cries Booth, * for men- 
' tioning his name to mne, as you are a ſieahger to 
what hath paſſed betweek ds. 
© Nay, 1 know nothing that hach paſſes berweert 
' you, afiſwered Frent. I am ſure, r care i eng a 
2 between you of v days franding, all is 
moo Part. 2 ” 1 
n his forgiveneſs,” Ta: c erhaps 
ow to blaſh dt what 1 have forgiven, . 
* You ſurpriſe me, er es Trent. i r, what can 
© be the matter WE. 
Indeed, my dear Trestę ties Booth; very graves | 
ly, he would kave injuredt me in * tendereſt part. 
know not how to dell it you; but he would have 
diaonoured me with my wife,” hs 
5 dure, you are nt in earneſt aal nered Trent; 
5 1 3. | 1 1 


more powerful friend than the Colonel; one who © 


© kinder nor warmer exprellions from the mouth of 
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Ido not underſtand you, Sir, aid Bosch. 17 ot 


+6 7 


that impoſſible. WY 


: trivances to ſeduce her virtue prion if he did 
this under the colour of eutattanm eie 50 am 
e for yourſelf . 


nature depraved, ſtripped of all its worth and love- 


* g , . 3 


Bock X. 
* but, if you are, you will pardon. me aan thinking 


Indeed, cries Booth, 1 have ſo 1 an opinion 
of my wife, as to believe it impoſſible for Hic to 
ſucceed ; but that he ſhould intend me the favour, 
you wilt not, I believe, think an impoſſibility. 
Faith] not in the leaſt,” ſaid Trent. Mrs Bootk 
is a very fine woman; and if I had the hononr to 
be her haſband, I ſhould not be angry wich ny man 
for liking her. 
But you would be angry,” faid Booth, c witha | 
man, who ſhould make uſe of ſtratagems and con- 


<« Not at all,” cries Trent. * It is Hunan: nature. . 
Perhaps it is, cries Booth; but it is human 


lineſs, and dignity, and degradud genen to a nt 
with the vileſt brutes “. 


Loek ye, Booth, cries Trent, . 1 3 Webs 990 


miſunderſtood. I think, when I am talking to you, Fi 


I talk to a man of ſenſe, and to an inhabitant of this Wl 
country not to one who dwells i in a land of ſaints, 25 


If you have really ſuch an opinion as you expreſs f 


of this noble Lord, you have the fineſt opportunity 
of making a complete fool and bubble of him that I 
any man can deſire, and of making your own for- : 
tune at the ſame time. I do net ſay that your ſu- 
ſpicions are groundleſs; for, of all men-upen earth; Wl © 
I know, my Lord is the greateſt bubble to women; 
though I believe he hath had very few. And- this 
am confident of, that he hath not the leaſt-jealouly | 
of theſe ſuſpicions. Now, therefore, if-you will ad 
the part of a wiſe man, I will undertake that you 
ſhall make your fortune, without the leaſt 8 
the chaſtity of Mrs Booth“. F 


© Nay,” cries Trent, if you will not — TY | 
1 have done. I meant only your ſervice 3 os! 
aneh 1 bad. u you better s i. „ ut u 


E | 98 * 


el. R 2 ORE: - 
Booth be gged him to explain himſelf. * If you 


can, ſaid he, ſhew me any way to improve ſuch 
« circumſtances as I have opened to you, you may de- 


« pend on it l ſhall , 8 15 and own my $ 
obligations to h 27737; nr) 
_ « That is ſpoken like a man,” cries Trent, « Why; I 
« what is it more than this? Carry: your ſuſpicions in 
« your own boſom. Let Mrs Booth, in whoſe virtue 
] am ſure you may be juſtly confident,” go to the 
public places; there let her treat my Lord with com- 
mon civility. only ; : I am ſure he Will bite. And 
« thus, without ſuffering him to gain his purpoſe, you . : 
vill gain yours. I know ſeveral who have Tucceeded py 
with him in this manner,” *: 
Jam very ſorry, Sir, cries Booth, 6 that you a are 
« acquainted with any ſuch raſcals. I do aſſure vous 
rather than I would act ſuch a part, I would ſubmit 
to the hardeſt ſentence that fortune wan pronounce 
* againſt me.. | „ 
© Do as you pleaſe, Sir, ſaid Trent; « 1 1 only | 
* ventured to adviſe you as a friend. But do you not 
think your nicety is a little over-icrupulous ne 
Jou will excuſe me, Sir, ſaid Boot-; but 1 8 
« think no man can be too oy one in points: which 
f concern ui honour,” 


ie) you. cout _ ten times. more mexit 1 2 
jou have. And if you love your wife, as Lam con: 

' vinced you do, what muſt. be your condition, in 
a ' ſeeing her want the neceſſaries of life? 1 
I know my condition is very hard,” cries Booth; 

© but 1 have one comfort init, Which I "will never part 

b vith; and Chat is innocence. As to the mere ne | 
| « cell 6 | 
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© ceffaries of fife, however, it is pretty difficult to de. 


\ 


6 prive us of them; chi 1 am furs of, © one can Want 
them long.. 

Upon my word; Ste? ae Trent, I 4id ot hon 
you had been ſo great a philoſopher, Bur, believe 
me, thefe matters look mueh 1lefs' terrible at a di. 

ſkance, chan when they are acaally preſent. You 
will then find, I am afraid, that howour hath ns 
more fkill in cookery, than Shakeſpeare tells us it 
hath in ſurgery - Du me, if I den't with hu 
Lordfhip loved my wife as well as he doth yours, 1 
promife you 1 would truſt her virtue; and, A 


„ene @A,- 


C ſhould ger the better of it, 1 ſhould have pwoplle a 


s faſhion enough to keep me in countentinee.” 

Their fecond bortle being now almeſt out, Booth, 
without making any anſwer, called for a bill, rent 
preſſed very much the drinking of anvrhet bottle; but 
Booth abſolutely refuſes, and preſently afterward 
they parted, not extremely well ſatisfied with ch 
other. They appeared devil one to the other in di 
advantageous lights of à very diferent kind. Trent 
concluded Booth i0 be a very filly fellow; arid Boot 


to - pr that * was "OY ins vue than 


e M A 7. vitt. 
| Comainy a letter, and other matters, 


7x will now rerurn to Athelta 4 to e fs 


- 4 mediately upon her huſbuwad's departure to 


watk with Mr Trent, 4 porter brought the following 
letter; whick ſhe windy VE 


© Mapa; 


5 «PHE quick difpareh, hieh 1 Bare my 


AK commands, 
of the diligence wick which 1 ba or ac obey Ever 
command that you are pleaſed cc honon? ne With. 


2 I have indeed, in this trifling affair, ated as if 


my life irfelf had been at Rake 5 Haf, 1 know nor 


© duck nay ve vt vor art” 


„ ww - © 42 K. 


Chap. 4 MEL & an 
vas pleaſed to tell me, would oblige the charming 
perſon in whoſe power is not only my happineſs, 
but, as 1 am well perſuaded, my life too. Pet me 
reap therefore ſome little advantage in your eyes, as 
vou have in mine, from this trifling oceaſion: for if 
any thing could add to the charms of which you are 
« miſtreſs, it would be perhaps that amiable zeal with 
which you maintain the cauſe of your friend. I 
hope, indeed, ſhe will be my friend and advocate 
« with the moſt: lovely of her ſex, as I think ſhe hath 
treaſon, and as you was pleaſed to infinuate the had 
been, Let me beſeech you, Madam, let not that 
© dear heart, whoſe-tenderneſs is To: inclined to com- 
i paſſionate the miſeries of others, be hardened only 

© apainſt the ſufferings which itſelf occaſions. Let not 
that man alone have reaſon to think you cruel, Who, 
* of all others, would do the moſt to procure four 
' kindneſs,” How often have I lived over in my re- 
* fexions, in my dreams, thoſe two ſhort minutes we 
© were together? But alas! how faint are theſe mi- 
mickries of the imagination! What would I not 
give to purchaſe the reality of ſuch another bleſſing! 
This, Madam, is in your power to - beſtow on the 
man who hath no wiſh, no will, no fortune, no 
heart, no life, but what are at your diſpoſal. Grant 

' me only the favour to be at Lady ——'s aſſembly. 
' ——You can have nothing to fear from indulging 

me with a moment's. fight; a moment's converſa- 

tion; I will aſk. ng more. I knaw your delicacy, _ 
and had rather die than offend it. Could I have ſeen 

jou ſometimes, I believe the fear of offending you 
will have kept my love for ever buried in my own = 
boſom; but, to be totally excluded even from the 
light of what my ſoul doats on, is what I cannot 
* bear, It is that alone which hath extorted the fatal 
* ſecret from me. Let that obtain your forgiveneis for 

_ me. I need not ſign this letter, otherwiſe than 
wich that impreſſion of my heart which I hope it 
bears; and, to conclude it in any form, no lan- 
„buage hath words of devotion ſtrong enough to tell 
Jou with what truth, what anguiſh, what zeal, what 
"adoration, 1 love you.“ CJ OE „ 


. 


4 


* 5 
E A M E L A. Book I. 
Amelia had juſt ſtrength to hold out to che end 
when ber trembling grew ſo violent, thut ſhe dropped 
the letter, and had probably dropped herſelf, had not 
Mrs Atkinſon come timely in to her. 
_ * Good Heavens ! cries Mrs Aukinſon, | by what i 
the matter with you, -Madatn ?* 
Sh Liaowinor wat: is the matter, ries Much 
but I have received a letter at laſt fran that info 
mous Colonel. | 
vou will take my opinion again. then, I babe 
Madam, ' cries Mrs Atkinſon. * But don't be ſo af: 
fected; che letter caunot eat you, or run away with 
£ you, —Here * Nea, I fee; will you enen 
0 meas ary? 
Kead it with all wy heart, cries Amelia, e al 
give me ane to act; for 1 r 
diſtracted. 
Hey day! Toys Mrs Atkinſon, s here 18 piece f 
«, parchment too What is that? In truth, thi 
parchment had dropped from the letter when Amel il - 
firſt opened it; but her attention was ſo fixed by n 
contents of the letter meh, that ſhé had never read « { 
the other. Mrs Atkinſon had now opened the parchs 
ment firſt; and, after a moment's peruſal, the fir 
flaſbed from ber eyes, and the blood fluſhed-intd 
her cheeks, and the cried out in @ rapture, © RR 
commiſſion for wry huſband ! upon my foul, ++ A 
comtniſſon for my huſband ! and at che ſame tum 
degan to jump about che ron n kind of ane 
it of joy. 
- © What can be the meaning of all this?' eries Ame 
lia, under the bigheſt degree of aſtoniſnment. 
Do not I tell you, my dear Madam, cried the 
that it is a commiſkon for my huſband; and can you 
+ wonder at my being kn 6 At, what I know wil 
* make him ſo happy ?—And now it is all out, The 
jetter is not from the Colonel, but from that noble 
Lord of whom I have told you ſo much. But in- 
* deed; Madam, I have ſome pardons to alk of yu. = 
x * However, 1 1 youre” erst mo A vill 45 


u 


Jou are to know then, Madam, that I had not 
been in the opera- houſe ſox minutes before a maſque 


i the help of the ſqueaking voice, and by attempting 
«to mimic yours, I had pretty well. diſguiſed my 
« own, I was ſtill afraid, if I had much converſation 


hops ic your huſband, he would diſcover me. I walk- 


fo af. ed therefore away with this maſque to the-uppar end: 
| © of the fartheſt room,; where we ſat down in a corn 


* took me for you; and I ſoon after found out who he 
was: indeed, ſo far from attempting to diſguiſe him- 
ſelf, he ſpoke in his own voice, and in his oun per- 
ſon. He now began to make very violent love to 
me; but it was rather in the ſtyle of a great man oſ 


ſhort; he laid his whole fortune av my feet, and bade 
me make: whatever: terms I pleaſed; either for:my- 
' {elf or for others. By others, I ſuppoſe, he meant 
your huſband, This, however, put a thought inte- 
my head, of turning the: preſent occaſion: to ad- 
vantage. I told him, there were two kinds of per · 


come proverbial. in the world; theſe were lovers, 
* and great men. What reliance then could i have 
on the promiſe of one, who united in;hunfelf both 
* thoſe characters? That I had ſeen a melancholy in- 


Ame: © fiance, in a very worthy woman of my aequaintance 


| (meaning myſelf Madam) of his want. of: gonero- 

d che,  fity, I ſaid, I knew the obli gations. that he had to 
nv * this woman, and the injuries he had done her: all 
„ni «hic I was convinced ſhe forgave: for that ſhe had 
* ſaid the handfomeſtithings ini the world oi him tome. 
nob He anſwered, that he thought he had not been defi- 
dient in generoſity to this lady (for- I explained to 


a bim whom I meant); but chat indeed; if ſhe had 


Il tel " ſpoke well of him to me (meaning yourſelf, Mau- 
| 100 ; dam) he would mot: fail to reward her for ſuchan ob- 


: bgation, I then told him. ſhe: had married a very 
5 N deſerving 


« cune- up, and taking ma by the hand., led me aſide. 
«] gave the maſque my hand; i and ſeeing a lady at . 
« that time lay hold on Captain Booth, I'took chat op- 

« portunity of ſlipping away from him: for though by 


together. He preſently. diſcovered to me, that he 


the preſent age, than of an Arcadian ſwain. In 


* ſons, the fallaciouſneſs of whoſe: promiſes: had be- 


Bock 


| Ch: 

2 deſerving man, who had ſerved: 3 iges the army 5 
&, abroad as a private man, and who was a ſerjeant in. Am 
the guards; that I knew it was ſo very eaſy for him b. 
to get him a commiſſion, that I ſhould not think he i 
had any honour or goodneſs in the world, if he ne- * 
glected it. I declared this ſtep muſt he a preliminary " tc 
to any good opinion he muſt ever hope for of mine. No 
I then profeſſed the greateſt friendſhip to that lady WG 
(in which I am convinced you will think me en * |; 


and aſſured him he would give me one of the hi 
< eſt pleaſures, in lettin me be the inſtrument of dong 
her ſuch a ſervice, He promiſed me in a moment to 
do what you ſee, Made n he hath ſince done. And 
4 to you I ſhall always think myſelf. indebted for it, 
I know not how you are indebted to me,” cries 
Amelia. © Indeed, I am very glad of any good for. 
4 tune that can attend poor Arkinſon: but J wiſh it 
had been obtained ſome other way. Good Heavens! 
what muſt be the conſequence of this? What mult 
this Lord think of me, for liſtening to his mention 
of love; nay, for making any terms with him? for 
© what muſt he ſuppoſe thoſe terms mean? Indeed, 
Mrs Atkinſon, you carried it a great deal too far 
No wonder he had the aſſurance to write to me in 
the manner he hath done. It is too plain what he 
©. conceives of me, and who knows what he may 
ſay to others? You may have blown 1 Jaye repu · 
4 tation by your behaviour... 

How is that poſſible?“ anſwered Mrs Atkinſon 
© Is it. not in my power to clear up all matters? It 
- © you will but give me leave to make an appointment 

in your name, I will meet him mylelt, 12 e 
the whole ſecret to him!“ | 

I will conſent to no ſuch appointment, ries 
Amelia, I am heartily ſorry I ever conſented to 
©. practiſe any deceit. I plainly ſee the truth of what 
Dr Harriſon hath often told me, that if one ſteps 
ever ſo little out of the ways of virtue and innocence, I 
© we know not how. we may A ſlide; for all on ways of 
vice are a ſlippery deſcent;” . 

That ſentiment,” icries Mrs Ackinſpo; 5 bs much 


6 older than Dr Harriſon. Omne vitinm in pre livi gt. 
53 416 2422. , However 


% 


Chap. 8: NAMED FA. 277 . 
However new or old it is, I find it is true, cries * 


74 Amelia. But pray, tell me all, tho' I tremble to 
him ( hear . 5.6 | > + : +3 3 . 


Indeed, my dear friend,“ ſaid Mrs Atkinſon, yo 


ne. are terrified at nothing—Indeed, indeed, you are 
nary WM too great a prude. “ | Wen en eee 
nine. do not know what you mean by prudery, an- 
lady frered Amelia. I ſhall never be aſhamed of the 
ious) ſtricteſt regard to decency, to reputation, and to 
biok- WM chat honour in which the deareſt of all human crea- 
long Wl tures hath his ſhare. But pray give me the letter; 
nt to © there is an expreſſion in it which alarmed me when 
And «read it —Pray, what doth he mean by his two 
* fſhort minutes, and by purchaſing the reality of ſuch | 
cries another bleſſing?? e en en, 
bor. Indeed, I know not what he means by two mi- 
viſh ir nutes, cries Mrs Atkinſon, © unleſs he calls two 
vens! WY © hours fo; for we were not together much leſs.— 
mul WM And as for any bleſſing he had—T am a ſtranger to 
-ntion WM it. Sure, 1 hope you have a better opinion of me, 
2-for MW than to think 1 granted him the laſt favour,” © “ 
deed, I don't know what favours you granted him, Ma- 


o far. dam,“ anſwered Amelia, peevithly; © but I am ſorry 
me in WW you granted him any in my name.“ FOR SEN OD G 
at. he Upon my word,” cries Mrs Atkinſon, you uſe- 
may me unkindly and it is an uſage I did not expec at 
repu - Jour hands; nor do I know that T have deſerved it. 
lam ſure I went to the maſquerade with no other 
inſon. view than to oblige you; nor did I fay or do any 
;? If ching there which any woman, who is not the moſt 
went * confounded prude upon earth, would have ſtarted 
eclare at on a much leſs occaſion than what induced me. 
Wal, I declare upon my foul then, that, if I was a 
” cries WI man, rather than be married to a woman who 
ted to i makes ſuch a fuſs with her virtue, I would wiſh my 
wife was without ſuch a troubleſome companion. 
| Very poſſibly, Madam, theſe may be your ſenti- 
ue cries Amelia; © and I hope they are the 
jentiments of your huſband, oO RS, 
J deſire, Madam,“ cries Mrs Atkinſon, you 
would not reflect on my huſband, He is as worthy. 
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man, and as brave a man as Toutes pe, Madam, 
and he is now as much a captain.“ 

She ſpoke theſe words with ſo loud a voice, that At 
kinſon, who was going accidentally up ſtairs, heard 
them; and, being ſurpriſed at the angry tone of his 
wite's voice, he entered the room, and with a look of 

much aſtoniſhment, begged to know what was the 
matter. 

The matter, my dear, cries: Mrs Atkinſon, © is, 
chat I have got a commiſſion for you, and your good 
old friend here is angry with me for Setting it. 

I have not ſpirits enow,” cries Amelia, to an- 
© ſwer you as you deſerve; and, if I had, you are be- 


© low my anger.” 


I do not know, Mrs Booth, p anſwered, the other, 
« whence this great ſuperiority over me is derived; 
but, if your virtue gives it you, I would have you 


to know, Madam, that I deſpiſe a prude, as much 


as you-can do a a-. 

Though you have ſeveral times,” cries Amelia, ein · 
ſulted me with that word, I ſcorn to give you an 
ill language in return. If you deſerve any bad ap 

„„ pellation, you know it, without my telling it you. 

Poor Atkinſon, who was more frightened than he 
had ever been in his life, did all he could to procure 
peace. - He fell upon his knees to his wife, and begged 
her to compoſe herſelf; for, indeed, ſhe ſeemed to be 
in a moſt furious rage. 

- While he was in this poſture, Booth, who had 


knocked ſo gently at the door, for fear of diſturbing 


his wife, that he had not been heard in the tempel! 
came into the room. The moment Amelia ſaw him, 
the tears, which had been gathering for ſome time, 
burſt in a torrent from her eyes, which, however, {tc 
endeavoured to conceal with her handkerchief, Ibe 
entry of Booth turned all in an inſtant into a filent 
picture; in which, the firſt 6gure that ſtruck the eſes 
of the Captain, was the Serjeant on his knees to his 
wife, TE 
Booth immediately eried, © What's the meaning 
© of this ?*---but received no ai He then caſt his 
FFes towards MY ond plainly diſcerning: "io | 
ö 


Chap, 8. M Lid & oo 
dition, he ran to her, and in a very tender ꝓhraſe? 
begged to know what was the matter. To which the 
aniwered, Nothing, my dear; nothing, my dear, 
« nothing of any conlequence.” He replied, that he 
would know; and then turned to Axkinſon, and alked | 
the ſame queſtion, 

Atkinſon anſwered, * Upon my honour, Sir, I 
« know nothing of it.-------Something hath paſſed 
between Madam and my wife; but what it is, I 
© know no more than your honour.” 15 . 

« Your wife, ſaid Mrs Atkinſon, hats uſed me 
a cruelly ill, Mr Booth. If you muſt be ſatisfied, that 
© 1s the whole matter. 

Booth rapt out à great oath, nd cried, It is 
' impothble ; my wife is not ey of viag: anyone 

nl,” 

Amelia then caſt herſelf upon her bees to her huf⸗ 
band, and cried, For Heaven's ſake, do not throw 

« yourſelf into a paſſion · Some few words have paſt 
perhaps I may be in the wrong.” | 
Damnation ſeize me, if I think ſo,” cries Booth. 
And I wiſh whoever hath drawn theſe tears from 
your eyes, may pay it with as many drops of their 
' heart's blood,” + 

„Jou ſee, Madam,“ cries Mrs Aist | you 
have your bully te take your part; fo,. I ſuppoſe, 

you will uſe your triumph.“ 

Amelia made no anſwer; but ill kept hold of 
Booth; who, in a; violent rage, cried out, My 
«© Amelia triumph over ſuch a wretch as cho hoo” 
What can lead thy inſolence to ſuch preſumption ? 

« Serjeant, I deſire you'll take that monſter out of the 
room, or I cannot anſwer for myſelf.” 

The Serjeant was beginning to beg his wife to re- 
tire, (for he perceived very plainly, that ſhe had, as: 
the phraſe is, taken a ſip too much that evening), when 
with a rage little ſhort of madneſs, ſhe cried. out, - 
And do you tamely ſee me inſulted in ſuch a man- 

ner, now that you are a gentleman, | and upon a foot 
ing with him? 

Alt is lucky for us all, perhaps, e Beo, 
* that he is not my equal. 
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* You lie, Ren ſaid: Mrs Atkinſon, '* 


I fay, he hath not the ſpirit of a gentleman, nor 6 


Bock N. 


3 be is every 
way your equal; he is as good a gentleman as your. 


* ſelf; and as much an officer. No, I retra& what 


a man neither, or he would: Not bear to ſee his wife 


: 
+ 


* inſulted.” r 


Let me beg of you, my Joint? cries the Serjean, 


* to go with me and compoſe yourſelf,” | 


Go with thee, thou wretch!' cries the; looking 
with the utmoſt diſdain upon him, no, nor ever 
- © ſpeak to thee more,'------At which words ſhe burſt 
out of the room; and the Seren without faying a 


word, followed . 


A very tender and pathetic ſcene now paſſed be- 
tween Booth and his wife, in which, when the was 2 
httle compoſed, the related to him the whole Rory, 
For beſides that it was not poſſible for her otherwile 
to account for the quarrel which he had ſeen, Booth 
was now peſſeſſed of the letter that lay on the floor, 

Ameha having emptied her mind to her huſband, 
and obtained his faithful promiſe- that he would not 
reſent the affair to my Lord, was pretty well compo- 
'fed, and began to relent a little towards Mrs Atkinſon; 
but Booth was ſo highly incenſed with her, that he 
declared he would leave her houſe the next morning; 
which they both accordingly did, and immediately 
accommodated themſelves with convenient apartments 


Vithin a few doors of their fr iend the Doctor. 


E 


Contaizins ro” fore things — abb wee 


TOTWITHSTANDING the exchange of hs 
lodgings, Booth did not forget to ſend an er 


— to Mi Trent, of whoſe converſation he had ta 


ken a full ſurfeit the preceding evenin 


That day, in his walks, Booth met with an old bro- 
ther- officer, who had ſerved with him at Gibraltar, 
He had not, 
indeed, bad the fortune of being broke with is <4 


and was on half-pay as well as himſelf. 


ment, as was Booth; but had out, i :; ca 25 
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Booth, deſired him to lend him alfa crown; which: 


| © ſter's penſion 3 but I have now got an honeſt fe] ow, 


cent.“ 


fum; but, Upon my ſoul,” ſaid he, I have not a 


cep. A MELT X 2 


on half · pay as a lieutenant} a rank. to which he had 
riſen in five and thirty years. 
This honeſt gentleman, after ſome- Aenne with: 
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he aſſured him he would faithfully pay the next day, 
when he was to receive ſome money for his ſiſter. This 
ſſter was the widow of an officer that had been killed 
in the ſea-ſervice.z. and ſhe: and her brother lived to- 
gether, on their joint ſtock, out of which they main-- 
tained likewiſe an old mother, and two of the ſiſter's 
children, the. eldeſt of which was about nine Years old 
© You muſt. know, ſaid the old lieutenant, I have 
been diſappointed this morning by an old ſcoundrel, 
© who wanted fifteen per cent. for advancing m. 11 


— 


* 3 
e 


who hath promiſed rt. me. t0-mOrFoW;. at ten per” 


And enough too, of all conſcience,” cries s Booth;? 2 
Why, indeed, I think ſo too, anſwered the other, 
© conſidering it is ſuve to be paid one time or other. 
To ſay the truth, it is a little hard the government: 
doth not pay thoſe penſions better; for my ſiſter's 
' hath. been due almoſt theſe. two. years; chat i is my; 
« way of thinking.“ 
Booth anſwered, he anne to refuſe himſuich 4 


R 
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r 
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„ſingle half. penny in my. pocket; for I am in a 0 
0 condition, if poſſible, than yourſelf; for} have loſt 
all my money, and what is worſe, I owe Mr Trent, 
vhom you remember at Gibraltar, fifty pounds. 
Remember him! yes, dn him, I remember him 
very well, cries the old gentleman, +* though he 
will not remember me. He is grown ſo great now, 
„that he wilt not ſpeak to his old acquaintance; and 
yet I ſhould be e. 57 mpfer. to be great in Tow | 
a manner.“ 
What manner do- you mean?” cries Booth, a nale 
engerky. + 

Why, pivping,' anfwered the other: + He is 
pimp in ordinary to my Lord „ who keeps his 
family; or how the devil he lives als don't know; 
for his place is not worth three hundred pounds ai 
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year, and he and his wife ſpend a thouſand-at leaſt 

But ſhe keeps an aſſembly, which I believe, if you 
was to call a baudy-houſe, you would not miſ- name 
it. But d—n me, if I had not rather be an honeſt 
man, and walk on foot, with holes in my ſhoes, az 
I do. now, or go without a dinner, as I and all m 

family will to-day, than ride in a chariot, and fea} 
by ſuch means. I am honeſt Bob Bound, and alway 
will be; thai's my way of thinking; and there's no 
man ſhall call me otherwiſe; for if he doth, I will 
knock him down for a lying raſcal; that is my way 
of thinking.“ | TEC DT LT 
© And a very good way of thinking toe, cries Booth, 
However, you ſhall not want a dinner to-day for if 
+ you will go home with me, I will lend you a crown 
with all my heart“. TD] © 3 


o 


* 


Ss * 


© Lookee,' ſaid the old man, if it be any ways in- 
convenient to you, I will not have, it; for I will 
* never rob another man of his dinner, to eat myſelf 
that is my way of thinking.“ ls: 
Poch, ſaid Booth, © never mention ſuch a trifle 
twice between you and me. Beſides, you ſay you 
can pay it me tomorrow; and I promiſe you that 
+ will be the ſame thing.“ | 24 7 e 
+ They then walked together to Booth's lodgings, 
where Booth, from Amelia's pocket, gave his friend 
double the little ſum he had aſked. Upon which the 
old gentleman thook him heartily by the hand, and 
repeating his intention of paying him the next day, 
made the belt of his way to a butcher's, whence he 
carried off a leg of mutton to a family that had lately 
kept Lent without any religious merit. 8 


When he was gone, Amelia afked her huſband who 


that old gentleman was. Booth anſwered, he was one 
of the ſcandals of his country: that the Duke of 
Marlborough had about thirty years before made him 
an enfign from a private man, for very particular me- 
rit; and that he had not long ſince gone out of the 
army with a broken heart, upon having ſeveral boys 


put over his head. He then gave her an account of 


his family, which he had heard from the old. gentle- 


- 
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X. chip. A M E L I A. 223 
alt. man in their way to his houſe, and with which we have? 
you. already in a conciſe manner acquainted the reader. 
ume © Good Heavens l' cries Amelia, what are our 
neſt great men made of! are they in reality a diſtin& 
, a Ml * jpecies from the reſt of mankind ? are. they born 
my without hearts?“ VT 
real One would indeed ſometimes,” cries Booth, be 
vays «inclined to think ſo. In truth, they have no per- 
8 n0 ect idea of thoſe common diſtreſſes of mankind 
will t which are far removed from their own ſphere. Com- 
way © paſſion, if thoroughly examined, will, 1 believe, ap- 
5 pear to be the fellow- feeling only of men of the ſame 
oth, rank and degree of life for one another, on account 
or if ' of the evils to which they themſelves are liable. 
own Our ſenſations are, I am afraid, very cold towards 
| ' thoſe who are at a great diſtance from us, and whoſe 
in- { calamities can conſequently never reach us.“ . 
will WW *« | remember,” cries Amelia, a ſentiment of De 
yſelf ' Harriſon's, which he told me was in ſome Latin 
| book; I am a man myſelf, and my heart is in- 
rifle © tereſted in whatever can befal the reſt of mankind.* 
you That is the ſentiment of a good man, and whoever 
that thinks otherwiſe is a bad one.“ s - 
0 J have often told you, my dear Emily,“ cries 
ngs, Booth, © that all men, as well the beſt as the worſt, 
iend act alike from the principle of ſelf-love. Where 


the benevolence therefore is the uppermoſt paſſion, ſelf- 
and love directs you to 2 it by doing good, and by 
day, * rcheving the diſtreſſes of others; for they are then 


> he in reality your own. But where ambition, avarice, 
itely pride, or any other paſſion, governs the man, and 
keeps his benevolence down, the miſeries of all 
who * other men affect him no more than they would a 
one ſtock or a ſtone. And thus the man and his ſtatue 
e of have often the ſame degree of feeling or compaſſion.” 
him I have often wiſhed, my dear, cries Amelia, to 
me- bear you converſe with Dr Harriſon on this ſubject; 
the for Lam ſure he would convince you, though I can't, 
boys that there are really ſuch things as religion and 
it of © virtue,” e 
atle- This was not the firſt hint of this kind which 


Wan Amelia had given; for ſhe ſometimes apprehended 


from 
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from his diſcourſe that he was little better than an 
atheiſt: a conſideration which did not diminiſh her 
affection for him, but gave her great uneaſineſs. On 
all ſuch occaſions, Booth iramediately turned the dig 
. courſe to ſome other ſubject; for though he had in 
other points a great opinion of his wife's capacity, yet, 
as à. divine or a philoſopher, he did not hold her in a 
very reſpectable light, nor did he lay any great fires 
on her ſentiments in ſuch matters. He now therefore 
gave a ſpeedy turn to the converſation, and began ty: 
talk of affairs below the dignity. of this hiſtary. 


- AMELIA 
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CHAP. 1 195 
Containing a very polite ſcene. 


E will now look back to ſome perſonages, who, 
though not the principal characters in this hi- 
ſtory, have yet made too conſiderable a figure in it 
to be abruptly dropped; and theſe are Colonel James 
and his lady, h en pi 
This fond couple never met till dinner the day af- 
ter the maſquerade, when they happened to be alone 
together in an antichamber before the arrival of the 
reit of the company. EO Tg bp + hs 
The converſation began with the Colonels ſaying 
hope, Madam, you got no cold laſt night at the 
+ maſquerade ?* To which the Lady anſwered by much 
the ſame kind of queſtion, for a6 Sent 
„ They then ſat together near five minutes without 
AR opening their mouths to each other. At laſt Mrs 
| James tzid, © Pray, Sir, who was that maſque with 
you in the dreſs of a thepherdefs? How could you 
* expoſe yourſelf by walking wich ſuch a trollop in 
public; for certainly no woman of any figure would 
* appear there in ſuch a dreſs. You know, Mr James, 
l never interſere in your affairs; but 1 would, 
ou, preſerve 


* methinks, for my own ſake, if I was y 

da little decency in the face of the world.” 
Upon my word,” ſaid James, I do not know 
* whom you mean, A woman in ſuch a dreſs nught 
; peak to me for ought I know—A thouſand people 
bs 1 | EE . © ſpeaks 
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1c 
© ſults: that I may not be told by a dirty trollop 
c 


© monſter, Mr James, 1 think ſhe hath a right to 
be treated, as your wife, with reſpect at leaſt. . 


AM E I + as 
ſpeak to me at a maſquerade. But I promiſe you, 
I ſpoke co no woman acquaintance there that I know 


+ of-----Indeed, I now recollect there was a woman in ; 
Ja drels of a thepherdeſs; and there was another auk. Fs 
ward thing in a blue domino that plagned me a Ml be 
little; but I foon got rid of them.. | ; 
And 1 ſuppoſe you do not know the lady in the Ml kn 

© blue domino neither? - : : 
Not I, I affure you, ſaid James. But pray, why ll © ſa 
do you aik me theſe queſtions? It looks fo like jea- Wil © de 
A 8 | 00 
ſealouſy !” cries ſhe, * I jealous ! ne, Mr James, n. 


I ſhall never be jealous, I promiſe you, eſpecially of WM * 
the lady in the blue domino; for, te my knowledge, Wl ſc 
* ſhe deſpiſes you of all human race.” 1 n 

I am heartily glad of it, ſaid James; * for I never I 
« ſaw ſuch a tall aukward monſter in my life” * (| 
© That is a very cruel way of telling me you knew Wl * 
me. — „ | 

« You, Madam? faid James, - you. was in a il ® 
© black domino,” | „ 

lt is not ſo unuſual a thing, I believe, you your- 
« ſelf know, to change dreſſes,.—I own I did it to di- 
cover ſome of your tricks. I did not think you Will * 
could have diſtinguiſhed the tall aukward monſter | 
« ſo well“ 15 


© Upon my ſoul, faid James, if it was you, 1 E 

did not even ſuſpect it; fo you ought not to be of- 

* fended at what I have faid ignorantly.“ | 

Indeed, Sir,” cries ſhe, © you cannot offend-me 

© by any thing you can ſay to my face —-no, by my . 

+ ſoul, I deſpiſe you toe much. But I with, Mr 
James, you would not make me the ſubje& of your 

* converſation amongſt your wenches. I deſire I may 
not be afraid of meeting them for fear of their in- 


© you make me the ſubject of your wit amonglt 
them, of which, it ſeems, I am the favourite to. 
pic. Though you have married à tall aukward 


— 


K NI Chap. I. | A M E. "Ea I 3A. 227: 
. Mr James, I never ſhall.—-1 think, a wife hath a 
now WM © titl= to that.” 3 1 5 . 
nan u Who told you this, Madam?” ſaid James. : 
Laut Jour flut,* faid ſhe, your wench, your ſhep- 
e a herdeſs.. EF Rs 35 
« By all that's ſacred, cries James, I do not 
in the WM know Who the ſhepherdeis was. | 
3 By all that's ſacred then, ſays ſhe, ſhe told me 
, wh; Wl © ſv—and I am convinced ſhe told me truth. But 1 
e ca. do not wonder at your denying it; for that is equally * 
= © conſiſtent with honour as to behave in ſuch a man- 
mes, ner to a wife who is a gentlewoman.----I hope you 
WM © vill allow me that, Sir.-----Becauſe I had not quite 
« ſo great a fortune, I hope you do not think me be- 
' neath you, or that you did me any honour in mar- 
' rying me, I am come of as good a family as your- 
ſelf, Mr James; and if my brother knew how yo 
© treated me, he would not bear it.?“ | ; 
Do you threaten me with your brother, Madam Y 
ſaid James. | 
I will not be ill treated, Sir, anſwered ſhe. | 
Nor I neither, Madam, cries he; © and therefore 
I deſire you will prepare to go into the country to- 
* morrow morning.“. 5 5 
Indeed, Sir,” ſaid ſhe, I ſhall not. T 
By Heavens, Madam, but you ſhall,” anſwered he 
will have my coach at the door to-morrow morn» 
ing by ſeven; and you ſhall either go into it or be 
carried. 5 +27 
* I hope, Sir, you are not in earneſt,” ſaid ſhe. 
Indeed, Madam, anſwered he, but I am in 
earneſt, and reſolved; and into the country you go 
* to-morrow,” ; . 8 
But why into the country,” ſaid ſhe, © Mr James? 
hy will you be ſo barbarous to deny me the plea- 
* ſures of the town 2? _ 3 11 
HhHecauſe you interfere with my pleaſures, cried' 
James; * which L have told you long ago I would 
a not ſubmit to. It is enough for ſond couples to have 
: theſe ſcenes together. I thought we had been upon 
A dettergfooting, and had cared too little for each 
other to become mutual plagues. I thought you ou 
Re : © hs 
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© been *: "py with the full 8 of doing what 


ny A 


* you pleaſe.” 
* So J am; I defy you to ſay 1 have ever given 


c JOU any uneaſf ne.” 
me with what you heard at the maſquerade ?* 

* Iown,” ſaid ſhe, to be inſulted by ſuch a creature 
to my face ſtung me to the ſoul. I muſt have had no 


ſhe ſpoke of you with equal contempt. W hoever ſhe 
is, 1 promiſe you, Mr Booth is her favourite, But 


behaved like an arrant dragoon,” 


* Hang her,” cries the Colonel, 771 know nothing 


* of her. 

Well, but, Mr 8 am ford you will not 
* ſend me into the country. 
* into the country.” | 

If you was a ag woman,” ene James, 


perhaps I ſhould not deſire it.. And ate hoes 


* conlideration— 
Come, name your conſideration,” ſaid ſhe. 


Let me fir experience your difcernment,” ſaid he 


” i 


Come, Molly, let me try your judgment, 
Can you gueſs at any woman of your acquaintante 
that I like?“ | 
- © Sure,” ſaid ſhe, it cannot be Mrs Booth! P. 
And why not Mrs Booth?“ anſwered he, Is be 
© not the ſineſt woman in the world)? 
« Very - from it,” rechied ſhe, in my opinion.” 


Pray what faults,” ſaid he, can you find in her?“ 
ln the firſt place,“ cries Mrs James, her eyes 


and ſhe batt a look with them that 


© are too large; 
I don't know how to deſcribe ; but I know I don't 
like it. Then her eye-brows are too large; there · 
* fore, indeed, ſhe doth all in her power to remedy 
this with her pincers : for if it was not fer thoſe, ber 

© eye-brows would be prepoſterous, —Then ler noſe, 
as well proportioned as it is, has a viſible fcar on one 
© fide,-—--— Her neck likewiſe is too protuberant for 
the genteel ſive, eſpecially 2s ſhe laces hegfelf: for 
no woman, in my . , can be genteel, ho is not 

PO | c entire 7 


n | 


How, cries he, have you not juſt ne now pride 


Aa 


fpirit to bear the inſults of ſuch an animal. Nay, 


indeed The is nnworthy any one's regard: for ſhe 


Indeed; I will not go 
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entirely flat before. And laſtly, ſhe is both toe 
ſhort and too tall, —— Well, you may laugh, Mr 
James, I know what I mean, though I cannot well 
een it. — I mean, that ſhe is too tall for 2 
pretty woman, and too ſhort for a fine woman. 
There is ſuch a thing as a kind of inſipid medium 
« a kind of ſomething chat is neither one thing or an- 
© other. I know not how to expreſs it more clearly; 
but when I ſay ſuch a one is a pretty woman, a pret- 
« ty thing, a pretty creature, you know very well I 
mean a little woman; and when ſay ſuch a one is a 
very fine woman, a very fine perſon of a woman, to 
be ſure I muſt mean a tall woman. Now a woman 
© that is between both, is certainly neither the one 
nor the other.” IS, 

Well, I own,” ſaid he, you have explained your- 
; elf with great dexterity z but with all theſe i imper 
fections, 1 cannot help liking her. 

That you need not tell me, Mr James,“ anſwer- 
ed the lady; for that I knew before you deſired me 
to invite her to your houſe. And nevertheleſs, did 
© not I, like an obedient wife, comply with your de- 
+ ſires ? did I make any objection to the party you 

© propoſed for the maſquerade, though I knew very 
© well your motive? what can the beſt of wives:do 

more? to procure you ſucceſs is not in my power z 
*and if I may give you my inen I believe Row. 
never will ſucceed with her.“ 

x Is her virtue ſo very impregnable: L Laid be, with 
Aer. | 
er virtue, anſwered Mrs James, © hath the beſt 

guard in the world, which is a moſt ue love for 
her huſband. 

All pretence and affeaation, cries the Gude 
* It is impoſſible ſhe ſhould have ſo little taſte, or, in- 
deed, ſo little delicacy, as to like ſuch a fellow.“ 

b Nay, I do not much like him myſelf.” ſaid ſhe. 
— He is not indeed at all ſuch a fort of man as l 

* ſhould like; but 1 thought he had been San 

allowed to be handſome.” 

He handſome l' cries James. * What, with 4 roſs 


like the proboſcis of an elephant, with the ſhoulders 
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- anſwered ſhe 


Book xt, 


© of a porter, and the legs of a chairman? 1 
* low has not in the leaſt the look of a 
and one would rather think he had foloned the 

« plough than rhe camp all his life. 
© Nay, now I protelt,” ſaid ſhe, 1 think" you ROY 
v injuſtice. . He 1s genteel enough, in my opinion. 
* It is true, indeed, he is not quite of the moſt deli 
cate make; but whatever he is, I am convinced the 
thinks him the fineſt man in the world. 

I ecannot believe it,* anſwered he phemidhivens. 
5 But will you invite her to dinner here to-morrow ?! 

With all my heart, and as often as you pleaſe, 
But I have ſome favours to aſk 
« of you, ——PFirkt, I . 
© of town till I pleaſe,” 

Very well,” cried he. | 

In the next place, ſaid ſhe, © I Ns Ava exon 
* dred guineas within theſe two or three days.“ 

© Well—1 agree to that too, anſwered he. And 
hen ] do go out of town, tao, i go to Tunbridge— 
I inſiſt upon that; and from Tunbridge I go to Bath 

< —— politively to Bath. And 1 promiſe you faith- 
* fully I will do all in my power to c—y Mrs Booth 


; "8 with me. 


On that condition, anſwered he, 1 mu you 
' yon ſhall go where-ever you pleaſe.— And to ſhew 
* you, I will even prevent your wiſhes by my gener 
* ſity, as ſoon as I receive the five thouſand pounds, 
© which I am going to take up on ane of my dates 
© you ſhall have two hundred more.” 

She thanked him with a low curteſie; and he was 


in ſuch good humour, that he-offenedito kiſs her. To 


this kiſs the coldly turned her cheek—and:then firing 
her fan, Taid—-----< Mr James, there is one thing 
] forgot to mention to you -Ichink you intended td 
Ser a commiſſion in ſome regiment abroad for ths 
* young man. Now, if you would take my _ 

© ] know this will not oblige his wife; and beſides, | 
am poſitive ſhe reſolves to go with him. Buri 
you can provide for him in ſome regiment at home, 
i know'ſhe will dearty love you for it; and when he 
is ordered to * ſhe will be left 1 


<< _ & MT, Ay wot — 
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© Yorkſhire or Scotland, I n is as good a dice 
as either of the Indies.“ 

Well, I will do what L can, N ee 4 but 
I] cannot alk any thing yet; for I got two places of a 
hundred a year each for two of my footmen, within 
this fortnight,” | 

At this inſtant a violent knock. at:the dine fgnified | 
the arrival of their company; upon which, both huſ- 


band and wife put on their beſt looks to receive their 


gueſts ; and, from their behaviour to each other du- 
ring the reſt of the day, a ſtranger might have con- 
cluded he had been in W ne with ths fondeſt cou - 
ple in the univerſm. 1 


G e 
Matte ers vs political. 


* 


E FORE we return to Booth, we wil velare a 
{ſcene in which Doctor Harriſon was concerned. 
This good man, wbilſt in the country, happened to 
be in the neighbourhood of a nobleman of his ac- 
quaintance, and whom he knew to have very conſi- 
derable intereſt with the miniſters at that time. | 
The Doctor, who was very well known to this no- 
bleman, took this opportunity of paying him a viſit 
in order to recommend poor Booth to his favour. Nor 
did he much doubt of his ſucceſs, the favour he was to 
alk being a very ſmall one, and to which he thought 
the ſervice of Booth gave him ſo juſt a title. 
The Doctor's name ſoon gained him an admiſſion to 
the preſenee of this great man, who, indeed, received 
him with much courteſy and politeneſs; not ſo much 


perhaps from any particular regard to the ſacred func- 


tion, nor from any reſpect to the Doctor's perſonal me- 


rit, as from ſome conſiderations which the reader will 
perhaps gueſs anon. After many ceremonials, and 


ſome previous diſcourſe on different ſubjeds, the Doc- 
tor opened his buſineſs, and told the great man, that 
he was come to him to ſolicit a ſavour for a young 
gentleman who had been an officer in the army, and 
vas now on half pay. All the favour L alk, my 
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the Doctor. 


perſonal merit of theſe inferior officers; 


if you recommend him, let the perſon be what he 


« Asto that,” my dear Doctor. Cries the nobleman, Wil « 
I ſhall make no doubt. Indeed, any ſervice I ſhall Bil 
do the gentleman will be upon your account. As to 


. neceflity, it is the plea of ſo many, that it is impok lll « 


ſible to ſerve them all. And with regard to the 
believe, | 
need not tell you that it is very little regarded; But 


x, Lord, ſaid he, is, that this gentleman may be again | 
F admitted ad eundem. JI am convinced, your Lord{hip 13 
1 will do me the juſtice to think I would not aſk for 2 I 
"Y + worthleſs perſon; but, indeed, the young man 1 
be. * mean hath very extraordinary merit. He was at 

N the ſiege at Gibraltar, in which he behaved with 1 
the * diſtinguiſhed bravery ; and was dangerouſly wound. Wl « ; 
1 * ed at two ſeveral times in the ſervice of his country. 
15 I will add, that he is at preſent in great neceſſity, Ml . | 
99 and hath a wife and ſeveral children, for whom he 
4 5 hath no other means of providing; and if it will re.. 
* 9 commend him further to your Lordſhip's favour, his Will - 
{= 41 wife, I believe, is one of the beſt and worthieſt of all Wl. 
2 her ſex.“ 1 


will, Jam convinced it will be done: for I knowit 
is in your power at preſent to aſł for a greater matter 
than this. ee ar Ras el 
I depend entirely upon your Lordſhip,” anſwered 


* Indeed, my worthy friend,” replied the Lond, «1 


P 
RR * — 
3 4 5 8 
STE EN 
x Ace 
* 2 4 


* will not take a merit to myſelf, which will ſo little 

belong to me. You are to depend on yourſelf. It 

* falls out very luckily too at this time, when you hare 
it in your power ſo greatly to oblige us. 

What, my Lord, is in my power?“ cries the 

Doctor. © 6þB by Dd hs * 

ou certainly know,” anſwered his Lordſhip, * hoy 

© hard Colonel Trempington is. run at our town, in 

the election of a mayor; they tell me, it will be a 

© very near thing, unleſs you join us. But we know 

© it is in your power to do the buſineſs, and turn the 

© ſcale. I heard your name mentioned. the ether day 

© on that account; and 1 know you. may have an] 

"+ thing in reaſon, if you, will give us your — i 
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Sure, my Lord,“ eries the Doctor, you are not 
in earneſt in aſking my-mtereſt for the Colonel.“ 

Indeed, I am, u er the Peer. * Why ſhould 
vou doubt it?? 

For many reaſons, ee the Door, 9 F uſe: 
am an old friend and acquaintance of Mr Fair- 
« field, as your Lordlhip, I believe, very well knows. 
« The little intereſt, therefore, that I have, you may 
be aſſured, will go in his favour. | Indeed, I do not 
concern myſelf deeply in theſe affairs ; 705 I do not 
think it becomes my cloth ſo to do. But as far ag 
] think it decent to intereſt myſelf, it will certainly 
be on the ſide of Mr Fairfield. Indeed, I ſhould do 
ſo, if I was acquainted with both the gentlemen, 
© only by reputation: the one being a neighbourin 

© gentleman, of a very large eſtate, : a very ſober =, 
© {enfivle man, of known probity and attachment to 
© the true intereſt of his country. The other is a mere 
ſtranger, a boy, a ſoldier of fortune, and, as far as I 


can diſcern from the little converſation I have had 


' with him, of a very thallow capacity, and no edu- 
© cation,” ke 

* No education my. ok friend? cries ho noble- 
man, *why, he hath been educated in half the courts 
\ of Europe, 

perhaps ſo, my Link? arora the Doctor; but 
I thall always be ſo great a pedant as to call a man 
' of no learning, a man of no education.- And 
from my own knowledge, I can aver, that I am 

' perſuaded there is ſcarce a foot ſoldier in the army 
who is more illiterate than the Colonel.“ 

© Why, as to Latin and Greek, you know,” replied 
the lord, © they are not much required in the army.” _ 

© It may be ſo, ſaid the Doctor. Then let ſach 

* perions keep to their own proſeſſion. It is a very low 
civil capacity indeed for which an illiterate man can 
© be qualified, And to ſpeak a plain truth, if your 
* Lordſhip is a friend to the Colonel, you would do 
* well to adviſe him to decline an attempt, in which 
Jam certain he hath no pr obability of ſucceſs.” 

Well, Sir,” faid the Lord, if you are reſolved acain(t 
1 I mut deal as fr cely with you, and tell od 

U 3 « plainly | 
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plaiply J cannot ſerve you in your affair, Nay, it 
27 be the beſt thing can do, to hold ny tongue: 
for if 1 ſhould mention his name with your recom. 
mendation, after what you have ſaid, he would per- 
haps never get provided for as long as he lives,” 
Is his own'merit then, my Lord, no nee, 


dation 2? eries the Doctor. e 


6 My dear, dear Sir, cries the ocher— what i the 
merit of a ſubaltern officer ?? 

« Surely, my Lord,” cries the Doctor, © it is the merit 
which ſhould recommend him to the poſt of a ſub- 
altern officer; and it is a merit which will hereafter 
qualify him to ſerve his country in a higher capa- 
city. And I do aſſure vou of this young man, that 
he hath not only a goodheart, but a good head too; 
and I have been told by thote who: are judges, that 


he is for his age an excellent officer.“ 


Very probably! ' cries my Lord And Js are 


« abundance with the ſame merit, and the ſame quali- 


t fications, who want a morſel of bread for — 
© and Wi families.“ 


It is aa infamous ſcandal x on the nation; eries the 


Poctor; and I am Heartily forry it can be ſaid even 
with a colour of truth.“ 


CEE 


«9 4 „„ @ 


* How can it be other wiſe ?“ ſays. the Pecs 4 Do vou 

think it is poſſible to provide for alt men of merit?” 
Ves, ſurety do 1, fard the Doctor; dan; Ver 

ealty-toor? 

* How, pray ne the Lerd- U pon wes werd 

I ſhall be glad to know,” 

Only by not providing for thoſe 8 have none; 

The men of merit in any capacity are not; [ 
am afraid, ſo extremely numerous, that we need 

ſtarve any of them, unleſs we wickedly ſuffer a ſett 


of worthleſs fellows te eat their bread.“ | 
This is alk mere Utopia, cries his Lada is adde 


chimerical ſyſtem of Plato's commonwealth, witit 
which we amuſed ourſelves at the univerſity; poli- 
tics which are inconfiſtent with the . of human 
affairs. 

Sure, my Lord, eries the Doftor, we Bun read vf 
| lates where ſach dodrines have been put in . * 


— — 
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ay, it What is your Lordſhip's opinion of Rome in the ear- 
dove » iN + lier ages of the commonwealth, of Sparta, and even 
zcom- of Athens itſelf in fome periods of its hiſtory ?* ? 
d per- Indeed, Doctor, cries the Lord, all theſe notions 
. are obſolete and long ſince exploded. To apply 
nmen- WM maxims of government drawn from the Greek and 
WH © Roman hiitories, to this nation, is abſurd and impoſ- 
is the able. But if you will have Roman examples, fetch 
them from thoſe times of the republic that were molt 
2 merit Wil + like our own. Do you not know, Doctor, that this 
a ſub- is as corrupt a nation as ever exiſted under the ſun ? 
reafter Wl And would you think of governing ſuch a people 
capa- Wl © by the ſtrict principles of honeſty and morality ?? _ 
a, that © If it be ſo corrupt,” ſaid the Doctor, I think it 1s 
d too; © high time to amend it. Or elſe it is eaſy to foreſee 
S, that WW © that Roman and Britiſh liberty will have the ſame 
| fate; for corruption in the body politic as naturally 
' tends to diſſolution as in the natural body.” 5 
thank you for your ſtmile,” cries my Lord: for 
in the natural body, I believe, you will allow there 
{is the ſeaſon of youth, the ſeaſon of manhood, and 
* the ſeaſon of old age; and that, when the laſt of 
© theſe arrives, it will be an impoſiible attempt by alt 
the means of art to reſtore the body again to its 
youth, or to the vigour of its middle age. The ſame 
periods happen to every great kingdom. In its 
youth, it ries. by arts and arms to power and pro- 
ſperity. This it enjoys and flouriſhes with a while; 
and then it may be ſaid to be in the vigour of its 
* age, enriched at home with all the emoluments and 


ere are 
quali- 
Mſelves 
ies the 
id even 
Do you 
merit? 
d very 
y word 


e none; 


bleſſings of peace, and formidable abroad with all 
not, 1 the terrors of war. At length, this very proſperity 
e need introduces corruption; and then comes on its old 


r a felt age. Virtue and learning, art and induſtry, decay 

7 5 by degrees. The people ſink into ſloth and luxury, 
and proſtitution. It ig enervated at home, becomes 
contemptible abroad; and ſuch indeed is its miſery 

and wretchedneſs, that it reſembles a man in the laſt - 
| decrepit ſtage of life, who looks with unconcern at 

his approaching diffolution.” „ | 
| This is a melancholy picture indeed,” cries the 
rache. Doctor; and if the latter part of it can be applied to 
What 0 ; | 5 WT | ä * our 
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236 AM ETI Book XI. 
our caſe, I ſce nothing but religion, which Would 
© have prevented this decrep it ſtate of the confſtity. 
© tion, ſhould prevent a man of ſpirit from hanging 
*' himſelf out of the way of ſo wretched a comen. 
« plation.” = | 1 ob 
* Why ſo?” ſaid the Peer. © Why hang myſelf 
Poctor? would it not be wiſer, think you, to make 
the belt of your time, and the moſt you can in ſuch 
A 1 517 ref as 
* And is religion then to be really laid out of the 
© queſtion ?* cries the Doctor. 8 55 
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* If I am to fpeak my own opinion, Sir,“ anſwered 
the Peer, you know I ſhall anſwer in the negative,— 
* But you are too well acquainted with the world to 
be told, that the conduct of politicians is not form. 
ed upon the principles of religion.” 5 

* I am very ſorry for it, cries the Doctor: * but [ 
will talk to them then of honour and honeſty : this is 
a language which I hope they will at leaſt pretend 
to underſtand, Now to deny a man the preferment 
which he merits, and to give it to another man who 
doth not merit it, is a manifeſt a& of injuſtice; and 
is conſequently inconſiſtent with both honour and 
honeſty. Nor is it only an act of injuſtice to the man 
himſelf, but to the public, for whoſe good princt- 
pally all public offices are, or ought to be, inſtitu - 
ted. Now this good can never be completed, nor 
obtained, but by employing all perſons according 
to their capacities. W here-ever true merit is liable 
to be ſuperſeded by favour and partiality, and men 
are intruſted with offices, without any regard to 
capacity or integrity, the affairs of that ſtate will 
always be in a deplorable ſituation. Such, as Livy 
tells us, was the ſtate of Capua, a little before its 
final deſtruction; and the conſequence your Lord- 
ſhip well knows. But, my Lord, there is another 
miſchief which attends this kind of injuſtice; and 
that is, it hath a manifeſt tendency to deſtroy all 
virtue and all ability among the people, by taking 
away all that encouragement and incentive, which 
ſhould promote emulation, and raiſe men to am 
at excelling in any art, ſcience, or proſeſſion. nd 
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Nor 


« can any thing, my Lord, contribute more to ren- 
« der a nation contemptible among its neighbours 


for what opinion can other countries have of the 


© councils, or what terror can they conceive of the 
© arms, of ſuch a people? and it was chiefly owing to 


« the avoiding of this error, that Oliver Cromwell 


carried the reputation of England higher than it 
derer was at any other time. I will add only one 
argument more, and that is founded on the moſt 
© narrow and ſelfiſh ſyſtem of politics; and this is, 
that ſuch a conduct is ſure to create univerſal diſ- 
content and grumbling at home: for nothing can 
bring men to reſt ſatisfied, when they ſee others pre- 


that elevation; for, as one of the greateſt men this 
country ever produced obſerves, * 5 


„One worthleſs man that gains what he pretends, - 


« Diſguits a thouſand unpretending friends.“ > 
With what heart-burnmgs then muſt any nation ſee 
' themſelves obliged to contribute to the ſupport of 
'aſet of men, of whoſe mcapacity to ſerve them they 
' are well appriſed, and who do their country a double 
diſkindneſs; by being themſelves employed in poſts 
to which they are unequal, and by keeping others 
= ry thoſe employments, for which they are qua- 
« lied PP e TT ”_ | | 
And do you really think, DoRor,? cries the noble- 
man, that any miniſter could ſupport himſelf in this 
country upon ſuch principles as you recommend? 
Do you think he would be able to baffle an oppoſi- 


! 


tion, unleſs he ſhould oblige his friends by confer» 


ring places often contrary to his own inclinations; 
and his own opinion??? FO Xe 

Les, really do I,” cries the Doctor. Indeed, if a 
' miniſter is really to make good his confeſſion in the 
| liturgy, by leaving undone all thoſe things which 
: he ought to have done, and by doing all thole things 
„Khich he ought not to have done; ſuch a miniſter, 

grant, will be obliged to baflle oppolition, as you. 


* 


ferred to them, but an opinion that they deſerve - 


2 — 2 


3 r 
55 S wa y £4 * "7 
* 2 
3 : l x : 2 


2 4 . 19 7 
„ 
BY Et 


End = of — 3 
4 ; — 4 : Co — n E * 1 us * 

_ Wc - - ws 2 YEA E 8 2 + Chen 5 A K . — rat a ET 2 = 5 guns 

— — — - N - 4 SHERI r 2 = m4 D 
89 * — r a 2 SY — FEELS MEE. ft; JE Be 28 
we 4 - 1 bd 3 A 4 . —— — — — 2 1 F T7 » 
S (Bens fry 2 * . = — - Cs 8 
o 2 q A =Y " a b — 

22 7 2 ID 8 ERA 
8 


= » 
a 


10 il 2 
Ba 
1 7 
; by 4 
Wy of 
. A A 
e 
1 9 4 
. Wa a þ 
T4 bh 
Li fg 
\ 7 
1 


= 


* ſpeare ſomewhere ſays, 


a © a „ @a „ r h G ® '{ K K W „ < \ 


Ba a2 „ % „ „ mn «„  S 


8 


«a © «a © w» 4 


| bange abilities; if he will employ ſome few of his 


this, my Lord, I will anſwer for it, he ſhall either 


try when he pleaſes, and he fhall come off with ho- 


to anſwer in the affirmative; and yet, LI am afraid, 
experience would almoſt juſtify me, if 1 ſhould. 


man of gc od inclinations finds his office filled with 


are pleaſed to term it, by theſe arts; for, as Shale. 


« Things ill begun ſtrengthen themſelves by ill, 


© But if, on the contrary, he will pleaſe to conſider 
the true intereſt of his country, and that only ig 
great and national points; if he will engage his 
country in neither alliances or quarrels, but where it 
is really intereſted; if he will raiſe no money but 
what is wanted; nor employ any civil or military 
officers but what are uſeful ; and place in theſe em- 
ployments men of the higheſt integrity, and of the 


ours to advance our trade, and ſome few more to 
regulate our domeſtic government: ff he would do 


have no oppofition to baflle, or he ſhalt bafſte it by 
a fair appeal to his conduct. Such a miniſter may, 


in the language of the law, put himſelf onhis coun- 


nour and applauſe, _ , ry to 
And do you really believe, DoRor,' cries the Peer, Wil 
there ever was fach a miniſter, or ever will be!? c( 


Why not, my Lord?“ anſwered the Doctor. It Wl 
requires no very extraordinary parts, nor any extra- 


ordinary degree of virtue. He need practiſe no great Wil 6 


inſtances of jelf-denial. He ſhall have power, and Wi © 


bonour, and riches, and, perhaps,-att in a much 


greater degree than he can ever agquire by purſuing 
a contrary ſyſtem. He ſhall have more of each, 


and riuch more of ſafety” 7 


Pray, Doctor,“ faid my Lord, * let me aſk you one 1 


fmple queſtion. Do you really believe any man 


upon earth Was. ever a rogue out of choice? 
« Really, my Lord, ſays che Doctor, I am aſhamed 


— 7 a—— uw nas © Ju 


Perhaps the opinion of the world may ſometimes 
miſlead men to think thoſe meatures necetlary, which 
in reality are not ſo. Gr the truth may be, that a 


« ſuch 


— 


. JJ 2. 239 
ſuch corruption by the iniquity. of his predeceſſors, 
that he may deſpair of being capable of purging it; 
« and fo fits down contented, as Augeas did with the 
« filth of his ſtables, not becauſe he thought them che 


« fable ; but that he deſpaired of 4uflicient force to 
«© cleanſe them.“ L i 7 3 
« ] will aſk you one queſtion more, and I have done, 
{id the nobleman. Do you imagine that, if any 
« miniſter was really as good as you would have him, 
« the people in general would believe that he was 
lor. ; 
Truly, my Lord,” ſaid the Doctor, I, think they 
may be juſtified in not believing too haſtily, But [ 
beg leave to anſwer your Lordſhip's queſtion by an: 
other. Doth your Lordſhip believe that the people 
© of Greenland, when they ſee the light of the ſun, 
and feel his warmth, after ſo long a ſeaton of cold 
and darkneſs, will really be perſuaded that he thines 
upon them?! | | os 
My Lord ſmiled at the conceit; and then the Doctor 
took an opportunity to renew his ſuit, to which his 
Lordſhip anſwered, he would promiſe nothing, and 
could give him no hopes of ſucceſs; But you may 
by afſured,” ſaid he, with a leering countenance, © I 
hall do him all the ſervice in my power.“ A lan- 
great I gunge which the Doctor well underſtood, and ſoon 
„and Wi atter took a civil, but not a very ceremonious leave. 


much | | 

rſuing S H F. K. 

each, Dye hiſtory of Mr Trent. 1 
. IE will now return to Mr Booth and his wife. 
n Y The former had ſpent his time very uneably, 


# ever ſince he had diſcovered what fort of man he was. 
Ne ndebted to; but left he ſhould forget it, Mr Trent 


. thought now proper to remind him, in the following 
we letter, which he read the next morning after he had 
bien dot ock the appointment. i 


better, or that ſuch filth was really neceſſary to a 


( 


In preference to a very learned and proper man, -was 


departed without taking leave; and havin broke 


81, | > 


4 I AM ſorry the neceſlity of my affairs obliges me 
*% to mention that ſmall ſum which I had the ho. 
* nour to lend you the other night at play; and which 
I ſhall be much obliged to you, if you will let me 
have ſome time either to-day, or to-morrow, 


* < 
* 


5 Tam, Sir,; e 
© Your moſt obedient, 
moſt humble ſervant, 
GEORGE Trent. 


- 


This letter a little ſurpriſed Booth, after the gen- m. 


*teel, and, indeed, as it appeared, generous beha- he 
viour of Trent. But left it ſhould have the ſame effe+4 WM 2h 


upon the reader, we will now proceed to account for Wil ge 
this, as well as for ſome other phænomena that have Wl d 


appeared in this hiſtory, and which, perhaps, we {hall Wl & 


2 forgiven for not having opened more largely be- 
ores * = © 

Mr Trent then was a gentleman, poſſibly, of a good WM : 
family; for it was not certain whence he ſprung on Wl ri 
the father's ſide. His mother, who was the only pa- g 
rent he ever knew or heard of, was a fingle gentle- Wil þ 
woman, and. for ſome time carried on the trade of a WM y 
milliner in Covent-Garden. She ſent her ſon, at the U 
age of eight years old, to a charity-ſchool, where he 
remained till he was of the age of fourteen, without 
making any great proficiency in learning. Indeed, it 
is not very probable he ſhould ; for the maſter, who, 


choſen by a party into this ſchool, the ſalary of which 
was upwards of a hundred pounds a-year, had him. 
ſelf never travelled through the Latin Grammar, and 
was in truth a moſt conſummate blockhead. 

At the age of fifteen Mr Trent was put clerk to 
an attorney, where he remained a very ſhort time 
before he took leave of his maſter; rather, indeed, 


open his mother's eſcritore, and carried off wich 8 
2 | | = 
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all the valuable effects he there found, to the amount 

of about fifty pound, he marched off to ſea, and went 
on board a merchantman, whence he was afterwards: 
reſſed into a man of N Y 

In this ſervice he continued above chree years ;' 
during which time, he behaved fo ill in his moral 
character, that he twice underwent a very ſevere diſ- 
cpline for thefts in Which he was detected but at 
the ſame time, he behaved fo well as a ſailor in an 
engagement with ſome pirates, that he wiped off all 
former ſcores, and greatly recommended himſelf to 
his captain. „„ Lee OT Big K LIVER: 

At his return home, being then about twenty years 
ef age, he found that the attorney had in his abſence: 
married his mother, had buried her, and ſecured all 
her effects, to the amount, as he was informed, of 
about fifteen hundred pound. Trent applied to his 
tep-father, but to no purpoſe; the attorney utterly 
downed him, nor would he. ſuffer him to come à 
ſecond time within his doorckr s. 

It happened that the attorney had, by a foriner 
wife, an only daughter, a great favourite, who was 
about the ſame age with Trent himſelf; and had, du- 
ring his reſidence at her father's: houſe, taken a very 
great liking to this young fellow, Who Was extremely 
handſome, and perfectly well made. This her liking 
was not, during his abſence, fo far extinguiſted, but 
that it immediately revived on his return. Of this, 
lhe took care to give Mr Trent proper intimation; 
tor ſhe was not one of thoſe backward and delicate 
ladies, who can die rather than make the firſt overture; 
Trent was overjoyed at this, and with reaſon; for the 
was a very lovely girl in her perion, the only child of 
arich father; and the proſpect of ſo complete a re- 
renge on the attorney charmed him above all the reſt. 
To be as ſhort in che matter as the parties, a marriage 
was don conſummated between tem 
The attorney at firſt raged and was implacable; 
but at laſt, fondneſs for his daughter fo far overcame 


| ag 


retentment, that he advanced a tum of money to buy 
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fon-inzlaw' (for now he acknowledged bim as fuel an 
enſign's commiſſion in a marching regiment then or. gre 
dered to Gibraltar; at which: place, the 'attorne: 250 
heartily hoped that Trent might be knocked on the 
head; for in that caſe he thought he might marry: his 
daughter more agreeably to his own ambition, and to wi 
Her advantage. be A ßX og Sets cn. 

The regiment into which Trent purchaſed, was the 
fame with that in which Booth likewiſe ſerved; the 
one being an enſign, and the other a lieutenant in the 
two additional companies. lt bf tun owners 

Trent had no blemiſh in his military capacity, 
Though he had had but an indifferent education, he 
was naturally ſenſible and genteel; and Nature, as we 

Rave ſaid, had given him a very agreeable perſon, 
He was likewiſe a very bold fellow, and as he really 
behaved himſelf every way well enough while he was 
at Gibraltar, there was ſome degree of intimacy be- 
tween him and Booth. en NG Eos 

When the ſiege was over, and the additional com- 
panies were again reduced, Trent returned to his wife, 
who received him with great joy and affection. Soon 

after this an accident happened, which proved the 
utter ruin of his, father-in-law, and ended in breaking 

His heart. This was nothing but making a miſtake, 
pretty common at. this day, of writing another man's 
name to à deed inſtead of his own. In truth, this 
matter was no leſs than what the law calls forgery, 
and was jaſt then made capital by an act of parliament. 
From this: offence, indeed, the attorney was acquitted 

by not admitting the proof of the party who was to 

avoid his own deed, by his evidence; and therefore 
no witneſs, according to thoſe excellent rules, called 
the law” of evidence; a law very excellently calculated | 
| for the preſervation of the lives of his Majeſty's roguill 
fubjects, and moſt notably uſed for that purpoſe. © 

But though by common law the attorney was ho- 
nourably acquitted; yet, as common ſenſe manifeſted 

to every one that he was guilty, he unhappily loſt his 
reputation, and of conſequence his buſineſs; the cha- 
grin of which latter ſoon put an end to his life. A . 


— 
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This proſecution had been attended with a very 


t expence; for, beſides the ordinary coſts of 


zvoiding the gallows by the help of the law, there was. 
z very high article of no leſs than a thouſand pounds 
paid down to remeve out of the way a witneſs, agaiult 
whom there was no legal exception. The poor gentle- 
man had beſides ſuffered. ſome loſſes in buſineſs ; ſor 
that, to the ſurpriſe of all Ais acquaintance, when his 
debts were paid, there remained no: mere than a ſmall: 


eſtate of fourſcore pounds a- year, which he ſettle 
ypon his daughter, far out of the rech of her huſband., 


and about two hundred pounds in money. 


The old gentleman. had not long been in his grave. 


before Trent ſet himſelf to conſider ſeriouſly of the 
ate of his affairs. He had lately begun te look on 
his wife with a much leſs degree of liking, and deſire 
than formerly; for he was one ef thoſe who think: 
too much of one thing is good for nothing. Indeed. 
he had indulged: theſe ſpeculations fo far, that, I be- 
keve, his wife, though one of the prettieſt. women in 
for any amorous dalliance; - e444 th a 
Many other perſons, however, greatly differed. fron: 
him in this. opinion. Amongſt the reſt,, was che il- 
luſtrious peer of amorous memory. This noble peer 
having therefore got a view of Mrs Trent one day in 
the ſtreet, did; by means of an emiffary 


town, was: the Jait ſubject that he would have choſe | 


hin, make himſelf acquainted. with her lodging, to» 


which he immediately laid ſiege in form, ſetting him- 
ſelf down. in ——— directly oppolite to her, from. 


whence. the battery 0 
next morning, 


Ogles began to play che very 
This ſiege had not continued long before theigover-- 


nor of the garriſon became ſuffieiently appriſed of all 


the works which -were carrying) on; and having well: 
reconnoitred the. e and diſcovered who he was, 


notwithſtanding a falſe name and ſome diſguiſe of his 
perſon, he called a council of war within his own. 
breaſt, In fac, to drop all allegory, be began to 
conſider whether his wife was not really a more valu- 
able poſſeſſion than he had lately thought her. in 
ſhort, as he had been diſ appointed in heb fortune, he - 
5 : now: 
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now conceived ſome. _— of Ng, a wn * 


by the name which he there uſurped, and counter. 1 
feited an entire ignorance of his real name and title. b. 
Ac 
m 
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Felf i into a fortune. 
Without communicating theſe views to Kor; he fron 
forupsd an acquaintance with his oppoſite neighbour 


On this occafion Trent had his diſguiſe -hkewile;' for 
he affected the utmoſt ſimplicity ; of which affectation, 


as he was a very artful fellow, he was 3 *. i: 


18 ie... in 
The peer fell plum into this seg and when; by 
the ſimplicity, as he imagined, of the huſband, he Wl 


became acquainted with the wife, he was ſo extrava- Wl v 


gantly charmed with her perſon, that he reſolved, WM 
whatever was the colt or the dane ene he would b 
N 1 her. E ©: * +334 if ( 

His Lordſhip, Nth: profivecs fome aid in Wl © 


: PER: e cer of this affair; more, perhaps, than th 


was neceilary. As for the huſband, none was requi- Wl hi 
fite; for he knew all he could: and with regard to Wl pl 
the wife herſelf, as ſhe had, for ſome time, perceived 

the decreaſe of her huſband's affection (for few women Bi al 
are, I believe, to be impoſed upon in'that matter), ſhe Wl cc 
was not diſpleaſed to find the return of all that com Wl L 


plaiſance and endearment, of thoſe looks and lan - m 
1 from another agreeable perſon, which the Wl 2 


d formerly received from Trent, and which the Wl «i: 
now found ſhe ſhould receive from him no longer. a 
My Lord, therefore, having been indulged with as Bi 6 


much opportunity. as he could with from Trent, and 
having received rather more On = than he r 


conld well have hoped from the lad E gan to pre · tc 
pare all matters for a ſtorm; when Cckily M Mr Treat 8. 

declaring he muſt go out of town for two days, be il « 
fixed on the firſt day of his departure as the e ec 
carrying his deſign into execution Vi 


And now, after ſome debate with himſelf f in condat v 
manner he ſhould approach his love, he at laſt deter» WW q 
mined to do it in his own perſon; for he conceived, a 
and perhaps very rightly, that the lady, like Semele h 
was not void of ambition, and would have Y 

| +4 inall ne the fame OO thedily ; 


* 


Chap. 3. 


x * 


of an humble ſhepherd. He dreſſed himſelf therefore 
in the richeſt embroidery of which he was maſter, and 
appeared before his N arrayed in all the bright 
nels of peerage. A” whole charms the had not 
the power to reſiſt, an 

be imagined. In ſhort, the ſame ſcenę which Jupiter 
ated with his above-mentioned: mattrels of old, was 
more than beginning, when Trent burit from the clos - 
ſet into which he had conveyed himſelf, and pukindly - 
interrupted the action. 


His Lordſhip preſently run to hs ſword; but Trent, - . 


with great calmneſs, anſwered, that as it was very 


well known he durſt fight, he ſhon}d not draw. his 


ſword on this occaſion: Fer ſure,” ſays. he, + my 
Lord, it would be the higheſt imprudence in me to 
kill a man who is now become ſo conſiderably my 
«debtor; At which words, he fetched a perſon — 
the cloſet, who. had been confined. with. him, WR 
him he had done his Baia and might W if he 
pleaſed, retire. 

lt would be tedious: here to- amuſe the reader A Þ 


all that paſſed on the preſent occaſion; the rage mp I 
confuſion. of the wiſe, or the perplexity | in ch my 


— 


matters, and proceed. dire A to bunels, as. mn - 
and his Lordſhip did ſoon after. And in the conclu- 
fon, my Lord ſtipulated to pay a 
and to provide Mr Trent with a 8 place on the - 
firlt opportunity. 

On the fide of Mr Trent, were ſtipulated abſolute 
remiſſion of all paſt, and full e for the tung 


to come. 
Trent now immediately took a houſe at the polite 


end of the town, furniſhed it elegantly, and ſet up his 
equipage, rigged out both himſelf and his wife witk 


ver) handſome. cloaths;- frequented all public places 


here he could get admiſſion, puthed bipſclf into ac- 
quaintance; and his wife ſoon afterwards hegan to keep 


an aſſembly, or, in the faſhionable phraſe, to be at 
home once a week; when, by ee Lord's aſſiſtance, ſne 


vas * preſently vilized, bon 25 of che fiel War, ang 


4 as * 
- 
7 * 


A M E U Hh A. 1 


the conſequences are only ta 


good round ſum, 


— — — 
— — ——g̃;j 2 Oi —˙— 


— — — — 
— — 


— 
5 


2 * 


fn 
5 
$ \ 
1 
14 
S 3. 
ö 
13 
' 
r 
2 
= 
.. 
R. 
4 
1 
, 

1 
ct 
* 

* 
* 
E 
$7 
As 
4 
A 
1 
121 
5 1 
a 
4 
Tal 
' & 
by 
* 
14 
+ 4 
} LS, 
j 1 
2 
4 o 
FRO 
Fl 
ML 
119 
AY 
11 
* 
15 my 
11 
1 
1 
* 
Py 1 
LT, 
N a: 
F 4 
7 2008 
' * 
by Sp 4 
Ts 
Eg 
ME: * 
w I os 
'_ . 
4 H A 
; x 
42 1 
20-5 
5 38 
A- . 
YR; 
e 
r 
2 
8 
4 
Wh 
3 
7-28 
.* 
LP 
NR * 
en 
1 ly N 
[1 R A 
[1 . 
7 
1 
, * N 
g 1 
10 
4. N 
\ir 
Ne: 
wa 
3 
7 
F _ 
f 
+) 
FTA 
18 % 
8 4 
Rf 5's 
* 
3 
1 
| OF 
1 

1 

219 
HEE 
dt ot 
1 xt; 
+ - 
n 
4 »* 
LET. 
* 1 
I 
a 
Wo! #3 
17 
1 . 
1 1 
15 N 
0 \ 
12714 
N 
Sn; 
442. 
YI wy 
1 A 
165 "= 
4 9 * 
Ea 
oF. 70 
"$0 
8. 4 Job 
1 7 
ol Be | 
"na . 
? wW .3 by 
* 
we $1) 
FR 122 
i N 
* 4% 
: TW 
(3 
- 
7 
Fi k 
by * 
15 
} l 
1 
1 5 
fy 
$1 
3 
I 
_ 
FD. 
7 
* SS 
$3. ni! 
h F 1 
- 
4 17 2! 
** 
1 
* 
o 
n 
n . a 
1 
$ al 
1 
q 
ul 

1 

4 

12 

1 

ö } 
of 

Ly 9 

. 

>, 

E. 

i 


1 0 
2 
4 5 K 8 7 "LOIN 
N „ ace > . 


—_— 
N ik 3 I, 
* 1419 

2 1 


9 
we" 
= 


DE, er 2 2 n 
A LS 
r 8 Ns 
2 e e 75 hl 
s "#4 I : 
; 
* - 


_ 1 4 bs - 
de® „ $4.5 ” a A "= - re 
=*2S 2 2 ; 


e * 
A 
— — — * 


Sz + 


— * — . 


"IE TE 


FEN 
Nd 
82 4 3h; $4 7 


. 246 he M E E. * A: 
by all tuch women of faſhion as are not very nite in 


Fportſinen, to put Trent on upon the ſcent: 
For this purpoſe, that gentleman viſited Booth the 


mn. 


their company. 
My Lord's amour with this lady haſted not long; for, 


Ads we have before obferved, he was the moſt inconſtant 
of all human race. Mrs Trent's paſſion was not 


however of that kind which leads to any very deep re. 


ſientment of ſuch fickleneſs. Her paſſion, indeed, was 


principally founded upon intereſt ; ſo that foundation 
ſerved to ſupport another ſuperſtructure; and fhe was 
eaſily prevailed upon, as well as her huſband, to be 
uſeful to my Lord in a capacity, which; though yery 
often exerted in the polite world, hath not, as yet, to 
my great ſurpriſe, acquired any polite name, or, in- 
deed, any which is not too eriey to be admitted | in 
this hiſtory 


After BY . which we thought ee to 


account for a character of which ſome of my country 


and collegiate readers might poſſibly doubt the exifl- 


ence, I ſhall proceed to what more immediately re- 


gards Mrs Booth. The reader may be pleaſed to re. 
member that Mr Trent was preſent at the aſſembly to 


which Booth and his wife were carried by Mrs James, 


and where Amelia was met by the noble peer. 

His Lordſhip, ſeeing there that Booth and Trent were 
ola acquaintance, failed not, to uſe the language of 
Amelia. 


very next day, and had purſued him cloſe ever ſince. 
By his means, therefore, my Lord learned that Amelia 
was to be at the maſquerade, to which place ſhe was 
dogged by Trent in a ſailor's jacket, who meeting my 
Lord according to agreement, at the entrance of the 
opera-houſe, like the four-] | gentfemen of the 
fame vocation, made a dead Pound as it is called, at 


| TRE" game. 


My Lord was ſo ſatisfied 150 delighted with bis con- 
verſation at the maſquerade with the ſuppoſed Amelia, 
and the encouragement which in reality ſhe had given 
Him, that, when he ſaw Trent the next morning, he 
embraced him with great fondneſs, gave him a bank 


note of 'a hundred ET and promiſed as 


4 1 P —— — — 


n. 
ee in 


3 for, 
aſtant 
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ladies on his ſucceſs, of which he began now to have 


» > 


N 105 MINS 22 BET, 
The affair that ha pened at the gaming table, was 
lkewiſe a ſcheme of Trent's, on a hint given by my 


| Lord to him to endeavourto lead Booth into ſome ſerape 


on. cdülrets bis Lordſhip promiling to pay whatever en- 
[was BY pence Trent might be led into by fuch means. Upon his 
ton Lord{hip's credit, therefore, the money lent to Booth 
e waz vas really advanced. And hence aroſe all that ſeeming 
to be generoſity, and indifference as to the payment; Trent 
| very being ſatisfied with the obligation conferred on Booth, 
et. to by means of which he hoped to effect his purpoſe, 
, in- But now the ſcene was totally changed; for Mrs 
ted in Atkinſon, the mornin after the quarrel, beginning 
UN ſeriouſly to recolle& that ſhe had carried the matter 
a to rather too far, and might really injure Amelia's repu- 
untry Wl dation, a thought to which the warm purſuit of her 
exif. on intereſt had a good deal blinded her at the time, 
ly fl reſolved to viſit my Lord himſelf, and to let him'into 
to re. the whole ſtory ; for, as ſhe had ſucceeded already in 
bly to WI ber favourite point, ſhe thought the had no reaſon to 
james, WI fear any conſequence of the diſcovery, This reſolu- 
tion ſhe immediately executſdmmeue. 
Kere Trent came to attend his Lordſhip juſt after Mrs 
age of Atkinſon had left him. He found the peer in a very 
ela; ill humour, and brought no news to comfort or recruit 
th the bis ſpirits; for he had himſelf juſt received a billet 
 Gnce. from Booth, with an excuſe for himſelf and his wife, 
Amelia from accepting the invitation at Trent's houſe that 
he was evening, where matters had been previouſly concerted 
ng my WM for their entertainment; and when his Lordſhip was by 
"of the accident to drop into the room where Amelia was, 
of the WI ie Booth was to be engaged at play in another. 
led; at And now, after much debate, and after Trent had ac- 
7 quainted my Lord withthe wretched ſituation of Booth's' 
is con- eircumſtances, it was reſolved, that Trent ſhould im- 
\meliz, nediately demand his money of Booth, and upon his 
4 given Wl wet paying it, for they both concluded it impoſſible 
ng, he be ſhould pay it, to put the note which Trent had for 
a bank the money in ſuit againſt him, by the genteel means of 
oth the WI Paying it away to a nominal third perſon; and this 
Indic WM © T- - „ BR 


Ct Fat 


they both conceived muſt end immediately in the 5 
ruin of Booth, and conſequently in the conqueſt of 

In this project, and with this hope, both my Lorg Wl * 1 

and his ſetter, or (if the ſportſmen pleaſe) ſetting-dog, MI ©! 

greatly exulted, and it was next morning executed, 3 Bl - 

we have already ſeen. ** 
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CHAP, IV: 
 Comtaining ſome difireſs. 


1 \RENT®s letter drove Booth almoſt to madneſs; e 
Jo be iadebted to ſuch a fellow, at any rate, Wl © 
had ſtuek much in his ſtomach, and had given him 
very great unenſineſs; but to anſwer this demand in 
any other manner than by paying the money, was 
abſoluxely what he could not bear. Again; to pay 
this money, he very plainly ſaw there was but ons il 
way; and this was by ſtripping his wife not only of 
every farthing, but almoſt of every rag ſhe had in the vo 
world; a thought ſo dreadfnl, that it chilled his very fro. 
foul with horror; and yet pride at laſt ſeemed to re · 
preſent this as the leſſer evil of the tW(wo. | 
But bow to do this was fill a queſtion.” It was not inc 
ſure, at leaſt he feared it was not, that Amelia her- rea 
ſelf would readily conſent to this ; and ſo far from e 
perſuading her to ſuch a meaſure, he could not bear | 
even to propoſe it. At length, his determination was en 
to acquaint his wife with the whole affair, and to ak Wl 0. 
| her conſent by way of aiking her advice; for he wa , 
well aſſured ſhe could find no other means of extri- in 
cating him out of his dilemma. Ibis he-accordingly Wl 
did, repreſenting the affair as bad as he could; tho', Wi ”* 
indeed, it was impoſſible for him to aggravate the Wi de 
Amelia heard him patiently, without once inter. 
rupting him. When he had finiſhed, ſhe remained 
ſilent ſome time: indeed, the hook: ſhe received from 
this ſtory, almoſt deprived her of the power of fpeak- 
ing . At lai ſhe anſwered: Well, my dear, om 


* 
< ” 


* 
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my advice; I certainly can give you no other than 
that the money muſt be paid. E 
But how mult it be paid?“ cries he. Oh Hea- 
( yens | thou ſweeteſt creature, what! not once up- 
« braid me for bringing this ruin on thee !? 55 
. + Upbraid you; my dear !* ſays ſhe,--—* Would to 
Heaven, I. could prevent your upbraiding yourſelf. 
gut do not deſpair. I will endeavour by ſome means 
gor other to get you the money??? r 
Alas! my dear love, cries Booth, * I know the 
© only way by which you can raiſe it. How can 1 
« conſent to that? do you forget the fears you ſo lately 
© expreſſed of what would be our wretched-condition, 
when our little all was mouldered away ?—Ob ! my” 
Amelia, they cut my very heart-ſtrings, when you 
ſpoke them; for J had then loft this little all. In- 
deed, I aſſure you, I have not played ſince, nor ever 
vill more. , ] 
Leep that reſolution,” ſaid ſhe,” my dear, and 
hope we ſhall yet recover the paſt.” At which 
words, caſting her eyes on the children, the tears burſt 
from her eyes, and ſhe cried—------< Heaven will, I 
(hope, provide for f ono” ing THER 
A pathetic ſeene now enſued between the huſband 
and wife, which would not perhaps pleaſe many 
readers to fee drawn at too full a length. It is ſuffi- 
cent to ſay, that this excellent woman not only uſed 
ber utmoſt endeavours to ſtifle and conceal her'own . 
concern, but ſaid and did every ching in her power 


by 


to allay that of her huſhand, . e THE TOO 
Booth was at this tinie to meet a perſon whom we 
have formerly mentioned in the courſe of our hiſtory. 
This gentleman had a place in the war- office, and 
pretended to be a man of great intereſt and conſe- 
quence; by which means he did not only receive great 
reſpect and court from the inferior officers, but actually 
bubbled ſeveral of their money, by undertaking to 
do them ſervices, which, in reality, were not within 
bis power, In truth, I have known few great men 
ho have not been beſet with one or more ſuch fel · 
lows as theſe, through whom the inferior part of 
mankind are obliged to make their court to the great 
| f men 
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ſenee of their maſters. They ule their maſters; as bad 


true honour and intereſt to their on profit, and their 
on vanityp. e A wr a = 


for ſhe was but barely provided), and then drove in a g 


the: moneys: R 
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men themſelves ; by which means, I believe, princi- 
pally, perſons of real merit have been often deterret 

from the attempt; for theſe ſubaltern coxcombs ever 

aſſume an equal ſtate with their maſters, and look for 
an equal degree of reſpect to be paid to them: 
to which men of ſpirit, Who are in every light their 
betters, are not ealily brought to. ſubmit. FPbete gl 
lows, indeed, themſelves have a jenlous eye towards 
all great abilities, and are ſure; to the utmoſt of their 
power, to keep all who are ſo endowed, from the pre- 


miniſters have ſometimes uſed a prince; they keep. all 


| - : ; tlem 
men of merit ſroch his ears, and daily ſacrifice; his | 


ſays 
ter 
bear 
he n 
de 
hint: 
he ] 


muc 


As ſoon as Booth was gone to. his appointment with 
this man, Amelia immediately betopk herſelf to ber 
buſineſs with the higheſt reſolution. She paaked up 
Dot only her own little trinkets, and thoſe of the chil. 
dren, but the greateſt part of her: own poer claaths: 


hackney- coach to the ſame pawn-broker's who had: © 
before been recommended to ber by Mrs Ackinſon: pref 
who advanced her the money the: dere. wor 
well:pleaſed. home; and her huſband coming in ſoon mor 
after, ſhe with much chearfulneſs delivered him all a 


Booth was. ſo overjoyed wich the proſpect of diſ e. 


| charging his debt to Trent, that he did not perfectly a 


reflect onthe diſtreſs to which: his family was now re- Bl © it 


duced. The good humour which appeared in the 5 


countenance of Amelia, was perhaps another help to n 
ſtiſte choſe reſlexions; but above all, were the ailur- g 
ances he had received from. the great man, whom he te 
had met at a coffee · houſe, and who had promiſed todo Wl eld 
him all the ſervice in his power; which ſeveral halt- vit 
pay ſubaltern officers aſſured him was very conſiderable. ¶ va 
Wich this comfortable neus he acquainted his wite, Wi be 
who either was, or ſeemed to be extremely well plea - 
ſd with it. And now he ſct out wich the ou. ; 
$8279 905 5131627 4th 40 05 Do 0 OR_ & 
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his pocket to pay his friend Trent, who unluckily fot 
kim happened not to be at home. e ee e 
ever On his return home, he met his old friend the Heu ;/ 
tenant, who thankfully paid him his crown, and in- 
em; ted on his going with him and taking part of a bot- 


* 


* 


hei ne. This invitation was fo eager and preſſing, that 
fel. WY poor Booth, who could not refiſt much importunity, 
ards complied, 6 = . bens, LR 

the | While they were over this bottle, Booth acquaint- 
pre- ed his friend with the promiſes he had received that 
bad zfernoon at the coffee · houſe, with which the old gen« 
dall ueman was very well pleaſed : * for I have. heard, 


bis fas he, that gentleman hath very powerful in- 
their Wl tereſt: but he informed him likewiſe, that he had 
bd, heard that the great man mult be touched; for that 
with Wi be never did any thing without touching. Of this, 
need, the great man himſelf had given fome oblique 
hints, by ſaying, with great ſagacity and ſlyneſs, that 
chil- BY be knew where fifty pound might be depofited to 
ut ouch advantage. 5 E 
Booth anſwered, that he would very readily advance 
a ſmall ſum, if he had it in his power; but that at 
preſent 1t was not fo; for that he had no more in the 
Wh vorld than the ſum of fifty pounds; which he owed 
roof BY Trent, and which: he intended to pay him the next 
foon morning. 3 | „ 3 
lt is very right undoubtedly to pay your debts,” 
„ys the old gentleman; but ſure, on ſuch an oc- 
i. caſion, any man but the rankeſt uſurer would be 
edntented to ſtay a little while for his money; and 
it vill be only a little while, I am convinced: for if 

2. dle you depoſit this ſum in the great man's hands, I 
make no doubt but you will Sees immediately in 
getting your commiſſion, and then I will help you 
1 to a method of taking up ſuch a ſum as this.“ The 
255 eld gentleman perſiſted in this advice, and backed it 
Io with every argument he could invent; declaring, as 
| nie vas indeed true, that he gave the ſame advice which 
un e would purſue, was the caſe his own. | 
_ | Booth long rejected the opinion of his friend; till, 
on 3 they had not argued with dry lips, he became 
"Wd with wine, and then at laſt the old gentleman 
: ſueceeded. 


better judge. 


E TH 
7 


2 A MAE T&M www 


ſucceeded. Indeed, ſuch was his love either for Booth 
or for his own opinion, and perhaps for both, that he 
emitted nothing in his power. He even endeavoured 
to pallrate the character of | Tr ent, and unſaid half 
what he had before ſaid of that gentleman.” In the 
end he undertook to make Trent eaſy, and to go to 
him the very next morning for that purpoſe. 

Poor Booth at laſt yielded, though with the utmoſt | 
difficulty. Indeed, had he known quite as much of 
Trent as the reader doth, no motive whatſoever would 
have prevailed on him to have taken the old genile- 
man's advice. © HT POR 


C ‚ HAAR 
Containing more avormauood, and vther ingredienti. 
N the morning, Booth communicated the matter to 

Amelia, who told him ſhe would not preſume to 
adviſe him in an affair, of which he was ſo much the 
While Booth remained in a doubtful tate what con- 
duct to purſue, Bound came to make him a viſit, and 
informed him that he had been at Trent's houſe, but 
found him not at home; adding, that he would pay 
him a ſecond viſit that very day, and would not relt 
till he found him, | e 
Booth was aſhamed to confeſs his wavering reſolu- 
tion, in an affair in which he had been ſo troubleſome 
to his friend; he therefore dreſſed himſelf immedi- 
ately, and together they both went to wait on the little 
great man, to whom Booth now hoped to pay his 


court in the moſt effetual manner. wy 


© Bound had been longer acquainted with the modern 


methods of buſineſs than Booth; he adviſed his friend 


therefore to begin with tipping (as it is called) the 


great man's ſervant. He did ſo, and by that means 
got {ſpeedy acceſs to the maſter;! (ot 9D 2, 
The great man received the money, not as a gud- 
geon doth a bait, but as a pike receives a poor gudgeon 
into his maw. To ſay the truth, ſuch fellows as 
theſe may well be likened to that voracious fiſh, who 
fattens himſelf by devouring all. che little OR - f 


"Sa A. 5 1 
of the river. As ſoon as the great man had pocketed 
the caſh, he ſhook Booth by the hand, and told him 
he would be ſure to ſlip no opportunity of ſerving 
him, and would ſend him word as ſoon as any of%erec., 
Here I ſhall top one moment, and ſo, perhaps, 
will my good-natured reader; for ſurely it mutt be a 
hard heart, which is not affected with refiecting ou 
the manner in which this poor little ſum was raiſed, 
and on the manner in which it was : beſtowed. A 
worthy family, the wife and children of a man who 
had loft his blood abroad in the ſervice of his country, 
parting with their little all, and expoſed to cold and 
hunger, to pamper ſuch a fellow as this 
And if any ſuch reader as I mention ſhould hap- 
pen to be in reality a great man, and in power, per- 
haps the horrour of this picture may induce him to 
put a final end to this abominable practice of touch. 
ing as it is called ; by which indeed a ſet of leaches 
are permitted to ſack the blood of the, brave and the 
indigent, of the widow and the orphan. „ 
Booth now returned home, where he found his wife 
with Mrs James. Amelia had, before the arrival of 
her huſband. abſolutely refuſed Mrs James's invita- 
tion to dinner the next day; but when Booth came 
in, the lady renewed her application, and that in ſo 
pretinga manner, that Booth feconded her; for though 
he had enough of jealouſy in his temper, yet ſuch 
was his friendſhip to the Colonel, and ſuch his grati- 
tude to the obligations which he had received from 
him, that his own unwillingneſs to believe any thing 
of him, co-operating with Amelia's endeavours to put 
erery thing in the faireſt light, had brought him to 
zequit his friend of any ill .defign. To this, per- 
haps, the late affair concerning my Lord had moreover 
contributed: for it ſeems to me, that the ſame paſſion 
cannot much energize on two different objects at one 
and the ſame time: an obſervation which I believe 
vill hold .as true, with regard to the cruel paſſions of 
Falouſy and anger, as to the gentle paſſion of love, in 
Vhich one great and mighty object is ſure to engage 
the Whole paſſſo n. . 
You, H. „ ,, When 
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| When Booth grew importunate, Amelizanfivere; 
My dear, I ſhould not refuſe you Whatever was in 
my power; but this is abſolutèly out of my power; 


pet. 
Why ſo?” faid Mrs James, 15 T am fure'you ave 
od health.” 

ls there no other ending: to drehung but vat t 
* of health, Madam?“ anſwered Amelia. 
* Upon my word, none that 1 know of,” ' replied Mr 
James. 


- 


* What do you think of want of cloaths, Nadam?! b 
Taid Amelia. the 
* Ridiculons !' - cried Mrs Janis, bs Whit need 

© have you to dreſs yourſelf 'ont ?—Yon' will ſee * Ko 
body but your ov family, and I promiſe you I dont Ray 
expect it. -A plain night-gown will do very well. al 
But if I muſt be plain with you, Madam, fu 
Amelia, I have no other cloaths but hat 1 bave . 
now on my back. — I have not even a clean fhiſtin 11 
.* the world: for you muſt know, my dear, faid ſü >* 
to Booth, © that little Betty is walked eff this wording ber 
* and hath carried all my linen with her.” * 
How, my dear, cries Booth, od little Betty ob- . 
bed you!“ ED 
It is even fo,” SA Amblies! - Indeed, e 
ſpoke truth; for little Betty having Perceived they , . 
evening before that her miſtrefs was moving 7 hy 
goods, was willing to lend all the aſſiſtance in he * 
power, and had accordingly moved off early that ie 
morning, taking with her whatever ihe ne 1 her 4 
hands on, 1 
Booth expreſſes: himſelf with fome: pallon on thi 1 
occaſion, and ſwore he would make an example of ral 
girl. If the little ſſut be above ground, eried ww It 
I will find her out and bring her to/juſtice.” 42 


I am really ſorry for this accident, faid Mrs 
James, and (though ! know not how to mention it) g 
* I beg you'll give me leave to offer you any linen di 


„ mine, till you can make new of you, ο 0 . ct 


Amelia thanked Mrs James, but declined the fa, 


| dur, ſaying, ſhe ſhould do well enough at home; of” | 
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that as ſhe had no ſervant. now to taks care of her 


ered BY iaren, ſhe could not, nor would not leave them on 
"op any account. | fre Wa niet ; 4 0 3 5 
Wer zi © Then bring Maſter and Miſs with. you, ſaid Mrs 

| Urels ames. You ſhall poſitively dine with us to-morrow." 


beg, Madam, you, will mention it no more, 
aid Amelia; for, beſides the ſubſtantial, reaſons 
have already given, I have ſome things on my mind 
at preſent which make me unfit for company; and 
„Lam reſolved, nothing ſhall. prevail on me to ſtir 
from home. | - bite bo + 

Mrs James had carried her invitation. already to 
de very utmoſt limits of good- breeding, if not be- 
fond them. She deſiſted therefore from going any 
further, and after ſome. ſhort ſtay longer took her 
kare, with many. expreſſions of concern, Which how- 
erer, great as it was, left her heart and her mouth 
together, before ſhe Was Out of the houſe. | | 


: 
: * 


12 0 


Booth now declared that he would go in purſuit 


Want 
d Mrs 


o 


lam?“ 


need 
ee no 
dont 
Well. 
” faid 
[have 
uid the 
ning 


yi 
I, ſhe 


geance, that Amelia endeavoured to moderate his an- 
ger, by repreſenting to him the girl's youth, and that 
this was the firſt fault the had ever been guilty of. 
Indeed, ſays ſhe, I ſhould he very glad to have 
' my things again, and T would have the girl too pu- 
niſhed in ſome degree, 'which might poſſibly be for 
her 0wn; good; but I trenſhle to think of taking 


d khe "> a f » 
bein way her life :* for Booth ig Bis rage had ſworn he 
„ oo ut, us 
TY no the tenderneſs, of your heart, my dear; 


fad Booth, and 1 love. vou for it; but I mult beg 
leave to diſſent from your opinion. I do not think 
on then the girl in any Tight an object of mercy, She is nat 
af the only guilty of diſhoneſty, but of cruelty : for ſhe mult 
J be. know our ſituation, and the very little we had left. 
725 the is beſides guilty of ingratitude to you, who have 


iy hey 


| Ml weated her with ſo much kindneſs, that you have 
oh rather acted th t of ther th a miſtreſs. 
ion it) er acted the part ot a mother than OL a miltreis. 


Cf | And ſo far from thinking her youth an excuſe, I 

think it rather an aggravation, It is true, indeed, 
; there are faults which the youth of the party very 
; and lirong] y recommends to our pardon, Such are all 


= | — 8 * thoſe 


of little Betty, againſt whom; be vowed i much ven- 
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* thoſe which proceed from careleſſneſs, and want of 
thought; but crimes of this black dye, which are 
committed with deliberation, and imply a bad ming; 
* delerve a more ſevere puniſhment in a young per- 
ſon than in one of riper years: for what mult the 
mind be in old age, which hath acquired ſuch a 
degree of perfection in villainy ſo very early! ſuch 
*- perſons as theſe it is really a charity to the public 
to put out of the fociety; and, indeed, religious 
man would put them out of the world for the ſake 
of themſelves; for whoever underſtands any thing 
* of human nature muſt know, that ſack people, the 
longer they live, the more they will accumulate 
« vice and wickedneſs.” „„ yo £02 

Well, my dear,” cries' Amelia, I cannot argue 
with you on theſe ſubjects. I ſhalt always ſubmit 
to your ſuperior judgment, and I know you too 
well to think that you, will ever do any thing 
Booth then left Amelia to the care' of her children, 
and went in purſuit of the thief, ff 


A ſeene of the tragic lind. 
II had not been long gone, before a thundering 


„ 


knock was heard at the door of the houſe where 
Amelia lodged, and prefently after a figure all pale, 


-ghaſtly, and almoſt breathleſs, ruſhed into the room 
Where the then was with her children. % 


This figure Amelia ſoon recognized to be Mrs At- 
kinſon, though, indeed, ſhe was ſo diſguiſed, that at 
Her firſt entrance Amelia ſcarce knew her. Her eyes 
were ſunk in her head, her hair diſhevelled, and not 
only her dreſs, but every feature in her face, was in 

echo diſorgers '..; r. 

Amelia was greatly ſhocked at this fight, and the 

little girl was much frightened; as for the boy, he 

immediately knew her, and running to Amelia, he 
cried, La! Mamma, what. is. the matter with pocr 

Mrs Atkinſon?“ e . 
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geiler, threw him into a high fever. —80f 
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As ſoon as Mrs Atkinſon recovered her breath, ſhe 


ried out. O, Mrs Booth, I am the moſt miſerable 


of women; LI have loft the belt of huſbands.” 1 
Amelia looking at her with all the tenderneſs ima- 
ginable; forgetting, I believe, that there had ever been 


aoy quarrel between them aid Good Heavens, 


Madam, what's the matter ?? _ Pos” 

O, Mrs Booth, anſwered ſhe, * I fear I have loſt 
© my huſband. The Doctor ſays, there is but little 
© hope of his life. O, Madam, however I have been 


© in the wrong, I am ſure you will forgive me and 


' pity me. I am fure I'am-ſeverely puniſhed: for to 
that curſed affair I owe all my muſery .” Ps 
Indeed, Madam, cries Amelia, 1 am extremely 
concerned for your misfortune. But, pray, tell me 
* hath any thing happened to the Serjeant? 
O, Madam, cries the, © I have the greateſt reaſon 
' to fear I fhall loſe him. The Doctor hath almoſt 


' civen him over,—He ſays he hath ſcarce any hopes. 
00, Madam, that evening that the fatal quarrel 


happened between us, my dear Captain took it fo to 
* heart, that he ſat up all night, and drank a whole 


© bottle of brandy.—Indeed, he ſaid, he withed to kill 
' himſelf : for nothing could have hurt him fo much 


in the world, he ſaid, as to have any quarrel between 
yon and me. His concern, and what he ge ank to- 


. 80 that, when 
' Icame home from my Lord's---(for indeed, Madam, 


I have been, and ſet all to rights---your reputation 


is now in no danger) when I came home, ] ſay, 


found the poor man in a raving delirious fit, and 


in that he hath continued ever ſince till about an 
hour ago, when he came perfectly to his ſenſes; 
but now he ſays he is ſure he flrall die, and begs 
for Heaven's ſake to ſee you firſt. Would you, Mar 
* dam, would you have the goodnefs to grant my 
* Poor Captain's deſire; conſider he is a dy * 
* and neither he nor I ſhall ever aſk you a ſecond fa- 
' your, He ſays he hath ſomething to ſay to you 
that he can mention to no other perſon, and that 
he cannot die in peace unlefs he ſees you.” + 
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3 </ Upon my word," Madam,“ cries Amelia; « Lam 
extremely Foncernel at what you tell nie. 1 knew 
* the poor Serjzant from his infancy, and always had 


an affection for him, as I think him to be one of the 


© beſt-natured and honeſteſt creatures upon earth. 
am luce“ if I could do him any fervi ice, ——but of | 
What uſe can m goin be? © 3Þ 
Of the higheſt in the world,” MON LIP Mrs At. 

kinſon. If you knew how earneſtly he entreated it, 
© how his poor breaking Heart egg to > ee TO you 
* would not refuſe,” = 

R Nay, I do not RTE -refaſs;? cries Abel 
- * Something to ſay to me of conſequence, and 
© that he could not die in peace, unleſs he faid i it— 

Did he fay that, Mrs Atkinſon ??' | 

© Upon my honour he did,” anſwered the, 0 and 


80 much more than I have reite! 


Well, I wil go with you,“ eres | Albetid; * I ean- 


1 ot guels what this ſhould be; but I will go.“ 


Ns Atkinſon then poured out 2 thouſand bang 
and thankſgivings; and taking hold of Amelia's hand, 
and ea gerly kitting it, cried out How could that 


fury Paſſion dri ive me to 2 ox with ſuch a crea· 


„„ 
as Amelia told her ſhe! kad gent — Weg it; 
and then calling up the miſtreſs of the houſe, and 


_ comnittin g to her the care of the children, ſhe elcak- 


ed her ſelf up as well as ſhe ee _ ler out with Mrs 
Atkinſon.  - Sage 
When they ROT at the hoaſe: Mrs Atkinſon faid 
ſhe would go firſt and give the Captain ſome notice; 
for that if Amelia entered the room unexpectedly, the 
ſurpriſe might. have an ill effeck. She left, therefore, 
W in the, parlour, Tv proceeded rec up 

Irs. | 1 1 

Poor A e on, weak aud bad as was Bis coul. 
Ubi no ſooner heard that Amelia was come, than he 
diſcovered great joy in his countenance, and PETIT 
afterwards {ſhe was introduced to him. 

Atkinſon exerted his utmoſt ſtrength to b her 
for her goodneſs to a dying man (for ſo he called 


bimfelf). He ſaid, he told not have preſumed, to 


give 


* — — 
hoot — tA 


* 
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give her this trouble; -had-henorhad: ſolndthiel which 
he thougbt of conſequence to ſay to'her, and which 
he could not mention to any other perſon. He then 
defired his wite to give him a little box, of which ie 
aways kept the key himſelf, and afterwards begged 
her to leave the room for a few minutes; at Which, 
xcither the, nor Amelia exprefſed any diſſatisfaction. 
When he was alone with Amelia, he ſpoke as fol- 
lows : * This, Madam, is the laſt time my eyes will 
ever behold hat Do pardon me, Madam, I 


will never offend you more. - Here he ſunk down 


in his bed, and the tears guſhed from his eyes. 


Why ſhould: you fear to offend me, Joe ?? faid 


Amelia. I am ſure, you never did. 10 . ai 
lingly to offend mer 
No, Madam, E he, 1 ddd Ha chow 
© fand times, before I would; have ventured it in the 
fmalleſt matter. But I cannot ſpeak and yet I 
mult. You cannot pardon me; and yet, perhaps, 
das I am a dying man, and never ſhall ſee you more. 

Indeed, if J was to live after this diſcovery, I 
ſbould neyer dare to look you in the face again--- 
' and yet, Madam, to think I (ſhall never ſee vou 
more is worſe than ten thouſand deaths? I 

Indeed, Mr Atkinſon, cries Amelia, bluſhing, 
and looking down on the floor, I muſt not hear 
you talk in this manner. If you have any thing to 
' ſay, tell it me, and do not be afraid of my anger; 
for I think I may promiſe to e e e it was 
poſſible you fhould do. 6 

* Here then, Madam, ſaid he! 0 is your picture; 
' | itole it when I Was eighteen years of age, 
have kept it ever ſince. It is ſet in: gold, with three 


little diamonds; and yet I can truly ſay, it was not 


* the gold nor diamonds which I ſtole-it was that 
i 5 if I had been the emperor of the 

XA ones; 

* I muſt not hear any more of this, ſaid ſhe; 
comfort yourſelf, Joe, and think no more of this 
matter. Be aſſured, I freely and heartily forgive 
' You---But, pray, 3 yourſelf; come, let me 

* call in your wite,” _ 
« Fuſt, 
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ft Firſt; Madam, let me beg one favour,” -++CTied he, 
8 { ndnbder it is the: laſt, and then 1 ſhall Ge 1 in Neue 
let me kits that hand before I die.?“ 

© Well, nay,” ſays the, I don't highs "hi 1 Am 
3 doing---welt---there,” She then careleſsly gave him 
her hand, which he put gently to his lips, Abd, they 
preſently let it drop, and feil back into the bed. 
Amelia now ſummoned Mrs: Atkinſon, Who was 
indeed no further off than juſt without che door. Sbt 
then haſtened down ſtairs, and called fort a great glaſi 
of water, which, having drank off, ſhe'threw kr 
into a chair, and the tears ran plentifully from her 
eycs with compaſſion for the poor nen * had juſt 
left m his bed. 

To fay the truth, bee any in gary to hes chaſtity 
that heart which had ſtood firm ny a rock to all the 
attacks of title and equipage, of finery and flattery, 
and which all the treaſures of the univerſe could not 
have purchaſed, was yet a little ſoftened by the plain, 
honeſt, modeſt, involuntary, delicate, heroic paſſion of 
this poor and humble fwain; for whom, in ſpite of 
herſelf, the felt a momentary tenderneſs and com- 
placence, at which Booth, if he had known i it; would 
perhaps have been diſpleaſed. 2 91 

Having ſtaid ſome time in the pedo we nc 
finding Mrs Atkinſon come down, (for indeed her 
huſband was then ſo bad fhe could not quit him), Ame- 
lia left a meſſage with a maid of the houſe for her 
miſtreſs, purporting that ſhe ſhould be ready to do 
any thing in her power to ſerve her; and then left the 
houſe with a confuſton on her mind that ſhe had nere 
felt before, and which any chaſtity that is not hewt 
out of marble n Feel on io tender and wh” 
vecaſion. : 


done with it. SEE 4 222 
Indeed, an't pleaſe your Majeſty,” faid ſhe, © 1 
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Senn d .. 


Tr1bich Mr Booth meets with more than one adventure. 


00TH having hunted about for two hours, at 

laſt ſaw a young lady in a tattered filk gown, 
ſtepping out of a ſhop in Monmouth-Street into a hack- 
ney coach, This lady, notwithſtanding the diſguiſe 
of her dreſs, he preſently diſcovered: to be no other 
than little Betty, . 
He inſtantly gave thealarm of, © top thief, ſtop coach; 
won which, Mrs Betty was immediately ſtopt in 
her vehicle, and Booth and his myrmidons laid hold 
of her. | 


maſter, than the conſciouſneſs of her guilt over- 
powered her; for ſhe was not yet an experienced of- 
fender, and ſhe immediately confeſſed her crime. 

She was then carried before a juſtice of the peace, 


polſeſſion four ſhillings and ſix-pence in money, be- 
ſides the ſilk gown, which was indeed proper furniture 
for Rag-fair, and ſcarce worth a ſingle farthing, tho 
the hone!t ſhop- keeper in Monmouth-ſtreet had ſold it 
for a crown to this ſimple girl. Rf LO 

The girl being examined by the magiſtrate, ſpoke 
as follows: Indeed, Sir, an't pleaſe your worſhip, 
] am very ſorry for what I have done; and to be 
* ſure, an't pleaſe your honour, my Lord, it muſt 
have been the devil that put me upon it; for to be 
* ure, pleaſe your Majeſty, I never thought upon ſuch 
da thing in my whole life before, any more than 1 
did of my dying day; but, indeed, Sir, an't pleaſe 
your worſhip -!! e ene, ee 
She was running on in this manner, when the Juſtice 
interrupted her, and deſired her to give an account of 
what ſhe had taken from her Maſter, and what the had 


took no more than two ſhifts of Madam's, and I 
pawned them for five ſhillings, which I gave for 


che gown that's upon my back; and as for the mo- 
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The girl no ſooner found that ſhe was ſeized by her | 


where ſhe was ſearched; and there was found in her 
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little boy to do the buſineſs; by which means, he had 


© ney in my pocket, it is every farthing of it my own. 


8 . 3 | : f | f I. 
* I am ſure I intended to carry bach the ſhifts too xs N 


© ſoon as ever I could get money to take them out,” br 
The girl having told them where the pawn-brokee MI : 
lived, the Juſtice ſent to him, to produce the ſhifts, WMll . 1 
which he preſently did; for he expected that a; war. 1 | 
rant to ſearch his houſe would be the conſequence of Ml © 
hu rial: 5 55 „ "Ah 
The fhifts being produced, on which the hone Wl 
pawn-broker had lent five ſhillings, appeared plainly WM . 
to be worth above thirty; indeed, When new they had q 
coſt much more. So tharx by their goodneſs, as, well h 
as by their ſize, it was: certain they could not have be. il ©: 
longed to the girl | | > 


Booth grew very warm againſt the pawn-broker, ; N 
* I hope, Sir,” ſaid; he to the Juſtice, * there is ſome Wl , e. 
© puntthment for this fellow, likewiſe, who ſq. plainly > 
appears to have known that theſe. goods were ſtoleu, . 4 
The ſhops of theſe fellows. may indeed be called the f 
four ains of theft: for it is in reality the encourage: ; 
ment which they meet with from theſe receivers of TI 
their goods that induces men very often to. become Will , x 
© thieves; ſo that theſe deſerve equal, if not ſeverer Ml ... 

| - \ | . 

* punithment than the thieves themſelves,” * | 
The pawn-broker proteſted, his innocence; and ill . : 
denied the taking in the ſhifts. Indeed; in this be Bil ;, 
ſpoke truth; for he had ſlipt into an inner room, a WM © 


was always his cuſtom on theſe oecaſions, and. left 2 


carried on the trade of receiving ſtolen goods for many 


'C. 
years with impunity, and had been twice: acquitted at Wi ,, | 
the Old-Baily, though the juggle appeared upon the 
moſt manifeſt evidende ... +. 4 yi 
As the Juſtice was going to ſpeak, he was interrupt: 

ed by the girl, who falling upon her knees to Booth MI ., 
with many; tears, begged his forgiveneſs. | 
Indeed, Betty,” cries Booth, you dor t delerve | 's 

* forgivencſs ; for you know you had very good rea- 
ſons why you ſhould not have thought of robbing Ml , 
« your miſlreſs, particularly at this time. And what WY , 
further aggravates your crime, is, that vo have 
robbed the beſt, and kindeſt miſtreſs in We 13 
n | de bo — 1 


* the caſe be as you ſay, I muſt diſcharge xhe girl.“ 


Chap, y. A M LI IX. 263 
« Nay, you are guilty not only of felony, but of a felo- 
« nious breach of truſt; for you know very well every 
« thing your miſtreſs had, was intruſted to your care” 

Now it happened by very great aceident that the 
Juſtice" before whom the girl was brought, underſtood 
the law. Turning therefore to'Booth, the #aid, '*Db 

you ſay, 8 that this . Was entruſted with the 
m?? 

i Ves, Sir; ſaid Booth, c ſhe Was intruſted with 
© every thing.” 

« And will you ſewer 'that che goods ſtolen,” faid 
the Juſtice, '* are worth forty thilling 

No, indeed, Sir, ICE Booth, nor that they | 
are worth | thirty either,” 

Then, Sir,” cries the Jultice, : the girl e cannot be 

« guilty of felony.” 

How, Sir,” faid Booth, is it nota' breach of traſt? 
and is not a breach of truſt felony, and che worſt 
felony too? 

No, Sir,” anſwered the Juſtice, © a breach of truſt 
is no erime in our law, unle{s4t'be in a fervant; and 
then the act of parliament requires the goods taken 
to be of the value of korty ſhillings.“ 

So then a ſervant,” eries Booth, may rob his 
© matter of thirty-nine Ahillings whenever he pleaſes, 
and he can't be-puniſhed.” 

lf the goods are under his care, be can! * eries 
'the Juſtice, 

* I atk your pardon, 'Sir,” ſays Both! bs 1 do not 
doubt what you ſay ; but ſure! ting 4»! a very extra- 
* ordinary kiw,” | 

© Perfiaps I think ſo' too, Haid the Juſtices „but it 
belongs not to my office to make or to mend laws. 
My buſineſs is only to etecute them. If therefore 
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921 hope, however, you will *punith - the Paten- 
* broker,” cries Booth. . 
* If the girl is diſcharged, - cries the Juſtice, ſo 
' muſt be the pawn-broker : for if the goods are not 
. ſtolen, he cannot be guilty of receiving them, know- 
ing haven to he ſtolen. And befides, as I his offente, 5 

to "My the truth, I am almoſt weary: of W 
0 Ds it: oy 
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it; for ſuch are the difficulties laid in the ay of 
this proſecution, that it is almoſt irapoſlible & eon. 
vict any one on it. And to ſpeak my opinion plain. 
ly, ſuch are the laws, and ſuch the method of pro- 
ceeding, that one would almoſt think our laws were 
rather made for the protection of e chan or 
the puniſhment of them.“ 
Thus ended this examination: he thief and the 
receiver went about their buſineſs, and Booth 8 
ed, in order to go home to his wife. 

In his way home, Booth was met by a lady i ina 
chair; who, immediately upon ſeeing him, ſtopped 
Her have, bolted out of it, and going directly up to 
him, ſaid: © uw Mr F een ow: haye kept: Four? word 
with me.. 

This lay: was no ode than Miss Matthen: and 
the ſpeech ſhe meant was of a promiſe made to her at 
the maſquerade, of viſiting her within a day. or twoz 
which, whether he ever intended to keep TI cannot 
fay, but in truth, the ſeveral accidents that had fince 
happened to him had ſo. diſcompoſed his mind, that 
he had abſolutely forgot it. 5 

Booth however was too ſenſible; 26d 1 "al 
to make the excuſe of forgetfulneſs to a lady; nor 
could he readily find any other. While he ſtood 
therefore heſitating, and looking not over wiſe, Miks 
Matthews ſaid: Well, Sir, ſince by your confuſion 
© I ſee you have ſome grace left, I will pardon you on 
« one condition, and that is, that you will ſup with 
me this night. But if you fail me now. expect al 
the revenge of an injured woman.“ She then bound 
Herſelf by a moſt outrageous oath; that ſhe ud com: 
plain to his wife -- And I am, ſure,” ſays ſhe, « ſhe i 
« ſo much a woman of, honour as to do me juſtice, 

* And though I miſcarried in my firſt attempt, be al 
4 ſured I will take care of my ſecond.” | 
® Booth aſked what ſhe meant by her first attempt 
to which ſhe anſwered; that ſhe had already writ hi 
wife an account of his ill uſage of her, but chat f 
Vas pleaſed it had miſcarried. She then repeated her 
aſſeverations, that ſhe would now do it eee i 
25 diſappointed herr. ar ee, 
% 2 $606 z = 1 
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This threat ſhe reckoned would moſt certainly ter- 


5 y poor Booth; and, indeed, ſhe was -miltaken ; 
lain. bor | believe it would have been impoſſible, by any 
pro- other menace, or by any other means to have brought 
were kim once even to balance in his mind on this queſtion. 


But by this threat ſhe prevailed; and Booth promiſed, 
upon his word and honour, to come to her at the 
hour ſhe appointed. After which, the took leave of 
kim with a ſqueeze by the hand, and a ſmiling coun- 


n for 


| the 
Part. | 


tenance, and walked back to her chair. 


7 in ; But, however ſhe might be pleaſed with having oh 
wed vined this promiſe, Booth was far from being dehght- _ 


ed with the thoughts of having given it. He looked 


up to 

oy ndeed upon the conſequences of this meeting with 
45 horror; but as to the conſequence Which was ſo; ap- 
„ and barently intended by the lady, he reſolved againſt it. 
her a At length he came to this determination; to go, ac- 

« two cording to his appointment, to argue the matter with 
anno the lady, and to convince her, if poſſible, that, from a 

| GnceM regard to his honour only, he muſt diſcontinue her 
|, chat acquaintance. If this failed to ſatisfy her, and ſhe ſtill 
I berſiſted in her threats to acquaint his wife with the 
pred zfair, he then reſolved, whatever pains it coft him, 
; now communicate the whole truth himſelf to Amelia, 

- Rood from whoſe goodneſs he doubted not to obtain an 
„ Mis iblolute remiffion. ee e 
fuſion 4 | | | * 95 een 

you on 5 H A P. 0 VIII. ED 

p with J which Amelia appears in a light more amiable than 
pect al S 40M gay. . 5 | : 
bound 
d com. \ E will now return to Amelia, whom we: left 

* ſhe i in ſome perturbation of mind depatting from 
urs Atkinſon; :: „ de d n a l ac e 
be a. Though the had before walked through the ſtreets 

| an a very improper dreſs with Mrs Atkinſon; the was 

tempt; unwilling, eſpecially as ſhe was alone, to return in the® 
writ hi fame manner. Indeed, ſhe was ſcarce able to walk in 
chat fe ber pretent condition; for the caſe, of poor Atkinſon 
ted ber bad much affected her tender heart, and her eyes had 
wall i overflown with many tea. 
1 * Vor. II. „ a * 
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for the Captain's ſupper. 


not a ſingle ſhilling in her pocket, or at home 
provide — for herſelf and her family. In this five 
tion ſhe reſolved to go immediately to the pawn-broker 
whither ſhe had gone before, and to depoſit her pic. 
ture for what ſhe could raiſe upon it. She then imine; 
diately took a chair, and put her defign in execution, 
The intrinfic value of the gold, in which this pic- 


ture was ſet, and of the little diamonds vchich ſur. 
rounded it, amounted to nine guineas. This there. 


fore was advanced to her, and the prettieſt face in the 
world (ſuch is often the fate of beauty) was depolited, 
as of no value, into the bargain. . 

When ſhe came home, ſhe found the following 
letter from Mrs Atkinſon: 1 e 


My deareſt Madam. 1, 26k RET 7 
AS I know your goodneſs, I could not delay a 
moment acquainting you with the happy turn 
of my affairs ſince you went. The Doctor, on his 
return to viſit my huſband, has aſſured me, that the 
Captain was on the recovery, and in very little dan- 

ger; and J really think he is ſince mended. I hope 
to wait on you ſoon with better news. Heaven blels 
« you, dear Madam; and believe me to be, with the 
utmoſt Gincerity, ern ro Cote 
Jour moſt obliged, 
5 obedient humble ſervant, _ 
F. Arkixs ox. 


3 


* 


M „ 4a K a un 


oy 


Amelia was really pleaſed with this letter; and now 
it being paſt four o'clock, ſhe deſpaired of ſeeing her 
huſband till the evening. She therefore provided ſome 
tarts for her children, -and then eating nothing but a 


Alice of bread and butter herſelf, ſhe began to prepare 


There were two things of which her huſband. was 
particularly fond, which, though it may bring the 
hmplicity of his taſte into great contempt with ſome of 
my readers, I will venture to name. Theſe were a 
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bleſs 


> had | 
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vl and egg ſauce, and mutton a both which 13 
Amelia immediately purchaſed. 8 
As ſoon as the clock ſtruck ſeven, the good 8 


vent down into the kitchen, and began to exereiſe 
her talents of cookery, of which ſhe was a great mi- 
lreſs, as ſhe was of every œconomical office, from the 


higheſt to the loweſt; and as no woman coukl outſhine 


her in a drawing-room, ſo none could make the draw- 
ing room itſelf ſhine brighter than Amelia, And if I 
may ſpeak a bold truth, I queſtion whether i it be pof- 


fble to view this fine creature in a more amiable light, 


than while ſhe was dreſſing her huſband's ſupper with 
her little children playing round her.. 


It was now half an hour paſt eight, and the meat 


almoſt ready, the table likewiſe neatly ſpread with 
materials, borrowed from her landlady, and ſhe be- 
gan to grow a little uneaſy at Booth's not returning; 
when a ſudden. knock at the door rouſed her ſpirits, 
and ſhe cried, There, my dear, there is your good 


papa; at which words ſhe darted ſwiftly up ſtairs, 


and opened the door. to her huſband. 

She deſired her huſband to walk up into the 2 
room, and ſhe would come to him in an inſtant; for 
ſhe was deſirous to encreaſe his pleaſures, by ſurpriſin 2 
him with his two favourite diſhes. She then went 


down again to the kitchen, where the maid of the 
houſe undertook; to ſend up the ſupper, and ſhe with 


her children returned to Booth... 

He then told her conciſely what had happhngk with 
relation to the gi 
anſwer; but aſked him if he had not dined. He af- 
ſured her he had not ate a morſel the whole day. 
Well, ſays ſne, my dear, I am a fellow - ſufferer:; 
but we ſhall both enjoy our ſupper the more; for I 


* have made a little proviſion for you, as I gueſſed | 
hat might be the caſe. I have got you a bottle of 


' wine too. And here is a clean cleth and a ſmiling: 
' countenance, my dear Will. Indeed, I am in un- 


ulual good ſpirits to- night, and 1 have: made a pro— 
miſe to the children, Which you muſt confirm; T 


* have promiſed to let them fit up this one night tor 
" Tupper with. us.- 


= . 122 


ir! To which the. ſcarce made any 


—Nay,. don't. look io (no Fees 
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Come, my dear Bill, be gay Fortune will yet be fed he 


need not tell you how uneaſy it makes me, or that! 


Ann 91 39 
* here—No matter how I came by it. At which Ml ker, 
words, ' ſhe put eight guineas into his hand, crying, Ml fing 


„6 


kind to us—at leaſt, let us be happy this night. 
Indeed, the pleaſures of many women, during their I at far 


whole lives, will not amount to my happineſs this WI 
4 82 


night, if you will be in good humour“. fat dc 
Booth fetched a deep ſi gh, and cried How unhap- 
py am, my dear, that I can't ſup with you to- night ef he 
As in the delightful month of June, when the ſky is Wl 
all ſerene, and the whole face of nature looks with a 
pleaſing and ſmiling aſpect, ſuddenty a dark cloud 
ſpreads itſelf over the hemiſphere, the ſun-vaniſhes 
om our fight, and every object is obſcured by n 
dark and horrid gloom : So happened it to Amelia; 
the joy that had enlightened every feature diſappeared 
m a moment; the luſtre forſook ther ſhining eyes; 
and all the little loves, that played and wantoned in 
her cheeks, hung their drooping heads, and with a 
faint trembling voice, ſhe repeated her hufband's 
words: Not ſup with me to-night, my dear? 
Indeed, my dear,” anſwered. he, © I cannot. 1 


0 


am as much diſappointed as yeurſelf; but I am en- p 
* gaged to ſup abroad. I have abſolutely given my WI vas 
< honour; and beſides, it is on bulineſs of import I let: 
6 ance, , $CAVERE SOD 23 by 5 e "hy mr 
My dear,” faid ſhe, © I ſay no more. I am con- n 
vinced you would not willingly ſup from me. 1 b 
5 own it is a very particular diſappointment to me to- to] 
+ night, when I had propoſed unuſual pleaſure; but BY th; 
© the ſame reaſon which is ſufficient-to you, ought to BW wö 
v be ſow me? lh: MV | 
\- Booth made his wife a compliment on her ready WW ſo 
compliance, and then 'afked her, what ſhe intended, 
by giving him that money, or how ſhe came by itt 
I 4intead, my dear,” ſaid ſhe, to give it fou ,,, 
that is all. As to the manner in which I came by it, Wl «+ 
„you know, Billy, that is not very material.” 1 « 
© are well affured I got it by no means/which+wou s 


diſpleaſe you; and perhaps another time I m tell 
** you.“ Sn : 9 


Booth 


6 „ 1 e TA. 1 


Booth aſked no farther” queſtions; but he returned | 
| her, and inſiſted on her taking, all but one guine a, 
faying, ſhe was the ſafeſt treaſurer. He then promi- 
10 her to make all the haſte home in his power, and 
he hoped, he ſaid, to be with her in an hour and half 
it fartheſt, and then took his leave. 

When he was gone, the poor diſappointed Amelia. 
ft down to ſupper with her children; with whoſe com- 
pany ſhe was forced to conſole herſelf for the ablenee* 
gf. her huſband. . 
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HE clock had ſtruck eleven, and Amel Was 
juſt proceeding to put her children to bed, 
when ſhe heard a knock at the ſtreet door. Upon: 
which, the boy. cried out, There's papa, mamma, 
pray let me ſtay and fee him before 1 go to bed.” 
This was a favour very eaſily obtained; for Amella 
nftantly ran down ſtairs, exulting in the goodne!s of” 
her huſband for returning ſo ſoon, though half an 
hour was already elapſed e the thhe in which he 
promiſed to return - 

Poor Amelia was now again Alippointes 5 for it 
was not her huſband at the door, but a fervant with a 
letter for him; which he delivered into her hands: She 
immediately returned up ſtairs, and ſaid It was 
not your papa, my dear; but I hope it is one Who 
' hath brought us ſome good news” For Booth had 
told her, that he hourly expected to receive ſuch from 
che great man, and had deſired her to open _ letter” 
which came to him in Hs abſence.” © | 

Amelia therefore broke open the 01 and read. as 


ady follows: 


5 
i 
FL 
73 
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A , 1 
it, AFTER what fath paſt between us, 1 WET 
Tot only tell you that I know you ſupped this very 


un night alone with Miſs Matthews: a fact which will 
tel opbraid you ſufficiently, without putting me to that 
2 3 ah Was. 
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8 „ fix1 in the morning. Lou will forgive my remind 


J vic: cont tak Yours, e. 
„ Iſhall bring piſtols with we. 


the bottle of wine, which ſhe had hitherto Preſerved 


= 0 
. zr 
8 ˙ 
4 l 
* ** 
4 =z;3 
a - i 
a - : 
93933 f | 
73 7 
go ty 
i F | 
N he 4 
Y - "x 
25 2 
4 7 - => 1 7 
© LIED 4 
3 b 
LEY * 
\ +»! 
— LENS 
wa v3 Þ 7 
1 8 
5 
GRE, 515” 
_ £7 * 
: 
N tal 
* ö 1 
e 
4 bl p 
f 14 
CA 37 ” 
— 6, 
8 * * 
4 „ 
122 1 * 
18 
* 4 _— 
K 8 
. 9 
; 70 _- * 
51 * $8 
53 1 
W 9 
„ 
+ } + "4 
2 
* | 
+ © $0 ; 
E * 4 
= T5: 
= - 1 LE 4 
4 
FR 45 q 
E * 
* 
2 f w 
9 # 
8 FS 
* 2 
12 1 
9 Us : 
. 5 
+ i 3.2% 
4 2 & 
| i aA 
b i» * 
K * 
Fs Mo 4 
1 5X. . 
N LG. 
70 12 
«£ 14 
** 3 R 
RTE 7 
*. 5 _ 
Mt S: „ 
„ 
347 . 
$i Bs . 
n . 
"xs $ 4 a 
2 21 
1 1 
. 
1 '3-7% 
on , 
; N 
= 7 6 2 „ 
r We | 
: 
1 Cd - 3 
za 8 
by 1 
: . 
2 ot 
1 8 N. +I 
* 8 I 
- + © {IP 
4:8 
4," - 
-» f * 
0 
3 *2Z 
r 
+24: 
2 1 Ty. 
A N 4 « 
9 * . 7 
of ll . 
r 
> [7 © 
N N - - 4 - 
9 : 8 
i 1 : 
þ $ =p 
+» Lad * 
- * 27 N 
1" 
. 
„ 
3 
3 1 
45: 
1 
E 
U 
of 
9 9 - 
Ly N 
* 
1 
* 
” 
_ 
* TAX 
a P 
e 
„ 
* 
2 ; 
= ® 4 3 
nt 1 
* T1; Wy 
5 1 
, 
4 
EN * 
.. 
F 
WILKS. 
RAS £ 
- 4 8 a 
110 5 
7 
** bs * 
ou 8 
no 1 
0 18 
\ A 
. 
N * pe 
+ * 
o 8 
*. 
2 
E.! 
. 
Ml 
4 
5 
5 


: | for they were before embraeing her knees) and cried, 


ww 
5 * thy 
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trouble, and will very well account for my deſiring 
the favour of ſeeing you to-morrow, in Hyde-Park al 


ing you once more how inexcuſable this behavio 
is in you who are poſſeſſed in Forts own _ of t 10 


0 moſt ineftimable jewel. 1 #7 


ot Ta Jann ar! 


It is not eaſy to deſcribe the ination: of Amelia 
mind when ſhe read this letter. She threw herſelf in 
to her chair, turned as pale as death, began to trem 
ble all over, and had juſt power enough left to ta 


entire for her huſband, and o drink olf A large w 
bumper. of 
The . little boy 1 the denne Aragon 2 
which appeared 1 in his mother; and running to her a 
de cried, * What's the matter, my dear mamma, youll - © 
don't Look: well? No harm hath happened to poo « 
papa, I hope Sure that bad. man hath not carried 
57 him away again.“ l 1 c 
Amelia anſwered, * No, child, nothin g—nothing | 


at all. And then a large ſhower. tears came b 


to her aſſiſtance; which preſently after produced ti 
ſame in the eyes of both the children. 

Amelia, after a ſhort ſilence, looking tenderly at 
her children, cried out, It is too much, too much to 
bear. Why did I bring theſe. little wretches int 
the world! why were theſe innocents born to ſuch 
a fate! She then threw her arms round them bott 


e Oy YO EE; 


O my children! my children, forgive me, mij 
babes—Forgive me that I have brought. you in 
ſuch a world as this. You are NGO IE childrer f 
are undone.' ö 1 
The little boy 3 with. great ſpirit, Hou 
undone, mamma? my ſiſter and I don't care a far- | 
thing for being undone—Don't cry. ſo upen our ac. | 


counts—we are both very walls indeed we ve es | 
© a0! 
r 


chap. 9. A M B A 14A. 2271 
do pray tell us. I am ſure, ſome accident hath hap- 
* pened to poor papa. 

pened e rauh 2 23 2 | 

Mention him no more,” cries Amelia your papa 
« is—indeed he is a wicked man—he cares not for 
any of us------O Heavens, is this the happineſs I pro- 
miſed myſelf this evening! -At which words ſhe 
fell into an agony, holding both her children in her 
arms. | 1 | 
The maid of the houſe now entered the room, with 
2 letter in her hand, which ſhe had received from a 
porter, whoſe arrival the reader will not wonder to 
have been unheard by Amelia in her preſent condition. 

The maid, upon her entrance into the room, per- 
ceiving the ſituation of Amelia, cried out, Good 
Heavens! madam, what's the matter? Upon 
which, Amelia, who had a little recovered herſelf - 
after the laſt violent vent of her paſſion, ſtarted up - 
and cried—* Nothing, Mrs Suſan- --nothing extra- 
ordinary. I am ſubject to theſe fits ſometimes; but 
I am very well now. Come, my dear children, I am 
very well again; indeed I am. You muſt now go 
to bed; Mrs Suſan will be ſo good as to put you 
to bed. %% TOmny 
But why doth not papa love us?” cries the little 
boy, © Iam ſure, we have none of us done any thing 
© to diſoblige ? TT mg OO CO 
This innocent queſtion of the child fo ſtung Amelia, 
that ſhe had the utmoſt difficulty to prevent a relapſe. 
However ſhe took another dram af wine; for fo it 
might be called to her, who was the moſt temperate 
of women, and never exceeded three glaſſes on any 
occaſion. In this glaſs ſhe drank her children's health, 
and ſoon after ſo well ſoothed and compoſed them, 
that they went quietly away with Mrs Suſan. 
'The maid, in the ſhock ſhe had conceived at the 
melancholly, indeed frightful ſcene, Which had pre) 
ſented itſelf to her at her firſt coming into the room, 
had quite forgot the letter, which ſhe held in her 
hand. However, juſt at her departure, the recollected 
it, and delivered it to Amelia; who was no ſooner 
alone, than ſhe opened it, and read it as follows: 
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My deareſt ſweeteſt Iove, 


nf Write this- from the bailiff's houſe, where 1 1 
ce. 1 5 


formerly, and to which I am agai brought at 


the ſuit of that villain, Trent. I have the misfor: 
tune to think I owe this accident (I mean, that it 


© happened to-night) to my own folly, in endeavour. 
ing to keep a ſecret from. you my dear, had | 
had reſolution to confeſs my-crime to you, your for- 
giveneſs would, I am convinced, have coſt me only 
a few bluſkes, and I had now been happy in your 
arms. Fool that I was, to leave yon on ſuch an ac: 
count, and to add to a former tranſgreſſion a new 


the like kind; for of that I am not, nor ever will be 


guilty; and when you know the true reaſon of my 
, I think you will:pity,. rather 
© than upbraid me: F am ſure. you would, if you 


* 


leaving you to- ni 


a a 


knew the. compunction with: which I left you to go 
to the moſt worthleſs, the moſt infamons——Do 


cannot ſtain my paper—but ſtill, believe me no 
more guilty than I am—or, if it will leſſen your 
vexation at what hath befallen me, believe me as: 
guilty as you pleaſe, and think me, for a While at 


* 
4 5 | the re Gueſs that . crime. with which 
95 

c 


4 


leaſt, as undeſerving of you, as 4 think myſelf, 


and I truſt. on his goodneſs for-: my delivery once 
more from this place, and that I ſhall ſoon be able 
Fou, is the prayer of, 

| My deareſt love, 85 
+ Your very fond,. affeionate;. 
and hereafter faithful huſband, 


— 


„W. Boorz. 


one — Let by Heavens I mean not a tranſgreſſion of 


This paper and pen are ſo bad, L queſtion whether 
vou can read what I write; I almoſt doubt whether 
-1 with: you ſhould. Yer this I will endeavour to 
make as legible as I can«-----Be.comforted, my dear 
love, and {ill keep up your ſpirits with the hopes ot 
better days. The Doctor will be in town*to-morrow,. 


to repay him. That Heaven may blels and preſerve 
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Amelia pretty well gueſſed the obſcure meaning of 
this letter, which though at another time it might 
have given her unſpeakable torment, was at preſent 
rather of the medicinal kind, and ſerved to allay her 
anguiſh, Her anger to Booth too began a little to 
abate, and was ſoftened by her concern for his miſ- 
fortune. Upon the whole, however, ſhe paſſed a mi- 
ſerable and fleepleſs night, her gentle mind torn and 
iltracted with various and contending paſſions, di- 
ſtreſſed with doubts, and wandering in A kind of 
twilight, which preſented her only objects of different 
degrees of horror, and where black deſpair cloſed at 
2 mall diſtance the gloomy proſpect | 


4 


„ „ e 
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The book begins with polite hiftory. ale 


EFORE we return to the miſerable couple, 
whom we left at the end of the laſt book, we 

will give our reader the more chearful view of the 
gay and happy family of Colonel James. 
Mrs James, when the could not, as we have ſeen; 
prevail with Amelia to accept that invitation, which, : 
at the deſire of the Colonel, ſhe had ſo kindly and P 
obediently carried her, returned to her huſband, and ig 
acquainted him with the ill ſucceſs of her embaſfy; . 


at which, to ſay the truth, ſhe was: almoſt as much 5 
diſappointed as the Colonel himſelf : for he had not l 
taken a much ſtronger liking to Amelia, than ſhe her- "I 
ſelf had conceived for Booth. This. will. account for p 
ſome paſſages, which may have a little ſurpriſed the a 
reader in the former chapters of this hiſtory, as we Bo 
were got then at leiſure to communicate to them à "ok 
Hint of this kind: it was indeed on Mr Booth's ac- 1 
count that ſhe had been at the trouble of changing wie 


her dreſs at the maſquerade. OO fl 
But her paſſions of this ſort, happily for her, were 
not extremely ſtrong; the was therefore eaſily baulked, 
and as ſhe met with no encouragement from Booth, 
ſhe ſoon gave way to the impetuoſity of Miſs Mat. fp 
thews;. and from that time ſcarce thought more of 5 
the affair, till her huſband's defi againſt the wite 
revived hers likewiſe; inſomuch, that her pool 


he 


* 2 — * 
E C 2 
xs RR .- ” 


& ſhe termed the refuſal of all her offerte. 

The Colonel, ſeeing no hopes of ſoon poſſeſſing his 
new miſtreſs, began, like a prudent and, wiſe man, ta 
turn his thoughts towards the ſecuring his old one, 


behaviour of the ſhepherdeſs, and particularly her pre- 
frence of Booth, he had little doubt but that this was, 
the identical Miſs Matthews. He reſolved therefore 
to watch her cloſely, in hopes of diſcovering Booth's- 
utrigue with her. In this, beſides the remainder of 


mother view, as it would give him a fair pretence to 
quarrel with Booth; who, by carrying on this intrigue, 


And he began now to hate poor Booth heartily, from 
the ſame reaſon from which Mrs James had contracted 
her averſion to Amelia. „WV 3 
The Colonel therefore employed an inferior kind of. 
pimp to watch the lodgings of Miſs Matthews, and to 
quaint him if Booth, whoſe perſon was known to 
the pimp, made any. viſit there. WOT 
The pimp faithfully performed his office, and 


\ 


mediately acquainted his maſter with it. 


wich hopes of that very accident which actually did 
in him, and deſired to be prevented from fighting, but 
with a proſpect of injuring Booth in the affection and 
eſteem of Amelia, and of recommending himſelf ſome- 
for which purpoſe he added that compliment to Ame- 


if Booth himſelf opened the letter, he would certainly 
meet him the next morning ; but if his wife ſhould 


4 | fects 


Gb. . NELLA as 


at this time, certainly ſtrong enough for Booth, ta 
produce a good hearty hatred for Amelia, whom ſhe. - 
now abuſed to the Colonel in very groſs terms; both 
an the account of her poverty, and her inſolence: for 


from what his wife had mentioned, concerning the 


allection which he yet preſerved for that lady, he had 


vould have broke his word and honour given to him. 


having laſt night made the wiſhed - for diſcovery, im- 
Upon this news, the Colonel preſently diſſ patched to | 
Booth the ſhort note which we have before ſcen. He 
ſent it to his own houſe inſtead of Miſs Matthews's, - 


happen, Not that he had any ingredient of the bully _ 


Fhat to her by appearing in the light of her champion; 


lia in his letter. He concluded upon the whole, that, 


"pen it before he came home, it might have the ef- 
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tion with Booth, it would not be in Amelia's power 2 


vocation. He had been employed indeed in the ſerf 


| ed the faid Trent in dogging Booth and his wife tof 


Trent enjoined him the moment he had ſet him to give 


and performed accordingly. 


Amelia. 2 
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fects before-mentioned ; and for his future'expoſtuta i 


to prevent it. | e | 
Now it happened, that this pimp had more maſtersff 
than one. Amongſt theſe, was the worthy Mr Trent, 


for whom he had often done buſineſs of the pimping 


vice of the great peer himſelf, under the direction off 
the ſaid Trent, and was the very perſon who had aſſiſt- 


the opera- houſe on the maſquerade night. 
This ſubaltern pimp was with his ſuperior Trent 
yeſterday morning, when de ens a bailiff with him! 
in order to receive his inſtructions for the arreſtingf 
Booth; when the Bailiff ſaid it would be a very diff-! 
cult matter to take him; for that, to his knowledge, he 
was as ſhy a cock as any in England. The ſubaltern 
immediately acquainted Trent with the buſineſs in 
which he was employed by the Colonel. Upon which 


5 * . * 1 


immediate notice to the Bailiff; which he agreed to, 
The Bailiff, on receiving the notice, immediately 
fet out for his ſtand at an alehouſe within three doors 
of Miſs Matthews's lodgings. At which, -unfortu- 
nately for poor Booth, he arrived a very few minutes 


before Booth left that lady in order to return to 


' Theſe were ſeveral matters, of which we thought 
neceſſary our reader ſhould be informed ; for, beſides 
that it conduces greatly to a perfe& underſtanding of 
all hiſtory, there is no exerciſe of the mind of a ſen- 
fible reader more pleaſant than the tracing of the ſe- 
veral ſmall and almoſt imperceptible links in every 
chain of events by which all the great actions of the 
world are produced. We will now in the next chap- 


*. 


ter proceed with our hiftory, ''' 


7 
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c H A p. II. _ 
In which Amelia whe ts her hit 0206. 


MELIA, aſter Weck anxious 8 in 


Chap. 2+ 


hoband was leſs guilty than the” had at firſt imagined 
him, and that he had ſome good e to make for 
timfelf (for, indeed; ſhe was not ſo able as willing to 
make one ſor him); at length reſolved to ſet out for 


the bailiff 's caſte, Having therefore ſtrictly recom- 


mended the care of her children to her good landlady, 
ſhe ſent for a hackney- coach, and vrdced the coach- 
man to drive to Gray's-Inn-Lane. © © 

When ſhe came to the houſe, and aſked for the Cap - 
tain, the bailiff 's wife; who came to the door, gueſſing, 
by the greatneſs of her beauty and the diſorder of her 
drefs, that the was a young lady of pleaſure, anſwered 
ſurlily, Captain I do not know of any captain 
that is here, not I; 


whores ; eſpecially to thoſe of the handſome” kind; 


for ſome ſuch ſhe ſuſpected to go ſhares with her in a 
certain Properly to RES: ke law gore her the ſole | 


light. 


Amelia replied] ſhe vas certain chat Captain Booth 


was there. Well, if he is fo,” cries the Bailiff s 
wife, you may come into the kitchen, if you will— 
and he ſhall be called down to you if you have any 
© buſineſs with him.” At the fame time ſhe muttered 


fomething to herſeH, and concluded a little more in- 


telligibly, though ay pond * | muctering reg that the 
kept no ſuch houfe. is 
Amelia, whoſe innocence gave her no faſpicion of 
the true caufe of this good woman's ſullenneſs, was 
ſrightened, and began to fear ſhe knew not what. At 
laſt ſhe nad a ſhift to totter into the kitchen, when 
the miſtreſs of the houſe aſked her, Well, Madam, 
5 {hall I tell the Captain wants to ſpeak with him ?? 
* I aſk your pardon, Madam,” cries Amelia, © in 
y confuſion, I really forgot you did not know me 


Stell him, * you r that J ain his wife“. 
Vor. II. | A 1 5 0 Apd 


which ſhe ſometimes flattered herſelf that her 


for this good woman was, as 
well as dame Purgante i in Prior, a bitter enemy to all 


— m_— - — 
— — — r — 3 - = 
EVE — . 3 — . bd — 
— „„ Sabo. = 


I ee LE 
<_—_ — . 8 8 


. 
— — — 4 — a — — — *. 
== — o — = 


8 


1 


— — 
2 ů —— —— 


— 


— — ͤ— 
. 28 
o 


P _=ry rex r= 
-— —— o - * © — 


— _— won _ — — — we * 


— 
Fg” 
— an 


22 — 
5 AC Þ Sa SE rs ; 
2 , 3 1 4 4% - way >. . = - S = 
* 8 PF =_—_ 13 5 An * 44 * L \ i 
I = \ _— - > Ld \ — 
ES n 3 CREED" — 2 x 1666 N = a> \ e N 2 —_ 
: : nd 9 — „ nes 4 - 4. I a —— #5 onto gs > \ _— ©. #.% qa; EY 
— 0 A . 25 3 3 5 F th — 5 . k Ax l — = » n . 

k 4 7 mm l l 5 8 ” i 1 ff - 
rn — — n 1 D 1 . — 8 r TY 
ONES. . »— 6 — I, = CES . er N + : — * 7 

n _% ä oe ot wt +4 how — 4 — X * oo are ec . 3 5 n > — 4 

N 12 4 ALT 2 err is * Sp . * * * St, * 4 8 7 p , * * * n *3 6 = r * + 2. — * 4 a . . * p "6 8 = N 
pal " < — Nr . * 2 ©; dj GIL EW 5 

* p l 2 — n n 


* n 8 — 
ö 
. ne Ps nog ne 

_ +4 * * C 


F<: * 
3 n 
r 
* 
— 


2 
2 n * 
— 


11 
you 8 
3 Co \ —_ N 

. WEL 

23 5 .* -* » te 1 23 * = $5 
— ETON Tn pt; ty nnn * I rd LACIE CAT 
N a 8 3 ad. SES OK , n. * 
. T o ” r * c 8 

2 _ 


——U— — —— — 
* 
— 1 


for, indeed, in her preſent diſpoſition, Amelia was 
_ 2s much exaſperated againſt wicked women as the 


| having unlccked the priſoner” s door, cried, ap. 


ſiderable time with ſo much rapture, that the bailiff's 


When Booth found himſelf alone with his wife, 3 


I ſo juſtly deſerve ?? 7 
Am] ſo given to upbraiding then ? * ay ſhe, in 


my gvile ſo great 


damn 


And deed his wife, M In by 
And are you indeed his w e, adam?“ | 
Bailiff, a we ſoftened, '' .. wer : 
© "Eb, + indeed, and upon my honour, anſwer as 
Amelia. T 
I this be the caſe,” cries the other; Jou may 1 
4 wal up ſtairs, if you pleaſe. Heayen forbid, 1 i 
£ ſhould part man and wife. Indeed; I think they c 
can never be too much together. But I never will 0 
? ſuffer any bad doings in my houſe, nor any of the = - 
* town ladies to come to gentlemen here,” 1 | 3 
Amelia anſwered, that ſhe liked her the —— = 1 


virtuous miſtreſs of the houle, or any other: virtuous 
woman, could be. 


The Bailiff 's wife then uſhered Amelia up ſtairs, and 


« tain, here is your lady, Sir, come to ſee you.” At 
which words, Booth ſtarted up from his chair, -and 
caught Amelia in his arms, embracing her for a con- 


wife, who was an eye-witneſs of this violent fondneſs, 
began to ſuſpect whether Amelia had really told her 
truth, However, ſhe had ſome little awe of the: Cap- 
tain, and for fear of being in the wrong did not in- 
terfere, but ſhut the door and turned the key. 


had vented the firſt violence of his rapture in kiſſes 
and embraces, he looked tenderly at her, and cried, 
Is it poflible, Amelia, is it poſſible you can have 
this goodneſs to follow ſuch a wretch as me to ſuch 
£ a place as this? or do you come to upbraid me 
« with my guilt, and to fink me down to tha e 


a gentle voice; have lever given you occaſion to 
khink I would fink you to per dition? 

Far be it from me, my love, to think ſo, an- 
ſwered he. And yet vou may forgive the utmolt 
« fears of an offending, penitent ſinner. I know, in- 
« deed, the extent of your e ad ves e 


Ff . »* >» *# 


Le 


chip. 2. E E TO: A. 279 
Alas! Mr Booth, ſaid ſne, what guilt is chis 
which you mention, and which vou writ to me of 
+ laſt night - Sure, by your mentioning to me ſo 
« much, you intend to tell me more, nay, indeed, ta 
« tell me all Land not leade my mind open to fuſpt- 
cions perhaps ten times worſe chan the truth.“ 
Will you give me a patient hearing ?* ſaid he. 

« will, indeed, anfwered'the ;* nay, I am pre- 
' pared to hear the worſt you can unfold; nag, 2 5 
1 haps, the: worſt is ſhort of my appreben fiohs. * 
Booth then, after a little further apology, bega 
* related to her the whole that had paſſed between 
bim and Miſs Matthews, from their firſt meeting in 
the priſon. to their ſeparation the preceding evenin 

All which, as the reader knows it already, it wou 4 
be re and unpardonable to tranſcribe. from his 
mouth. He told her likewiſe all that he had done 
and ſuffered, to conceal his tranſgreſſion from her 
knowledge. I his, he aſſured her, was the buſineſs of 
bis viſit laſt night; the conſequence of which was; he 
declared in the moſt ſolemn manner, no other than an 
abſolute quarrel with Mils mne whom he had 
taken a final leave. 

When he had ended his narration; Amiblin; after a 
ſhort filence,, anſwered, — Indeed, I firmly believe 
* every ward you haveſaid—but I cannot now forgive 
you the fault you have confeſſ nd my reaſon is 
T becauſe I have forgiven it long ago. Here, my 
dear, ſaid ſhe, is an inſtance chat I am likewiſe: 
þ capable of keeping a ſecret.” | She then delivered 
her huſband a letter, which ſhe had ſome time ago re- 
eeived from: Miſs: Matthews, and which was the ſame 
which that lady had mentioned, and ſuppoſed, as. 
Booth had never heard of it, that it had miſcarried; 
for.ſhe ſent it 2 the penny poſt. In this letter, which 
was ſigned by a feigned name, ſhe had acquainted 
Amelia with ar infidelity of her huſband, and had be- 
ides very greatly abuſed him; taxing him with many 
kalſhoods; and, among the reſt, wich having ſpoken: | 
ns fightingly and diſreſpectfully of his wife. 

8 Amelia never ſhined forth to Booth in ſo amiable 
1 and great a. light, nor did his own. unworthineſs ever” 
1 | As. 8 appear 
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aſſure you I had, till laſt night revived it in my me. 


_ © which ſhe had conferred on you, and which you had 


and accompanied them with the varmeſt embrares. 


they both forgot the dreadful ſituation of their affairs. 


curred to Amelia, that, though ſhe had the liberty of 
leaving that houſe when ſhe pleaſed, ſhe could nct 
take her beloved huſband wich her. This thought | 
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appear to him ſo mean and contemptible, as at this 
inſtant. However, when he had read the letter, he 
uttered many violent proteſtations to her, that all 
which related to herſelf was abſolutely falſ. 
- © am convinced it is,“ ſaid the. © 1 would not 
have a ſuſpicion of the contrary for the world. 


© mory, almoſt forgot the letter; for, as I well knew 
* from whom it came, by her mentioning obligations 


more than once ſpoken. to me of, I large al. 
* Jowances for the ſituation you was then in; and! 
* was the more ſatisfied, as the letter itſelf, as well as 
* many. other circumſtances, convinced me the affair 
* was at an end. F 

Booth now uttered the moſt extravagant expreſſiom 
of admiration and fondneſs that his heart could dictate, 


All which warmth and tenderneſs ſhe returned; and 
tears of love and joy guſhed from both their eyes. So | 
raviſhed indeed were their hearts, that for ſome time 


This, however, was but a ſhort reveris, It ſoon re- 


ſtung her tender boſom to the quick; and ſhe could 
not io far command herſelf, as to refrain from many 
ſqrrowful exclamations againſt the hardfhip of their 
deſtiny; but when ſhe ſaw the: effect they og” 
Booth, ſhe ſtifled her riſing grief, forced a little chear- 
fulneſs into her countenance, and exerting all the ſpi- « 
rits ſhe could raiſe within herſelf, expreſſed her hopes 


of ſeeing a ſpeedy end to their ſufferings. /She then 5 
aſked her huſband: what ſhe ſnould do for him, and to 1 


1 . 


whom ſhe ſhould apply for his deliverance, 1 fu 
Jou know, my dear, cries Booth, that the 
Dcctor is to be in town ſome. time to- day. My hopes 4 


. © of immediate redemption are onlx in him g and if 


* that can be obtained, I make no doubt but af the. 


*. ſaccels of that affair which is in the hands of a gen- 4 
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tleman who hath faithfully promiſed, and in whoſe 
power I] am ſo well aſſured it is, to ſerve me.“ 
Thus did this poor man ſupport his hopes by a nes: 
nendance on that ticket which he had fo dearly par- 
chaſed 'of one who. pretended to manage the wh '$= 
in the great ſtate lottery of preferment. A lottery in 
deed, which hath this to recommend it, that miny- 
poor wretches feed their imaginations with the pro- 
ſpect of a prize during their whole- lives, and never 
diſcover they have drawn a blank. 7 

Amelia, who was of a pretty ſanguine temper; and- 
vas entirely ignorant of theſe matters, was full as eaſy - 
to be deceived into hopes as her huſband ; but in rea- 
lity at preſent the turned her eyes to no diſtant pro- 
ſpect; the deſire of regaining her nne liberty” 
having engroſſed her whole mind. 

While they were diſeourſing on theſe matters; they 
heard a violent noiſe in the houſe, and immediately 
after ſeveral perſons paſſed by their door up ſtairs to 
the apartment over their head. This greatly Terriieg? 
the gentle. ſpirit of Arcelia, and ſhe cried—+ Good 


place? I am terrified with a thouſand fears concern- : 
ing you.“ oh 7% 
- Booth endeavoured to e der faying, a8 bay 
was in no manner of danger, and that he doubted not 
but that the Doctor would ſoon be with him;—© And 
4 "ſtay, my dear,“ cries he, *-now. I recolle&, ſuppoſe 
you ſhould apply to my old friend James; for I be- 
lieve you are pretty. well ſatisfied, that your ap- 
prehenſions of hin were zroundleſs. I have no 
* reaſon to think but that he would nar au ene to 
ſerve me as formerly.“ 
Amelia turned pale as aſhes at the name of James, 
and, inſtead of making a direct anſwer. to her huſband, 
ite laid hold of him, and cried, © My dear, I have 
one favour to beg of you, and I inſiſt on your grant- 
ing it me.. 
Booth readily ſwore he- would deny her nothing. 
It is only this, my dear, ſaid ſhe, that, if that de- 
* teſted Colonel comes, you will not ſee him. Let the 
©Fople of the houſe tell him you are not here.“ 
A a3 He 


Heavens! my dear, mult I leave you in this horrid 
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He knows nothing of my being here} anſwered 
Booth but why 1 ſhould I refuſe to ſee: him, if he 
c ſhould be kind enough to come hither. to me? In- 
* deed, my Amelia, you have taken a Gille to that 
* man without ſufficient. reaſon.. 
] peak not upon that account, cries. Amelia; of but 
I ͤ have had dreams laſt night about you two. Per- 
£ hape you will laugh at my folly; but pray indulge 
beit. Nay, I wſilt on your Promi of not denging 
Me,” 
. © Dreams! my ow creature, \anſweredhe. « What ' 
dream can you have had of us? # 
One too horrible to be mentioned,” . ſhe: 
I cannot think of it without horror ; and, un- 
* Jeſs you will promiſe me not to ſee the Colonel till! 


return, I poſitively will never leave you:?: QF; 5 
- * Indeed, my Amelia, ſaid Boeth, I never bow itt 
vou unreaſonable before. How. can a woman of _ ſtair 
+ ſenſe talk of dreams? + 4. | for 

Suffer me to be once at leaſt ee -fais Wl © 
Amelia; as you are ſo good-natured to fay L am not ay 
« often ſo. Conſider what I have lately ſuffered, and Wl il! 
© how weak my ſpirits mult be at this time. lin 


As Booth was going to ſpeak, the Bailiff without | 

any ceremony entered the room; and cried, No of- © 

* fence, I hope, Madam; my wife, it ſeems, did not cre 

know you. She thought the Captain had a mind for ne 
a bit of fleſh by the bye. But I have quieted all mat- 

ters: for I know you very well; I have ſeen that 

85 handſome face many a time, when I have been wait- 

ing upon the Captain formerly, No offence, | hope, 

Madam; but if my wife was as handſome as you are / 

Al ſhould not look for worſe goods abroad.” 


Booth conceived ſome diſpleaſure at this ſpeech; but a 
he did not think proper to expreſs more than a pilb. to 
And then aſked the Bailiff what was the n ö 

| 12 the noiſe they heard juſt now. th 

* I know of no noiſe,” anſwered the Baikff. L Some hi 

of my men have been carrying a piece of bad lug- : 


gage up ſtairs; a poor raſca} that reſiſted the aw 
. and juſtice; ſo 1 gave him a cut or two with a 2 


* If they ſhall prove nen n thank hiar- "Hl I 


ap. . r 3 A ws 
« ſelf for I If a man will not behave like a gentle- 
man to an officer, he muſt take the conſequence; s 
but I muſt ſay that for you, Captain, you behave _ 
« yourſelf like a gentleman; and therefore I ſhall all 
« ways uſe you as ſuch; and T hope you will find bail 
« ſoon with all my heart. This is but a paultry ſam to 
« what the laſt was; and I do aſſure Jou, there eme : 
thing elſe againſt you in the office.” -- 

The latter part of the Bailiff's ſpeech Wee 
comforted Amelia, who had been a little frightened 
by the former; and ſhe. ſoon after took leave of her 
huſband, to go in queſt of the Doctor, who, as Ame- 
la had heard that morning, was expected in town that 
rery day, which was ſomewhat ſooner than he had ins = 
tended at his departure. ö 
. Before the went, however, the left A ariet ne 
vith the Bailiff, who uſhered her very civilly down 
fairs, that if one Colonel James came there to enquire 
for her huſband,” he ſhould deny that he was there. 
She then departed; and the Bailiff immediately 
rave a very ſtrict charge to his wife, his maid, and his 
lollowers, that if one Colonel James, or any one from 
him, ſhould enquire after the Captain, they ſhould 
kt him know he had the Captain above ſtairs : for he 
doubted not but that the Colonel was one of Booth's 
creditors; and hg Wt 280 a ſecond enn en ve his 


Means, | 
G n A N M. 
Containing maiter pertinent | to the hiſtory. 


ME LI A, in her way to che Doctor's, determi- . 
\ ned juſt to ſtop at her own lodgings which lay 
2 little out of the road, and to ay a momentary ee 
to her children. | 
This was fortunate. enough; for had ſhe called at | 
the Doctor's houſe, ſhe would have heard nothing of 
him, which would have cauſed in her ſome alarm ＋ * 
uſappointment'; : for the Doctor was ſet down at Mrs 
Atkinſon” 8, where he was directed to Amelia's lodge . 
ings, to w hich we went before he called at | bis * 
p : Al 2 
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The Doctor had been a little ſurpriſed at not find. 
ing Amelia at home, nor any one that could: give an 
account of her. He was now more ſurpriſed to ſcel 
her come in ſuch a dreſs, and at the diforder which 
he very plainly perceived in her pale and melancholyfi 
countenance. He addreſſed her firſt (for, indeed, ſhe 
was in no great haſte to ſpeak), and cried, My dear 
child, what is the matter? where is your huſband? 
ſome miſchief, 1 am afraid, hath happened to him inf 
my abſence.” V 
Oh, my dear Doctor,“ anſwered Amelia, f. 


4. ſome good angel : hath: {ent you hither, My poo 


© Will is arreſted agatn. I left him in the moſt miſes 
rable condition in the very houſe whence your goods 
F-neſs formerly redeemed. him J 
- ©: Arreſted l' cries-the Doctor. Then it muſt be 
for ſome very inconſiderableitfifle.”.' .. 
I Wiſh it was, ſaid Amelia, but it is for no le 
than fifty pound.” on pre arg 
Then, cries: the Doctor, he hath been diſingenuous 
with me. He told me, he did not owe ten poundsff 
in the world for which he was liable to be ſued.“ 
© I know not what to ſay,” cries Amelia. Indeed 


l Tam afraid to tell you the truth.“ 


* How, child,” faid the Doctor, —---—* I hope you 
will never diſguiſe it to any one, eſpecially to me. 
Any prevarication, ] promiſe: you, will forfeit my 
friendſhip for ever.. e e 
« I Will tell you the whole, cries Amelia, and 
rely entirely on your goodneſs She then related 
the gaming ſtory, not forgetting to ſet in the fullelt 
light, and to lay the-ftrongeſt emphaſis on his promiſe 


The Doctor fetched a deep figh when he bad heard 


Amelia's relation, and cried, * Lam ſorry, child, for 
the ſhare you are to partake in your huſband ſuffer- 


© gs! but as for him, I really think he deſerves ne 


- £. compaſſion. You ſay, he hath promiſed never to play 


* again ; but I muſt tell you he hath broke his promiſe 
to me already: for I bad heard he was es 
5 k : ; s 2 
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{died to this vice, and had given him ſufficient cau- 
tion againſt it. You will conſider, child, I am ak 

ready pretty largely engaged for him; every farthing 
« of which, Lam ſenſible, I muſt pay. You know I would 
go to the utmolt verge of prudence to ſerve you; but 
| muſt not exceed my ability, which is not very - 

(great; and 1 have ſeveral families on my hands, 
vxho are by misfortune alone brought to want. Ido 
( aſſure you, I cannat at preſent anſwer for ſuch a ſum 
i as this, without diſtreſſing my own circumſtances.“ 

« Then Heaven have mercy upon us : all ?? cries 
Amelia ; for we have no other friend on earth—My 
c huſband is undone aſs ene poor i wretches 
( muſt be ſtarved.” - 

The Doctor caſt he eyes on Wade lieh pre. hen 
e; I hope not ſo. I told you I muſt: diſtreſs 
my circumſtances, and I will diſtreſs them this once 
on your account, and on the aceount of theſe poor 
little babes But things muſt not go on any longer 
' in this way Lou mult take a heroic reſolution, 
'] will hire a coach fer you to-morrow. morning, 
which ſhall carry you all down to my parſonage- 
' houſe. There you ſhall have my protection, till 
ſomething can be done for your huſband; of which, 
fy 2 plain Wan pong J at. e fre no hes 
hood.“ Riad . 

Amelia fell upon ber ah in an ecllaly of thankf 
piving to the Doctor, who: immediately raiſed her up 
and placed her in her chair, She then recollected 
berlelf, and faid---< Oh ! my worthy friend, I have ſtill 

another matter to mention to you, in which I muſt 
have both your advice and aſſiſtance. My ſoul bluſhes 
to give you all this trouble; but what other friend 
| have [ ?-----Lndeed,: what: other friend: could 1 * 

' ply to ſo properly on ſuch an occaſion ? 

Ihe Doctor, with a very kind voice anc counte= 
nance, defired her to ſpeak. She then ſaid, Oh l Sir 
that wicked Colonel, whom I have mentioned to you 
formerly, hath picked ſome quarrel with my huſband 

' (for ſhe did not think proper to mention the cauſe); 
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plain and; poſitive precepts of: religion, and tending 


ST"; 


from their. extreme cowardice, and deſire of pro- 


. 1 1 , þ . "IR OY SEDTY 
the bottom, not. only the better, but the braver 


always inſtruction, and your word a laẽ- W! 
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: 4 laſt ni ght, after he was : arreſted; * opened and 
.c. read K. ; a yy > ily” BY 15 1505 4 * Fr . fp 44 1 


Give it me, child,” ſaid the Doctor 


* 


- 
MW, 


She anſwered, the had burned it; as was indeed true 
But I remember it was an appointment to meet at 
* ſword and piſtol this morning at Hyde - park? 

* Make yourſelf eaſy, my dear child, cries the Doc. 
tor, I will take care to prevent any miſphief. 
But conſider, my dear Sir, ſaid the; + this ig; 
tender matter. My hpſband's honour is teibe pre. 
*.fervedias well as his Hife... 
Andi ſo is his ſoul, whick ought:to be the dkareſt 
aof all things,“ cries the * Honour — 2 
Can honour dictate to him to diſobey the expreſ 
* commands of his Maker, in compliance with a cu 
ſtom eſtabliſhed by a ſet of blockheads, founded on 
“ falſe principles of viptue, in direct qppoſition to the 


* manifeſtly to give a ſanction to ruſfians, and proted 
them in: all the ways of impudence and: villany ?> 
All this, I believe, is very true, cries Amelia } 
but yet you know, Doctor, the opinion of the world.“ 
Fou talk ſimply, child,” cries the Doctor. What 
dis the opinion of the world oppoſed to religion and 
virtue ? but ou are in the wrong. It is not the 
opinion of the world; it is the opinion of the idle, 
ignorant, and proflſigate. It is imꝑoſſible it ſhould 
be the opinion of one man of ſenſe, whayis in earueſ 
in his belief of our religion. Chiefſy indeed it bath 
been upheld: by the nonſenſe of women; who, either 


vanity, have been always forward to countenance 4 
* fet of hectors and bravoes, and to deſpiſe all men 
af modeſty and ſobriety; though theſe are oſten, at 


Tou know, Doctor, cries Amelia; I have never 
{ preſumed to argue wih you; your op is to me 


49 Indeed, child, cries the Doctor, Iknom you are | 


a good woman; and yet I muſt obſerve to you, me | 


- 


| 1 very 1 1 Gals the 5 of female va- 
« nity with the heroiſm of By man, old Homer ſeems 
« to make the characteriſtic of a bad and looſe wo- 
man. He introduces Helen upbraiding her gallant 
with having quitted the fight, and left the victory 
i to Menelaus, and ſeeming to be ſerry that ſhe had 
left her buſband, only becauſe he was the better 
duelliſt of the two: but in how different a light 
( doth he repreſent the tender and chaſte love of 
{ Andromache to her worthy Hector! the diſſuades 
i him from expoſing himſelf bay danger even in a juſt 
(cauſe, This is indeed a weakneſs; but it is an 
' amiable one, and becoming the true feminine cha- 
i rafter ; but a woman, who, out of heroie vanity, 

i (for ſo it is), would hazard not only the life, but. 
i the ſoul too of her huſband in a duel, is a monſter, 
© and ought to be painted in no other charadter than 
that of a Fury.“ 

© I aſſure you, Doctor cries 5 Amelia, c 1 never ſaw 
this matter in the odious light, in which you have 


u. © colle& what I have formerly ſaid on this ſubject.—— 
hat © And yet, whillt the opinion of the world is as it is, 
nd one would wiſh to comply as far as poſſible—eſpe- 
the ' cially as my huſband is an officer of the army. If 


le: © it can be done therefore with , to his ho- 
uld nour rn fo bd ores | 

ne Again honour!” cries. s che ee ( Indeed 1 will 
ach not ſuffer that noble word to be ſo baſely and bar- 
he WM barouſly proſtituted. I have known ſome of theſe 
50: © men of honour, as they call themſelves, to be the 


de moſt arrant raſcals in the univerſe. . 

e 4 Well, 1 aſk your pardon, ſaid ſne.— 1 
nen Wl then, if you pleaſe------or any other word you like 
at better ou know my meaning Fer well, » 
ver do know your meaning, ' cries the Doctor, and 


me as made Dido fall in love with Eneas.. 


Nay, dear Sir,“ ſaid Amelia, do not rally ms, 


are Wl © 1 8 think, (where © YE Poon: buſhagd. 1s. 
hat now. 


truly repreſented it, before, I am aſhamed to re- 


„ „Virgil knew it a great while ago. The next time. 
ver yon ſee your friend Mrs Atkinſon, alk her what. it 
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tion the immediately execute. 


e is, anfivered the Doctor, where I will pre- 


ſently be with him. In the mean time, do you 
pack up every thing in order for your journey to- 


= 


morrow; for, if. you are wile, you will not truſſ 


your huſband a day longer in this town - therefore 


DER, BT 


4 : T's N * 4:43 WS: B an SY J 
Amelia promiſed ſhe would though indeed ſhe 
wanted not any warning for her journey on this ac-! 


count; for when ſhe packed up herſelf in the coach, 


ſhe packed up her all. However, ſhe did not think 


. £ 


now in pretty good humour, ſhe did not care to ven- 
ture again diſcompoſing his tempeer. 


proper to mention this to the Doctor; for as he was 


The Doctor then ſet out for Grays-Inn- Lane; and, 


as ſoon as he was gone, Amelia began to conſider of 


her incapacity to take a journey in her preſent ſitua· 
tion, without even a clean ſnift. At laſt the reſolved, 


as ſhe was poſſeſſed of ſeven guineas and a half, to go 
to her friend and redeem Tone of her own and her 
huſband's linen out of captivity; indeed juſt ſo much, 
as would render it barely poſſible for them to go out 
of town with any kind of decency. And tkis reſolu- 


— 
— 5 
8 3 

8 F 


#7 . 


pawn-broker (if a man who lends under thirty per cent, 
deſerves that name) he ſaid to her, Pray, Madam, 
did you know that man who was here yeſterday, 
< when you brought the picture? Amelia anſwered 
in the negative. Indeed, Madam,“ ſaid the broker, 


© he knows you, though he did nor recolle& you vn 


As ſoon as ſhe had finiſhed her büfinefs with the 


yon was here, as your hood was drawn over yours 


face; but the moment you Was gone; he begged to 
look at the picture, which I, thinking no harm, per- 
< mitted. He had ſcarce looked upòn it, when be 


4 . i 2 N >. #7 7 2 188 6.395... 4 
3 cried out- By heaven and earth, it is her picture, 
He then aſked me if I knew you- , Indeed, fays . 


er I never faw the lady before..“ 


In this faſt particular, however, the pawn- broker 
a little favoured of his profeſſion, and made a {mall 
deviation from the truth : for when the man had 
aſked him-if he knew the lady; he anſwered ſhe was 
ſome poor undone woman, who had pawned =—_ 


; * 


little 


he v 
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cloaths to him the day before; and I ſuppoſe, ſays hes 
this picture is the laſt of her goods and chattels. This 
hint we thought proper to give the reader, as it may 
chance to be material. „ 1 3 
Amelia anſwered coldly, that ſne had taken ſo very 
little notice of the man, that ſhe ſcarce remembered 
he was there. Cue VV 
J aſſure yon, Madam,” ſays. the pawn- broker, he 
© hath taken very great notice of you; for the man 
© changed countenance upon what I ſaid, and pre - 
ſently after begged me to give him a dram. * OQho!' 
« thinks I to myſelf, are you thereabouts ? I would 
WM «© not be ſo much in love with ſome folks, as ſome: 
nd, © people are, for more intereſt than I ſhall ever make 
of WM © of a thouſand pound.“ 4 


a- Amelia bluſhed, and ſaid with ſome peeviſſineſs, 


ed, chat ſhe knew nothing of the man; but ſuppoſed he 
80 was ſome impertinent fellow or other. a 
her Nay, Madam,” anſwered the pawn- broker, I af- 
ch, * ſure you he is not worthy your regard. He is a poor 
out * wretch, and I believe I am poſſeſſed of moſt of his 
lo- * moveables. However, I hope you are not offend- 
ed; for, indeed, he ſaid no harm; but he was very 
the WI © ftrangely diſordered, that is the truth of it. 


ont. Amelia was very deſirous of putting an end to this 
am, converſation, and altogether as eager to return to her 


lay, children; ſhe therefore bundled up her things as faſt 


red WI as ſhe could, and calling for a hackney- coach, direct- 
ker, ed the coachman to her lodgings, and bid him drive 


hile i her home with all the haſte he could. 


our 
8. In «vhich Dr Harriſon vifits Colonel James. 
re,” THE Doctor, when he left Amelia, intended to 


his mind, and determined firſt to call on the Colonel, 


per BY as he thought it was proper to put an end to that 
7 matter, before he gave Booth his liberty. 
f 


The Doctor found the two Colonels, James and 
Bath, together. They both received him very civilly; 
You, IR B b £5 kar 


go directly to Booth; but he preſently changed 
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for James was a very well-bred man; and Bath always 
ſhewed a particular reſpect to the "clergy, he being 
indeed a perfect good brian, ee in th articles 
of fighting and {wearing. | 

Our Divine ſat ſome time- e mentonhg the 
ſubject of his errand, in hopes that Bath would go 


away ; but when he found no likelihood of that (for 
indeed Bath was of the two much the moſt pleaſed 


with his company), he told James, that he had ſome- 


thing to ſay to him relating to Mr Booth, which he 


believed he might ſpeak before his brother.” 


« Undoubtedly, Sir,“ ſaid James; * for there 5 


* be no ſecrets between us which wy brother ny nor 
hear,” 


I come then to you, Sir,” ſaid the Doctor, from 
the moſt unhappy woman in the world, to whoſe 
afflictions you have very greatly and very cruelly | 


added, by ſending a challenge to her hufbang, 


had the man, for whom you deſigned it, received 
it, I am afraid you would” not have feen me upon 
this occafion.” 

I I writ ſuch a letter to Mr Booth, Sir,” ſaid 


SES LINDO 


James, you may be aſſured 4 _ not expe os 1 of 


in anſwer to it.“ 
I do not think you did,” cries the Doctor; but 
you have great reaſon to thank Heaven for ordering 
this matter contrary to your expectations. I know 
not what trifle may have drawn this challenge from 


of you, Sir, I muſt plainly tell you, that, if you had 
added to your guilt already committed againſt this 
man that of having his blood upon your hands, your 
ſoul would have become as black as hell itſelf.” 
Give me leave to ſay,” cries the Colonel, this is 
a langu age which I am not uſed to hear; and if 
your cloth was not your protection, you ſhould not 
ive it me with impunity. After what you know of 
me, Sir ! What do you preſume to know of me to 
my diſadvantage? 
« You ſay my cloth is my protection, Colonel, an- al 
ſwered the Doctor, * therefore pray wy aſide your 5 
a F 


1 L 6 AK. Beck A | 


which hath very luckily fallen into her hands; for | 


you; but, after what I have ſome reafon to know | 


14 * 
8 


3 


Chap. 4- AM EIL. I A I. 
ger; 1 do not come with any deſign of afronng or 
offending you, 
Very well,” cries s Bath, that declaration; is full 
Tome from a clergyman, | Jet m ſay what: he 
pleaſes,” | 


Indeed, Sir, ſays the Doctor, very mildly, c 1 con- 


ſult equally the good of yo both, and, in a ſpiri- 


« tual ſenſe, more eſpectally yours; for Your: know. you 
have injured this poor man. 

so ſar to the contrary,” eries James, - that] have 
been his greateſt benefactor; I ſcorn to upbraid- 
him; but you force me to it. Nor have Lever done 
him the leaſt | injury. 

Perhaps not, ſaid the Beba « I will alter what 

have ſaid —-But for this I apply to your honour 

Have not you intended him an injury, the very 
© intention of which cancels every obligation? 

© How, Sir, anſwered ib Colonel Wust do Fa 
mean?! 

My meaning, replied the Doctor, © is 4 too 
tender to mention -- Come, Colonel, examine your 
* own heart; and then anſwer me on your honour, if 

you have not intended to do him the bighel wrong 
* which one man can do to another,” 1:43 

© I do not know what you mean by the queſtion,” 
anſwered the Colonel. | 

* D----n me, the queſtion is very tranſparent,” cries 
Bath, From any ether man it would bean affront 

wich the ſtrongeſt emphaſis, but, from one ef the Doc 
 tor's cloth, it demands a categorical anſwer. 

I am not a papiſt, Sir, anſwered Colonel James, 
nor am I obliged te confeſs to my prieſt. But if you 
* have any thing to ſay, ſpeak W e If do. not 
© underſtand your meaning. 

I have explained my meaning to you a 
ſaid the Doctor, * ire a letter I wrote to you on the ſub- 

ject.— a ſubject which I am ſorry 1 ſhould have any | 
* occaſion to write upon to a Chriſtian,” _ 

* I do remember now, cries the Colonel, that E 


received a very impertinent letter, ſomething like a 


* ſermon, againſt adultery; but 1 did not 8 to- 
hear the author own it to my face.“ | 
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* right; but 1 think this e benden 8. 


„That brave man . Sir, anfweng the > wag 


« ſtands before you, who dares own he wrote that tet. | 


ter, and dares affirm t6o, that it was writ on a juſt 


6 Ga. 


heart could prevail on you to treat my good inten- 


duce you to thew it, nay, to give it Mr Booth ? 
What motive could you have for that, unleſs you 


© I give him the letter l: aid the Calerch; 36 
© Yes, Sir, anſwered the Doctor, © he ſhewed me 


the letter, and affirmed chat yok gave it him at the 
* maſquerade.” 


Heis alying abu then, mid the/Cologabiveryyut 5 
ſonately. « I ſcarce- took the trouble ee the 


letter, and loſt it out of my pocket.” 


Here Bath interfered, and explained this aki. in 
8 manner in which it happened, and with which a | 
reader is already acquainted. He concluded by 


eulogiums on the performance, and declared it was 


one of the molt enthuſiaſtic (meaning, perhaps, eccle. | 
ſraſtic) letters that ever was written. And'd---n me,” | 
| fays he, if I do not reſpect the author with the ut- 


* molt emphaſis of thinking.“ 
The Doctor now recollected 3 bad paſſed.with 


Booth, and perceived he had made a miſtake of one | 


Colonel for another. This he preſently acknowledged 
to Colonel James, and ſaid that the NO had been 
His, and not Booth's. | 

Bath now collected all his. anita nbd: Ggniv, 
he called it, into his countenance, and addr 


himſelf to ue ſaid - And was that letter abit 2 


« you, brother ?---I hope YOU r never deſerved 255 fob. 
picion of this kind.... 

* Brother,” cries James, I am aceountable to my 
ſelf for my actions, and I ſhall not render . 
either to you or that gentleman,” 

As to me, brother, anſwered: Bath, you ſay 


and ſtrong foundation. But if the hardneſs of your: | 


tion with contempt and ſcorn, what, pray, could in- 


meant to inſult him, and to provoke your rival to 
give you that opportunity of putting him out ef the 


World, which you have ſince wickedly IN by 
* your challenge? ps 


R * 


had 
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* an account; nay, I think it is his duty ſo to do. And 
let me tell you, brother, there is one much greater 
than he to whom you mult give an account. Mrs 
Booth is really a ſine woman, a lady of moſt impe- 
rious and majeſtie preſence. I have heard you often 
+ fay, that you liked her; and if you have quarrelled- 
e with: her huſband upon this account, by all the dig- 
+ nity of man; I think you ought to aſk his pardon.” 
Indeed, brother,” cries James, ] can bear hir 
no longer you will make me angry preſently.“ 
Angry! brother James, cries Bath angry ! — 
love you, brother, and have obligations to you. 1 
ill ſay no more but I 15 you know: I do not 
fear making any man an | 
James anſ{wered;, he e it well'; and then the 
Doctor apprehending that” while he was ſtopping up 
one breach, he ſhould make ansther, preſently in- 
terfered, and turned the diſcourſe back to Booth. 
Jou tell me, Sir, ſaid he to James, that my gown 
is my protection; let it then at leaſt protect me Ee 
„have had no. def gu in offending ; where I have 
t conſulted your higheſt welfare, as in truth I did'm. 
© writing this letter. And if yow- did not in the leaſt 
* deſerve any ſuch ſuſpicion, ſtill you have no cauſe 
for reſentment; Caution againſt fin, even to the 
innocent, can never” be unwholeſome. But this 1 
aſſure you, whatever anger you. have to me, you 
* can have none to poor Booth; who was entirely 
* ignorant of my writing to you; and who, I 1 
certain, never entertàained the leaſt ſuſpicion of you; 
don the contrary, reveres you with the higheſt 
+ eſteem, and love, and gratitude. Let me therefore . 
© reconcile all matters between you, and bring you 
5 — before he hath even heard of this chat 
enge. ; os 
© Brother,” cries Bath, 34 Hope I ſhall no 
yo angry -I] lie when tay ſo ;. for I am indiffe 
© to any man's anger—-—-Let me be an acceflary to 
* what the Doctor hath ſaid. I think I may be truſted 
* with matters of this nature; and it is a little unkind 
1 "may if your ran to ſend a UA you did 
"Ds > not 
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not make me the beavetg. Rut, ide as to what 


appears to me, this. matter may be very well made 


up; and as Mr Booth doth not know of the chal- 
lenge, . I don't fee why he ever ſhould, any more 
* than. your giving him the lie juſt now; but that he 
£ ſhall never have from me, nor, I believe, from this 
nd gentleman; for, indeed, if he ſhould, it ond de 
* 1acumbent upon him te cut your throat. i 
Lookee, Doctor,“ ſaid James, I do not 3 . 
the unkind ſuſpicion you juſt now threw out again, ö 
me. I never thirſted after any man's blood; and 4 
for what hath paſſed, ſince this diſcovery; hath hap» 
pened; I may perhaps not think it worth my while 
to trouble myſelf any more about it. 
The. Dector was not contented with * perhapsg | he 
inſiſted on a firm. promiſe, to be bound with the Co- 
jonel's honour, This at length. he. bet and 
then departed well ſatisfied. 
In fact, the Colonet was. e to am aa, 
cauſe of the quarrel to. this good man, or, indeed, to 
bis brother Bath, who would not only have condem- 
ned him equally with. the Doctor, but would poſſibly 
have quarrelled with him on his ſiſter's account, whom; 
as the reader muſt have obſerved, be loved above all 
chings; and in plain truth, though the Colonel was a 
Lrave man, and dared to fight, yet. he was altogether 
as willing to. let it alone; and this made him now and 
then give a little way to the wrongheadedneſs of Co- 
lonel Bath, who, with all the other principles of ho · 
nour and humanity, made no more of cutting the 
throat of a man upon any. of his eee e 
butcher doth of killing hae . l bo 
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What paſſed at the: Bailiff? 4 bouſe. : 5 


H E Dofor no ſet forward to e end, Ras 

and as he paſſed by the door of his attorney in 

abe way, be called upon him, and took him with him. 

; The meeting between him and Beoth need not be 
e Pray on, The Doctor was really angry; and cho 

Be delerred his lecture to a more proper * 

, 


. 
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at yet, as he was no diſſembler (indeed, he was incapable 
ls ol any diſguiſe), he could not put on a ſhow of that 
l heartineſs with which he had formerly uſed to receive 
re his friend. To „ 


he Booth at laſt. began himſelf in the following man · 
iis ner: © Doctor, T am really aſhamed to fee you; and 
be if you knew the confuſion of my ſoul on this ocea-» 
in, I am ſure you would pity rather than upbraid 


ve © ne---And yet I can ſay with great ſincerity, I rejoice 
in this lat inſtance of my ſhame, ſince L am like to 
a | 1 reap the moſt ſolid advantage fromit. The Doctor 
p- fared at this, and Booth thus proceeded: Since E 
le have been in this wretched place, I have employed 
my time - almoſt entirely in reading over a ſeries of 
he ſermons, Which are contained in that book, (mean- 
o- ing Dr Barrow's works, which then lay on; the table 
ad before him), in proof of the Chriſtian religion; and 
o good an effect have they had upon me, that I ihall,, 
al Wl © | believe, be the better man for them as long as 1 
to live. I have not a doubt (for I own I have had 
m· ſuch) which remains now unſatisfied. If ever an 
ly angel might be thought to guide the pen of a wri- 
my ter, ſurely the pen of that great and good man had 
all ſuch an aſſiſtant. The Doctor readily eoncurred in 
La. the praiſes of Dr Barrow, and added You ſayꝝ you 
en * have had your doubts, young gentleman; indeed; 
nd * did not know that -- And pray, What were your. 
0+ ' doubts?” . © Whatever they - were, Sir, faid Booth, 
0 · they are now ſatisfied, as I believe thoſe of every 
he * impartial and ſenſible reader. will be, if he will, with 
T? due attention, read over theſe excellent ſermons.” 
Very well“ anſwerec the Doctor, though I have 
3 converſed, I. find, with, a falſe brother hitherto, I 
5 am glad you are reconciled to truth at laſt, and I 
0 kope yeur future faith» will have ſome influenee on 
your future life. 5 I need not tell yon, Sir, replied 
6, Pooh, © that will always be the caſe, where faith. is 
in * lincere, as I afſure you mine is. Indeed, I never 
 W "= =ralhdifbelieyer; my chief doubt was founded 
be - on this, that as men appeared te me to act entirely 
of from their paſſions, their actions could; have neither 
JT» : 


merit nor demerit.” * A very worthy conclulion truly. 
7 | "mn 


* 
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eries the Doctor; but if men act, as I believe they: 


do, from their paſſions, it would be fair to conclude! 
* that religion to be true, which applies immediately 
to the ſtrongeſt of thefe paſſions, hope and fear 
«* chufing rather to rely on its rewards and puniſn- 
ments, than on that native beauty of virtue which | 
ſome of the ancient philoſophers thought proper to 


recommend to their diſciples.------Burt we will defer 


this diſcourſe tif} another opportunity; ar preſent, 


* as the devil hath thought proper to ſet you free, I 
will try if I can prevail on the Bailiff to do the ſame. 


The Doctor had really not ſo much money in town 
as Booth's debt amounted to, and therefore; though 
he would otherwiſe very willingly have paid it, he: 
was forced to give hail to the action. Fer which pur-/ 


poſe, as the Bailiff was a man of great form, he was 


obliged to get another perſon to be bound with him. 


eure, and immediately ſet out in queſt of him. 


During his abſence, the Bailiff came into the roem, 


und addreſſing himſelf to the Doctor, faid,. Ie think, 


* Sir, your name is Dr Harriſen.“ The Doctor im- 
mediately acknowledged his name. Indeed, the Bai- 
liff had ſeen it to a bail bond before, * Why then; 


Sir, ſaid the Bailiff, there is àa man above in a 


* dying condition, that defires the fayour of ſpeaking! 
© to you; I believe Re wants you to pray by him.” | 


The Bailiff himſelf was not more ready ts execute 


| his office en all occaſions for his fee, than the Doctor 


was to execute his for nothing. Without making anf 
further inquiry, therefore, inte the condition of thi 


man, he immediately went up ſtairs 
As ſoon as the Bailiff returned down ſtairs, which 


was immediately after he had lodged the Doctor in the 


room, Booth had the eurioſity to aſk him who this mar 
Was. Why, I don't know much ef him, ſaid the 


Bailiff. ] had him once in cuſtody before now; Tre 


© member, it was when your honour was here laſt; 
and now I remember too, he ſaid, then, he knew 

your honour very well. Indeed, I had ſome op- 
nion of him at that time; for be ſpent bis mo- 


* 
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# ney very much like a gentleman; but 1 Have 
: ney * N By ON wo" diſcovered} 
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diſcovered ſince, that he is a poor feliow, and 
worth nothing. He is a mere ſhy- cock, I have had 
the ſtuff about me this week, and could never get 
at him till this morning; nay, I don't believe we 
« ſhould ever have found out his lodgings, had it not 
been for the attorney that was here juſt now, who 
„gave us information. And ſo we took him this 
© morning by a comical way enough, For we drefled 
up one of my men in women's cloaths, who told the 
© people of che houſe, that he was his ſiſter juſt come 
© to town : for we were told by the attorney, that he 
had ſuch a ſiſter, upon which he was let up fairs; 
© and ſo kept the door a- jar till I and another ruſhed 
in. Let me tell you, Captain, there are as good ſtrata. 
« gems made uſe of in our buſineſs as any in the army.” 
But pray, Sir, ſaid Booth, * did not you tell me 
* this morning, that the poor fellow was deſperately | 
© woundea ; nay, I think you: told the] DdQor that he 
© was a dying man? 
„ had like to have forgot chat, cries che Bailiff. 
| * —Nothing would ſerve the gentleman but that he 
* muſt make reſiſtance, and he gave my man a blow 


* witha ſtick; but I ſoon quieted him, by giving hia 


i a wipe or two with a hanger. . Not that I believe 1 
have done his buſineſs neither; but the fellow is 
« faint-hearted, and the ſurgeon, I fancy, frightens 
him more than he need. But however, let the 
worſt come to the worſt, the law is all on my ſi de, 
© and it is only /e fandendo. The attorney that was, 
here juſt now told me ſo, and bid me fear nothing: 
for that he would ſtand my friend, and undertake 
© the cauſe; and he is a devilith good one at a de- 
© fence at the Old-Baily, I promiſe you. I have 
* known him bring off ſeveral that every body thou She 
* would have been hanged “ 

« But ſuppoſe you ſhould be Accus bent ſaid Booths 
© would not the blood of this poor weetch, lie 4 a _ 

heavy at your heart? 

* Why ſhould it, Captain?“ ſaid the Bailiff, 6 a it 
not all done in a lawful way? why will. people reſiſt 
the law, when they know the conſequences? To be 
5 lire. if a man was to Kill another in an unlawful 
8 manner 
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manner as it were, and what the law calls murder 
that is quite and clear another thing. I ſhould not 
care to be convicted of murder any more than an 
© other man. Why now, Captain, you have been 
abroad at the wars, they tell me, and to be ſure muſt 
have killed men in your time. Pray, was you ever 
afraid afterwards of ſeeing their ghoſts? 
That is a different affair,” cries Booth; * but ! 
* would not kill a man in cold blood for all the world. 
There is no difference at all, as I can fee, cries 
the Bailiff, One is as much in the way of buſinek 
as the other. When gentlemen behave themſelves 


like unto gentlemen, I know how to treat them as 


* ſuch, as well as any officer the king hath.—---And 
when they do not, why they muſt take what follows, 
and the law doth not call it murder,” 


Booth very plainly ſaw the Bailiff had ſquared bis 
"conſcience exactly according to law, and that he could 


not eaſily ſubvert his way of thinking. He therefore 
gave up the cauſe, and deſired the Bailiff to expedite 
the bonds, which he promiſed to do, ſaying, he hoped 
he had uſed him with proper civility this time, if he had 


not the laſt, and that he ſhould be remembered for it. 


But before weclole this chapter, we thall endeavour 
to ſatisfy an enquiry which may ariſe in our moſt fa- 
vourite readers {for fo are the moſt curious) how it 
came to paſs, that ſuch a perſon as was Doctor Har- 
riſon ſhould employ ſuch a fellow as this Murphy. 

The caſe then was thus: this Murphy had been 
clerk to an attorney in the very ſame town in which 
the Doctor lived, and when he was out of his time, 
had ſetup with a character fair enough, and had mar- 
ried a maid- ſervant of Mrs Harris, by wlich means 


he had all the buſineſs to which that lady and het 


friends, in which number was the Doctor, could re- 
commend him. e 
Murphy went on with his buſineſs, and thrived very 
well, till he happened to make aw unfortunate flp, 
in which he was detected by a brother of the ſame call- 
ing. But though we call this by the gentle name of 2 


lip, in reſpect to its being ſo extremely common, it 


was a matter in which the law, if it had ever come 10 
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jts ears, 1 have paſſed a very ſevere cenſure; be- 
ing, indeed, no leſs than perjury and f ubornation of 
erjur | 
N In ben attorney being a very good- natured : 
nan, and unwilling to beſpatter his own profeſſion, 
and conſidering, perhaps, that the conſequence did i in 
no wiſe affect the public, who had no manner of in- 
tereſt in the alternative, whether A, in whom the 
right was, or B, to whom Mr Murphy, by the means 
aforeſaid, had transferred: it, ſucceeded in an action. 
We mention this particular, becauſe, as this brother- 
attorney was a very violent party man, and a pro- 
feled ſtickler for the public, to ſuffer any injury to 
have been done to that, would have been highly in- 
conſiſtent with his principles. | 
This gentleman, therefore, came to Mr Murphy, E's 
bis and aſter ſhewing him that he had it in his power to 
duld WF convict him of the aforeſaid crime, very generouſly 
fore told him that he had not the leaſt delight in bringing 
dite any man to deſtruction, nor the leaſt animoſity againſt a 
ped i him. All that he inſiſted upon, was, that he would 
bad not live in the ſame town or country with one who 
it. bad been guilty of ſuch an action. He then told Mr 
Murphy that he would keep the ſecret on two condi- 
tions; the one was, that he immediately quitted that 
country; the other was, that he ſhould convince him 
he deſerved this kindneſs by his gratitude, and that 
Murphy ſhould transfer to the other all the buſineſs 
which he then had in theſe parts, and to which he 
could poſſibly recommend him. 
It is the obſeryation of a very wiſe man, that it is a 
rery common exerciſe of wiſdom in this world, of two 
evils to chuſe the leaſt, The reader therefore cannot 
doubt but that Mr Murphy complied with the alter- 
native propoſed by his kind brother, and accepted the 
terms on which ſecrecy was to be obtained. i 
yerf WI This happened while the Doctor was abroad; and: 
flip, Wl wich all this, except the departure of Mr Murphy, 
all- ot only the Doctor, but the whole town (fave his 
of a 8 brother alone) were to this day unacquainte 
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The W at his return, hearing that Mr Mur 
phy was gone, applied to the other attorney in his 
affairs, who ſtill employed this Murphy as his; agent 
in town, partly perhaps out of good will to him, and 
partly from the recommendation of Miſs Harris; for 
as he had married a ſervant of the family, and a par- 
ticular favohrite of her's, there ean be no wonder that 
ſhe, who was entirely ignorant of the affair above re. 
lated, as well as of his conduct in town, ſhould conti. 
nue her favour to him. It will appear therefore, I 
apprehend, no longer {trange, that the Doctor, who 
had ſeen this man but three times ſince his removal to 
town, and then converſed with him only on buſineſs, 
ſhould remain as ignorant of his life and character, as 
a man generally is of the character of che hackney- 
coachman who drives him. Nor doth it reflect more 
on the honour or underſtanding of the Doctor under 
theſe circumftances to employ Murphy, than it would 
if he had been driven x about; ne pn a thief or a 


La) 


F murderer. 
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#4 "What paſſed between the Doctor and the feb man. n 
{oY * 2 
44 \ E left the Doctor in the laſt chapter with the Ex 
1 5 vwounded man, to whom the n in a very 1 
1 gentle voice, ſpoke as follows; *r 
=_ I am ſorry, friend, to ſee you in this. Wees x 
4 al and I am very ready to give you ang comfort or W © 
= aſſiſtance within my power.“ A+ * *.2 
5 I thank you kindly, Doctor,“ ſaid 8 ib In- 61 
© deed, I ſhould not have preſumed to have ſent to «4 
vou, had I not known Jour character; for though 
I believe I am not at all known to u, I have lived 0 | 


many years in that town where you” * yourſelf had a 

__ « houſe ; my name is Robinſon. : | uſed to write for 

dae attornies in thoſe parts, and = ve hoes em. 
* ployed on your buſineſs in my time.“. 

I I do not recolle& you, nor your name, ſaid the 

| Doduor; ; but conſider, friend, your moments are 


een, and Tue buſineſs, as 1 am x informed, 
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« opinion of a death-bed repentance ?? 


the hand of Providence. I went yeſterday, Sir, you 


I I no ſooner caſt my eyes upon it, than the ſtrong 


Chap. 6 Hs I A. got. 
to offer up your prayers to that Great Being, before 
« whom you are ſhortly to appear.—But firſt, let mne 
« exhort you earneſtly to a moſt ſerious wenns of 
« all your ſins. "IJ 
hl DoRor,' ſaid th man Pray, what 1 is your 


« If repentance is fincere,” cries "the. Doctor, 1 
« hope, through the mercies and merits of our moſt- 
6 powerful and benign interceſſor, it will never come 
© too late. ; / | 
But do not you think, Sir,” cries the man, that, in 
order to obtain forgiveneſs of any great fin we have 
committed by an injury done to our neighbours, it 
is neceſſary, as far as in us lyes, to make all the 
© amends we can to the party injured, and to Hale, 
if poſlible, the injury we have done.“ 988 
Moſt undoubtedly,” cries the Doctor; our pre- 
© tence to repentance would other wife be groſs hypo- 
© criſy, and an impudent attempt to deceive and 1 im- 
© poſe upon our Creator himſelf.” 
© Indeed, J am of the ſame opinion, cries the peni- 
ent; and I think further, that this is thrown in 
my way, and hinted to me by that Great Being; for 
an accident happened to me 8 by which, as 
things have fallen out ſince, I think I plainly diſcern 


* mult know, to a'pawn-broker's, to pawn the laſt 
e moveable, which, except the poor cloaths you ſee my 

on my back, I am worth in the world. While I was 
* there. a young lady came in to pawn her picture. She — 
had diſguiſed herſelf ſo much, and pulled her hood Ci | 
* fo over her face, that I did not know her while ſhe - _ mY 
* ſtaid, which was ſcarce three minutes. As ſoon-as | 
he was gone the pawn-broker, taking the picture in 
his hand, cried out Upon my word, this is the hand- 

' Joneff fack Jever ſaw in my life. Fdefired him to let 

me look on the picture, which he readily did—and 


© Booth,” 


* Mrs Booth! wan Mrs Booth? ?* cries ha odor, = 
Vor. II. 1 c c Tap N Ca Rain = 


* reſemblance. rack. me, and 1 knew | it to be Mrs = 


* R . n 
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4: > Captain Booth's lady, the Seren who is now be. 
- low, ſaid the other. 


© How!” cries the Pogor with great impernoſity, 


_ © Have patience,” ſaid the man, and you-ſhall 
& hear all. I exprefſed ſome ſurpriſe to the pawn. 
* broker, and aſked the lady's name. He anſwered, 


that he knew not her name, but that ſhe was ſome 
' * undone wretch, who had the day before left all her 


* cloaths with him in pawns. My guilt 1 
* flew in my face, and told me I had been acceſſa 
© this lady's undoing. The ſudden ſhock ſo aſe 
me, that, had it not been for a dram which ch 
© pawn-broker gave me, I believe 1 ſhould mpg funk 
on the ſpot.” 
Acceſſary to her undoing 3 ? how acceſſary; 2 Faid 
5 Doctor, . tell me; for 12 am impatient to 
7 6 ear. 239 

* I will tell you all, as faſt as 1 ean, cries the ſiek 
man. You know, good Doctor, that Mrs Harris 
© of our town had two daughters, this Mrs Booth and 
another. Now, Sir, it ſeems the other daughter had, 
* ſome way or other, diſobliged her mother, a little 
© before the old lady died: therefore ſhe made a will, 

and left all her fortune, except one thouſand pound, 


to Mrs Booth; to which will, Mr Murphy, my. 


s ſelf, and another, who is now dead, were the wit- 
© neſſes, Mrs Harris afterwards died {uddenly; 
upon which it was contrived, by her other daugh- 


ter and Mr Murphy, to ar Aa new will, in which 


Mrs Booth had a legacy of ten pound, and all the 


_ © reſt was given to the other. To this will, Murphy, | 


N 


. * myſelf, and the fame _— * 2 ſet 


eries the Doctor“ Nfurp ! ſay you: * 
- © + He himſelf, Sir, anſwered Robinſon; *Maurph) 
„ who is the gromenl 1 15 believe, * in n the 
World“ n+ 
Pr ay, Sir, rde cries the Dodo 8 
_ © For this ſervice, Sir, ſaid Robinfon, * myſelf. and 
| the third perſon, one Carter, received two hundred 
1 each. N W Murphy 11 ſelf h fl 


* 2 *% <1 
w > 2 

* * 
” 


© chambers are I will go myſelf but i may be want - 


would fetch him thither. I ſhould not aſk ſuch a 


other meſſenger.” 


Do you take me for a footman,- or a porter? 
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know not. Carter died ſoon afterwards; and from 
that time, at ſeveral payments, I have by threats 
« extorted above a hundred pound more. —And this, 1 
« Sir, is the whole truth, which I am ready to teſtif y, i 
« if it would pleaſe Heaven to prolong my life. 
I hope it will,” cries the Doctor; but ſomething. 
« maſt be done, for fear of accidents—1 will ſend to 
counſel immediately, to know how to ſecure your + 
© teftimony,—Whom can I get to ſend ?—ſtay, ay 
© he will do—but I know not where his houſe or his 


ed here.“ 5 ; 7 e „ 

While the Doctor was in this violent agitation, the Ml 
ſurgeon made his appearance, The Doctor ſtood ſtill _. ß 
in a meditating poſture, while: the ſurgeon examined 
his patient. After which, the Doctor begged him to 
declare his opinion, and whether he thought the 
wounded man in any immediate danger of death. 
* I do not know, anſwered the ſurgeon, * what you 
call immediate. He may live ſeveral days 
* nay he may recover. It is impoſſible to give any: 
certain opinion in theſe caſes. He then launched 
forth into a ſet of terms, which the Doctor, with all 
his ſcholarſhip, could not underſtand. To ſay the 
truth, many of them were not to be found in any 
dictionary or lexicon, „%% „ 

One diſcovery however the Doctor made; and that 
was, that the ſurgeon was a very ignorant, conceited 
fellow, and knew nothing of his profeſſiun. He re- 
ſolved therefore to get better advice for the ſick ; bur 
this he poſtponed at preſent, and applying himſelf to : 
the ſurgeon, ſaid he ſhould be very much obliged to 
him, if he knew where to find ſuch a counſellor, and. 


© favour of you, Sir,” ſays the Doctor, © if it was not on 
* buſineſs of the laſt importance, or if I could find any 


* | fetch----Sir !* ſaid the ſurgeon very angrily. 


don't know who you are; but I believe you 2 } 
Wo full as proper to go on ſuch an errand as 


rs + 8 his 
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| his journey, was very roughly dreſſed, the fargeon 
held him in no great reſpect). The ſurgeon Siem | 
called aloud from the top of the ſtairs, * Let my coach. | 
man draw up,” and ſtrutted off without any cere- 
_ telling his Patient he would call 8 che nert | 
ay. | 
5 At this very inſtant awed Murtha: ite the iber 
+ bail, and finding Booth alone, he aſked the Bailiff at 
the door, what was become of the Doctor. Why, the 
. Doctor, anſwered he, is above ſtairs, praying with 
N r * How!" cries Murphy, how came you 
© not to carry him directly to Newgate, as you pro- 
miſed me?” Why, becauſe he was wounded,” cries 
the Bailiff. I thought it was charity to take care of 
him; and beſides, why ſhould one make more noiſe | 
about the matter than is neceſſary ? ?? © And Dr | 
* Harriſon with him ?* ſaid Murphy. Tes, he is, 
aid the B Bailiff; he defired to eat. with the Doctor 
very much, and e have been praying together al. 
* moit this hour.” All is up, add undone,” cries 
Murphy. Let me come by, I have Range of lome- 
thing which I muſt do immediately.“ ; 
Now, as by means of the ſurgeon” s leaving 8 door 
open, the Doctor heard Murphy's voice naming Robin- 
{on peeviſhly, he drew foftly to the top of the ſtairs, 
where he heard the foregoing dialogue; and as ſoon 
as Murphy had uttered his laſt words, and. was mo- 
ving downwards, the Doctor immediately ſallied from 
his poſt, running as faſt as he could, aal crying, Sig 
< the villiain, ſtop the thief.” ». 
| The attorney wanted no better hint to accelerate his 
pace; and having the ſtart of the Doctor, got down 
© ve and out into the ſtreet; - but the Doctor was ſo 
cloſe at his heels, and being in foot the nimbler of the 
two, he ſoon overtook him, and laid hold him, as 
he would have done on cither Bree 5 ek 18 


che ſame cauſe. 


This action 1 in the ſtreet, 


2 ow together a —— motif We 
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ſtrict enquiry into the matter, in order to proceed to 
juſtice in their ſummary way... + 4 | 

Murphy, who knew well the temper of che mob, 
eried out, If you are a bailiff, ſnew me your writ. 
6 ee 1 pretends to arreſt me here without 5 
a writ.” 

U pon this, 0 one of the ſturdieſt and for wardeſt * the 
1 and who, by a ſuperior ſtrength of body and of 
lungs, preſided in this aſſembly, declared he would 
ſuffer no ſuch thing. D—n me, ſays he, away to 
the pump with the catchpole directly ſhew me your 
« writ, or let the gentleman go. you ſhall not arreſt 
a man contrary to law.” 

He then laid his hands on the Do&or, 1 il falt 
gripping the attorney, cried out: © He is a villain— 
© am no bailiff, but a clergyman ; and this lawyer is 
6 guilty of forgery, and hath ruined a poor — 

* How !* cries the ſpokeſman e 
that alters the caſe 

© Yes, faith,” cries another of the mob, it is Laws: 

Jer Murphy. I know him very well.” 72217 

And hath he ruined a poor family? like enough, 
a faith, if he's a e Seed with 3 to the Jaſtias 
b immediately.” | 

The BailiF now came up, deſiring to ke what was 
the matter; to whom Doctor Harriſon anſwered, that 
he had arreſted. that villain. for forgery. * How can 

you arreſt him,” cries. the Bailiff, * you are no offi- 
* cer, nor have any warrant ?- Mr Murphy! 5 h 
Atleman, and he ſhall. be uſed as ſuch.” _ 

* Nay, to-befure,? criesthe ſpokeſman, * thereought 
to be a warrant; that's the truth on't.”- 

There needs 10 warrant, cries the Dodlec. 1 
* accuie him of felony; and I know ſo much of the 
' law of England, that any man may arreſt a felon. 

without any warrant whatever, This villain hath _ 
* undone a poor family; and 1 will die on the 87 8 

efore L part with him.. | 
If the law be ſo,” cries the orator, C. that is. ano- 
| © ther matter, And to be ſure, to ruin a poor man is 
* the greateſt of ſms. And being a lawyer too, makes 
*.it lo much the worſe---He ſhall go before the ts Tulle, : 
© ce FE, . 5 den. 
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d n me, if he ſhan't go before che Juſtice. 


A cler 


ſeveral cried out: Bring him along; away with him 


- little longer in captivity, and not quit 


though it was then very late, and he had been ang 


_. refreſhment till he Had diſcharged his duty. He ac- 
cordingly adjourned the priſoner; and-his cauſe to the 
Bailiff s houſe, whither he himſelf with the Doctor im · 
5 e repaired, and whither the a was fol 


5 
1 
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7 
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the word, he ſhall.” Lia 
CT ſay "IF is a gentleman, 1 ſhall be uſed ac- 
« ter to law,* cries the Bailiff. And though 
« you are a clergyman, ſaid. he to Harriſon, * you don't 
+ ſhew yourſelf as one by your actions. 
© That's a Bailiff,” cries one of the mob ( one law. | 
* yer will always. ſtand by another; but I think the 
* clergyman. is a very good man, and acts becoming 
gyman to ſtand by the poor.“ | 

At which words the mob all gave a great ſhout, and 


* to the Juſtice.” 


And now a Conſtable appeared, and with-an autho- 
ritative voice declared what he was, Produced his 
ſtaff, and demanded the peace. 


The Doctor then delivered his en over to the 


| tes and charged him with felony; the Conſtable 


received him; the attorney ſubmitted; the Bailiff was | 


huſhed.; and the waves of che mob immediately ſab- 


ſided. | 
The Doctor now e with himſelf how he 
ſhould. proceed; at laſt he determined to leave Booth 


ſight of Mur. 
phy, beſore he had lodged him ſafe with a magiſtrate. 


They then all moved forwards to the Juſtice ; the Con- 
3 Gable and his priſoner marching firſt, the Doctor and 


the Bailiff following next, and about five thouſand 


mob (for no leſs number were aſſembled in a very 
few minutes) following in. the proceſſion 


They found the magiſtrate juſt ſitting down to his 
dinner; however, when he was acquainted with the 
Doctor's profeſſion, he immediately admitted him, and 
heard his buſineſs, Which he no ſooner perfectly un- 
derſtood, with all its circumſtances, than he reſolved, 


all the morning with public-buſineſs,. to: poſtpone al 


- lowed 


Che 


low 


Jowed by a much larger number — attendants chan 
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be had been bonnes with before. + ob 
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In which the hiftory draws towards a conclufior. 
OT HI N G could | exceed the aſtoniſhment of 


Booth at the behaviour of the Doctor, at the 
time when he ſallied forth in purſuit of the attorney; 


for which it was ſo impoſſible for him to account in 


any manner whatever. He remained a long time in 
the utmoſt torture of mind, till at laſt the Bailiff's 
wife came to him, and aſked him, if the Doctor was. 


not a madman z and in truth he could hardly defend 


him from that imputation. 

While he was in this perplexity, the maid of che 
houſe brought him a meſſage from Robinſon, deſiring 
the favour of ſeeing him above ſtairs. With this he 
immediately comphed. | 

When theſe two were alone en and the key 
turned on them, (for the Bailiff 's wife was a moſt care» - 
ful perſon, and never omitted that ceremony in the 
abſence of her huſband, ein always at her tongue's. 
end that excellent proverb of ſafe bind, ſafe find.“) 
Robinſon looking ſtedfaſtly upon Booth, lard, 1 be- 


lieve, Sir, you ſcarce remember me.” 


Booth anſwered, that he thought he had ſeen his 
fs ſomewhere before; but could 1 not then recolle& 
when or where. * 

Indeed, Sir, anſrered the man, © it was a place 
© whick no man can remember with pleaſure. But 
do you not remember, a few weeks ago, that you 


_ © had the misfortune te be in a certain priſon in this 


town, where you loſt a rrifling ſum at eards to a 
« fellow priſoner ?? 

This hint fufficiently awakened: Both's memory, 
and he now recollected the features of his old friend 
Robinſon, He anſwered him a little ſurlily, I 
know you now very well; but I did not imagine 

© you would ever have reminded. me of that tranſ- : 


action.“ e. 
8 Alas, 


PT. , 


Robinſon readily conſentem. 


OY 
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Alas, Sir!* anſwered Robinſon, whatever hap: — ws 
pened then was very trifling, compared to the inju- | "T1 
« ries I have done you; but if my life be ſpared long WM Tha 
enough, I will now undo it all! and as 1 have been ul. 
one of your worſt enemies, I will now be one of | 857 
your belt friends.” 1 > 3 
He was juſt entering upon his ſtory, when a noiſe be 
was heard below, which might be almoſt compared to . he 
what hath» been heard in Holland, when the dykes: | 8 
have given way, and the ocean in an inundatioa an 
breaks in upon the land. It ſeemed indeed as if the tit 
| Whole world was burſting into the houſe at once. 1 
Booth was a man of great firmneſs of mind; and he | FT 
had need of it all at this inſtant. As for poor Robin» ou 
ſon, the uſual concomitants of guilt attended. him; chen 
and he began to tremble in a violent manner. | her 
The firit perſon who aſcended: the ſtairs was the | 
Doctor, who no ſooner ſaw Booth than he ran te him the 
and embraced him, crying, My child; I with you Gan 
« joy with all my heart, Your: ſufferings are all at (tr 
an end; and Providence hath dene you the juſtice 
« at laſt, which it will one day or other render to all UA 
© men, — ou will hear all preſently; but I can now (hi 
only tell you, that your ſiſter is diſcovered; and the m 
+ eſtate is your own,” f e 
Booth was in ſuch confuſion, that he ſcarce made 25 
any anſwer; and now appeared the Juſtice and his ql 
clerk, and immediately afterwards the Conſtable with 18 


his priſoner, the Bailiff, and as many more as could þ 
poſſibly crowd up ſtairs. _.. FCC 

The Doctor now addreſſed himſelf to the ſick man, WM ma 
and defired him to repeat the ſame informatian before wh 
the Juſtice which: he had made already; to which or 


Wbile the Clerk was taking, down the information; an 


| the Attorney expreſſed a very impatient deſire to ſend tio 


inſtantly for his clerk; and expreſſed ſo. much unea- ww 
ſineſs at the confuſion in which he had left his papers of 
at home, that a thought ſuggeſted itſelf to the Dodtor, ret 
that, if his houſe was ſearched, ſome lights, à dev de 
dence, relating to this affair, would certainly de in 


4 


fund; he 2 defired: the Juſt ic grant a 
rarch-warrant immmediately to ſearch his houſe. 
The Juſtice anſwered that he had no ſuch power. 


That if there was any ſuſpicion of ſtolen goods, he 


could grant a warrant to ſearch for them. 

How, Sir!” ſaid the Doctor, can you grant a 
« warrant to ſearch a man's houſe for a ſilver tea- 
© ſpoon, and not in a caſe like this, where a man is 
0 bed of his whole eſtate ?? | 
Fold, Sir!” ſays the ſick man, I enn Lean 
© anſwer that point; for I can ſwear he hath ſeveral 


' title-deeds of the eſtate now in his poſſeſſion, which 


] am ſure were ſtolen from the right owner.” 

The Juſtice ſtill heſitated. He ſaid title-deeds ſa- 
roured of the reality, and it was not felony to ſteal 
them. If, indeed, they were taken away in a bor, 
then it would be felony to ſteal the box. 5 

© Savour of the reality! ſavour of the fartality, ſaid 
the Doctor. I'never heard ſuch incomprehenſible 
© nonſenſe. This is impudent, as well. as childiſh, 
( trifing with the lives and properties of men. 

© Well, Sir, ſaid Robinſon, * I now am ſure I can 
« do his buſineſs ; - for I know he hath a filver cup in 
{ his poſſeſhon, which is the property of this gentle- 
© man (meaning Booth) ; and how he got it, but by 
' ſtealth, let him account if he can.“ 

. That will do, cries the Juſtice, with great pleaſure. 


That will do; and if you will charge him on oath 


with that, I will inſtantly grant my warrant to ſearch 
© his boulſe: for it.“ * And I will go and ſee it executed, 
cries the Doctor: for it was a maxim of his, that no 
man could deſcend below himſelf in doing any act 
which may contribute to protect an innocent perion, 
or to bring a rogue to the gallows, 

The oath was, inſtantly taken, the warrant ſigned, 
and the Doctor attended the Conſtable 1 in che execu- 


tion of it. 


The elerk then proceeded i in taking the intention 


of Robinſon, and had juſt finiſhed it, when the Doctor 
returned with the utmoſt joy in his conntenance, and 
declared that he had ſufficient evidence of the fact 
in his wan. He had indeed two or three letters 


from 
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from Miſs Harris, in anſwer to the At torney's frequent 
demands of money for ſecrecy, that fully explained 
the whole villan ß. N 
The Juſtice now aſked the priſoner what he had to 


 fay for bimſelf, or whether he choſe to ſay any thing 


in his own defence. 


Sir,“ ſaid the Attorney with great confidence, ] 
am not to defend myſelf here. It will be of no ſer: 
vice to me; for I know you neither can nor will 

But I am extremely innocent of all 


diſcharge me. a 
this matter, as I doubt not but to make” appear to 
the ſatisfaction of a court of juſtice. 


a W a = A 


The legal previous. ceremonies were then gone 
through of binding over the proſecutor; G. and then 
the Attorney was committed to Newgate whither 


he was eſcorted amidſt the acclamations of the po- 
pulace. =: is 


When Murphy was departed, and a little ealm re- 

ſtored in the houſe, the Juſtice made his compliments 
of congratulation to Booth; who, as well as he could 
in his preſent tumult of joy, returned his thanks to 


doth the Magiſtrate and the Doctor. They avere now 


all preparing to depart, when Mr Bondum fleppett f 


up to Booth, and ſaid: Hold, Sir, you have forgot 
one thing—you have not given bail yet.“ 
This occaſioned ſome diſtreſs at this time; for the 


Attorney's friend was departed; but when the Juſtice | 


heard this, he immediately offered himſelf as the other 
bondſman; and thus ended the affair. 
It was now paſt fix o'clock, and none of the gentle- 
men had yet dined. They very readily therefore 
accepted the Magiſtrate's invitation, and went all to- 
\ gether to his houſe, | 8 Et 
And now the very firſt thing that was done, even 
before they ſat down to dinner, was to diſpatch a meſ- 


ſenger to one of the beſt ſurgeons in town, to take 


care of Robinſon; and another meſſenger to Booth's 
lodgings, to prevent Amelia's concern at their ſtay- 
ing ſo long. EE SRD „ nf; PIN 

The latter however was to little purpoſe; for Ame- 
Ja's patience had been worn out before, and the had 


taken a hackney-coach, and driven to the . 
v « PN | | * 


been 


vis I 
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gent where ſhe arrived a little after the departure of her 4% 
medi toband, and was thence directed to the Juſtice'ss - _. WM 


Though there was no kind of reaſon for Amelia's 
fight at hearing that her huſband and Doctor Harriſon. 
ting were gone before the Juſtice; and though the indeed 

nagined that they were there in the light of complain - 
I nts, not of offenders; yet ſo tender were her fears 
fer MY for her huſband, and fo much had her gentle ſpirits: 
wil been lately agitated, that ſhe had a thouſand- appre- 
all  henfions of the knew not what. When ſhe arrived 
to thcrefore at the houſe, ſhe ran directly into the room, 
7 where all the company were at dinner, ſcarce knowing 
one WM what ſhe did, or whither the was going. | 
then | She found her huſband in ſuch a fituation, and diſ- 
ther covered ſuch chearfulneſs in his countenance, that ſo 
po- violent a turn was given to her ſpirits, that the was 
hat able, with the aſſiſtance of a glaſs of water, to 
re · ¶ ſupport herſelf. She ſoon however recovered her calm 
ents ness, and in a little time began to eat what might in- 
"ld WI deed be almoſt called her breakfaſt. TR oo. 
S td The Juſtice now wiſhed her joy of what had hap- 
town WM pened that day; for which ſhe kindly thanked him, 
pet WM apprehending he meant the liberty of her huſband. 
got His Worſhip might perhaps have explained himſelf 

WJ Dore largely, had not the Doctor given him a timely. 
the wink; for this wiſe and good man was fearful of ma- 
tice WH king ſuch a diſcovery all at once to Amelia, left it 
ther WH ſhould overpower her; and luckily the Juſtice's wife 
5 was not well enough acquainted with the matter to 
tle- WI ſay any thing more on it than barely to aſſure the lady 
fore WI that ſhe joined. in her huſband's con gratulation. 
to- Amelia was then in a clean white gown, which ſne 

had that day redeemed, and, was, indeed, dreſſed all 
ven over with great neatneſs and exactneſs: with the glow. 
neſ- therefore which aroſe in her features from finding her 
ale huſband releaſed from his captivity, ſhe made fo 
this charming a figure, that ſhe attracted the eyes of the 
ay wagiſtrate and of his wife; and they both agreed, when 

: they were alone, that they had never ſeen ſo charm- 
me, WW ing a creature; nay, Booth himſelf afterwards told 
had her, that he ſcarce ever remembered her to look ſo ex- 
bs, WF dremely beautiful as ſhe did that evening. 

„ Whether 


ever motive filled the magiſtrate with extraordinar 


good humour, and opened his heart and cellars, I. ; 
will not determine; but he gave them fo hearty a 
welcome, and they were all ſo pleaſed with each other, | 


that Amelia, for that one night, truſted the care of 


her children to the woman where they lodged, nor 
did the company riſe from table till the clock ſtruck | 


eleven. 5 „„ = 
They then ſeparated. Amelia and Booth, having 


been ſet down at their lodgings, retired into each 


other's arms; nor did Booth that evening, by the 


Doctor's advice, mention one word of the grand affair 


to his wife. | 


e Ar wins 


; Thus this hiſtory draws end £4 4. a concluſion, 


N the morning early Amelia received the following | 


letter from Mrs Atkinſon, 5 


ened me out of my wits, by a ſtrange ſtory of your 
huſband being committed to priſon by a juſtice of 
peace for forgery. For Heaven's ſake, ſend me the 
truth. If my-huſband can be of any ſervice, weak 
as he is, he will be carried in a chair to ſerve a bro- 
ther officer, for whom he hath a regard, which I need 


be of any ſervice to you, I will wait upon you with 
it the moment I can get my cloaths on, the morning 


171711 r . 


and believe me, 5 
Dear Madam 3 
JI Your ever affectionate friend, 
and humble ſervant, 


The Captain begs his hearty ſervice and reſpects; 


8 


- 
* 


Whether Amelia's beauty, or the reflection on thei 
remarkable act of juſtice he had performed, or wha: 


HE ſurgeon of the regiment, to which the Cap- } 
_ tain my.huſband lately belonged, and who came | 
this evening to ſee the Captain, hath almoſt fright- 


not mention: Or if the ſum of twenty pound will 


you receive this; for it is too late to ſend to-night. | 


F. ATKINS 0N:” | 


9 


"a . „„ a «„ „ a. 9 


* this money.“ 
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When Amelia read this letter to Booth, they were 
both equally ſurprized, the at the commitment for for- 


gery, and he at ſeeing ſuch a letter from Mrs Atkin- 


ſon; for he was a ſtranger yet to the reconciliation 
that had happens nr he RL 

Booth's doubts were firſt ſatisfied by Amelia, from 
which he received great pleaſure ; for he really had a 
very great affection and fondneſs for Mr Atkinſon, 
who, indeed, fo well deſerved it. Well, my dear, 
ſaid he to Amelia. ſmiling, « ſhall we accept this gene- 


« rous offer ?? 


8 O ty! no certainly,” anſfoered the. Es 


Why not,” cries Booth, it is but a trifle ; and 
yet it will be of great ſervice to us 
But conſider, my dear, ſaid ſhe, © how ill theſe 
poor people can para it.. b 
They can ſpare it for a little while, ſaid Booth; 
and we ſhall ſoon pay it them again?? 

When, my dear?“ ſaid Amelia. Do, my dear 
Will, conſider our wretched circumſtances. I beg 


you let us go into the country immediately, and 


* live upon bread and water, till Fortune pleaſes to 
« ſoule upon us. 1 1 | 


] am convinced that day is not far of,” ſaid Booth, 
© However, give me leave to ſend an anſwer to Mrs 
* Atkinſon, that we ſhall be glad of her company im- 
* mediately to breakfaſt.. ho ber ee an 

* You know I never contradict you, faid ſne; but 


* I aſſure you it is contrary to my inclinations to take 


Well, ſuffer me, cries. he, to act this once 
* contrary to your inclinations.* He then writ a ſhort 
note to Mrs Atkinfon, and diſpatched it away imme - 
diately ; which, when he had done, Amelia ſaid, 
* I ſhall be glad of Mrs Atkinfon's company to break 
* faſt; but yet I wiſh you would oblige me in refuſing 
this money, Take five guineas only. That is in- 
deed ſuch a ſum, as, if we never ſhould pay it, would 
lit light on my mind. The laſt perſons in the world 
: from whom I would receive favours of that ſort, are 
* the poor and genssen s 5 4 EPL 
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VTou can receive favours only from che generous,” | 


cries Booth: © and to be plain with you, wers ar 
wy very. few who are generous that are not por.“ 
What think you,' faid ſhe, © of Doctor Harviſon * 


I édo aſſure you,” ſaid Booth, he is far from be. 


© ing rich. The Doctor hath an income of little more 
than ſix hundred pound a· year; and L am convin⸗ 
© 'ced he gives away four of it. Indeed, he is one of 
the beſt economiſts in the world; but yet I am poſi- 


a he never was at any time poſleſſed of five hun. 


dred pound ſince he hath been a man. Conſider, 


dear Emily, the late obligations we have to this 


* gentleman; it would be unreaſonable to expect more, 
at leaſt at preſent; my halt-pay is wth 4a for 4 


* year to come. How then ſhall we live? 


* By our labour,” anſwered ſſie: I am able to 3 
bour, and I am ſure I am not aſhamed of it.” 


| 25 do you really think you can Are ſuch 2 
e 

I am ſure! conld be Kappy! ate > wnfwered Ate: 
lia. And why not I, as well as a "thouſand others, , 


„who have not che happineſs of ſuch a huſband to 
make life delicious? why ſhould I complain of my. 
hard fate, while ſo many, who are much poorer 


than I, enjoy theirs? Am I of a ſuperior rank of 


being to the wife of the honeſt labourer? wo J mot 
6 portaker of one common nature with her? 
My angel,” cries Booth, it delights me to bear 


« you tale thus, and for a reaſon you little gueſs; 
for I am aſſured, that one who can ſo heroically en 
* dure adverſity, will bear | proſperity with equal 


* preatneſs of ſoul ; for the mind that cannot be de- 


jected by the former, is not likely to be Ne - 
< with the latter.” 


If it had pleated Heavens wed Aa, * fe va 
© tried me, I think, at leaſt I hope, © 1 ſhould have pre 


a ſerved my humility,” * 4 24: 
Then, my dear,” faid he, 1 will on you 4 | 
dream I had laſt night. You know: Ke: - nyc hen” 
* tioned a dream of yours. _ 

00 ſo, faid . e 9 am attentive.” = 
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1 1 dreamed: ſaid ke, this night, that we were in 
the moſt miſerable ſituation imaginable. Indeed; 
in the ſituation wa were yeſterday morning, or ra- 
« ther worſe ; that I was laid in a priſon for debt, and 
that you wanted a morfel of bread to feed the mouths 
* of your hungry children. At length (for nothing 
you know is quicker than the tranſition in dreams) 
© Dr Harriſon, methought, came to me, with chearful- 
« neſs and joy in his countenance,” The prifon-doors: 
immediately flew open; and Dr Harriſon introdu- 
© ced you, gayly, thou ugh not richly, dreſſed. That 
you gently chid me ſtaying ſo long; all on a 
ſudden appeared a coach with four horſes to it, in 
© which was a maid-ſervant with our two children. 
We both immediately went into the coach, and ta- 
king our leave of the Doctor, ſet out towards your: 
© country-houſe* for yours I dreamed it was.—T on- 
ly aſk you now, if this was real, and the tranſition: 
© almoſt as ſudden, could you ſupport i it?? - 
Amelia was going to anſwer, when Mrs Atkinſon 
came into the room, and after very little previous 
ceremony preſented Booth with a bank note, which he 
received of her, ſaying, He would very ſoon repay it: 
x promiſe that a little offended Amelia, a as the chought 
he had no chance of keeping. it. | 
The Doctor preſently arrived, and ws company! ſat. 


down to breakfaſt, during which Mrs Atkinſon en- 
tertained them with the hiſtory of the doctors that had 


attended her huſband, by whoſe advice Atkinſon was. 
recovered from every thing but the weakneſs which his. 


diſtemper had occafioned. 


When the tea- table was wt; Booth W the 
Doctor that he _ acquainted his wife with a dream 
he had laſt nigh 07 dreamed, Doctor, fad he, 
* that ſhe was ene to her eſtate. | - 

Very well, ſaid the Doctor; and: if I: am to be 
© the Oniropolos, I believe the dream will come to 

© Paſs. To ſay the truth I have rather a better opi- 

nion of dreams that Horace had. Old. Homer 
* ſays, they come from Jupiter; and as to your dream, 
* | have often had it in my waking thoughts, that. 
© fome time or other rhat roguery (for ſo I was always 
23. - On © convinced: 


% 4 m r LI 
c convinced 3 it was) would be brought to light ; for 


* the ſame Homer ſays, as you, nen IR 
oY Mrs Atkinſop) very wel Eno- .. 0 | 
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0 1 have no Greek ears, Sir,” ſaid Wo Atkinſon, 


I believe, I could underſtand it in the Delphin 
« Homer,” 

I with,” cries he, * my dear child, (to Amelia) 
you would read a little in the Delphin Ariſtotle, or 
« elſe in ſome Chriſtian divine, to. learn a doctrine 
which you will one day have an uſe for. I mean ta 


bear the hardeſt of all human conflicts, and ſupport, 


vith an even temper, and without any violent tranſ · 
« ports of mind, a ſudden guſt of proſperity . 
Indeed,“ cries Amelia, IL ſhquld almoſt think 
my huſband and you, Doctor, had ſome very good 
news to tell me, by your uſing, both of you, the 
fame introduction. As far as I know myſelf, | think 

I can anſwer, I can ſupport any degree of proſpe- 
ef rity ; and I think I yeſterday TA, 44 

do aſſure you, it is not in the power of Fortune to 
try me with ſuch another tranſition from grief to 

joy, as I conceived from e 5 huſband in pri- 
fſon and at liberty.T 

Well, youare a good girl,” eries the Doctor, and 
« after 1 have put on my ſpectacles I will try yo¹., 

The Doctor then took out a newſpapers, and 8 
as follows. 

« Yeſterday one Murphy, an eminent attorney at 
law, was committed to Newgate, for the forgery of 
a will under which an eſtate hath. been for many 

« years detained from. the right owner.? 

Now in this paragraph there is ſomething very re: 
markable, an that 1 1S--------that it is true: but opus eft 


ts If Jupiter doth. not t immediately execute bis vengeance, | 
© he will however execute it at laſt; and their tranſgreſſions 
© ſhall fall heavily an theie on heads, and on their. wives and 
hy children.“ „ 


elle. 


ould ; for | 
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eplatations In the Delphin edition of this newſpaper 
there is the following note upon the words right owner * 
The right owner of this eſtate is a young lady of the 
« highelt merit, whoſe: maiden name was Harris, and 


'« who ſometime-fince was married to an idle fellow, 
« one Lieutenant Booth: And the beſt hiſtorians aſ- 


© ſure us, that letters from the elder ſiſter of this lady, 

© which manifeſtly. prove the forgery; and clear up- 
© the whole affair; are in the Hannes of an old e 
called Dr Harriſon.“ 

And is this really true 2˙ cries Amel, 

es, really, and fincerely,* cries: the Doctor. 
„The whole eſtate: for your mother left it you all, 
and is as ſurely Yours; as *: You! Was a in poſ- 
© ſeflion,” 
. © Gracious: Heaven,” cries ſhe, faking on her 
knees, I thank you, And then: ſtarring up, -ſhe © 
uſband, and embracing him, cried; * My 
x you joy: and J ought in gratitude 
for you are the- cauſe of mine. lt; 


© dear love, | 
to wilhit you's 


is upon yours; and my children's account, that I 


' principally. rejoice.” __ 
Mrs Atkinſon roſe from her chair, . jumped: 
about the room for j Joy, repeating, . | 


Tur ne, ein optirnti diotin promittere nemo 
guderet, volvenda dies, en, attulit IS; 
Vw; * 
une now RES herſelf; into a | hk, complied 
ſhe was a little- faint, and begged a glaſs of water. 


The Doctor adviſed her to be blooded; but ſhe refuſed, 


ſaying, ſhe required a vent of another kind. — . 
She then defired her children to be brought to her, 
whom the immediately caught in her arms. and having 
profuſely cried over them for ſeveral minutes, declared 
ihe was eaſy. After which; ſhe. ſoon. regained her 
uſual temper and complexion. 5 
That day they dined together, and in che afternoon 
they all, except che Doctor, viſited Captain Atkinſon "TY 


RS What none of all hs Gods could grant thy vous, 
* That, Turnus, this auſpicious: * en e 
| 'Dd'z "nn 
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he repaired to the Bailiff 's houſe to viſit the ſick man, | 
whom he found very chearful, the ſurgeon having ag 
ſured him that he was in no manner of danger. 
The Doctor had a long ſpiritual diſcourſe with Ro. 
binſon, who aſſured him that he fincefely repeated of 
his paſt life; that he was reſolved to lead his future 
days in a different manner, and to make what amencs | 
he could for his fins to the ſociety, by bringing one of 
the greateſt rogues in it to juſtice, There was a cir- 
eumſtance which much pleaſed: the Doctor, and made 
| him conclude that, however Robinſon had been cor- 
rupteck by his old maſter, he had naturally a good diſ. 
poſition. This was, that Robinſon declared he was 
_ eluefly induced to the diſcovery by what: had happened | 
at the pawn-broker's, and by the miſeries which he | 
there perceived he had been inſtrumental in bringing 
on Booth and his family., 1 Str ENS in 
The next day Booth and his wife, at the Doctor's 
inſtance, dined with Colonel James and his Lady, 
where they were received with great civility, and all 
matters were accommodated, without Booth ever 
knowing a ſyllable of the challenge even to this day. 
The Doctor infiſted very ſtrongly on having Miſs F 
Harris taken into cuſtody, and ſaid, if ſhe was his 
fiſter, he would deliver her to juſtice. He added be- 
tides, that it was impoſſible to ſkreen her, and carry 
on the proſecution, or, indeed, recover the eſtate. 
Amelia at laſt begged the delay of one day only, in 
which time {he wrote a letter to her filter, informing 
her of the diſcovery, and the danger in which the 
Rood; and begged her earneſtly to make her eſcape, 
with many aſſurances that ſhe would never ſuffer her 
to know. any diſtreſs, This letter ſhe ſent away ex- 
| prefs, and it had the deſired effect: for Mis. Harris, 
having received ſufficient information from the attor- 
ney to the fame purpoſe, immediately ſet out for 
Pool, and from thence to: France, carrying with h 
all her money, moſt of her cloaths, and ſome few | 
jewels. She had, indeed, packed up plate and jewels 
to the value of two thouſand pound and upwards. 
Eut Booth, to whom Amelia communicated the letter, 
prevented ber, by ordering the man that went wh 
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guards, recommended to him by Atkinfen) to ſuffer 
the lady to go whither ſhe pleaſed, but not to take 
any thing with her except her cloaths, which he was 
car rally to ſearch. Theſe orders were obeyed punc- 
tually, and with theſe ſhe was obliged to comply. 

Two days after the bird was flown, a warrant from 
the Lord Chief Juſtice arrived to take her up, the mef- 
ſenger of which returned with the news of her flight, 
highly to the ſatisfaction of Amelia, and conſequently 
of Booth, and, indeed, not greatly to the grief of the 
Doctor. 

About a week b Booth and Amelia, Wit 
their children, and Captain Atkinſon and bis lady, all 
ſet forwards together for Amelia's houſe, where they 
arrived amidſt the acclamations of ail the MF BT (6 
and every public demonſtration of joy. 5 

They found the houſe ready prepared to receive 
them by Arkinſon's friend, the old fer jeant, and a 
good dinner prepared for them by Amelia's old nurſe, 
who was addreſted with the utmoſt duty by her fon 
and daughter, moi affectionately carefled by Booth 
and his "i and by Amelia's abſolute command 
ſeated next to herſelf at the table: at which, per- 
haps, were aſſembled ſome of the beſt and happiett . 
people then in the words: 


0 RA pu 
In "which the biftory: is concluded. 
H AVING brought our hiſions to a can ion, 


as to thoſe points in which we preſume our read- 
er was chiefly intereſted, in the foregoing chapter, 
we ſhall in this, by way of epilogue, endeavour to 
ſatisfy his curioſity, as to what hath ſince happened to 
the principal perſonages of whom we have treated 1 in 
the foregoing pages. 

Colonel James and his i after Be in a 22 
manner for many years together, at laſt agreed to live 
in as polite a manner aſunder. The Colonel hath 
ang Miſs Matthews ever luce, and is at * * 
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to doat on Her (though now very af e Ain her 
perſon, and immenſely fat) to ſuch a degree, that he 
ſabmits to be treated by: her in the moſt F wag 


manner. 


He allows kis lady eight Hundred" porndhix year; 
with which ſhe divides her time between Tunbridge, 


Bath, and London, and paiies about mine hours in 


the twenty. our at cards. Her income is, lately in- 


ereaſed by three thouſand pounds left her by her bro- 
ther Colonel Bath, who was killed in a duel about fix: 


5 years ago, by a gentleman Who told che Colonel. he- 


differed from him in opinion. 


The noble peer and Mrs Elfiſon have been both: 
dead ſeveral years, and both of the conſequences of 
their favourite viees; Mrs Elliſon having fallen a 
martyr to her liquor, and the other to his amburs, by 
which he. was at laſt become 10 rotten, thak: he-ſtunk = 


above ground, 


The attorney, Murphy, was brought. to bis- trial 
at the Old-Baily; where, after much quibbling about 
the meaning of a very plain act of parliament, he was 


at length convicted of forgery, 8555 Was ſoon after. 
wards hanged at Tyburn. 


The witneſs for ſome time ſeemed to e bly life; | 


dud received a ſmall penſion from Booth; after which, 


he returned to vicious courſes; took a- purſe on the 
highway, was detected and taken, and followed the 
lalt ſteps of his old maſter. So apt are men, whole: 

manners have been once thoroughly corrupted, to re- 


turn, from any dawn of an amendment, into the a. 
paths of vice. 


As to Miſs Harris, ſhe lived three years och * 


broken heart at Boulogne, where ſhe received annu- 


ally fifty pounds from her ſiſter, who was hardly pre- 
Vvailed on by Dr Harriſon not to ſend her a hundred, 


and then died in a moſt miſerable manner. 


Mr Atkinſon, upon the whole, hath led a very happy 


life with his wife, though he hath been ſometimes ob- 
liged to pay proper homage to her ſuperior underſtand- 


ing and knowledge. This, however, he chearfully 
ſubmits to, and the makes him proper returns of fond- 


nels, aer have two fine warn of whom they are 
9 equally 
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equally fond. He is lately advanced to the rank of 

* captain, and laſt ſummer both he and his wife paid a 
be viſt of three months to Booth and his wife. s 
cal Dr Harriſon is grown old in years, and in honours 
1555 beloved and reſpected by all his pariſhioners, - and by 
ar; all his neighbours. He divides his time between his 
885 pariſh, his old town, and Booth's------at which laſt 1 
un place he had, two years ago, 2 gentle fit of the gout, 
m. being the firſt attack of that diſtemper. During this 
* fit, Amelia was his nurſe, and her two eldeſt daugh- 
fix. ters ſat up alternately with him for a whole week. 
he- The eldelt of thofe girls, whoſe name is Amelia, 1s 

his favourite; ſhe is the picture of her mother, and it 
the WI ;; thought the Doctor hath diſtinguiſhed her in his 
of will; for he hath declared that he will leave his whole 
a Wl fortune, except ſome few charities, among Amelia's _ 
7 children. s „ 0 
ik E As to Booth and Amelia, Fortune, ſeems 'to have 
. made them large amends for the tricks ſhe played 
al. them in their youth. They have, ever ſince the above 
ut period of this hiſtory, enjoyed an uninterrupted courſe 
85 of health and happineſs. In about fix weeks after 
* Booth's firſt coming into the country, he went to Lon- 
i don, and nai all his debts of honour; after which, 
oy and a ſtay of two days only, he returned into the 
„ country, and hath never fince been thirty miles from 
of home. He hath two boys, and four girls; the eldeſt 
2 : of the boys, he who hath made his appearance in this 
75 biltory, is juſt come from the univerſity, and is one of 
” the fineſt gentlemen and beſt ſcholars of his age. The 
4 ſecond is juſt going from ſchool, and is intended for 
4 the church, that: being his own choice. His eldeſt 
4 | daughter is a woman grown, but we muſt not men- 
: tion her age. A marriage was propoſed to her the 
4 _ Other day with a young fellow of a good eſtate, but 
* the would never ſee him more than once; for Doc- 


© tor Harriſon,” ſays ſhe, ©. told me he was illiterate, 
* and Jam ſure he is Hl-natured.“ The ſecond girl : 
is three years younger than her ſiſter; and the others | 
are yet children. „ 5 1 
Amelia is ſtill the fineſt woman in England of her 
3ge. Booth himſelf often avers ſhe is as handſome 


r 1 
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as ever. "Nothing can equ ual the ſerenity of the ip 5 | 
Amelia decl add to me the other day, that ſhe Wa not 


remember to have ſeen her huſband ont of humour 
cheſe ten years; and upon my inſinuating to her, that 
he had the beſt of wives, fhe anſwered, with a ſmile; 
that the ought to be ſo, for that 1 N aan the 
- happieſt of 1 women. 
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